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The  following  Cafe  being  defigned  by  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  to  be  reprefented  to  the  ho- 
nourable houfe  of  Commons,  in  vindica- 
tion of  himfelf,  from  the  charge  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  accompts,  in  relation  to 
the  two  and  a  half  per  Cent,  for  bread  and 
bread-waggons,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
infert  it  here  3  having  before  taken  notice  of 
the  refolutions  of  that  houfe  concerning  this 
matter. 


7^^  Duke  of  Marlborough^  Cafe  and 
Vindication  of  himfelf 


WHEN  I  firft  heard  of  the  proceedings 
before  the  Commiflioners  for  taking  the 
publick  accompts,  I  was  abroad,  and  in 
the  Queen's  fervice,  and  the'  the  account  I  gave  you 
by  letter,  was  not,  in  their  opinions,  fo  full,  but 
they  have  thought  themfelves  obliged,  notwithfland- 
ing  that,  to  lay  the  matter  before  you,  I  think  my- 
felf  however  bound  to  own  the  juflice  they  have 
been  pleafed  to  do  me,  in  reporting  that  letter  alfo, 
together  with  her  Majefly's  letter. 

I  am  fenfible  the  nature  of  the  fervice  to  which 

the  report  relates,  might  occafion  many  miftakes, 

without  any  imputation  to  the  gentlemen  concerned 

in  that  commiffion,  and  I  am  fure,  that  thofe  gen- 
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tlemen,  every  one  of  them,  and  every  other  gentle- 
man here,  will  be  glad  to  find  himfelf  convinced, 
that  as  I  have,  in  fome  meafare,  deferved  the  good 
opinion  of  my  countrymen  on  former  occafions,  fo 
nothing  will  appear  in  this,  which  can  draw  upon 
me  the  blame  of  this  houfe. 

The  firft  article  in  the  report  is  founded  upon  the 
depofition  of  Sir  Solomon  de  Medina^  by  which  you  are 
informed  of  a  yearly  fum  paid  by  him  and  his  pre- 
deceflbr,  contractors  for  bread  and  bread-waggons^ 
to  myfelf.  This  payment  in  my  letter  I  have  called 
a  perquifite  of  the  General  or  Commander  in  chief 
in  the  Low-Countries  -,  and  it  has  been  conftantly  ap- 
plied to  one  of  the  moft  important  parts  of  the  fer- 
vice  there,  I  mean  the  procuring  intelligence,  and 
other  fccret  fervice. 

The  CommilTioners  are  pleafed  to  obferve,  that 
thefe  fums  cannot  be  efteemed  legal  perquifites, 
becaufe  they  do  not  find  them  claimed  or  recei- 
ved by  any  other  Englijh  General  in  the  how-Coun- 
tries. But  1  muft  take  leave  to  affirm  to  this 
houfe,  that  this  perquifite  or  payment,  has  been  al- 
lowed to  the  General,  or  Commander  in  chief,  in 
the  Low-Countries^  both  before  and  ever  fince  the  re- 
volution, to  enable  him  to  carry  on  fuch  fecret  fer- 
vice. The  like  allowance  was  made  to  Prince  Wal- 
deck^  whilft  he  was  General  of  the  Butch  army  in 
Flanders  ;  it  was  made  during  the  lad  war  as  well  as 
this,  and  for  your  farther  fatisfadlion  in  this  matter, 
I  am  content  to  refer  myfelf  to  Sir  Solomon  de  Medina^ 
who  cannot  but  own,  that  when  he  made  this  al- 
lowance, he  knew  it  to  be  the  conftant  practice  du- 
ring the  former  wars  in  the  Low- Countries ^  and  par- 
ticularly when  Prince  Waldeck  commanded  there. 
And  if  it  be  a  circumftance  worth  your  notice,  he 
mull  inform  you  alfo,  that  the  allowance  of  wag- 
gons, which  the  report  takes  notice  of,  is  ufnal  like- 
wife  ;  that  he  has  allowed  the  like,  or  near  the  like 
number,  to  Count  2"//^,  tho'  he  was  not  Vek-Mare- 
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Ichal,  and  that  there  is  a  proportionable  allowance  of 
the  fame  kind  to  other  officers.  The  report  may 
have  obferved  very  rightly,  that  by  the  ftriaeft  en- 
quiry the  Commiffioners  could  make,  they  cannot 
find  that  any  Engliflj  General  ever  received  this  per- 
quifire.  But  I  prefume  to  fiy,  the  reafon  is,  that 
there  was  never  any  other  EngliJIo  General  befides 
myfelf,  who  was  Commander  in  chief  in  the  Low- 
Countries.  I  crave  leave  then  to  fay,  that  this  obfer- 
vation  in  the  report^  was  occafioned  thro'  the  want 
of  due  information  in  the  ufage  of  the  army.  In 
receiving  this  as  an  eftablifhed  and  known  perqui- 
fite,  I  have  followed  and  kept  up  that  ufage  which 
I  found  in  the  army,  when  I  firft  entered  upon 
that  fervice  ♦,  and  upon  this  ground  alone,  I  hope 
that  this  houfe  will  not  think  that  I  was  unwarranted 
in  taking  it. 

But  that  no  doubt  may  remain  with  you,  I  will 
flate,  as  well  as  I  can,  what  I  have  learnt,  and  du- 
ring that  time  1  have  been  in  the  fervice,  has  been 
always  underftood  to  be  the  ground,  as  well  as  the 
defign  of  this  allowance.  The  contracts  of  bread 
being  of  necefiity  at  the  fame  rates  for  the  whole 
army,  and  it  being  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fervice^ 
thofe  contrails  fhould  be  in  the  feweft  hands,  the 
certain  gain  upon  fo  large  a  fum  as  a  contract  for  the 
whole,  or  great  part  of  the  army,  even  at  the  loweft 
prices,  makes  this  yearly  allowance  to  have  been 
thought  not  unreafonable  from  the  contractors.  This 
being  an  allowance  generally  arifing  from  the  con- 
trails that  concern  a  variety  of  troops,  under  the 
fame  General,  muft  naturally  fall  under  the  diredi- 
on,  and  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Commander  in 
chief,  as  an  allowance  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
fuch  defigns  as  could  not  be  forefeen,  but  yet  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  put  in  execution,  and  which  chiefly 
depend  upon  intelligence. 

B  2  i  thought 
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I  thought  it  more  needful  to  give  you  this  account 
of  the  nature  and  defign  of  this  allowance,  becaufe 
I  obfefve  from  the  report,  that  the  objedion  is  to 
the  juftice  and  reafonablenefs  of  the  perquifite  itfelf, 
without  having  regard  to  the  application  or  ufe  for 
which  it  is  intended. 

But  the  CommifTioners  apprehend  this  not  to  be 
a  juftifiable  perquifite,  becaufe  they  fay,  the  pu- 
blick,  or  the  troops,  neceflarily  fufFer  in  proportion 
to  eveiy  fuch  perquifite. 

If  thefe  obfervations  were  well  grounded,  I  fhould 
think  them  good  reafons  to  put  an  end  to  the  allow- 
ance, and  at  the  fame  time  to  blame  thofe  who  firft 
introduced  it :  But  I  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that 
this  neither  is,  nor  can  be  the  cafe.  I  have  never 
heard  a  complaint  either  of  public  or  particular  in- 
jury from  this  allowance  •,  nor  does  the  report  afUgn 
any  particular  wherein  it  may  be  judged  to  be  fo. 

This  allowance  to  the  General,  can  have  no  in- 
fluence upon  the  contrad  itfelf,  which  is  adualLy 
made  and  figned  at  the  treafury,  and  the  price  regu- 
lated by  what  the  States  have  agreed  to  pay  for  the 
bread  for  their  forces.  I  appeal  to  all  the  officers 
who  have  ferved  with  me  in  Flanders^  whether  the 
forces  in  her  Majefly's  pay,  have  not  all  along  had 
as  much,  and  as  good  bread,  as  thofe  of  the  States^ 
and  at  the  fame  prices ;  which  every  body  will  be- 
lieve to  be  the  loweft,  that  confiders  the  frugal 
oeconomy  of  the  States^  and  the  fmall  pay  of  their 
troops.  And  therefore,  I  may  fafely  conclude,  that 
if  the  Englijh  have  had  their  bread  as  cheap  as  the 
Dutch,  they  have  had  it  as  cheap  as  was  poffible. 
Nor  indeed  can  it  be  imagined  to  be  other  wife  ;  for 
the  very  fuppofition  of  two  different  prices,  paid  by 
different  troops  in  the  fame  army,  for  the  fame 
quantity  of  bread,  would  occafion  a  mutiny. 

But  this  whole  affair  has  been  fo  regulated,  and 
there  has  been,  fo  little  occafion  of  complaint,  that 

it 
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it  is  well  known  our  army  in  Flanders  has  been  du- 
ly fupplied  widi  bread  during  the  whole  war,  and 
has  received  it  with  an  exadtnefs  that  will  hardly  be 
thought  confident  with  the  fecrecy,  and  fuddcnnefs 
of  fome  of  the  motions  that  have  been  made. 

The  report  farther  fays,  that  the  General  is  the 
fole  check  upon  the  contrador ;  tiiat  he  is  to  take 
care  of  the  performance  of  the  contra<5l,  and  to 
judge  of  all  deductions  to  be  made  from,  and  al- 
lowances to  the  contrador.  And  from  thefe  fug- 
geflions  it  infers,  th^t  under  thefe  circumftances,  it 
is  a  breach  of  truft  in  him  to  receive  the  perqui- 
fite. 

This  obfervation  amounts  to  no  more  than  fug- 
gefting  a  pofTibility  of  inconveniencies  from  an  an- 
cient ufage  in  the  army.  And  if  by  calling  the 
General  the  fole  check  upon  the  contraClor,  is  meant, 
that  he  is  the  perfon  who  is  to  receive  complaints 
concerning  the  execution  of  the  contract,  (and  fo 
far  only  is  true,)  I  affirm,  that  upon  all  complaints 
I  have  given  full  redrefs  *,  either  by  ordering  other 
bread,  or  the  value  in  money,  at  the  choice  of  the 
troops :  For  the  truth  of  which,  I  appeal  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  army.  And  as  to  the  General  being  to 
judge  of  all  deductions  to  be  made  from,  and  al- 
lowances to  the  contrador,  I  am.  entirely  a  ilranger 
to  any  fuch  dedudions  and  allowances,  of  which  the 
General  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Judge. 

One  circumftance  remains  upon  this  article,  which 
I  barely  touch  upon,  to  remove  a  prejudice  raifed 
by  the  report,  from  the  caution  and  fecrecy  with 
which  it  is  faid  the  money  has  been  received.  This 
is  fupported  only  by  an  allegation,  that  my  Secre- 
tary Mr.  Cardonnel^  had  declared  upon  oath,  that  he 
never  heard  or  knew  of  any  fuch  perquifite,  till 
lately ;  which  it  is  fuppofed  he  ought  to  have  done 
as  Auditor  of  the  bread  account.  But  I  take  leave 
to  fay,  i/.  That  he  never  was  Auditor  of  the  bread 
aj:count,    nor  has  any  thing  to  do  with  it.     ^dly^ 

B  3  Tho'^ 


Parliament  ary        A.  17 12. 

Tho'  it  is  faid  in  the  report,  that  he  declared  upon 
oath,  yet  I  cannot  obtain  or  hear  of  any  fuchdepo- 
fition  ;  nor  is  it  pofTible  he  could  declare  fo.  In 
this  part  of  the  report,  there  mud  have  happened 
fome  miftake.  For  I  prefume  Mr.  Cardonnel^  who 
is  a  member  of  this  houfe,  can't  but  declare  that  he 
knows  of  this  perquifite  •,  tho'  he  might  be  ignorant 
of  the  fime,  till  notice  came  to  the  camp  of  v/hat 
Sir  Solomon  de  Medina  had  fworn. 

As  to  the  I  per  cent,  faid  to  be  allowed  to  Mr. 
Sweet  for  prompt  payment,  I  do  aver  that  I  knew 
nothing  of  it.  And  tho'  Sir  Solomon  de  Medina  has 
often  complained  to  me  of  Mr.  Sweet's  paym.ents 
not  being  regular,  I  do  not  remicmber  he  ever  men- 
tioned the  I  per  cent. 

Now,  as  to  the  fecond  article  in  the  report,  al- 
low me  to  obferve  to  you,  that  it  has  arifen  only 
from  the  information  I  myfelf  gave  the  Commif- 
fioners  by  my  letter  to  them  :  This  matter  having 
relation  to  that  part  of  the  fervice  to  which  the  fums 
in  the  former  article  have  been  applied  ;  that  the 
CommifTioners  might  have  a  true  ftate  of  it,  I  chofe 
to  infert  a  fhort  account  of  it  in  my  letter  to  them. 

If  I  did  this  voluntarily,  out  of  duty  to  the  pu- 
blic, I  hope  I  fhall  be  thought  to  have  given  you 
information  upon  a  certain  belief,  that  I  was  alto- 
gether blamelefs  in  the  part  I  have  had  in  it. 

'Twill  be  neceffary  that  I  trouble  the  houfe  with 
an  account  of  the  time  and  occafion  whence  this 
payment  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  by  the  foreign 
troops,  commenced. 

During  the  laft  war,  the  allowances  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  contingencies  of  the  army,  of  which 
that  of  fecret  fervice  is  the  principal,  was,  50000  /. 
per  Ann.  But  this  allowance  fell  fo  far  fhort  of  the 
expence  on  that  head,  that  upon  the  profpe^l  of  this 
war's  breaking  out,  the  late  King  affured  me,  that 
this  laft  part  of  the  fervice  never  coft  him  lefs  than 
J70000  /.  per  Annum.     However,   the  allowance  of 
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Parliament  for  the  whole  contingent  fervice  during 
this  war,  has  been  but  loooo/.  per  Ann.  3000/. 
of  which,  or  thereabouts,  has  generally  gone  for 
other  contingencies,  than  that  of  intelligence.  The 
Jate  King  being  unwilling  to  come  to  Parliament  for 
niore  money,  on  that  head  of  the  fervice,  propofed 
this  allowance  from  the  foreign  troops,  as  an  expe- 
dient to  aflift  that  part  of  the  fervice,  and  com- 
inanded  me  to  make  the  propofition  to  them ; 
which  I  did  accordingly,  and  it  was  readily  con- 
fented  to.  By  this  means,  a  new  fund  of  about 
15000/.  per  Ann,  was  provided  for  carrying  on  the 
fecret  fervice,  without  any  expence  to  the  public, 
or  grievance  to  the  troops  from  whom  the  allowance 
was  made;  for  when  the  public  pays,  thofe  troops 
are  not  at  all  affedled,  or  one  farthing  increafed  in 
confideration  of  this  deduction  -,  nor  is  there  in  any 
conventions  for  them  any  weight  laid  upon  it,  th^ 
hire  of  foreign  troops  being  governed  by  fettled 
rules  and  treaties,  and  the  conventions  of  the  States 
for  them,  being  in  the  fame  terms. 

This  expedient  being  formed  in  the  manner  I  have 
fhewn,  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  approve  it  by  her 
warrant,  which  being  underdood  as  a  confirmation 
or  an  agreement  with  the  foreign  troops,  not  nego- 
ciated  by,  and  by  confequence  not  within  the  care 
or  bufinefs  of  the  treafury,  v/as  counterfigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  ftate,  whofe  province  it  belonged  to,  as 
the  only  proper  officer. 

The  true  defign  of  this  dedu6lion  being  to  fupply 
the  fecret  fervice,  Gentlemen,  I  hope  you  will  ob- 
feiye,  that  this,  together  with  the  fum  on  the  for- 
mer article  of  the  allowance  by  Parliament,  when 
put  together,  doth  fall  fhort  of  the  allowance  given 
by  Parliament  in  the  laft  war,  upon  this  head. 

I  cannot  fuppofe  that  I  need  fay  how  eflential  a 
part  of  the  fervice  this  is,  that  no  war  can  be  con- 
duded  fuccefsfuUy,  without  early  and  good  intelli- 
gence, and  that  fuch  advices  cannot  be  had  but  at  a 
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very  great  expence.  No  body  can  be  ignorant  of 
this,  that  knows  any  thing  of  fecret  correfpondence, 
or  confiders  the  numbers  of  perfons  that  muft  be 
employed  in  it,  the  great  hazard  they  undergo, 
the  variety  of  places  in  which  the  correfpondence 
mud  be  kept,  and  the  conilant  neceffity  there  is 
of  fupporting  and  feeding  this  fervice  j  not  to  men- 
tion fome  extraordinary  expences  of  a  higher  nature, 
which  ought  only  to  be  hinted  at.  And  I  affirm, 
that  whatever  fums  have  been  received  on  this  ac- 
count, have  been  conftantly  employed  in  procuring 
intelligence,  in  keeping  correfpondence,  and  other 
fecret  fervice.  If  any  Gentleman  fhould  doubt  this, 
and  imagine  that  this  expence  could  have  been  fup- 
ported  by  the  10,000/.  per  annum ^  I  defire  them 
to  confider,  that  the  prefent  war  in  Fknde-rs^  from 
the  beginning  of  it,  has  been  an  offenfive  war  5  the 
campaigns  early  and  long,  the  variety  of  adions 
have  been  very  great,  wherein  fo  many  battles  have 
been  fought,  lines  forced,  and  fo  many  (Irong  towns 
taken  with  trenches  opened  ;  but  yet  during  the  laft 
war,  which  was  of  another  kind,  if  regard  be  had 
only  to  what  was  allowed  by  the  public,  it  is  cer- 
tain,  that  the  charge  on  this  head,  in  three  cam- 
paigns of  that  war,  came  to  at  leaft  as  much  as  all 
the  ten  campaigns  of  this.  And  though  the  merit 
of  our  fucceffes  fhould  be  leaft  of  all  attributed  to 
the  General,  the  many  fuccefsful  adions,  fuch  as 
have  furpaffed  our  own  hopes,  or  the  apprehenfions 
of  the  enemy,  in  this  prefent  war  in  Flanders^  to 
which  our  conftant  good  intelligence  has  greatly 
contributed,  muft  convince  every  Gentleman,  that 
fuch  advices  have  been  obtained,  and  confequently 
that  this  money  has  been  rightly  applied. 

Having  given  this  full  and  faithful  account  of 
the  rife  and  ufe  of  this  deduction,  it  muft,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  appear  to  every  body  that  hears  me,  to 
have  been  a  real  fervice,  as  well  as  faving  of  money 
%Q  the  public.     And  though  honour  is  due  to  the 
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memory  of  the  late  King  who  formed  this  expe- 
dient, and  to  her  Majefty  who  approved  of  it,  by 
her  warrant,  I  cannot  upon  this  ground  apprehend 
any  imputation  to  my  felf,  who  have  purfued  this 
{o  much  to  the  advantage  of  my  country. 

Before  I  take  notice  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Commiflioners  upon  this  part  of  the  letter,  I  make 
one  general  obfervation  upon  the  nature  of  this  de- 
du6lion,  which  thofe  Gentlemen  throughout  their 
report  call  public  money,  and  to  be  accounted  for 
in  the  fame  manner  that  other  public  money  is 
ufually  accounted  for.  But  the  notion  I  apprehend, 
is  wholly  mifapplied,  as  will  appear  by  ihortly 
ftating  the  fa6t  itfelf.  By  the  treaties  with  the  fo- 
reign Princes  for  the  hire  of  their  troops,  the  whole 
fubfidies  llipulated  for  are  due,  and  the  receipt  is  by 
them  given  for  the  whole  money,  which  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  voucher  to  difcharge  the  pay-mafter  in  the 
Exchequer,  and  thereby  the  account,  as  to  the  pub- 
lic. This  dedu6lion  fo  made,  does  not  properly 
iffue  out  of  the  Exchequer,  but  of  the  money  of  the 
foreign  troops,  for  their  proportion  of  the  contin- 
gencies: And  therefore  I  ftill  apprehend,  I  fpeak 
properly,  when  in  my  letter  I  affirm,  that  this  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  does  not  belong  to  the  public 
accounts.  But  as  this  deduction  arifes  from  the 
agreement  fet  on  foot  by  his  late  Majefty,  and 
confirmed  by  her  Majefty,  as  it  comes  in  here  as  a 
proportion  of  the  expence,  which  ought  to  fall  upon 
the  foreign  troops,  and  being  applied  to  a  part  of 
the  public  fervice,  Gentlemen  may,  if  they  think 
fit,  in  this  fenfe,  call  it  public  money,  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  nature  of  the 
fenfe  admits,  and  as  the  public  allowance  to  the 
fame  fervice  is  accounted  for. 

Having  thus  explained  this  matter  to  you,  I  beg 
the  patience  of  the  houfe  to  go  on,  and  confider  the 
particular  remarks  that  have  been  made  upon  it. 
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Firft^  It  has  been  objeded,  that  her  Majefly's 
warrant  has  been  kept  dormant  for  nine  years,  and 
the  dedudion  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
Parliament  *,  but  i  a  rely  the  warrant  cannot  be  faid 
to  have  been  kept  dormant,  that  has  been  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  the  Pay-mafter- general's  deputy  in 
Holland^  which  was  delivered  to  me  out  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  figned  by  her  Ma- 
jefty,  and  counter- figned  by  him,  as  all  warrants 
are,  ana  wiucii  could  not  pofTibly  be  concealed 
from  the  Commanders  of  fo  many  foreign  troops, 
nor  indeed  from  the  troops  themfelves,  which  con- 
fiftof  fomany  thoufand  men,  without  whofe  know- 
ledge the  dedudion  could  not  have  been  made  ;  and 
who,  if  it  had  been  in  the  leaft  uneafy  to  them,  would 
no  doubt  have  complained.  In  what  fenfe  can  this 
be  called  a  dormant  warrant,  which,  from  the  time 
it  was  figned,  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  proper 
Officer,  and  conflantly  and  publickly  put  in  exe- 
cution ?  The  report  adds,  that  the  dedu6lion  has 
been  concealed  from  the  Parliament  *,  for  which  it  Is 
faid,  I  have  not  affigned  fufficient  reafons  •,  but  as 
there  has  been  no  concealment,  there  could  be  no 
need  of  affigning  reafons  for  it  -,  much  lefs  was  it 
neceffary  to  lay  accounts  of  the  money  before  the 
Parliament,  it  being  no  part  of  the  eftimate  for  the 
fervice,  nor  of  any  influence  on  the  money  to  be 
given  by  Parliament :  For  the  fubfidies  to  the  fo- 
reign troops  are  governed  by  previous  treaties,  and 
therefore  muft  have  continued  the  fame,  though 
this  deduction  had  never  been  made :  Befides,  that 
the  Exchequer  is  difcharged  of  this  money,  on  the 
receipt  from  the  foreign  troops  for  the  compleat 
fubfidy.  I  have  faid  in  my  letter,  that  this  being  a 
free  gift  of  the  foreign  troops,  does  not  properly  re- 
late to  the  public  accounts  :  Upon  which  the  Com- 
miffioners  obferve,  that  this  is  inconfiftent  not  only 
with  the  words  of  the  warrant,  which  fuppofes  an 
agreement,  but  with  that  part  of  my  letter  which 
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takes  notice  of  this  floppage,  to  be  ilipulated  for  by 
nie  as  Ambaflador ;  and  from  thence  the  report 
concludes,  that  this  money  is  to  be  accounted  for, 
as  other  public  money  is :  But  this  obfervation  I 
take  to  be  grounded  upon  the  miftaken  notion  of 
public  money,  which,  as  has  been  already  obferved, 
being  meant  of  money  granted  by  Parliament, 
and  (landing  in  charge  in  the  Exchequer,  can  never 
be  applied  to  this  payment  ♦,  which  is  a  contribution 
by  the  foreign  troops,  out  of  their  own  money, 
and  not  out  of  the  monty  of  Great- Britain,  I  might 
fay,  that  though  this  dedudion  has  been  fubmitted 
to  by  the  foreign  troops,  during  this  war  ;  yet  it  is 
fo  far  voluntary  at  this  day,  that  it  depends  barely 
upon  a  parole  flipulation,  and  when  umbrage  Ihall 
be  given,  may,  at  any  time,  be  receded  from  by 
them.  This  report  farther  objeds,  that  the  io,coo/. 
given  for  contingencies,  is  not  confined  to  the  Bri- 
tijh  troops,  but  was  intended  for  the  40,000  men, 
without  diflindion.  Now  the  contrary  to  this  is 
evident;  for,  in  the  eftimate  laid  yearly  before 
this  houfe,  it  is  plain  that  this  is  given  for  the  Bri- 
tijh  troops  only,  and  not  for  the  reft  of  the  40,000 
men ;  and  in  the  eftimate  for  the  foreign  troops, 
the  article  of  contingencies  is  omitted,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  becaufe  by  this  warrant  it  was  otherwife 
provided  for  -,  and  therefore  the  words  of  the  war- 
rant are,  for  defraying  contingent  expences  relating 
to  them,  which  is  plainly  faid  in  oppofition  to  the 
contingent  money  allowed  for  her  Majefty's  own 
troops  ♦,  and  the  like  contingent  money  has  not  only 
been  allowed  upon  all  other  parts  of  the  fervice, 
but  it  will  appear,  by  examinirg  what  has  been  fo 
allowed,  that  the  fums  have  exceeded  in  propor- 
tion what  has  been  ever  allowed  for  the  army  in 
Flanders:  But  the  report  adds,  that  the  10,000/. 
has  not  been  always  thought  exempt  from  account, 
as  appears  from  a  privy  feal  bearing  date  in  March^ 
17065  wherein  there  is  a  claufe  releafing  me  from 
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a  fum,  part  of  the  10,000/.  which  the  report  laid, 
fuppofes  it  had  otherwife  been  to  be  accounted  for. 
When  I  fay  in  my  letter,  that  the  10,000/.  given 
by  Parliament,  is  without  account  ♦,  I  dare  fay,  I 
cannot  eafily  be  mifunderftood  :  The  nature  of  the 
thing  not  admitting  of  a  particular  account,  and  the 
conflant  pra6lice  never  requiring  any.  In  ail  the 
accounts  during  the  war,  of  that  money,  my  re- 
ceipt has  been  a  fufficient  difcharge  •,  but  that  not 
being  a  regular  voucher  for  the  Pay-mafler,  it  has 
been  thought  neceflary  from  time  to  time,  to  grant 
a  privy  feal,  to  enable  the  Pay-mafter  to  pafs  that 
part  of  his  account :  And  though  there  be  that  claufe 
inferted  in  the  privy-feal,  mentioned  in  the  report ; 
of  which,  I  affirm,  I  was  unacquainted,  I  yet  pre- 
fume  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  only  needlefs,  but  alfo 
contrary  to  all  pradice,  both  before  and  fince ;  for 
the  truth  of  which,  I  appeal  to  the  Pay-ma(ler-ge- 
neral,  who  will  do  me  juftice  in  it,  if  any  Gentle- 
man can  doubt  it. 

As  to  the  legality  of  the  warrant,  which  is  the 
next  objection,  the  Commiflioners  having  barely 
touched  on  this,  as  not  duly  counter- figned,  I 
think  it  fufficient  to  fay,  that  this  warrant,  being 
principally  intended  for  confirming  an  agreement 
with  the  foreign  Princes,  was  properly  counter-fign- 
ed  by  the  Secretary  of  ftate  for  that  province,  rather 
than  by  the  Lord-Treafurer,  who  could  hav€  no- 
thing to  do  with  it;  however,  I  muft  believe,  that 
an  error  of  this  kind,  if  any  body  fhould  think  it 
fo,  which  depends  upon  a  nicety,  cannot  be  thought 
to  affect  the  General,  whofe  part  has  only  been  to 
apply  the  money  as  the  warrant  dire6ls. 

But  it  is  further  remarked,  that  neither  the  flop- 
page  nor  payment  of  this  mioney,  have  been  regu- 
larly made.  Firfl,  not  the  ftoppage,  becaufe  the 
warrant  direds  it  fhould  be  flopped  in  the  hands  of 
the  Pay-mafler,  or  his  deputy.  But  this  method 
does  not  appear  by  the  Pay-mafler's  account,  to 
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have  been  purfued  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  payments  to  the  foreign  troops  are  always 
compleat,  and  the  receipt  taken  in  full,  without 
any  notice  of  the  dedudion.  But  yet  I  prefume  to 
fay,  the  ftoppage  has  been  regularly  made,  in  pur- 
fuance  to  the  warrant :  The  deputy  Pay-mafter  is 
exprefly  authorized  by  the  warrant,  to  make  that 
ftoppage ;  and  it  is  of  neceOity  he  iliould  make  it, 
who  refides  abroad,  where  the  matter  muft  be 
tranfadted,  and  the  ftoppage  applied.  And  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  cafes  where  deduc- 
tions are  intended  to  be  accounted  for,  as  public 
money,  the  warrant,  which  authorizes  fuch  deduc- 
tions, directs  the  fame  to  be  accounted  for,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  done  :  But  where  de- 
ductions are  made  by  virtue  of  warrants  that  con- 
tain no  fuch  directions  in  them,  as  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  it  hath  been  prefumed,  that  there  was  no 
intention  fuch  deductions  ftiould  be  accounted  for  to 
the  public. 

Next,  as  to  the  payment,  this  is  faid  not  to  be 
according  to  the  warrant,  becaufe  neither  yiv. Bridges^ 
nor  Mr.  Cardonnel,  ever  faw  any  warrant  from  me, 
directing  the  payment  of  it.  I  am  not  furprized,  if 
the  Gentlemen,  in  this  circumftance  efpecially,  might 
not  be  apprized  of  the  method  of  ifluing  money 
for  fecret  fervice,  which  could  be  only  in  my  own 
knowledge.  But  for  their  information,  and  the 
fatisfaCtion  of  the  houfe,  I  take  the  liberty  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  method  of  ilTuing  this,  and  the 
public  allowance  of  10,000/.  for  fecret  fervice,  hath 
been  exaCtly  the  fame,  and  in  this  manner  : 

I  fend  my  letters  to  the  deputy  Pay-mafter,  re- 
quiring tht  payment  of  the  fum  I  have  occafion  for, 
to  myfelf  j  and  for  fuch  fums  as  are  received  from 
time  to  time,  giving  my  receipt.  This  is  the  order 
of  the  General,  which  is  meant  by  her  Majefty's 
warrant ;  and  which  alone  is  practicable  in  this  as 
well  as  in  the  inftance  of  the  10,000/.  contingent 
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money.  Nor  is  there  any  Gentleman  that  confiders 
the  nature  of  fecret  fervice,  but  mufl  fee  it  is  not 
poffible  by  the  General's  warrant,  to  dire6t  the  pay- 
ment to  the  perfon,  for  whofe  ufe  it  is  received. 

But  the  Commiflioners  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
deputy  Pay-mafber  ought  to  have  tranfmitted  con- 
ftant  accounts  of  this  dedudion,  to  the  Pay-mafter 
general.  If  I  could  expe6t  the  houfe  could  expe(5t 
from  me  an  account  of  a  circumftance,  for  which 
the  deputy  Pay-mafler  alone  is  anfwerable,  I  fhould 
take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  in  my  poor  opinion, 
if  he  has  not  tranfmitted  fuch  accounts,  it  muft  be, 
becaufe  he  is  neither  required  nor  authorized,  by  her 
Majefly's  warrant,  to  do  fo.  He  is  only  obliged  to 
make  the  ftoppage,  and  ifllie  the  money  upon  my 
orders,  which  he  has  done.  Nor  can  I  conceive  it 
to  be  of  any  ufe  to  the  public,  or  the  Pay-mafter 
general,  to  have  received  fuch  accounts  ;  he  not 
being  chargeable  with  any  fuch  ftoppage  j  nor  are 
the  receipts  for  it  any  part  of  his  vouchers. 

The  laft  objedion  is,  that  the  dedudion  being 
made  for  defraying  contingent  expences  to  the  fo- 
reign troops  •,  if  the  whole  has  been  employed  in 
fecret  correfpondence,  fuch  a  difpofition,  not  being 
authorized  by  the  warrant,  is  a  mifapplication  of  pub- 
lic money.  But  though  it  is  faid  in  the  warrant, 
to  be  for  defraying  contingent  expences  relating  to 
the  troops,  the  reafon  it  is  fo  exprefled,  I  take  to  be 
nothing  elfe,  but  that  in  the  eftablifhment  for  the 
forces  ferving  abroad,  the  word  contingencies  hath 
always  comprehended  fecret  fer\dce,  that  having 
always  been  what  was  principally  meant  by  that 
article.  And  this  is  fo  evident,  that  if  fecret  fervice 
be  not  included  under  the  word  contingencies^  that 
important  part  of  the  fervice  would  have  no  allow- 
ance from  the  public  for  it,  which  I  prefume  will 
not  be  thought  expedient.  And  therefore,  though 
the  dedudion  be  declared  to  be  for  contingencies, 
no  ftrefs  can  in  juftice  be  laid  upon  that  word,  to 

prove 
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prove  it  was  not  defigned  for  fecret  fervlce.  And 
indeed,  this  is  confeffed  immediately  after,  in  the 
report  it  felf ;  which  fays,  that  the  article  for  fecret 
fervice,  was  always  included  in  the  10,000/.  given 
for  contingencies.  But  if  fecret  fervice  be  meant 
by,  or  included  under,  contingencies,  in  the  efta- 
blifhments  for  the  Britijh  troops ;  how  can  it  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  words  contingencies  in  the  warrant 
for  the  foreign  troops,  is  not  to  be  underflood  ia 
the  fame  manner  ? 

No  body  can  doubt,  but  contingencies,  or  con- 
tingent expences  mean  the  fame  in  both  •,  and  there- 
fore fecret  fervice  muft  be  included  in  both,  or  nei- 
ther :  But  I  cannot  better  explain  this  whole  matter, 
than  by  fuppofmg,  that  fecret  fervice  being  an  affair 
that  affefts  the  whole  army,  the  charge  of  it  is  to 
be  laid  in  proportion  upon  the  whole.  But  the 
ihare  of  the  Britijh  troops  is  borne  by  the  public, 
while  the  fbare  of  the  foreigners  is  raifed  upon  the 
troops  themfelves  by  the  dedu6lion,  which  is  there- 
fore faid  to  be  for  defraying  fuch  contingent  ex- 
pences as  relates  to  them  *,  that  is,  for  their  fhare  of 
the  expence  of  fecret  fervice,  which  being  prin- 
cipally, and  in  the  firft  place  meant  by  contin- 
gencies, there  is  no  oppofition  between  the  ends  di- 
re6led  by  the  warrant,  and  thofe  that  the  money 
has  been  applied  to,  and  confequently  there  has 
been  no  mifapplication  of  it :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  upon  this  article,  but  to  take  notice  of  a  great 
miftake,  even  in  the  fecond  computation  which  is 
made  in  the  report  relating  to  this  dedu6tion,  for  it 
is  faid,  that  the  whole  ftoppages  from  the  troops 
in  Flanders^  have  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
177,659/.  17  J.  old.  when,  in  truth,  computing 
them  from  May^  1702,  the  time  they  were  firft 
made,  they  do  not  exceed  151,748  /.  taking  the 
exchange  at  a  medium  between  eleven  guilders ,  and 
ten  guilders^  Pen  Jiivers  :     So  that  this  dedudion 

for 
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for  the  ten  years,  comes  to  no  more  than  1 5, 1 74  /. 
16  J.  a  year. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  I  cannot  but  hope  this 
houfe  will  find  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  this  part 
of  my  conducl ;  and  I  think  it  no  ill  fervice,  that  fo 
necefTary  and  important  a  part  of  the  war,  and 
which  has  turned  to  fo  good  an  account,  has  been 
managed  with  fo  little  expence  to  the  public  :  And 
I  may,  with  the  greateft  certainty,  afllire  them, 
that  all  other  parts  of  the  fervice  have  been  carried 
on  with  all  the  good  hufbandry  that  was  pofTible. 
And  I  believe,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  I  have, 
in  the  article  for  fecret  fervices,  faved  the  govern- 
ment near  four  times  the  fum  this  dedudlion  amounts 
to.  Which  I  muft  reckon  fo  much  money  faved  to 
the  public. 


w 


E  may  here  take  notice,  that  purfuant  to  the 
Queen's  anfwer  to  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  in  relation  to  the  Duke  o^  Marlborough^ 
Orders  given  ordcrs  wcrc  givcn  about  the  beginning  of  Aprils 
bgSeDake  ^^  ^^^  Attomcy-General,  to  profecute   his  Grace, 
of  Maribo-  fof  the  two  tttid  a  half  per  cent,  deduced  from  the 
rough,        foreign  troops  in  her  Majefiy^s  pay,  which  had  been 
voted  to  be  public  money ^  and  that  //  ought  to  be  ac- 
counted  for.     But  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  thofe 
who  had  perufed   the  Duke's  cafe,  many  written 
copies  of  which  were  handed  about,  long  before  it 
appeared  in  print,    that  there  is  no  law  on  which 
an  a6bion  may  be  laid  againfl  his  Grace,  upon  ac- 
count of  the  faid  dedu6tion,  for  which  on  the  ap- 
plication thereof,  he  can  plead  her  Majefty's  warrant. 
F^Scef  "^'^  On  the  other  hand,  fome  foreign  Princes,  whofe 
claim  the    troops  wcre  in  her  Majefty's  pay,  did,  about  this 
S^ercL,  time,  order  their  Minifters  to  reprefent,  that  the 
as  their  rno-  faid  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  their  own  money, 
theyar'^wH^  but  that  they  were  willing  to  allow  it  as  a  free  gift 
ling  to  allow  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  as  they  had  done  bofore 

to  the  Duke  ''  •  ^ 
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to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  which  was  a  full  ju- 
flification  of  the  latter,  and  proved  no  fmall  morti- 
lication  to  his  Grace's  enemies,  who,  after  a  great 
deal  of  noife  and  buftle,  could  fix  nothing  upon  his 
Grace. 

Notwithftanding  this  difappointment,  endeavours 
were  ufed  to  make  good  the  charge  of  mifmanage- 
mentagainfl  the  noble  perfon,  who,  with  the  Duke 
o^  Marlborough^  had  the  greateft  fliare  in  the  late 
admin iitration  j  as  appears  by  the  following  extradl 
of  the  fecond  report  of  the  Commijfioners^  for  the  taking, 
examining^  and  flati-ng  the  publick  accounts^  which  on 
the  17th  of  the  Lift  month,  was  laid  before  the 
houfe  of  Commons. 

Second  report  of  the  Commiffioners  of  puhlick 
accounts^  laid  before  the  Commons,  March 
17,    1711-2. 

YOUR  Commiffioners  here  humbly  prefent  a 
ftate  of  the  receipts  and  iflues  of  her  Majefty's 
Exchequer,  from  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael  17 10,  to 
the  feaft  of  St.  Michael  171 1,  taken  from  the  re- 
turns made  to  them  by  the  feveral  Officers  concern- 
ed in  the  management  of  the  publick  revenue ;  to 
which  they  beg  leave  to  add  their  obfervations  on 
fome  matters  of  fad,  that  have  appeared  to  them  in 
the  profccution  of  their  enquiries. 

They  do  not  prefume  to  urge  any  reafons  for 
their  not  having  made  a  greater  progrefs,  becaufe 
they  humbly  hope  the  houfe  will  believe  their  ut- 
moft  application  hath  not  been  v/anting.  But 
they  take  the  liberty  to  repeat  what  they  formerly 
mentioned,  that  the  whole  accompts  of  the  army 
(which  is  the  greateft  branch  of  the  publick  expence) 
are  not  yet  delivered  to  them  \  though  as  they  are 
alfured  by  the  Pay-mafter  of  the  forces  abroad,  ajl 
difpatch  is  ufed  in  preparing  thofe  accompts  j    and 

Vol..  VI.  C  your 


i8  Parliamentary      A.  1712. 

your  CommifTioners  cannot  effec5lually  enquire  into 
the  mifmanagements  of  the  army,  which  they  have 
in  view,  till  thofe  accompts  are  compleatly  brought 
before  them,  and  till  they  Ihall  have  compared  the 
feveral  fa6ls  with  the  particular  articles  relating  to 
them  ;  for  it  is  from  thence  they  will  be  able  to 
draw  the  beft  and  truefl  obfervations,  and  to  form 
the  jufteft  and  mod  exadl  reprefentations. 

Your  Commiflioners  conceive  it  not  improper  to 
begin  this  report  with  the  revenue  of  Scotland^  be- 
caufe  fome  fadts  of  confequence,  and,  in  their  opi- 
nion, highly  deferving  the  confideration  of  the 
houfe,  have  occurred  to  them  in  the  examination 
thereof. 

But,  before  they  offer  their  obfervations,  they 
mull  take  notice  of  a  very  material  circumftance  re- 
lating to  this  revenue  •,  which  is,  that  they  cannot 
find  any  commiflion  for  conftituting  Lords  Com- 
miflioners of  the  treafury  there,  from  the  time  of 
her  Majefty's  acceflion  to  the  throne,  till  after  the 
Union,  the  lad  commiflion  before  the  Union,  bear- 
ing date  the  30th  o^  January^   i6g6. 

By  an  adt  of  Parliament  paflfed  in  Scotland^  Oc- 
toher  the  9th,  1696,  it  is  amongfl:  other  things  en- 
aded,  That  no  commijfion  civil  or  military^  fhall  be- 
come void  by  the  death  of  the  King,  but  that  the  fame 
fhall  continue  in  force  the  fpace  of  fix  months  ^  unlefs  re- 
called by  the  next  fucceffor. 

On  the  death  of  King  William,  a  proclamation 
was  iflfued,  by  which  all  Oflicers  civil  and  military 
were  authorized  and  required,  to  acl  in  all  things 
conform  to  the  lafl:  commifllons  and  inftru6lions 
they  had  from  his  late  Majefl:y,  till  new  commif- 
fions  from  the  Queen  could  be  prepared,  and  fent 
down  to  them. 

Some  time  after  this,  new  commifllons  were  fent 
down,  appointing  all  the  Officers  civil  and  military 
in  Scotland,  except  only  thofe  for  the  treafury,  for 
which  no  commiflion  was  granted  by  her  Majefliy 

till 
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till  the  23d  o^June^  ^1^1-  ^^^j  we  mull  obferve, 
that  by  the  ufage  of  Scotland^  when  any  alteration 
is  made  in  the  treafury,  it  is  not  done  by  renewing 
the  commiflion  as  here  in  England^  but  by  a  letter 
from  the  crown.  And  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
make  fo  many  alterations,  that  the  major  part  of  the 
CommifTioners  v/ere  changed  within  the  time  of  her 
accefTion  to  the  throne,  and  that  of  the  Union,  by 
letters  in  the  form  following. 

*  WHEREAS  w^e  have  refolved  to  appoint 

*  A.  B.  to  be  one  of  the  Commifiioners  of  our  trea- 

*  fury,  thefe  are  therefore  to  authorize  and  require 
'  you  to  admit  and  receive  him   as  one  of  your 

*  number  *,  hereby,  giving  and  granting  to  him, 

*  the  fame  power  and  authority,  with  all  privileges 
'  and  immunities  whatfoever,  that  are,  or  have  been, 

*  competent  to  any  other  CommilTioner  of  treafury, 

*  and  declaring  thefe  prefents  to  be  for  his  admiffion, 

*  of  as  full  force,  ftrength,  and  efFed:,  as  if  he  had 

*  been  nominated  and  appointed  in  and  by  ourcom- 

*  mifTion  granted  to  you  under  our  great  feal,  where- 

*  anent,  we  have  thought  fit  to  difpenfe.' 

From  whence  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  whole 
publick  revenue  of  Scotland  was  for  fome  time  left 
without  any  legal  direction  or  government.  For 
the  commifTion  of  King  William  could  be  continued 
by  virtue  of  the  a(5l  of  Parliament,  no  longer  in 
force  than  fix  months,  nor  by  the  proclamation, 
any  longer  than  till  her  Majefty's  figning  the  firft 
letter,  after  the  expiration  of  the  fix  months  :  For 
the  words,  as  if  he  had  been  nominated  and  appointed 
in  and  by  our  commijfion  granted  to  you  under  our  great 
feal^  feem  to  determine  the  effed  of  that  procla- 
mation, and  fuppofe  a  commifTion  granted  by  her 
Majefly.  But  allowing  the  firfl  letter  was  not  a 
total  repeal  of  King  JViUiam's  commijiion,  and  only 
a  repeal  in  part^  yet  it  mufl  be  admitted,  that  as 

C  a  loon 
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foon  as  her  Majefly  had  added  a  majority  of  new 
ComnilfTioners,  or  fo  many  as  being  joined  with  the 
leiTer  number  of  the  old,  would  make  a  majority, 
then  the  old  commiiTion  was  fuperfeded,  and  the 
treafury  under  a  new  (if  any)  adminiftration. 

Now  your  CommifTioners  are  humbly  of  opi- 
nion, that  thefe  letters  referring  to  a  patent  which 
was  never  in  being,  wanted  a  foundation,  and  could 
by  no  confl:ru6lion  of  law  ever  have  any  operation 
or  effed,  and  that  thofe,  who,  under  colour  of 
them,  were  admitted  into  the  Treafury,  have  adled 
without  authority. 

Bat,  we  prefume  not  to  argue  how  far  their  pro- 
ceedings may  be  thought  illegal,  or  whether  her 
Majefty  may  be  faid  to  have  been  deceived  by  this 
negle6l  or  mifmanagem.ent,  or  how  extenfive  the 
mifchiefs  have  already  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  to 
Scotland^  or  hov/  far  it  will  involve  the  people  there, 
who  have  been  concerned  in  contra6ls,  leafes,  pur- 
chafes,  or  otherwife,  with  the  Treafury. 

But  certain  it  is,  that  the  publick  hath  been  ren- 
dered liable  to  many  inconveniencies,  and  her  Ma- 
jefty muft  have  been  deceived  when  fhe  ordered 
loans  from  the  treafury  o^  Eitgland  to  the  treafury  of 
Scotland^  particularly  that  of  20,000  pounds  in  the 
year  1706.  For  the  Treafary  o^ Scotland,  not  being 
then  (as  we  obferve)  rightly  conftituted,  could  nei- 
ther give  fecurity  for  money  lent,  nor  legally  make 
repay n"] en t  of  it. 

Your  Commifiioners  therefore  with  great  fubmif- 
fion,  propofe  it  to  the  houfe,  whether  this  defeat 
will  not  want  the  afiiftance  of  the  Legiflature,  or 
whether  the  prefent  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Scotlnd^  relating  to  any  mifmanagements 
of  the  revenue  thereof,  during  this  fufpenfion  of  the 
commifTion  and  legal  power  of  the  Treafury,  are  not 
void,  and  confequently,  whether  the  judgments 
grounded  upon  them  will  not  be  found  ineftedual^ 

But 
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But  having  humbly  mentioned  this  clrcumftance 
of  the  treafury  of  Scotland^  we  will  proceed  to  the 
revenue,  and  begin  with  an  account  of  the  loan  of 
20,000/.  in  the  year  1706,  as  it  appears  to  us  in 
the  manner,  and  by  the  evidence  following. 

We  having  ground  to  believe,  that  confiderablc 
fums  of  public  money  had  been  fent  from  Eng- 
land to  Scotland,  when  the  adt  of  Union  was  under 
confideration,  in  the  Parliament  there,  enquired  into 
the  reafons  of  it,  and  underftaading  that  Sir  David 
Nairn  had  been  concerned  in  the  receipt  and  remit- 
tance of  20,000/.  we  examined  him  on  oath,  and 
he  declared  to  the  effed  following. 

That  in  the  year  1706,  he  received  the  fum  of 
20,000/.  at  two  feveral  payments  -,  10,000/.  on  the 
17th  of  Ocfokr,  and  10,000/.  more  on  the  26th  of 
November  following  •,  for  which  he  gave  two  receipts 
to  Sidney,  Earl  of  Godolphin^  then  Lord  Treafurer 
of  England. 

That  this  money  was  lent,  as  he  declared,  by  her 
Majeily  to  the  treafury  of  Scotland,  upon  a  repre- 
fentation  from  the  Duke  of  ^eensbury.  Earl  of 
Seafield,  Earl  of  Marr,  Earl  of  Loudoun,  and  Earl 
of  Glafgow,  that  there  were  deficiencies  in  the  civil 
life,  and  upon  their  promife  that  it  fhould  be  repaid, 
which  he  thinks,  was  accordingly  done  out  of  the 
equivalent  money  :  That  he  was  empowered  by  a 
letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  treafury  in  Scotland,  to 
receive  that  money  here,  and  to  give  a  receipt  for 
it,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  by  their  direflioii 
remitted  it  to  the  Earl  of  Glafgow,  at  Edinburgh -y 
but  knows  nothing  certain  of  the  diftributing  of  it, 
has  heard  only,  that  it  was  paid  to  the  Lord  Twedale^ 
and  other  of  the  Queen's  fei-vants. 

All  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Earl  of  Glaf- 
gow, who,  in  return  to  a  precept  of  your  Com- 
miflioners,  after  giving  a  particular  account  of  the 
diftributing  of  the  20,000/.  in  Scotland,  declares  on 
oath,  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  that  it  confided  with 
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his  own  proper  knowledge,  that  12,^2^1.  were 
paid  back,  after  the  Union,  to  the  Earl  ofGodoIphifty 
then  Lord  Treafurer. 

But  your  Commiflloners  finding  no  mention  of 
the  receipt  of  this  fum  of  12,325/.  or  of  the  other 
remaining  part  of  the  20,000  /.  in  the  certificates  or 
books  of  the  Exchequer,  were  unwilling  to  make 
any  reprefentation  of  the  fad,  till  they  had  given 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
what  he  knew  of  this  loan  to  Scotland  •,  and  on  fome 
queftions  propofed  to  his  Lordfhip  relating  there- 
unto, he  made  the  under  written  depofition. 

The  right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  being 
fworn,  depofeth,  ^at  he  had  the  ^een's  commands 
in  the  year  1706,  or  thereabouts,  when  the  kingdoms 
of  England  and  Scotland  were  feparate,  to  lend  to  the 
trenfury  ^/Scotland  the  fum  {as  he  thinks)  of  20,000 L 
that  he  cannot  recoiled  whether  any  part  of  it  was  re- 
paid^ hut  that  he  underflood  it  was  to  he  employed  for 
her  Majefly^s fecret  fervice  in  Scotland. 

Jurat,  2^  Feb.  171 1-2.  Godolphin. 

The  day  after  th's  depofition  was  made,  his 
Lordfhip  tranfmitted  the  following  letter  to  your 
Com  mifli  oners. 

Gentlemen  y  2  6  Feh.  1 7 1 1  -  2 . 

*  T  N  purfuance  of  what  I  faid  to  you  yeflerday  at 

*  X  y*^^^  board,  I  have  endeavoured  to  recollecSl  my- 

*  felf  as  well  as  I  am  able  upon  the  fubjefl  you  men- 
'  tioned  to  me,  and  do  believe,  that  12,000 /.or  there- 

*  abouts,  was  repaid  to  the  Queen  by  her  fervants 

*  of  Scotland,    and  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance, 

*  they  prevailed  with  her  Majefty  not  to  require  the 

*  remainder  of  the  20,000/.  from  them.     I  am, 

Gentlemen^ 
Tour  mofl  humhle  fervent, 

God  ol  p  h  I  n. 
P.  ^.  When 
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P.  S»  '  When  I  faid  yefterday,  that  I  underilood 

*  this  money  was  to  be  made  ufe  of  for  the  Queen's 
«  fecret  fervice  in  Scotland,  I  only  meant  that  I 
«  thought  fo,  but  was  not  certain  of  it.' 

Your  Commiflioners,  after  the  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter, gave  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  the  trouble  of  com- 
ing to  them  a  fecond  time,  and  then  his  Lordlhip 
was  pleafed  to  make  another  depofition  in  thefe 
terms. 

The  right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  being 
fworn,  depofed,  That  the  12,000/.  or  thereabouts ^ 
mentioned  in  his  Lord/hip's  letter  of  the  2^th  of  Fe- 
bruary 171 1-2,  to  the  Commijfwners  of  public  ac- 
comptSy  and  faid  to  be  repaid,  was  not,  as  he  remem- 
bers, repaid  to  his  Lordfhip,  nor  doth  his  Lord/hip 
know  of  any  account  ef  it,  nor  of  any  warrant  for  the 
difpofal  of  this  particular  fum,ftnce  the  repayment  of  ity 
to  any  p  erf  on  what  fo  ever. 

Jurat.  3  March.  171 1-2. 

Godolphin. 

On  a  view  of  the  whole  cafe  thus  flated,  your 
Commiflioners  humbly  offer  the  following  obfer- 
vations. 

That  it  is  plain  by  tlie  two  letters  from  the  Lords 
of  the  treafury  in  Scotland,  that  this  fum  of  20,000/. 
was  not  advanced  to  them  by  way  of  fecret  fervice, 
or  as  a  gift,  but  as  a  loan,  on  promife  of  repayment, 
and  receipts  were  accordingly  given  for  it  by  their 
Agent  here  \  but  your  Commiflioners  are  at  a  lofs  to 
explain  fome  expreflions  in  thefe  letters,  viz.  *  That 

*  oppofers  to  the  Union  would  make  fome  noife, 

*  if  her  Majefty's  letter  was  read  in  the  treafury  ; 
'  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  give  promifes  to 

*  feveral  perfons,  and  without  the  (um  defired,  they 

*  would  be  difappointed,  which  might  prove  of  bad 

C  A  *  con- 
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«  confequence  ;  that  they  would  not  have  it  known, 
*  that  her  Majefty  lends  any  money,  l^c. 

Nor  will  we  prefume  to  gnefs  at  the  reafons  of 
thefe  infinuations,  but  humbly  conceive,  that  if  the 
money  had  been  fairly  applied  to  the  pretended 
purpofes,  there  could  have  been  no  juft  occafion 
for  fo  much  caution  and  jealoufy. 

But,  whatever  inducements  the  Lords  of  the  trea- 
fury  in  Scotland,  might  have  for  tranfading  this  af- 
fair in  fo  fecret  a  manner,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  perfons  employed  here  by  her  Majefty  ought 
not  to  have  parted  with  the  money,  till  her  Ma- 
jefly's  letter  had  been  read  in  the  treafury  of  Scot- 
land, and  till  a  proper  fccurity,  had  pafTed  there 
for  it. 

Whereas,  it  was  paid  on  the  receipt  of  a  private 
Agent,  and  at  the  requeft  of  private  perfons,  for 
fo  we  muft  take  leave  to  call  the  noble  Lords  of 
the  treafury  -,  for,  the  Earl  of  Marr  was  never  in 
this  commifTion,  and  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  had  for 
fome  time  been  removed  from  it. 

However,  fince  the  loan  was  made,  (as  appears 
by  the  depofitions  on  all  hands)  it  is  to  be  con- 
fidered,  whether  the  money  was  ever  repaid,  and 
this  cannot  be  fo  well  underftood,  as  by  comparing 
the  evidence  of  the  two  noble  Lords. 

Firft  then,  the  Earl  of  Glafgow  depofes  in  pofi- 
tive  and  exprefs  terms,  that  12,325/.  was  paid 
back,  to  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  ;  and  in  a  letter  to 
your  Commifrioners,  he  affirms,  that  he  had  already 
accounted  with  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  for  the  money 
remitted,  from  the  ift  o^ May  1706,  to  the  ift  of 
May  1707,  from  England  10  Scotland,  which  evi- 
dence it  mufl  be  allowed,  would  atleaft  befufficient 
to  charge  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  with  the  article  of 
12,325/.  had  it  not  (in  fome  meafure)  been  contra- 
dicted by  the  Earl  of  Godolphin's  firft  depofition, 
wherein,    his   Lordlliip   is  fo   far  from   charging 

himfcif 
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himfelf  with  the  receipt  of  that  particular  fum,  or 
with  pairing  any  account  with  die  Earl  of  Glafgow 
for  the  whole,  that  he  could  not  recoiled,  that  any 
part  of  it  was  repaid,  but  fays,  that  he  underftood, 
it  was  to  be  employed  for  her  Majefty's  fecret  fer- 
vice  in  Scotland^  nor  is  this  variation  reconciled  in 
your  Commiflioners  humble  opinion,  either  by  his 
Lordfhip's  letter,  or  fubfequent  depofition. 

For  though  his  Lordfliip  recolle6is  himfelf  in  his 
letter,  and  fays,  that  he  believes,  12,000/.  or  there- 
abouts, was  repaid  to  the  Queen  by  her  Majefty's 
fervants  in  Scotland^  and  to  the  beft  of  his  remem- 
brance, they  prevailed  with  her  Majefty  not  to  re- 
quire the  remainder  of  the  20,000/.  and  that  when 
he  faid,  he  underftood  the  money  was  for  fecret  fer- 
vice  in  Scotland^  he  meant,  that  he  thought  fo,  but 
was  not  certain  of  it  •,  yet  that  does  in  no  fort  con- 
firm or  concur  with  the  evidence  of  the  Earl  of  Glaf- 
gow ;  but  this  letter  being  fent  only  on  a  doubtful 
recolledion  ;  and  the  facts  contained  in  it  being  of- 
fered with  fo  much  uncertainty,  your  Commiftioners 
forbear  to  make  any  conclufions  from  it. 

But  the  laft  depofition  feems  to  return  to  the  firft 
contradi6lion  of  xht  Earl  of  Glafgow^  evidence,  for 
notwithftanding  his  Lordfhip  does  there  admit  the 
repayment  of  the  12,000/.  or  thereabouts,  as  men- 
tioned in  his  letter,  he  denies  it  was  repaid,  as  he 
remembers,  to  himielf,  and  depofes,  that  he  doth 
not  know  of  any  account  of  it,  nor  of  a  warrant 
for  the  difpofal  of  it,  fince  the  repayment,  to  any 
perfons  whatfoever  -,  which  is  abfolutcly  incon- 
fiftent  with  what  the  Earl  of  Glafgow  mentions  in 
his  letter,  concerning  his  pafiing  an  account  for 
this  money,  befides  the  repayment  is  fuppofed  by 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin  to  be  made  to  the  Queen, 
whereas  the  Earl  of  Glafgow  (as  it  hath  been  faid) 
charges  it  pofitively  upon  the  Earl  of  Godolphin 
himfelf. 

How 
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How  far  thefe  depofitions  and  letters  are  capable 
of  being  explained  into  a  confiftency  with  each 
other,  your  Commiffioners  muft  leave  to  the  wifdom 
and  determination  of  the  houfe ;  but  it  is  obvious, 
that  there  is  no  where  any  pretence  of  a  repayment 
of  the  7,675/.  the  remainder  of  the  20,000/.  nor 
any  fatisfadory  accompt  given  of  the  12,325/.  fince 
repaid. 

So  that  no  part  of  the  money  appearing  to  have 
been  applied  to  her  Majefty's  fervice,  your  Com- 
miflioners  are  humbly  of  opinion,. that  the  whole 
remains  to  be  accounted  for  to  her  Majefty. 

As  to  the  revenue  of  Scotland^  your  Commiflio- 
Bers  doubt  not  but  the  houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  con- 
Cder,  that  they  muft  neceffarily  have  met  with  many 
difficulties  to  their  enquiries  into  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  it^  by  reafon  of  the  remotenefs  of  the  place, 
where  all  the  offices  and  records,  relating  to  the 
publick  money,  are  kept,  from  whence,  not  only 
difcoveries  and  informations,  but  witnefTes,  to  prove 
and  make  good  the  fame,  muft  be  brought,  and 
this  would  have  been  attended  with  fo  much  trouble 
and  expence,  that  fome  examinations  have  been 
rendered  im practicable,  which  in  another  year  may 
be  profecuted  with  better  effed:. 

Your  Com miflloners  therefore  humbly  hope,  that 
fome  general  obfervations  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Scots  revenues,  will  anfwer  what  is  now  expedled 
from  them  with  relation  to  that  kingdom. 

By  xht  ftate  of  the  crown  rents,  exhibited  to  your 
Commiftloners  from  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
it  appears,  that  they  are  fo  burthened  with  grants 
within  thefe  few  years,  and  the  exorbitant  falaries 
of  the  feveral  Colledlors  and  Stewards,  that  the 
greateft,  and  by  much  the  beft  part  of  them  is  ex- 
haufted ;  befides,  it  is  worthy  obfervation,  that  of 
the  little  which  ft  ill  remains  to  the  crown,  very 
confiderable  arrears  are  fuifered  to  continue  in  the 
vaflals  hands, 
•r  The 
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The  revenues  of  the  Bifhops  (which,  after  the 
fubvTrfion  of  epifcopacy,  were  annext  to  the  crown) 
are  in  a  worfe  ftate  than  the  other  crown  rents. 

For  there  are  few  figned  and  authentick  rentals 
of  the  revenues  of  the  faid  bifhopricks  to  be  found 
in  the  Exchequer,  and  fuch  as  are,  do  differ  in  fo 
many  particulars  from  the  charge  the  feveral  col- 
lectors do  bring  upon  themfelves,  that  there  appears 
no  certain  rule  for  making  a  charge  upon  the  faid 
Collectors,  nor  to  afcertain  the  yearly  produce  of 
that  revenue. 

There  can  be  no  comptrol  upon  many  articles  in 
the  difcharge  of  the  Colledors  accounts,  fuch  as* 
grants  to  feveral  laymen,  univerfities,  and  Prefby- 
terian  feminaries,  and  allocations  by  virtue  of  the 
Lords  of  feffion's  decrees,  for  the  augmentation  of 
Minifters  ftipends  and  School- mafters  falaries ;  be- 
caufe  the  grants  and  rights  of  feveral  grantees  are 
not  duly  entered  in  the  records  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  Collectors  cannot  prevent  their  payment 
till  thefe  grants  and  rights  are  recorded,  and  the 
validity  thereof  confidered  :  Many  of  thefe  grantees 
have  entered  into  poffefTion,  and  raife  the  rents 
themfelves,  or  refufe  to  pay  their  tythes. 

Under  thefe  difficulties  it  was  impolTible  for  your 
Commiflioners,  at  this  time,  to  ftate  a  certain  ac- 
count of  the  yearly  produce  of  thefe  revenues,  or 
how  and  on  what  account  they  are  burthened. 

But,  by  the  beft  eftimate  we  can  make,  after  de- 
ducing the  grants  and  allocations  claimed  and  re- 
tained by  the  feveral  grantees,  the  publick  taxes  and 
other  allowances  craved  by  the  Collectors,  the 
whole  revenue  of  all  the  bifhopricks  at  a  medium 
for  feveral  years  (part  of  the  rents  being  paid  in 
kind,  and  caufing  the  yearly  produce  to  vary) 
amounts  to  no  more  annually  to  the  Queen  than 
600  /.  or  thereabouts,  exclufive  of  the  revenue  of  the 
deanery  of  the  chapel  royal,  which  is  about  239/. 

an4 
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and  enjoyed  by  Mr.  William  Carjlaires  :  From  which 
600/.  above  500/.  per  annum  hath,  for  thefe  feveral 
years  pad,  been  deduded  for  the  falaries  of  two 
perfons  employed  to  colledl  the  fame. 

We  have  enquired  into  the  management  of  th6 
money  given  by  England  as  an  equivalent  to  Scot- 
land,  for  fuch  part  of  the  Scots  cuflom  and  excife,  as 
was  applicable,  by  the  articles  of  the  Union,  to  the 
payment  of  the  Engliflj  debts  con  traded  before  the 
Union. 

And  we  do  obferve,  that  the  firft  commifTion, 
dated  the  5th  of  June^  1 707,  appointing  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  equivalent,  confided  of  twenty  five 
perfons,  whereof  fixteen  were  members  of  the  houfe 
of  Comm.ons,  and  lafted  for  two  years  •,  that  the 
houfe  of  Commons  having  addrelTed  the  Queen  to 
reduce  the  number  of  thofe  Commiflioners,  becaufe 
the  greatefl  parr'of  the  equivalent  rftoney  was  iffued  ; 
a  new  commifTion  was  appointed,  dated  the  26th  of 
July,  1709,  confiding  of  fifteen  perfons,  which  dill 
continues. 

That  each  CommilTioner  being  allov/ed  a  yearly 
falary  of  300  /.  the  falaries  of  the  fird  CommifTioners 
am.ounted  to  7,500  /.  per  annum,  and  the  fecond  to 
4,500  /.  per  annum  ;  the  whole  in  four  years  time  be- 
ing 24,000/. 

From  whence  it  appears,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
money  that  was  defigned  for  paying  the  publick 
debts  0^  Scotland,  has  been  expended,  as  your  Com- 
mifiioners  conceive,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  articles  of  the  Union,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  afts  of  Parliament  relating  to  this  money. 

For  your  Com. milTi oners  are  opinion,  that  the 
receiving  and  didributing  of  the  equivalent  money, 
was  not  a  work  of  fo  intricate  a  nature,  nor  attend- 
ed with  fuch  difficulties  and  labour,  but  that  it 
might  have  been  fufficiendy  performed  by  a  much 
lefs  number  of  Commiffioners  than  were  appointed 
in  either  of  the  commiflions,  and  thereby  a  large 

fum 
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lum  of  money  faved  and  applied  for  payment  of  the 
public  debts,  many  of  which  remain  ftill  unfatis- 
lied. 

By  the  15th  article  of  the  Union^  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  yearly  fum  of  2000/.  fhould  be  paid,  for 
the  fpace  of  feven  years,  out  of  the  equivalent  money ^ 
for  encouraging  of  the  manufa6lories  of  coarfe  wool, 
the  firft  2000  /.  to  be  paid  at  Martinmas^  1 707, 
and  the  like  fum  at  each  Martinmas  during  the  faid 
feven  years. 

By  the  fixteenth  a6l  of  the  Scotch  Parliament, 
intituled,  An  a£f  concerning  the  public  debts ^  it  is 
provided,  that  the  faid  fum  of  2000  /.  per  Anniira^ 
fhall  be  paid  previous  to  the  public  debts. 

By  both  the  aforefaid  commilTions,  the  Commif- 
fioners  are  required  to  apply  the  equivalent  money 
in  the  terms,  ,and  after  the  manner  and  the  ufes 
prefcribed  by  the  aforefaid  articles  of  the  Unio7i 
and  acls  of  Parliament. 

Neverthelefs,  in  the  flate  of  the  calh  of  the 
equivalent^  exhibited  to  us  by  the  Com.milTioners, 
they  charge  themfelves  with  14000/.  appointed 
for  the  coarfe  wool,  but  in  the  difcharge,  it  does  not 
appear,  that  any  fum  has  been  applied  or  referved 
for  that  purpofe,  the  whole  fum  of  398,085/.  10  j. 
being  ifTued  and  expended  for  other  ufes. 

And  we  cannot  but  take  notice,  that  tho'  they 
charge  themfelves  with  the  faid  398,085/.  10  i". 
fpecifying  the  particular  ufes  to  which  every  part 
thereof  was  appropriated  ;  yet  in  the  difcharge  of 
the  faid  account,  inftead  of  applying  the  faid 
fum  to  the  aforefaid  appropriated  ufes,  they  f}:ate 
13,480/.  5  J.  5^.  as  the  falaries  of  21  Commif- 
fioners,  from  the  5th  of  June  1707,  to  the  25th 
of  July ^  17091  being  two  years  and  51  days,  and 
9000/,  as  two  years  falary  of  the  15  prefcnt  Com- 
mifiioners,  from  the  25th  of  July  1709,  to  the 
26th  of  July    1711,    amounting    in    the    whole 

to 
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to  22,480 1  5  s,  ^  d.  of  v/hich  they  have  received  in 
money  the  fum  of  19,698  /.  18  J.  10  d.h  and  they 
flate  the  remaining  2,781  /.  6  J.  6^.  i  as  a  balance 
to  them. 

By  the  a(5l  of  the  6th  of  the  Queen,  intituled,  An 
a5i  for  the  further  paymtnt  of  the  equivalent,  each 
CommifTioner  of  the  equivalent  is  allowed  a  yearly 
falary  of  300/.  but  it  is  exprefly  provided,  that  the 
fame  fhall  be  paid  out  of  any  fum  of  money,  (other 
than  the  fum  of  398,085/.  10  s.  the  firfl  equivalent 
money ^  that  has,  or  fhall  become  due  to  Scotland 
by  way  of  equivalent. 

From  which  we  humbly  conceive,  the  Commif- 
fioners  have  no  right  to  demand  and  flate  the  faid 
fum  of  22,480/.  5  i.  5  i.  out  of  the  faid  fum  of 
398,085/.  \os.  paid  to  them. 

The  Commifiloners  by  the  ftate  6f  the  cafh,  have 
overpaid  the  fum  of  2,78 1  /.  6  s.  6d.  i,  whereas  we 
humbly  conceive,  that  if  they  be  compelled  to  ac- 
count in  the  terms  of  the  articles  of  the  Union  ads 
of  Parliament,  and  their  own  commilTion,  there 
doth  remain  in  their  hands  the  fum  of  19^698  /.  18^. 
lod.h  detained  by  them  for  the  payment  of  their 
falaries,  and  for  which  they  are  accountable. 

The  cuftoms  of  Scotland  before  the  Union,  were 
let  in  leafe  by  the  Lords  of  the  treafury  there,  and 
your  CommilTioners  having  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  farmers  thereof,  were  guilty  of  many  illegal 
pradices  highly  prejudicial  to  trade,  and  her  Ma- 
jefly's  revenue  arifmg  from  the  cufloms  before  and 
fince  the  Union,  have  made  fome  enquiries  into  that 
affair.  But  the  fame  being  a  matter  of  great  con- 
fequence,  very  intricate,  and  attended  with  many 
difficulties,  your  Commifiloners  beg  leave  to  poft- 
pone  a  particular  report  thereof,  till  they  fhall  be 
better  prepared  to  fet  it  in  a  true  light. 

Your  CommifTioners  being  informed,  that  the 
CommifTioners  appointed  by  an  a6l  of  the  fixth  year 
of  her  Majefly's  reign,  intituled,  An  a^  for  paying 

the 
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the  debentures  offijh  andflejh^  aired  with  foreign  fait 
imported  before  the  Union ^  and  afcertaining  the  price  of 
foreign  fait  remaining  in  Scothnd,  had  not  applied 
all  the  money  given  by  the  faid  adl  to  the  ufes 
therein  mentioned,  and  particularly,  that  they  had 
made  feveral  dedudions  from  the  faid  debentures, 
and  price  of  fait  allowed  by  law,  did  require  the 
faid  Commiflioners  to  exhibit  a  ftate  of  their  ac- 
compts  •,  in  which  it  did  not  appear,  that  they  had 
made  any  dedu6lions  whatfoever  •,  the  full  value  of 
the  debentures,  and  price  of  the  fait  delivered  over 
to  the  Queen's  ufe,  being  ftated  in  their  difcharge. 

But  having  examined  on  oath  Mr.  Gilbert  Stewart^ 
one  of  the  fiid  CommifTioners,  he  depofed.  That  the 
fum  of  2,780/.  ^  s.  id.  was  proportionably  dedudted 
from  the  faid  debentures  and  price  of  fait,  on  ac- 
count of  charges  in  obtaining  of  the  a<5b  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  paying  the  faid  debentures  on  fait. 
That  this  was  done  by  the  confent  of  almofl  all  the 
proprietors,  who  by  a  deed  under  their  hands  did 
appoint  a  Committee  of  their  own  number,  to  flate 
and  allow  fuch  deductions  on  this  account  as  they 
fhould  think  reafonable.  Which  Committee  did 
agree  to  the  faid  fum  of  2,780/.  Sj.  id.  and  di- 
redled  the  payment  thereof  in  the  manner,  and  to 
the  perfons  mentioned  in  an  adl  figned  by  them,  and 
exhibited  on  oath  to  your  CommifTioners  by  the  faid 
Mr.  Gilbert  Stewart. 

By  an  article  in  this  account  the  fum  of  195/.  is 
ftated  as  paid  to  William  Cockran.,  Efq;  on  the  ac- 
count of  his  charges  in  obtaining  the  ad  of  Parlia- 
ment for  paying  the  faid  debentures  on  filt. 

And  the  faid  Mr.  Stewart  did  on  oath  acquaint 
the  Commiflioners,  that  Mr.  Cockran  was  concerned 
in  trade  with  the  faid  Stewart  and  others,  who  gave 
a  commiflion  to  Mr.  Cockran  to  go  to  London.,  and 
difpofe  of  a  quantity  of  goods  they  had  fent  thither, 
and  did  promife  to  pay  him  what  charges  and  ex- 

pences 
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pences  he  lliould  be  at  on  that  account.  That  af- 
terwards, when  Mr.  Cockran  returned  from  Lcyidon^ 
he  charged  and  claimed  in  his  account,  300/.  as  his 
expences,  which  Mr.  Stewart  and  his  partners  allow- 
ed him,  with  this  provifo^  that  he  fhould  pay  to 
them  whatever  ium  lliould  be  given  as  a  gratuity 
from  the  proprietors  of  the  fait  and  debentures,  on 
account  of  his  fervices  in  obtaining  the  faid  a6l. 
That  accordingly,  when  the  fild  195/.  allotted  to 
Mr.  Cockran^  was  paid,  he  gave  his  receipt  for  it : 
But  the  faid  Stewart  retained  the  money,  and  after- 
wards divided  it  betwixt  himfelf  and  partners  in 
trade  •,  conformable  to  the  above-mentioned  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Cockran. 

Your  Commiffioners  having  humbly  given  their 
thoughts  on  the  mifmanagement  in  the  public  re- 
venues of  Scotland^  will  now  proceed  to  fuch  obfer- 
vations  as  have  occurred  to  them  in  purfuing  the 
accounts  of  that  of  England. 

Fir  ft.,  We  have  endeavoured  to  examine  into  the 
reafon,  how  fo  large  fums  of  pubhc  money  remain 
ftill  unaccounted  for  by  the  perfons  intruded  with 
it  ;  and  we  conceive  this  proceeds  from  the  negled: 
of  thofe  in  iffuingprocefs.  For  in  fome  cafes,  pro- 
cefs  hath  never  been  iffued  ;  in  others,  where  it  hath 
been  iffued,  the  returns  were  generally  Nichils^  or  of 
very  fmall  iffues,  even  where  the  accomptants  were 
poffeffed  of  confiderable  eftates  in  land,  and  other 
valuable  effeds. 

And  there  hath  not  been  only  a  negledl  of  iflli- 
ing  procefs  againil  accomptants,  but  warrants  have 
been  often  granted  from  the  treafury,  to  flop  the 
execution  thereof  when  iffued,  where  accounts  have 
been  many  years  depending,  and  where  there  was 
reafon  to  fufpedl  the  circumftances  of  the  ac- 
comptants, which  though  grounded  upon  better 
pretences  than  any  yet  appear  to  your  Commif- 
fioners, mud  be  an  imputation  of  mifmanagement. 

Some 
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Some  attempts  have  been  made  of  late  towards 
curing  this  evil,  for  a  capias  ad  computandum^  which 
is  the  moil  eflential  procefs  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
which  hath  for  many  years  been  difufed,  is  now  re- 
vived, and  an  office  appointed  to  iffue  it  againft  the 
perfons  of  the  accomptants,  where  a  diftringas  is  not 
fufficient.  This  hath  been  done  with  fo  good  effedt, 
that  accounts  of  money,  impreffed  many  years 
pafl,  have  been  lately  delivered  to  the  auditors. 

Many  inflances  of  what  is  here  afTerted  have  ap- 
peared to  your  Commiflioners,  in  certificates  deli- 
vered on  oath  by  the  proper  Officers,  fome  of  which 
we  humbly  lay  before  you,  &c. 

But  as  the  negled  of  paffing  accounts,  according 
to  the  rules  and  methods  of  the  Exchequer,  has  been 
a  great  detriment  and  lofs  to  the  public  •,  fo  it  has 
been  a  great  prejudice,  that  many  accounts  have 
been  pafled  by  privy-feals,  and  in  an  extraordinary 
and  irregular  manner.  For  on  perufing  and  exa- 
mining fome  of  them,  we  find  that  they  have  not 
been  defired  fo  much  to  fupply  the  want  of  form, 
(the  only  colourable  pretence  for  allowing  them)  as 
to  juflify  unreafonable  and  extravagant  payments, 
fuch  as  are  directly  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
navy;  not  warranted  by  the  eftablifhments  of  the 
army,  nor  grounded  on  any  treaties  or  conventions 
with  foreign  Princes. 

In  the  privy-feals  granted  or  craved,  and  for 
which  warrants  are  obtained  by  the  Pay-mafler  of 
the  army,  feveral  articles  are  included,  which,  as 
far  as  we  are  capable  of  judging,  ought  not  to  have 
been  allowed. 

As  in  particular  for  fecret  fervice  ;  which  had  no 
relation  to  the  army. 

For  paying  the  foreign  forces  in  Britifh  pay,  ac- 
cording to  the  eftablilhment,  without  mufter-rolls ; 
which  your  CommifTioners  are  of  opinion  was  one 
great  reafon  that  no  care  was  taken  to  keep  the  corps 
compleat. 

Vol.  VI.  D  For 
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For  allowing  contingencies  and  extraordinaries 
according  to  the  Dutch  Secretaries  certificates,  with- 
out farther  vouchers. 

For  payment  to  the  Eledors  of  Treves  and  Cologn^ 
not  referring  to,  or  grounded  on  any  treaty. 

In  a  privy-feal  for  pafTing  the  accounts  of  Paul 
Methuen^  Efq-,  fon  of  John  Methuen^  Efq;  we  find 
the  following  extraordinary  payments  allowed. 

1.  The  charge  of  embarking  one,  and  difem- 
barking  another  Dutch  regiment. 

2.  Three  *  thoufand  Af/// i^^^j,  on  a  bill  drawn 
by  the  Prince  of  Hejfe  on  Monf.  Schonenhurgh^  the 
Dutch  Plenipotentiary,  which  being  refufed  by  him, 
was  paid,  as  is  fet  forth  in  the  privy-feal  by  the 
faid  Mr.  Methuen^  for  the  honour  of  that  Prince, 
and  there  declared  it  ought  to  be  repaid  by  the 
States-  General 

3.  One  thoufand  five  hundred  Mill  Re es  expend- 
ed in  prefents  given  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco^  in 
maintaining  his  Ambaflador. 

4.  Thirty  five  thoufand  five  hundred  ninety  five 
MillReeSy  for  the  fubfifting,  cloathing,  and  arming 
of  Spaniards.  For  the  payment  of  which,  we  do 
not  find  he  had  any  authority  but  the  King  oi Spain's 
order. 

5.  One  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty  five 
Mill  Rees  for  freight  of  the  Kingof  «9p^/«'s  coaches 
and  horfes,  and  powder,  prefented  to  him  by  the 
King  of  Portugal 

In  the  account  delivered  to  us  by  Mr.  Methuen^ 
he  charges  ^-,67,^  Mill  Rees^  as  paid  on  account  of 
the  Spaniards  before- mentioned,  which  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  privy-feal,    and  owns  that  for  feveral 

*  N.  B.  A  thoufand  MiJI  Rees  amount  to  about  350  pounds 
jlerling. 

articles 
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articles  allowed  in  the  privy- fcal,  no  vouchers  could 
be  produced. 

There  are  great  fums  due  on  bonds  for  her  Ma- 
jefty's  cuftoms,  which  has  occafioned  a  confiderable 
lofs  to  the  government,  the  merchants  from  whom 
they  were  taken,  being  many  of  them,  with  their 
fecurities,  become  infolvent.  This  lofs  we  appre- 
hend, might,  in  fome  meafure,  have  been  prevent- 
ed, had  the  bonds  been  put  in  fuit,  as  they  ought 
to  have  been,  immediately  after  they  became  due, 
and  not  continued  fo  long  in  the  Remembrancer's 
hands  without  profecution,  or  had  care  been  taken 
not  to  have  fuffered  the  merchants  to  have  engaged 
into  new  bonds,  before  they  had  difcharged  the 
principal  and  intereft  on  their  former  bonds,  ac- 
cording to  the  inftrudions  of  the  Commiflioners  of 
cuftoms  to  their  Officers. 

By  thefe  compofitions ,  the  public  has  loft 
112,499/.  ly s.  yd.  ^,  fuppofing  the  whole  fum 
compounded  for  were  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  but 
as  there  has  been  only  22,227/.  os.  gd.  '2  paid, 
the  lofs  to  the  public  on  this  head,  may  be  com- 
puted at  1 1 7,950  /.  3  ^.   lid.  ~i. 

Of  the  n^oney  iffued  for  the  tranfport  fervice, 
there  has  been  paid  121,125/.  lys.  6d.  2  toMr.  y//- 
kin/on  and  Mr.  Roop,  who  from  the  6  Fek  1701, 
to  23  Jufje  1704,  tranfaded  the  whole  bufinefs  of 
this  office ;  on  the  examination  of  whofe  accounts, 
we  humbly  offer  the  following  obfervations. 

That  notwithftanding  they  are  intruded  with  the 
difpofition  of  fo  large  fums,  no  fecurity  was  ever 
taken  or  demanded,  either  for  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  truft,  or  the  due  anfwering  the  fums  iffued 
to  them. 

That  they  never  received  any  inftrudlions,  by 
which  they  fhould  guide  themfelves  in  the  execution 
of  their  office,  but  being  left  at  liberty  to  make 
their  payments  in  what  manner  they  pleafed,  they 
neither  numbered  their  bills,    nor  paid   them  in 

D  2  courfe, 
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courfe,  according  to  the  method  of  the  navy  office, 
and  as  they  have  been  of  late  obliged  to  do. 

That  they  being  no  otherwife  conftituted  than  by 
a  minute  of  the  treafury,  and  being  themfelves 
cafhires  of  the  money  appointed  for  that  fervice, 
we  humbly  conceive  they  were  not  vefted  with  fuf- 
iicient  authority  to  make  any  payments,  or  war- 
rant their  proceedings  in  the  management  of  that 
affair.  In  which  opinion  we  are  confirmed  by  the 
patent,  bearing  date  the  15th  o^  Auguji  17 10,  which 
we  obferve  not  only  appointed  them  to  adl  as  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  tranfports  for  the  future,  but  has  a 
retrofpedl  to  their  proceedings  before  in  the  per- 
formance of  that  fervice,  which  are  therein  con- 
firmed and  made  valid. 

That  on  the  2  2d  o^June  1704,  when  Mr.  Nutin 
was  appointed  Treafurer  of  the  tranfports,  there  v/as 
a  balance  in  their  hands  of  the  fum  of  6,386/.  is, 
5  d.  J,  out  of  which  they  have  paid  to  feveral  per- 
fons  3,483/.  6s.  10 d,  but  kept  the  remainder  till 
the  7th  of  December  1710,  at  which  time  they  paid 
to  Mr.  Micklewaite^  the  prefent  Treafurer,  2,429  /. 
OS,  4  J.  4,  and  flill  retain  473  /.  14 j.  id.  ^  on  pre- 
tence of  defraying  the  charge  of  paffmg  their  ac- 
counts :  In  excufe  of  their  fo  long  detaining  the  fum 
lately  paid  to  Mr.  Micklewaite^  they  alledge,  that 
they  knew  Mr.  Nutin  and  Mr.  Mafon^  to  be  men  of 
fuch  circumflances  and  charadlers  as  could  not  fafely 
be  entrufted  with  publick  money. 

We  having  nothing  farther  to  obferve  on  the  ac- 
counts of  Mr.  Atkhifon  and  Mr.  Roop^  but  that  they 
difcharge  themfelves  by  payments  on  bills  and 
otherwife,  of  the  fum  of  120,652  /.  3  j.  4^.  where- 
of they  have  paid  on  imprefls  1 1,523/.  i  ^.  6d.  and 
that  for  thefe  payments,  they  have  laid  fome  ac- 
counts before  the  auditors,  but  have  pafTed  as  yet 
an  account  for  one  year  only,  notwithftanding  it  is 
now  more  than  feven  years  fince  any  money  has 
been  iffued  to  them. 

Mr.  Nu' 
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Mr.  Nutin  was  appointed  Treafurer  of  the  tran- 
fports,  on  the  22do^  June  1704,  and  though  he 
received  whilft  in  that  employment,  108,118/. 
iGs.^iod.  i,  he  gave  a  fecurity  of  2000  /.  only  ;  he 
continued  in  this  office  till  January  1705,  about 
which  time  he  was  difmifTed  for  embezzling  the 
public  money.  Mr.  Nutin  is  not  to  be  found,  be- 
ing by  order  of  the  late  Lord  Treafurer  difcharged 
out  of  prifon ;  fo  that  we  can  fay  nothing  farther  in 
relation  to  his  accounts,  except  that  thofe  for  one 
year  have  been  laid  before  the  Auditors,  but  have 
not  been  profecuted  :  Mr.  Nutin  having  mifapplied 
the  public  money,  and  it  being  thought  necefTary 
to  put  that  office  under  a  better  regulation,  the  late 
Lord  Treafurer  ordered,  that  for  the  future,  the 
money  iflued  for  that  fervice  fhould  be  brought 
by  the  Treafurer  into  the  office,  to  be  locked  up 
there,  who  fhould  alfo  tranfmit  weekly  certificates 
to  the  treafury,  figned  by  himfelf,  and  one  of  the 
Commiffioners  at  leaft. 

Notwithilanding  thefe  orders,  and  the  complaints 
of  the  Commiffioners  to  the  late  Lord  Treafurer, 
and  his  repeated  dire61:ions  that  they  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved,  Mr.  Mafon^  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Nutin^  on 
the  iSth  o^  January  1705,  negledled  for  fometime 
to  give  any  account  of  the  money  received,  and 
brought  none  of  it  into  the  office  to  be  locked 
up,  till  the  1 8th  of  January  1706,  and  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  continuance  in  that  office  kept 
fome  of  the  public  money  in  his  hands.  In  parti- 
cular, he  received  at  the  Exchequer,  on  the  7th  of 
November  i^o"]^  '^S.J'j'^l-  18^.  9 J.  and  kept  the 
whole  fum  in  his  hands  till  the  firil  o^  December  fol- 
lowing, at  which  time  he  brought  into  the  office 
30,000  /.  in  fpecie^  and  a  bank  receipt  for  feveral 
notes  of  one  Newell^  amounting  to  5,403 /.  10  s, 
which  was  afterwards  returned  to  Mr.  MafoUj 
Newell  failing  before  the  bank  received  the  money. 
This  was  reprefented  to  the  treafury  by  the  Com^ 
D  3  miffionersj 
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mlflioners,  in  a  letter  on  the  9th  of  December  1707, 
notwithftanding  which,  Mr.  Majon  was  continued 
in  his  office  till  the  14th  of  ^/r// following,  and 
confiderable  fums  were  iflued  to  him.  He  is  ac- 
countable for  262,816/.  19  J.  yd.  of  which  he  dif- 
chargeshimfelf  by  payments  of  the  fum  of  256,927/. 

5  J.  5  J.  whereof  he  has  paid  on  imprefls,  23,668  /. 
17  J.  9  i.  He  has  had  fome  accounts  before  the  Au- 
ditors, but  none  of  them  are  yet  pafTed. 

Mr.  Mafon  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Micklewaite^ 
on  the  19th  of  Jpril  1708,  between  which  time, 
and  the  24th  o^June  171 1,  we  find  there  has  been 
iffued    to   him   from    the    Exchequer,  476,341  /. 

6  s.  II  d.  ^,  and  he  voluntarily  chargeth  himfelf  with 
the  fum  of  4,010/.,  y  s.  2  d,  %-  Mr.  Mickkwaite  has 
laid  his  accounts  before  i\\t  Auditors,  to  Michaelmas 
1710,  which  are  ready  for  a  declaration. 

We  will  conclude  our  remarks  on  the  manage- 
ment of  this  part  of  the  fervice,  with  obferving, 
that  though  the  Com mifTioners have  given  certificates 
to  the  Pay-mafter  of  the  forces,  of  the  number  of 
inen  fhipped,  that  a  deduction  might  be  made  for 
the  victuals  furnifhed  in  their  pafiage  to  Flanders^ 
and  that  there  ou9;ht  to  have  been  deduded  out  of 
t\iQ  pay  of  the  foldiers,  more  than  1300/.  on  that 
account,  as  was  reprefented  to  the  houfe  laft  fefTion, 
yet  no  part  thereof  has  been  paid  over  to  that 
office. 

Though  your  Commiffioners  are  not  yet  poflefTed 
of  all  the  accounts  of  the  navy,  they  think  it  their 
duty  to  reprefent  fome  articles  of  payments  in  the 
accounts  laid  before  them  by  Mr.  Walpole.,  late 
Treafurer  of  the  navy,  which  being  made  at  a  time 
when  that  fervice  was  clogged  with  great  debts, 
feems  very  extraordinary,  and  fuch  as  they  appre- 
hend inconfiftent  with  the  rules  of  the  navy. 

The  firfl  inftance  is  a  payment  of  2000/.  by 
Mr.  Walpole.,  to  the  Earl  of  Orfordy  out  of  the  mo- 
ney properly  applicable  to  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  by 

virtue 
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virtue  of  a  warrant  from  her  Majefty,  bearing  date 
the  13th  of  July  17 10,  which  was  given  to  the 
faid  Earl,  as  her  Majefty's  royal  bounty. 

The  other  inftance  is  two  payments,  amounting 
to  1,452  /.  14  J.  8  d.  made  alfo  by  Mr.  Walpole,  to 
Henry  Prieftman,  Efq;  purfuant  to  a  warrant  from 
her  Majefty,  dated  Jw/y  7th,  1710,  which  direds 
that  10,000  /.  per  annum  fhould  be  paid  during  her 
pleafure,  out  of  fuch  money  as  then  was,  or  fhould 
be  in  Mr.  Wdpole's  hands  for  the  fervice  of  the 
navy,  both  which  are  counter-figned,  Godolphin. 

How  prejudicial  the  allowance  of  thefe  articles 
may  be  to  the  public,  we  prefume  not  to  affirm, 
but  muft  acquaint  you,  that  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  navy,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  infpeft  and  fign  the 
Treafurer's  account,  fay,  that  they  never  knew  any 
fuch  warrants  heretofore,  and  that  regularly  all  war- 
rants fhould  come  from  the  Lords  of  the  treafury, 
or  Lords  of  the  admiralty,  to  them. 

We  therefore  humbly  fubmit  to  the  houfe,  whe- 
ther thefe  warrants  ought  to  have  been  anfwered  by 
the  Treafurer  of  the  navy,  though  counter-  figned  by 
the  Lord  Treafurer. 

We  find  an  addition  to  the  eftablifhment  or  the 
navy,  of  four  fenior  Captains  appointed  to  aft  as 
Commanders  in  chief,  at  Chatham,  Plymouth,  Portf- 
mouth,  and  Harwich,  in  the  abfence  of  Flag-officers, 
by  the  name  of  Superintendants.  This  new  ofhce, 
your  Commiffioners  obferve,  was  erefted  at  a  time 
when  fome  irregular  promotions  had  been  made  in 
the  fleet,  and  hath  occafioned  an  increafe  of  charge, 
without  any  advantage  to  the  fervice,  viz, 

I.         s.     a. 

In  the  year  1709- 4^053  03  04 

In  the  year  171  o,  • 3'954  ^5  ^^ 

And  in  the  year  1711, 4*019  15  07 

12,027  13  II 
D  4  Here 
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Here  your  Commiflioners  think  it  not  improper 
to  mention  a  debt  of  115,014/.  los.  2d,  i,  which 
appears  to  them  by  the  return  made  from  the  navy- 
board,  to  have  been  many  years  due  to  England^ 

from   the  States-General^   for  flores  lent. We 

alfo  find  by  the  fame  return,  that  an  account  of  this 
debt  has  been  long  fmce  prefented  by  the  Com- 
miflioners of  the  navy,  to  the  Lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty, but  v^ithout  effedl. 

All  which  is  humbly  fuhmitted  to  the  confideration 
of  the  houfe. 


The  Commons  having,  on  the  1 7th  of  April,  read 
the  third  time,  znd 'p2i^tdi  i\it  hill  to  reftcre  patrons 
to  their  ancient  rights  in  Scotland,  and  fent  it  up  to 
Xmitnt^  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence  ;  the  agents  for  the 
up  to  the  prefbyterians  of  that  parr  of  Great- Britain^  refolved 
to  follow  it  thither,  and  thereupon  drew  up  the  fol- 
lowing reprejentation. 


Lords. 


To  the  moji  honourable  the  Lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal  in   'Parliament  ajfembled. 

The  humble  representation  of  V/illiam  Carftares, 
Thomas  Blackwell,  and  Robert  BalUie,  Mi- 
nijiers  of  the  Church  ^Scotland,  appointed 
by  the  commifjion  of  the  late  General  Afem- 
bly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  to  take  all 
proper  and  legal  methods  for  preferving  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  aforefaid  Church. 

*  TTis  with  all  humble   duty  and  fubmiflion  re- 

*  J^  prefented  unto  your  Lordfhips,  that  this  de- 

*  pending  bill   feems  to  be  contrary  to  the  prefent 

*  conftitution  of  our  Church,  fo  well  fecuredby  the 

'  treaty 
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*  treaty  of  Union,  and  folemnly  ratified  by  the  a6ls 
'  of  Parliament  in  both  kingdoms.     That  this  may 

*  be  more  clear,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  from  the 

*  firft  reformation  from  Popery,  the  Church  of 
«  Scotland  hath  always  reckoned  patronages  a  grie- 

*  vance  and  burthen,  as  is  declared  by  the  firft  and 

*  fecond  books  of  the  difcipline,  publilhed  foon  after 

*  the  faid  reformation,  fince  which  time  they  were 
*•  Hill  judged  a  grievance,  till  at  length  they  came 
'  by  law  to  be  abolifhed. 

'  Thefe  patronages  having   been  reftored  with 

*  epifcopacy  in  the  year^i66i  and  1662,  did  con- 

*  tinue  to  the  year  1690,  when  epifcopacy  was  abo- 
'  liflied,  and  prefbyterian  church  government  again 
'  eftablifhed  •,  and  tho'  the  a6t  of  Parliament  1 690, 

*  refettling  prefbyterian  church  government,  was 
'  founded  upon  the  adl  of  Parliament  1592,  which 

*  bears  a  relation  unto  patronages,  yet  the  faid  adt 
'  of  Parliament  1690,  doth  exprefly  except  that 

*  part  of  the  old  ad,  and  refer  patronages  to  be 

*  thereafter  confidered,  which  accordingly  was  con- 

*  fidered  in  the  fame  Parliament  1690,  whereby  it 
'  is  plain,  that  the  abolition  of  patronages  was  made 
'  a  part  of  our  Church  conftitution,  enabled  by  the 
'  a6l  1690,  and  that  this  ad  1690,  with  all  other 
«  acts  relative  thereto,  being  exprelly  ratified,  and 
«  for  ever  confirmed  by  the  ad  for  fecuring  the 
'  Proteflant  religion  and  Prefbyterian  government,, 

*  and  engroffed  as  an  effential  condition  of  the  rati- 

*  fications  of  the  treaty  of  Union,  paft  in  the  Parlia- 

*  ments  of  both  kingdoms  ;  the  fiid  ad  abolifhing 
'  patronages  muft  be  underflood  to  be  a  part  of  our 
'  Prefbyterian  conflitution,  fecured  to  us  by  the 
'  treaty  of  Union  for  ever. 

*  Yet  it  is  to  be  particularly  confidered,  that  the 

*  fame  Parliament  1 690,  was  fo  tender  of  the  civil 

*  rights  of  patrons,  and  fo  fincerely  defirous  to  re- 
'  flore  the  church  to  its  juft  and  primitive  liberty 
[  of  calling  Minifters,  in  a  way  agreeable  to  the 

*  word 
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«  word  of  God,  that  they  only  difcharged  the  pa- 

*  tron's  power  of  prefenting  Miniflers  to  vacant 

*  churches,  but  as  to  any  thing  of  civil  rights,  did 

*  make  the  condition  to  patrons  better  than  before, 

*  not  only  by    referving  unto  them  the  right  of 

*  difpofal  of  vacant  ftipends,  for  pious  ufes,  within 

*  the  paroch,  but  alfo  giving  unto  them  the  here- 
«  table  rights  of  the  tythes,  reftricking  the  Miniiler 
«  who  formerly  had  the  faid  right,  to  ftipends  much 

*  below  the  value  of  the  faid  lylbes^  notwithftanding 

*  which  advantageous  concefTion  to  the  patrons  by 

*  the  Parliament,  this  bfll  takes  back  from  the 
«  Church  the  power  of  prefentation  of  Miniflers, 

*  without  reftoring  the  tythes  which  formerly  be- 

*  longed  to  her,  by  which  the  patrons  come  to  en- 

*  joy  both  the  purchafe  and  the  price. 

*  This  being  then  the  true  account  of  our  legal 

*  fetdement  as  to  this  matter,  it  appears  to  be  evi- 
«  dent  that  the  reftitution  of  patronages,  as  to  the 

*  point  of  prefentation,    can  only  gratify  a  few, 

*  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  muft  neceflfarily  dif- 

*  oblige  a  far  greater  number,  that  are  now  freed  of 

*  that  impofition,    and  indeed  it  cannot  but  feem 

*  ftrange,  that  this  bill  fliould  be  fo  much  infifted 

*  upon,  when  there  are  fo  many  patrons,  and  thofe 

*  too  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  Scotland^  that  are 

*  againft  fuch  a  reftitution. 

*  It  is  alfo  apparent  that  the  Prefbyteries  muft 

*  come  under  many  difficuldes  and  hardfhips,  as  to 

*  their  compliance  with  this  innovation,  and  that 

*  many  contefts,  diforders,  and  differences,  will  pro- 

*  bably  enfiie  betwixt  patrons,  prefbyters,  heretors, 

*  and  people,  befides  the  known  abufes,  wherewith 

*  patronages  have  been  attended,  even  in  their  moft 

*  fettled  condition  :  Whereof  many  inftances  might 

*  be  given  ;  efpecially,  that  thereby  a  foundation 

*  was  laid  for  fimoniacal  factions,  betwixt  patrons 

*  and  thofe  prefented  by  them,  and  like  wife  Mi- 

*  nifters  were  impofed  upon  paroches  by  patrons 

'  who 
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*  who  were  utterly  ftrangers  to  their  circumilances, 
«  having  neither  property  nor  refidence  therein. 

«  It  is  therefore  with  all  fubmiflion  expeded  from 

*  your  Lordfhips  juftice,  and  mature  deliberation, 

*  that  a  bill,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  fo  nearly  af- 
«  feding  the  late  treaty  of  Union,  in  one  of  its  moft 
«  fundamental  and  eflential  articles,  refpedling  the 

*  prefervation  of  the  rights  and  privileges,  which 

*  our  Church  at  that  time  was  pofTefTed  of  by  law, 

*  for  the  fecurity  of  which  the  Parliament  of  Scot- 

*  land  was  fo  much  concerned,  as  not  to  allow  their 

*  Commiflioners  to  make  it  any  part  of  their  treaty, 
«  but  referved  it  as  a  thing  unalterable  by  any  judi- 
*•  cature,    deriving  its   conftitution   from  the    faid 

*  treaty  j  fhall  not  be  approved  by  your  Lordlhips, 

*  efpecially   while   the  nature  of  the   treaty  itfelf 

*  fhews  it  to  be  a  reciprocal  tranfadion  betwixt  the 

*  two  nations.' 

WiL.  Carstares. 
Tho.  Blackwell. 
Robert  Baillie, 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  reprefentation  was  firft  ^^^^'^^^^^ 
■  printed  and  prefented  with  this  title,  I'o  the  moft  ho-  firft  tide  of 
fiourabk  the  Peers  of  Great-Britain :  But  an  excep-  '^^2''^'''' 
tion  being  taken  to   it,    becaufe  it  feemed  either 
to   imply   that  the  Biihops  were  Peers  upon  the 
fame  foot  with  the  temporal  Lords,  or  to  exclude 
them  from  being  concerned  in  the  addrefs  ;  neither 
of  which  would  be  admitted  •,  the  faid  reprefenta- 
tion was  thereupon  drawn,  and   new  printed  and 
prefented  as  above.     It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that 
notwithflanding  the  faid  miftake,  which  fome  were 
apt  to  conftrue  as  an  intended  flight  on  epifcopacy^ 
yet  five  of  the  Bifhops,  who  entertained  more  cha- 
ritable thoughts,  and  were  apprehenfive  of  the  fatal 
confequences  of  the  bill  for  reftoring  lay  patronages^ 

gave 
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llfl:^  pve.  ^heir  votes  againft  it.  But  the  majority  of  the 
cror.a.es  in  houfc  of  Lords  wcrc  of  another  opinion  ;  and  fo  the 
T^'ho±  ^^^^  ^^s  on  the  14th  of  April  kvM  back  to  the  Com- 
houfes.  mons  with  a  Imail  amendment,  to  which  the  Com- 
mons afterwards  agreed. 

On  Tuefday  the  27th  of  May,  the  Lord  Hallifa^^ 
acquamted  the  houfe  of  Peers,  that  he  had  matters 
of  great  miportance  to  lay  before  them,  and  defired 
that  the  members  of  that  houfe  might  be  fummon- 
ed  to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  the  next  day  • 
which  being  ordered  accordingly,  his  Lordfhip 
began  his  fpeech  with  taking  notice  of  the  decla- 
ration made  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  That  he  had 
orders  not  to  ad  ofFenfively  againfl  the  enemy  ;  af- 
terwards endeavoured  to  fhew  the  ill  confequences 
of  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  the  neceffity  of  carrying 
on  the  war  with  the  utmofl  vigour,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  :  And,  in  the  con- 
clufion,  made  a  motion  for  addreffing  the  Queen 
hunibly  to  defire  her  Majefty,  to  lay  befoT?  the 
houfe  the  orders  fhe  had  fent  to  her  General,  and  to 
order  him  to  ad  offenfively  in  concert  with   the 

Lords  about  poi^j  Dackcd  his  I.ordfhip's  motion,    and  prefTed 

itws^^''^"^^^^^  "^  ^^^^  Miniftry  to  acquaint  the  houfe, 

declining  to  whethcr  any  orders  of  reflraint  had  been  fent  to  the 

M^v'zsth.   P'^^e/  Ormond?  The  Lord  High- Treafurer  an- 

iwered  moft  of  thofe  fpeeches,  and  having  affured 

the  houfe,  that  in  a  very  few  days,  her  Majefty, 

according  to  her  promife,  would  lay  before  them 

the  conditions  on  which  a  general  peace  may  be 

made  ;  which  he  doubted  not  would  give  entire  fa- 

tisfadlion  .to  every  member  of  that  illuflrious  aftem- 

bly,  and  to  all  true  Englijhmen :  The  Lord  Hallifax 

would  thereupon  have  dropt  his  motion,  but  the 

oppofite  party  being  fecure  of  a  majority,  infifted 

to  have  the  queftion  put  for  adjourning  the  debate  ; 

which  being  done  accordingly,  the  fame  was  carried 

in  the  affirmative  by  6S  voices,  againft  40  :  Where^ 

upon 
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upon  feveral  Lords  entered  their  protefts.  It  is  ob- 
lervable,  that  a  great  Lord  having  declared,  that 
there  was  no  feparate  peace,  and  that  the  fame 
would  be  foolifh,  knavilh,  and  villainous  •,  the  Earl 
of  Wharton  defired  that  illuftrious  affembly  to  re- 
member that  declaration.  After  this,  upon  a  mo- 
tion made  by  the  Earl  of  Strafford^  it  was  refolved 
to  addrefs  her  Majefty,  to  defire  that  fhe  would  be 
pleafed  to  caufe  the  papers  relating  to  the  negocia- 
tions  at  the  Hague  and  Gertruydenburg  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe. 

The  fame  day  Mr.  Poultney  made  a  motion  in  the  May^^th. 
houfe  of  Commons,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre-  JiJ^^'de^iJl  Mr. 
fented  to  her  Majefty,  that  her  faithful  Commons  Poukney  m 
are  juftly  alarmed  at  the  intelligences  received  from  commons ^"^ 
abroad,  that  her  General  in  Flanders  has  declined  rejeded. 
to  a6i:  offenfively  again  ft  France,    in   concurrence 
with  her  allies  ;  and  being  under  the  deepeft  con- 
cern for   the  dangerous  confequences  which   muft 
arife  from  thence  to  the  common  caufe,  do  with  all 
humility  befeech  her  Majefty,  that  fpeedy  inftruc- 
tions  may  be  given  to  her  General  in  Flanders,  to 
profecute  the  v/ar  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  in  con- 
jun6lion  with  her  allies,  as  the  beft  means  to  obtain 
a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  for  her  Majefty,  and 
all  of  them  -,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
who  cannot  but  be  extreamly  apprehenfive   of  the 
fatal  conlequences  of  fuch  a  divifion.  But  after  a  de- 
bate, in  which  Mr.  Secretary  gave  alfurances  much 
to  the  fame  purpofe  as  the  Lord  High  Treafurer 
had  done  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  the  motion  being 
formed  into  a  queftion,  and  the  queftion  put,  it  w^as 
carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  203  voices 
againft  y^  •,  after  which,  it  was  refolved,  that  this 
houfe  hath  an  entire  confidence  in    her  Majefty 's  Refoiution 
moft  gracious  promife,  to  communicate  to  her  Par-  ^"^  pitting 
liament  the  terms  of  the  peace  before  the  fame  ftiall  wnSenL  la 
be  concluded  •,  and  that  they  will  fupport  her  Ma-  ^^^  Oilmen. 
jefty  in  obtaining  an  honourable  and   fafe   peace, 

ag.unft 
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agalnfl:  all  fuch  perfons,  either  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  have  endeavoured,  and  fhall  endeavour,  to  ob- 
llrudl  the  fame  •,  and  that  the  faid  refolution  be  laid 
before  her  Majefty  by  the  whole  houfe. 

The  faid  refolution  being  accordingly  laid  before 
the  Queen  on  the  30th  of  May  ^  her  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  this  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Her  Maje-    JThdnk  you  moft  heartily  for  this  refolution^  which  is 

fly's  anfwer.       dutiful  to  me,  hoHcfl  to  our  country,  and  very  fea- 

finable  at  this  time,  when  fo  many  artifices  are  ufed  to 

ohftru^i  a  good  pace,  or  to  force  one  dif advantageous 

to  Britain. 

This  anfwer  being  the  next  day  reported  to  the 

houfe,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  humble  thanks  of 

the  houfe  to  be  returned  to  her  Majefty  for  the  fame. 

Addrefs  in    It  was  alfo  refolved,  upon  a  motion  made  by  Mr. 

favour  of  the  Murrdy,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 

cfergy^L      Majefty,  that  ftie  would   be  pleafed  to  apply  the 

Scotland.      rents  of  the  late  Bifliops  lands  in  North-Britain,  that 

remain  in  the  crown,  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  of  the 

epifcopal  clergy  there  as  ftiall  take  the  oath  to  her 

Majefty. 

Tfcefub-  It  wasobferved  before,  that  on  the  28th  o^  ATay^ 

ftance  of  the  feveral  Lords  not  only  made  warm   fpeeches,   but 

teft  agaTnft  protefted  againft  the  orders  produced  by  the  Duke 

forVfi"h    ^^  Ormond,  not  to  a6l  offenfively  againft  the  French. 

ing^   ^  ^'  Not  many  days  after  the  faid  proteft  was  publiftied 

in  print,  containing  in  fubftance. 

I.  That  their  Lordftiips  conceived  fuch  an  order 
as  was  propofed  in  the  queftion,  to  be  abfolutely 
neceflary,  becaufe  they  were  convinced  that  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  lay  under  fome  order  of  reftrainc 
from  adling  offenfively,  not  only  from  the  accounts 
which  were  public  both  here  and  in  Holland,  of 

his 
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his  declaring  it  to  Prince  Eugene^  and  to  the  De- 
puties of"  the  States^  at  their  late  confiiltation,  when 
both  Prince  Eugene  and  thofe  Deputies  earneflly 
prefTed  him  to  join  in  attacking  the  French  army, 
\vhich  was  then  known  to  be  much  inferior  to  that 
of  the  allies,  both  in  the  number  and  condition  of 
their  troops,  but  alfo  for  that  nothing  of  this  whole 
matter  was  denied  by  thofe  Lords,  who  had  tlie 
means  of  knowing  thefe  fads,  as  undoubtedly 
would  have  been,  without  fcruple,  had  not  the  faid 
fads  been  true ;  fince  no  fcruple  was  made  of  ac- 
quainting the  houfe  with  a  fubfequent  order,  very 
lately  fent  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond^  allowing  him 
to  join  in  a  fiege  •,  which  was  a  further  evidence, 
that  he  had  before  fome  order  of  reftraint,  for  other- 
wife  this  lall  order  would  be  unnecefTary  and  ab- 
furd,  it  being  a  general,  conltant,  and  {landing  in- 
ftru^Jion  to  every  Commander  in  chief,  by  land  or 
fea,  to  do  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  annoy  the 
enemy.  And  it  is  manifeft  by  this  lail  order,  that 
even  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minifters,  it  was  expe- 
dient to  take  off  this  reftraint  to  fome  degree :  And 
the  leaving  the  Duke  of  Ormond  ftill  under  a  re- 
ftraint from  giving  battle  to  the  French^  feemed 
moft  unaccountable,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  li- 
berty indulged  to  him  of  joining  in  a  fiege,  and 
rendered  it  altogether  ufelefs  :  For  no  place,  when 
taken,  could  be  of  fuch  advantage  to  the  allies  as 
Cambray^  which  opens  a  free  paflage  for  our  army 
into  the  heart  of  Prance  \  and  it  was  impoffible  to 
befiege  that  place,  without  diQodging  the  French 
from  their  encampment ;  and  this  alfo  was  impof- 
fible,  if  the  French  would  keep  their  ground.  Other 
attempts  feemed  to  be  of  litde  ufe,  but  might  ferve 
to  give  the  French  time,  which  they  did  not  want 
fkill  to  improve. 

2.  That  they  conceived  it  would  be  derogatory 
to  her  Majefty's  honour,  to  publick  faith,  and  that 
juftice  which  was  due  to  her  Majcfty's  allies  j  and 

that 
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that  it  was  a  fort  of  impofing  upon  our  allies  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms,  without  their  confent,  and  in  the 
moft  prejudicial  manner,  becaufe  they  were  not  fo 
much  as  acquainted  with  it,  and  fo  might  have 
been  lead  into  great  difficulties  •,  befides,  that  it  fru- 
ftrated  all  eflfential  advantages  againft  the  common 
enemy,  which  might  be  of  fatal  confequence  to  this 
nation,  and  all  Europe. 

3.  Becaufe  it  was  acknowledged  that  a  general 
peace  was  not  concluded,  as  indeed  it  was  very  un- 
likely it  fhould  be,  there  having  been  no  anfwers 
in  writing  given  by  the  French  to  the  fpecific  de- 
mands of  the  allies,  though  the  fame  were  deliver- 
ed to  the  French  three  months  ago  :  And  it  was  fur- 
ther declared,  that  there  was  no  feparate  peace,  nay, 
that  fuch  a  peace  would  be  foolifli,  knavifh,  and 
villainous.  And  therefore  while  we  were  in  war, 
and  had  no  fecurity  of  peace,  their  Lordfhips  con- 
ceived, that  fuch  an  order  of  reflraint  wa^  a  plain 
negledl  of  all  thofe  happy  opportunities  which  pro- 
vidence might,  and  lately  did,  put  into  our  hands, 
of  fubduing  our  enemy,  and  forcing  him  to  a  juft 
and  honourable  peace.  And  furely  it  was  impru- 
dent and  dangerous  to  rely  on  the  promifes  of 
France^  which  were  fo  far  from  being  any  fecurity, 
that  even  a  peace  would  not  be  fafe,  in  their  opi- 
nion, unlefs  it  be  fuch  as  gave  fo  full  latisfadion  to 
the  allies,  that  they  fhould  be  willing  to  join  with 
us  in  a  mutual  guaranty  of  it. 

4.  That  her  Majefly  having  with  great  wifdom 
declared  to  this  Parliament,  that  the  befi  7neans  of 
obtaining  a  good  peace ^  was  to  make  early  preparations 
for  war^  and  a  vigorous  profecittion  of  it :  And  fince 
the  Parliament  had  with  great  duty  and  deference 
to  her  Majefly,  and  a  juft  zeal  for  the  interefts  of 
their  country,  and  of  Europe^  given  very  great  fup- 
plies  for  that  purpofe,  their  Lordfhips  conceived, 
(hat  fuch  an  order  of  reflraint  being  very  different 

from 
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from  that  declaration  of  her  Majefty,  muft  be  the 
effed:  of  very  ill  advice  ;  by  which  the  Parliament's 
good  intention  would  be  defeated,  and  all  thofe 
heavy  loads  of  taxes,  which  they  have  for  fo  good 
pLirpofes  chcarfully  given,  rendered  fruitlefs  and 
unneceiTary  j  and  might  in  conclufion,  after  having 
thus  trifled  away  our  wealth  and  time,  bring  us 
into  the  necefiity  of  accepting  fuch  a  peace,  as  it 
Ihould  pleafe  an  infolent  and  domineering  enemy  to 
give  us. 

This  proteft  was  alfo  publifhed  abroad  in  French^ 
and  other  languages ;  and  the  names  of  the  Peers 
who  figned  it  were  the  Dukes  of  Devonfio'ire^  Marl- 
horoughj  Rutland^  Boiton^  Mountague^  and  Somer- 
fet  -,  the  Marquis  of  Donbefter  ;  the  Earls  of  IVhar^ 
Ion,  Derby ^  Nottingham^  Bridgewater^  Godolphin^ 
CarliJIe,  Orford^  and  Scarborough ;  the  Lord  V ifcount 
Townjhend  ;  the  Lords  Bifhops  of  Oxford^  Sarujn^ 
Bangor^  St,  Afaph ;  and  the  Lords  Rockingham^ 
Cowper^  Haverfianiy  Mohun^  and  Hallifax, 

The  Lord  High  Treafurer  having  engaged  his 
promife  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  as  Mr.  Secretary 
St.  John  did  to  the  Commons,  that  in  a  few  days 
the  Queen  would  communicate  to  the  Parliament 
the  terms  on  which  a  general  peace  might  be  madcs 
there  was  a  kind  of  neceffity  not  to  keep  the  world 
any  longer  in  fufpence,  about  that  important  affair. 
Therefore  on  Friday  the  6th  of  June^  the  Queen 
came  to  the  houfe  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  and 
having  given  the  royal  affent  to  feveral  public  and 
private  ads,  her  Majefty  made  the  following  fpeech 
£0  both  houfes  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  nr^  H  E  making  peace  and  war,  is  the  undoubt- 

*  X  ed  prerogative  of  the  crown  ;  yet  fuch  is 
I  the  juft  confidence  I  place  in  you,  that  at  the  open- 
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*  ing  of  this  feflion,  I  acquainted  you  that  a  nego- 

*  ciation  for  a  general  peace  was  begun,  and  after- 

*  wards  by  mefifages,  I  promifed  to  communicate  to 

*  you  the  terms  of  peace,  before  the  fame  fhould  be 
«  concluded. 

'  In  purfuance  of  that  promife,  I  now  come  to 

*  Jet  you  know,  upon  what  terms  a  general  peace 

*  may  be  made. 

'  1  need  not  mention  the  difficulties  which  arife 
'  from  the  very  nature  of  this  affair,  and  it  is  but 

*  too  apparent,  that  thefe  difficulties  have  been  in- 

*  creafed  by  other  obftrudlions,  artfully  contrived 

*  to  hinder  this  great  and  good  work. 

*  Nothing  however  has  moved  me  from  fleadily 

*  purfuing,  in  the  firft  place,  the  true  intereft  of 

*  my  own  kingdoms,  and  I  have  not  omitted  any 
<  thing  which  might  procure  to  all  our  allies  what 

*  is  due  to  them  by  treaties,  and  what  is  neceflary 

*  for  their  fecurity. 

'  The  affuring  of  the  proteftant  fucceffion,  as  by 

*  law  eftabliihed,  in  the  houk  of  Hanover^  to  thefe 
'  kingdoms,  being  what  I   have  neareft  at  heart, 

*  particular  care  is  taken,  not  only  to  have  that  ac- 

*  knowledged  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  but  to  have  an 

*  additional  fecurity,  by  the  removal  of  that  perfon 

*  out  of  the  dominions  of  France,  who  has  pretended 
'  to  diflurb  this  fettlement. 

«  The  apprehenfion  that  Spain  and  the  Wejl-Indies 
'  might  be  united  to  France,  was  the  chief  induce- 
«  ment  to  begin  this  war,  and  the  effedlual  prevent- 

*  ing  of  fuch  an  union,  was  the  principle   I  laid 
'  down  at  the  commencement  of  this  treaty. 

'  Former  examples,  and  the  late  negociations, 
«  fufficiently  (hew  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  means 

*  to  accomplifli  this  work.     I  would  not   content 
'  myfelf  with  fuch  as  are  fpeculative,  or  depend  on 

*  treaties  only,  I  infifted  on  what  is  folid,  and  to 

*  have  at  hand  the  power  of  executing  what  fhould 

*  be  agreed, 

*  I  can 
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'  I  can  therefore  now  tell  you,  th?it  France  at  lad 

*  is  brought  to  offer,  that  the  Duke  of  J^jou  Ihall, 
«  for  himfelf,  and  his  defcendants,  renounce  for 
'  ever  all  claim  to  the  crown  of  France,  and  that 
'  this  important  article  may  beexpofed  to  no  hazard, 
'  the  performance  is  to  accompany  the  promife. 

'  At  the  fame  time  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown  of 

*  France  is  to  be  declared,  after  the  death  of  the 
'  prefent  Dauphin  and  his  fons,  to  be  in  the  Duke 
«  of  Berrj  and  his  fons,  in  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and 

*  his  fons,  and  fo  on  to  the  reft  of  the  hgufe  of 

*  Bourbon. 

*  As   to  Spain  and  the  Indies,  the  fucceflion  to 
«  thofe  dominions,  after  the  Duke  of  Anjou  and  his 

*  children,  is  to  dcfcend  to  fuch  Prince  as  fhall  be 
«  agreed  upon  at  the  treaty,  for  ever  excluding  the 
'  reft  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 

*  For  confirming  the  renunciations  and   fettle- 

*  ments  before  mentioned,  it  is  further  offered,  that 
'  they  fhall  be  ratified  in  the  moft  ftrong  and  fo- 

*  lemn  manner,  both  in  France  and  Spain,  and  that 

*  thofe  kingdoms,  as  well  as  all  the  other  powers 
'  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  fhall  be  guarantees  to 

*  the  fame. 

'  The  nature  of  this  propofal  is  fuch,  that  it  exe- 

*  cuteth  itfelf     The  intereft  of  Spain  is  to  fupport 

*  it,  and  in  France,  the  perfons  to  whom  that  fuc- 

*  cefTion  is  to  belongs  will  be  ready  and  powerful 

*  enough  to  vindicate  their  own  right. 

'  France  and  Spain  are  now  more  efFc6lually  di^ 

*  vided  than  ever.     And  thus,  by  the  bleffing  of 

*  God,  will  a  real  balance  of  power  be  fixed  in 
'  Europe,  and  remain  liable  to  as  few  accidents  as 

*  human  affairs  can  be  exempted  from. 

'  A  treaty  of  commerce  between  thefe  kingdoms, 

*  and  France,  has  been  entered  upon,  but  the  ex- 

*  ceffive  duties  laid  on  feme  goods,  and  the   pro- 

*  hibitions  of  others,  make  it  impofTible  to  finifh 

*  this  work  fo  foon  as  it  were  to  be  defired.    Care 
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'  is  however  taken  to  eftablifh  a  method  of  fettling 

*  this   matter,  and  in  the  mean  time  provifion  is 

*  made,  that  the  fame  privileges  and  advantages  as 

<  fhall  be  granted  to  any  other  nation  by  France, 

*  fhall  be  granted  in  like  manner  to  us. 

*  The  divifion  of  the  ifland  of  67.  Chriftopber  be- 
«  tween  us  and  the  French^  having  been  the  caufe  of 

<  great  inconvenience  and  damage  to  my  fubjedls, 

*  I  have  demanded  to  have  an  abfolute  cefTion  made 

*  to  me  of  that  whole  ifland  :  And  France  agrees  to 

*  this  demand. 

'  Our  intereft  is  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  trade 
«  of  North-America^  that  I  have  ufed  my  utm'oft 

*  endeavours,  to  adjuft  that  article  in  the  mofl  be- 
«  neficial  manner.     France  confents  to  reitore  to  us 

*  the  whole  bay  and  ftreights  of  Hudfon^  to  deliver 
'  up  the  iflands  of  Newfoundland^  with  Placentla, 

*  and   to   make  an  abfolute  ceflion  of  Annapolis^ 
'  with  the  reft  of  Nova  Scotia^  or  Accadie, 

*  The  fafety  of  our  home  trade  will  be  better 
«  provided  for  by  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk, 

'  Our  Mediterranean  trade,  and  the  Britijb  in- 
«  tereft  and  influence  in  thofe  parts,  will  be  fecured 
«  by  the  poflTefllon  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon^ 

*  with  the  whole  ifland  of  Minorca,  which  are  of- 
«  fered  to  remain  in  my  hands. 

'  The  trade  to  Spain  and  to  the  IVeft- Indies,  may 
«  in  general  be  fettled,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  the 

*  late  King  of  Spain,    Charles  the  fecond,  and  a 
«  particular  provifion  be  made,  that  all  advantages, 

*  rights  or  privileges,  which  have  been  granted,  or 

*  which  may  hereafter  be  granted  by  Spain  to  any 

*  other  nation,  fliall  in  like  manner  be  granted  to 
'*  the  fubjeds  of  Great- Britain. 

'  But  the  part  we  have  borne  in  profecution  of  this 
«  war,   intitling  us  to  fome  diftindion  in  the  terms 

*  of  peace,  I  have  infifted  and  obtained,  that  the 

*  afliento,    or  contradt  for  furnifliing  the   Spani/b 

*  Weft' Indies  with  negroes,  ftiall  be  made  with  us 

«  for 
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*  for  the  term  of  30  years,  in  the  fiime  manner  as 

*  it  has  been  enjoyed  by   the  French  for  thefe  10 

<  years  pad. 

'  1  have  not  taken  upon  me  to  determine  the  in- 

<  tereft  of  our  confederates  \  thefe  muft  be  adjufted 
«  in  the  congrefs  at  Utrecht^  where  my  bed  endea- 

*  vours  fliall  be  employed,  as  they  have  hitherto 

*  been,  to  procure  to  every  one  of  them  all  juftice 
«  and  reafonable  fatisfadion.     In  the  mean  time,  I 

*  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  France  offers 

*  to  make  the  Rhine  the  barrier  to  the  empire  \  to 

*  yield  Brijac^  the  fort  of  Kehl  and  Landau^  and  to 

*  raife  all  the  fortrelTes,  both  on  the  other  fide  of  the 

*  Rhine^  and  in  that  river. 

'  As  to  the  proteftant  intereft  in  Germany^  there 

*  will  be,  on  the  part  of  France,  no  objection  to  the 
«  re-fettling  thereof  on  the  foot  of  the  treaty  of 
«  Weftphalia, 

*  The  Spamjh  Low-Countries  may  go  to  his  impe- 
«  rial  Majeily  ;  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sar- 
'  diniay  the  duchy  of  Milan,  and  the  places  belong- 

*  ing  to  Spain  on  the  coaft  of  Tufcany,  may  like- 

*  wife  be  yielded  to  the  Emperor  by  the  treaty  of 

*  peace. 

'  As  to  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  though  there  re- 

*  mains  no  difpute  concerning  the  ceflfion  of  it  by 
«  the  Duke  of  Jnjou,  yet  the  difpofuion  thereof  is 

*  not  yet  determined. 

*  The  interefts  of  the  Slates-General,  with  refped: 

*  to  commerce,  are  agreed  to,  as  they  have  been 

*  demanded  by  their  own  Minifters,  with  the  excep- 
^  tion  only  of  fome  very  few  fpecies  of  merchandize, 

*  and  the  entire  barrier,  as  demanded  by  the  States 

*  in  1709,  from  France^  except  two  or  three  places 

*  at  moft. 

*  As  to  thefe  exceptions,  feveral  expedients  have 

*  been  propofed,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  this 

*  barrier  may  be  fo  fettled,  as  to  render  that  re- 
^  public  perfectly  fecure  againft  any  enterprize  on 
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^  the  part  of  France^  which  is  the  foundation  of 

*  all  my   engagements  upon   this  head   with   the 

*  States, 

'  The  demands  of  Portugal  depending  on  the 
^  difpofition  of  Spain^  and  that  article  having  been 

*  long  in  difpute,  it  has  not  been  yet  pofnble  to 
^  make  any  confiderable  progrefs  therein  ;  but  my 
'  Plenipotentiaries  will  now  have  an  opportunity 
f  to  afllft  that  King  in  his  pretenfions. 

'  Thole  of  the  King  of  Prujjm  are  fuch,  as  I 

*  hope,  will  admit  of  lictle  difficulty  on  the  part  of 

*  France^  and  my  endeavours  fliall  not  be  wanting 
^  to  procure  all  I  am  able  to  fo  good  an  ally. 

*  The  difference  between  the  barrier  demanded 

<  for  the  Duke  of  .S5i;c>3i  in  1709,  and   the  offers 

<  made  now  by  France^  is  very  inconfiderable :  But 

*  that  Prince  having  fo  fignally  diftinguifhed  him- 
^  felf  in  the  fervice  of  the  common  caufe,  I  am  en- 
^  deavouring  to  procure  for  him  ftill  further  ad? 
«  vantages. 

*  France  has  confented  that  the  Ele6lor  Palatine 

<  (hall  continue  his  prefent  rank  am.ong  the  Elec-> 

*  tors,  and  remain  in  poiTefiion  of  the  upper  Pa- 
^  latinate, 

'  The  eledloral  dignity  is  likewife  acknowledged 

*  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  according  to  the  articles 
^  inferted,  at  that  Prince's  defire,  in  my  demands. 

*  And  as  to  the  reft  of  the  allies,'!  make  no 
?  doubt  of  being  able  to  fecure  their  feveral  interefts. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*  I  have  now  communicated  to  you  not  only  the 
^  terms  of  peace,  which  may,  by  the  future  treaty, 
^  be  obtained  for  my  own  fubjecSts,  but  likewife  the 
^  propofals  of  France  for  fatisfying  our  allies. 

^  The  former  are  fuch  as  I  have  reafon  to  expedl, 
^  to  make  my  people  fome  amends  for  that  great 
^  and  unequal  burthen  which  they  have  lain  umder 
I  through  Che  whole  courfe  of  this  war,  and  I  am 

^  willing 
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*  willing  to  hope,  that  none  of  our  confederates, 
«  and  efpecially  thofc  to  whom  fo  great  acceflions 
<  of  dominion  and  power  are  to  accrue  by  this 
'  peace,  will  envy  Britain  her  fhare  in  the  glory 
«  and  advantage  of  it. 

'  The  latter  are  not  yet  fo  perfe6lly  adjufled,  as 
«  a  little  more  time  might  have  rendered  them  ;  but 
'  the  feafon  of  the  year  making  it  neceflary  to  put 

*  an  end  to  this  fefiion,  I  refolved  no  longer  to  defer 

*  communicating  thefe  matters  to  you. 

'  I  can  make  no  doubt  but  you  are  all  fully  per- 

*  fuaded,  that  nothing  will  be  negledled  on  my 
«  part,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  negociation,  to  bring 

*  the  peace  to  an  happy  and  fpeedy  iilbe,  and  1 

*  depend  on   your  entire  confidence   in    me,  and 

*  your  chearful  concurrence  with  me.' 

Though  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  one  or  tv/o 
members  opened  their  mouths,  to  propofe  the  tak- 
ing the  important  matters,  mentioned  in  her  Ma- 
jefty's  fpeech,  into  confideration,  they  were  prefent- 
iy  ftopped  by  a  general  cry  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  : 
Whereupon  it  was  refolved,  nemine  contradicente^ 
'  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  made  to  her  Ma- 
'  jefty,  acknowledging  her  great  condefcenfion  in 
'  communicating  the  terms  upon  which  a  general 
'  peace  might  be  made  :  Exprefllng  the  fatisfadlion 
^  of  this  houfe  in  what  her  Majefty  had  already 

*  done,  and  their  entire  confidence  in  her  Majefty's 

*  fleady  purfuing  the  true  interefts  of  her  kingdoms, 

*  and  in  her  Majefty's  endeavours  to  procure  for  all 

*  her  allies  what  is  due  to  them  by  treaties,  and  ne- 
'  ceiTary  for  their  fecuricy  ;  and  humbly  to  defire 
'  her  Majefty,  that  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  proceed 

*  with  the  prefent  negociation,  for  the  obtaining  a 
'  fpeedy  peace.'  Hereupon  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  the  faid  addrefs ;  and  being, 
according  to  order,  immediately  withdrawn  into 
the  Speaker^ s  chamber  for  that  purpofe,  Mn  Free- 
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tna}u  their  Chairman ,  did  foon  after  report  the  ad- 
drefs,  which,  with  forne  amendments,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign^ 
TTTE  your  Majefty's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
y  \  fubjVds,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  in 
Parliament  afTembled,  beg  leave  mod  humbly  to 
acknowledge  your  Majcfty's  great  condefcenfion  in 
communicating  to  us  the  terms  upon  which  a  ge- 
neral peace  may  be  made. 

Our  hearts  are  full  of  gratititude  for  what  your 
Majefty  has  already  done,  and  we  want  words  to 
exprefs  the  fatisfadion,  with  which  we  have  re- 
cerved  all  that  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
impart  to  your  Commons. 

We  have  an  entire  confidence  in  your  Majefty, 
that  you  will  fteadily  purfue  the  true  intereft  of 
your  own  kingdoms,  and  that  you  v/ill  endeavour 
to  procure  for  all  your  allies  what  is  due  to  theqi 
by  treaties,  and  what  is  necefTary  for  their  fe- 
curity. 

Thefe  affurances  are  the  lead  returns  which  your 
faithful  Commons  can  make  to  fo  much  conde- 
fcenfion and  goodnefs ;  and  they  humbly  defire 
your  Majefty,  that  you  w'ril  yieafe  to  proceed  in 
the  prefent  negociations,  for  the  obtaining  a  fpeedy 
peace. 

This  addrefs  being  on  Mofiday  the  9th  of  Jiws^ 
prefented  to  her  Majefty,  at  the  palace  at  St.  James'Sy 
by  the  whole  houfe,  fhe  was  pleafed  to  return  the 
following  anfwer, 

J  Have  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  all  my  people  fo  much 
at  hearty  that  I  cannot  hut  take  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
fur  e  in  this  your  dutiful  and  prudent  addrefs  *,  and  thank 
pii  mofl  kindly  for  it. 
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I  have  ftudied  your  welfare^  and  by  this  you  will 
find  the  good  effects  oj  that  confJence  %vhich  you  place 
in  me^  and  which  ought  always  to  remain  between  fo 
affcBionate  a  -prince i  and  fuch  faithful  fuhje^fs. 

Which  being  the  next  day  reported  to  the  houfe 
by  their  Speaker,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  thanks 
of  this  houfe  be  returned  to  her  Majefty,  for  her 
mod  gracious  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe. 

Things   went    not   quite  fo  fmoothly  on   in  the  ^ythz^tz  in 
houfe  of  Peers  :  For  afcer  the  Queen  was  gone  from  the  houfe  of 
thence,  it  being  moved,  that  thanks  be  returned  to  ^'^^^^' 
her  Majefty  for  the  fame  ;  the  Earl  of  Wharton 
faid,  «  They  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  do 

*  it :  efpecially  for  that  part  of  her  Majefty's  fpeech 

*  wherein  fhe  was  pleafed  to  declare,  that  the  ajfur- 

*  ing  the  proteftant  fuccefwn  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover 

*  to  thefe  kingdoms^  was  what  fhe  had  neareft  at  heart : 

*  But  that  her  Majefty's  fpeech  containing  many 
'  other  particulars  of  the  greateft  confequence  and 
«  importance,  he  was  of  opinion  the  houfe  would 

*  do  well  to  take  her  Majefty's  fpeech  into  confide- 

*  ration  the  next  day;'  Which  was  readily  agreed 
to.  The  Lords  being  met  accordingly,  on  Saturday 
the  7th  Q^June^  the  Earl  of  Wharton  propofed  that 
the  letter  from  the  States- General  to  her  Majefty,  in- 
ferted  in  the  Amflerdam  French  gazette,  which  ar- 
rived the  very  next  morning,  with  a  mail  from 
Holland^  might  be  read  :  But  this  was  oppofed  ;  it 
being  fuggefted,  that  the  houfe  ought  not  to  take 
notice  of  a  writing  that  carried  no  authority  with  it. 
After  this,  the  Lords  took  her  Majefty's  fpeech  into 
confideration,  which  occafioned  a  warm  debate. 
Among  the  reft  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  repre- 
fented,  '  That  the  meafures  entered  into,  and  pur- 
^  fued  in  England  for  this  year  paft,    were  contrary 

*  to  her  Majefty's  engagements  with  the  allies ;  did 

*  fuUy  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign,  and 

•  would 
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*  would  render  the  Engli/h  name  odious  to  all  o- 

*  ther  nations.'  Whereupon  the  Earl  of  Strafford 
faid,  '  That  fome  of  the  allies  would  not  fliew  fuch 
«  backwardnefs  to  a  peace   as  they   had   hitherto 

*  done,  but  for  fome  members  of  that  illuftrious 
'  affembly,  who  maintained  a  fecret  correfpondence 
^  with  them,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to 

*  carry  on  the  war,  feeding  them  with  hopes  that 
^  they  fhould  be  fupported  by  a  Rrong  party  here.' 
The  Lord  Cowper  anfwered  this  fpeech  ;  and  be- 
caufe  the  Earl  of  Strafford  had  not  exprefled  him- 
felf  in  all  the  purity  of  the  Engli/h  tongue,  he  took 
from  thence  occafion  to  fay,  '  That  this  noble  Lord 
^  had  been  fo  long  abroad,  that  he  had  almoft  for- 
'  got,  not  only  the  language,  but  the  conltitution 

*  of  his  own  country.  That  according  to  our  laws, 
^  it  could  never  be  fuggefted  as  a  crime,  in  the 
'  meaneft  fubjed,  much  lefs  in  any  member  of  that 

*  auguft  affembly,  to  hold  correfpondence  with  our 

*  allies :  Such  allies  efpecially,  whofe  intereft  her 
^  Majefty  had  declared  to  be  infeparahle  from  her 

*  ozvn^  in  her  fpeech  at  the  opening  this  feffion: 

*  Whereas  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  juftify,  and 

*  reconcile,  either  with  our  laws,  or  the  laws  of  ho- 
'  nour  and  juftice,  the  condu(5l  of  fome  perfons,  in 
'  treating   clandeftinely  with  the  common  enemy 

*  without  the  participation  of  the  allies.'  The 
Lords  took  afterwards  into  confideration  the  advan- 
tages offered  by  France  to  Great-Britain^  particular- 
ly in  fettling  the  trade  to  Spain  and  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  late  King  of 
Spain,  Charles  II.  On  which  occafion  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin  faid,  '  He  did  not  pretend  to  any  great 
<  knowledge  in  trade  •,  but  that  during  the  time  he 

*  had  the  honour  to  be  in  the  adminiftration   of 

*  affairs,  he  had  obferved,  and  he  might eafily  make 
«  it  out  by  the  books  of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  that  the 

*  fingle  trade  to  Portugal  brought  to  England  in 

*  times  of  war,  double  the  wealth  of  the  trade  to 

«  Spiain 
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«  Spain  m  times  of  peace:  So  that  whatever  might 
«  be  faggefted  to  call  a  mill  before  the  eyes  of  the 
'  people,  it  was  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  trade  to 
<  Spain  would  llill  yield  lefs  for  the  future,  becaufe 
^  the  French  had  made  themfelves  abfolute  malters 
*  of  it '     After  many  other  fpeeches,  a  motion  was  Motion  for 
made,  'that  an  humble  addreis  be  prefented  to  her  -  ^d^^-^-f 
Majefty,  to  return  her  Majefiy  the  thanks  ot  this 
houfe,  for  her  moft  gracious  fpeech,  and   for  her 
extraordinary  condefcenfion  in   communicating  to 
her   Parliament  the  terms  upon   which   a  general 
peace  might  be  made,    and  to   exprefs  the  entire 
fatisfamono{  this  houfe,  in  her  Majefty's  great  care 
for   fecuring  the  proteftant  fucceffwn  in  the  houfe  of 
Hanover-,  and  for  her  Majefty's  fteadily  purfuing 
the  true  intereft  of  her  own  kingdoms  •,  and  for  en- 
deavouring to  procure  to  her  allies  what  is  due  to 
them   by  treaties;  and  to  aflure  her  Majefty,  that 
this  houfe  did  entirely  rely  on  her  Majefty's  wifdom, 
to  finifh  this  great  and  good  work.     Some  excep- 
tions were  made  at  the  words  entirely  rely  ;  and  the 
houfe  was  moved,  that  at  the  clofe  of  the  foregoing 
motion  for  an  addrefs,  thefe  words  might  be  added, 
vi2;.   Jnd  in  order  to  that,  to  pray  her  Majefiy  to  take 
fuch  meafures  in  concert  'with  her  allies,  as  might  induce 
them  to  join  with  her  Majefty  in  a  mutual  guaranty  : 
But  after  a  debate,  in  which  "the  Earl  of  Nottingham. 
and  the  Lord  Cowper  made  very  eloquent  fpeeches, 
the  queftion  being  put,  whether  thefe  words  fhould 
he  added,  it  was  refolved  in  the  negative,  by  8 1 
voices  againft  36.     The  reafons  of  this  great  ma- 
jority were  then    faid   to  be,    Firft,    becaufe  the 
proxies,  -of  which  the  PFhig  Lords  had  more  than  the 
other  fide,  were  not  called  for  ;  and  Secondly,  be- 
caufe feveral  Peers  did  not  think  fit,  on  that  occa- 
fion,  to  vote  againft  the  court.     However  that  be, 
on  Tuefday  the  loth  of  June,  the  Lords  prefented 
their  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  which,  befides  the  or- 
dinary head,  contained  nothing  but  the  motion  be- 
fore 
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fore  mentioned  ;    and    to  which  her  Majefty  was' 
pleafed  to  return  this  anfwer. 

_,  ^  ,  T  Moft  heartih  thank  you  for  this  addrefs :  ^hefatis- 
anfwer  to  J^  ja^TioH  you  exprefs  in  what  1  have  laid  before 
*ddY'"^^  }'oz/,  will  contribute  very  much  to  remove  the  difficulties' 
which  have  arifen  in  the  courfe  of  this  negociation^ 
And  the  confidence  you  place  in  me^  will  enable  me  bet- 
ter  to  finifh  this  great  work^  for  the  advantage  of 
my  own  people,  and  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  my 
allies, 

Lo7d?^ro-  ^^  ^^  obfervable  that  feveral  Lords  entered  a 
left  againft  protcfl  againll  the  rejeding  of  the  guaranty  claufe, 
rejeaing      offered  to  be  added  at  the  clofe  of  the  motion  for 

the  guar  an- 

t^dauSc  an  addrefs,  and  were  faid  to  have  figned  their  rea- 
fons  for  it,  which  were  foon  after  publifhed  in  print 
as  follows  : 

WE  think  it  neceflary  to  have  the  fecurity 
propofed  of  a  general  guaranty,  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  we  conceive  the  terms  of  peace  that 
are  offered,  have  proceeded  from  a  feparate  nego- 
ciation,  carried  on  by  the  Minifters  with  France^ 
without  any  communication  thereof  to  the  prin- 
cipal allies  •,  particularly  the  States-General,  as  they 
fay  in  the  letter  to  her  Majefty,  (whofe  interelt 
her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  declare  to  this  Parlia- 
ment, fhe  looked  upon  as  infeparable  from  her 
own)  and  we  conceive  this  negociation  to  be  con- 
trary to  thofe  orders  which  her  Majefty  declared 
to  this  houfe,  in  anfwer  to  their  addrefs,  that  fhe 
had  given  to  her  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht^ 
to  concert  with  thofe  of  her  allies  ;  and  the  refo- 
lution  expreffed  in  her  meffage,  Jan,  17.  of  a 
ftridt  union,  in  which  fhe  propofed  to  join  with 
them,  in  order  to  obtain  a  good  peace,  and  to 
guaranty  and  fupport  the  fame,  as  fhe  had  before 
declared   in   her  fpeech  at   the   opening  of   this 

felTion  5 
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fefllon  :  that  Jhe  would  unite  with  them  in  the  ftriEl- 
eft  engagements  for  continuing  the  alliance^  in  order  to 
render  the  general  ;peace  fecure  and  lafting ;  and  con- 
trary to  the  8ch  article  of  the  grand  alliance, 
which  exprefly  obliges  all  the  allies  not  to  treat, 
unlets  jointly,  and  with  the  common  advice  of  the 
pther  parties. 

And  we  conceive  that  the  refufal  of  thefe 
words  propofed  to  be  added,  may  be  looked  up- 
on by  the  allies,  as  if  this  houfe  approved  this 
method  of  tranfading  with  France^  which  may 
feem  to  them  to  tend  to  a  feparate  peace,  of  which 
her  Majefty  has  declared  her  diflike,  and  which 
was  acknowledged  in  this  houfe  to  be  foolifh  and 
knavifh,  and  would  be  of  pernicious  confequence 
to  this  kingdom,  by  preventing  that  guaranty  of 
peace  by  the  allies,  which  is  fo  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  their  mutual  fecurity,  and  leave  us  expofed 
to  the  power  of  France^  there  being  little  reafon 
to  exped:  their  future  help  after  fuch  a  grofs  breacb 
of  truft. 

And  we  further  conceive,  that  fuch  a  feparate 
proceeding  may  create  in  the  allies  fo  great  a 
diftruft,  as  may  tempt  them  to  take  the  like 
meafures,  and  fo  give  the  French  opportunity  to 
break  that  union,  which  has  been  hitherto  fo  ufeful 
to  us,  and  formidable  to  them ;  any  appearance 
whereof  muft  encourage  France^  either  to  delay 
the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  or  to  impofe  upon  the 
allies  in  the  further  progrefs  of  the  treaty. 

A  perfedl  union  among  the  allies  feems  to  us 
to  be  more  neceflary  in  the  prefent  cafe,  becaufe 
the  foundation  upon  which  all  the  offers  of  France 
relating  to  Great^Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  allies, 
are  built,  viz.  A  renunciation  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou 
to  that  kingdom^  is,  in  our  opinion,  fo  fallacious, 
that  no  reafonable  man,  much  lefs  whole  nations, 
can  ever  look  upon  it  as  any  fecurity.  Expe- 
rience may  fufficiently  convince  us,  how  little  we 

ought 
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ought  to  rely  upon  the  renunciation  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon^  and  though  the  prefent  Duke  of  An- 
jou  fhould  happen  to  think  himfelf  bound  by  his 
own  a6t,  which  his  grandfather  did  not,  yet  will 
his  defcendants  be  at  liberty  to  fay,  that  no  a^  of 
his  could  deprive  them  of  their  birth -right ;  and  efpe- 
cially  when  it  is  fuch  a  right,  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  Frenchmen^  ought  inviolably  to  be  maintained, 
by  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  kingdom  of 
France. 

And  we  humbly  think  it  unfafe  to  depend 
upon  this  principal  part  of  the  treaty's  executing 
it  felf,  by  fuppofing  it  will  be  the  intereft  of 
France  to  iuY^^on  It  \  fmce,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
manifeft  by  the  French  endeavours  ever  fince  the 
P^renean  treaty,  to  unite  the  monarchies  of  France 
and  Spain,  they  look  upon  that  union  to  be  their 
greateft  intereft,  and  the  moft  effedual  means  of 
eftablifhing  the  univerfal  monarchy  in  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon. 

And  if  it  were  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  the 
two  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  ihould  remain  in 
diftind  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  yet  this 
is  contrary  to  the  grand  alliance  itfelf,  which  re- 
cites the  ufurpation  of  the  Spanijh  monarchy  by  the 
French  King,  for  the  Duke  of  Anjou^  as  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  this  war. 

As  to  Port  Mahon^  Gibraltar^  the  AJfiento^  and 
the  other  advantages  to  Britain  propofed  by  France^ 
(befides  that  they  are  all  precarious,  and  in  the 
power  of  France  and  Spain  to  take  from  us  when 
they  plcafe)  confidering  the  fituation  of  thofe  king- 
doms, and  the  vaft  wealth  and  ftrength  which 
will  be  left  to  them,  we  conceive  it  impoflible  for 
any  man  to  look  on  thofe  as  a  compenfation  to 
Britain  in  any  degree,  for  the  leaving  Spain  and  the 
Indies  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the  houfe  oi  Bourbon  ;  which 
befides  other  manifeftly  fatal  confequences,    mud 

be 
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be  extreamly  prejudicial  to  our  woollen  manufadture, 
if  it  does  not  entirely  ruin  it. 

As  to  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  though  we 
own  it  will  be  a  great  fafety  to  our  home  trade, 
yet  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend,  by  what  was  faid 
in  the  debate,  that  it  is  not  yet  agreed  to  be  demo- 
Jifhed,  without  an  equivalent  for  it  to  the  French 
King's  fatisfadlion. 

And  in  all  the  particulars  relating  to  the  allies, 
though  they  are  not  perfedly  adjufted,  yet  by  what 
does  appear  concerning  them,  the  allies  are  likely 
to  be  left  in  fuch  a  (late  of  infecurity,  as  is  abfo- 
lutely  inconfiftent  with  our  own  fafety. 

The  Rhine  is  propofed  for  a  barrier  of  the  em- 
pire, which  leaves  Strajburgh  and  Hiinninghen  m 
the  hands  of  the  French  ;  the  former  of  which  has 
always  been  looked  upon  as  the  key  of  the  em- 
pire. 

The  propofals  of  France  relating  to  the  barrier 
for  the  Slates-General,  not  only  deprive  them  of 
all  the  places  taken  fince  the  year  1709,  but  alfo 
of  two  or  three  places  more  included  in  the  de- 
mand made  by  the  States  in  that  year,  which  will 
render  their  barrier  wholly  infufficient,  and  con- 
fequently  very  much  weaken  the  fecurity  of  Bri- 
tain, 

Portugal  feems  to  be  wholly  abandoned  to  the 
power  of  Spain,  notwithftanding  the  great  advanta- 
ges we  have  received  during  this  war,  by  our  trade 
with  that  kingdom,  which  might  ftill  be  extreamly 
beneficial  to  us. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  is  fo  very  little  and  in- 
conliderable  a  difference  between  thefe  offers  of 
France,  and  thofe  made  at  Utrecht,  Feb,  11.  N.  S. 
and  figned  Huxelles,  (as  appears  to  us  upon  our 
comparing  them  together)  that  both  feem  to  be 
the  cffedl  of  a  fecret  and  particular  negociation 
vfkh  France ',  and  this  houfe  having  unanimoufly 
concurred,  in  exprefling  to  her  Majefty  their  ut- 

molt 
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moft  refentment  at  thofc  terms  offered  to  her  Ma- 
jefty  and  her  allies,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  ;  and  her  Majefty  having  gracioufly  accept- 
ed that  our  addrefs,  and  rewarded  that  duty  and 
2eal  with  her  hearty  thanks,  we  cannot  in  refpefl: 
to  her  Majefty,  or  juftice  to  our  country,  retrad 
that  opinion,  nor  think  the  terms  now  good  for  us 
or  the  allies,  or  give  any  feeming  approbation  of 
them,  which  then  were  received  by  this  houfe,  and 
all  the  allies,  with  fcorn  and  deteftation. 

For  thefe  reafons,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
offers  of  France  are  fallacious  and  enfnaring,  no 
ways  proportioned  to  the  advantages  which  her 
Majefty  (from  the  great  fucceftes  which  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  blefs  her  and  her  allies,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  war)  might  juftly  expedl  for 
her  own  kingdoms,  and  for  them,  very  unfuffi- 
cient  for  preferving  a  balance  of  power  in  £»ro/?^, 
for  the  future  fecurity  of  her  Majefty  and  her  allies, 
though  they  fhould  be  never  fo  exadlly  performed  ; 
and  yet,  even  fuch  as  they  are,  there  is  no  effedual 
fecurity  offered  for  the  performance  of  them,  which 
makes  it  abfolutely  neccffary,  as  we  conceive,  that 
fuch  meafures  fhould  be  taken  in  concert  with  the 
allies,  as  may  induce  them  to  join  with  her  Majefty 
in  a  mutual  guaranty. 
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The  majority   of  Peers  were  fo  offended  at  this 
protefl:,  that  on  Friday  the  13  th  oijune^  the  que- 
ll ion  being  put,  Whether  the  /aid  protejl  he  expunged 
out  of  the  hooks  of  the  houfe  ;    it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,    by  a   majority   of  66  voices   againft  prot^or^ 
qi  prefent,    and    of   go    againft  ^4,    proxies   in- '^^''^'^  ^0  ^^ 
eluded.      1  he  next  day,  upon  a  complaint  made  in  ofthebooks 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  that  both  the  faid  proteft,  and  7"'-'^i* 
the  former  concerning  the  orders  produced  by  the 
Duke  of  Ormonde  were  publifhed  in  print,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  enquire  who  were  the  print- 
ers and  publifhers  of  the  fame  ;    but  this   Com- 
mittee not  being  able  to  make  any  difcovery  in  that 
matter,  the  Lords  applied  themfelves,  by  addrefs, 
to  the  Queen  for  that  purpofe.     Hereupon  on  the 
24th  of  Jmie^  the  Queen  in  council  at  Kenfington^ 
the  following  order  was  made. 

AN  addrefs  from  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tern-  ^o'^f^'"  ^//^^ 
poral  in  Parliament  affembled,  having  been  th^difcover- 
prefented  to  her  Majefty,  that  flie  would  be  g^^- '",f  ^^y^b- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  dired  fuch  methods  to  be  taken,  iifher  of  the 
as  her  Majefty  fhould  think  moft  proper,  in  order  ^"/olft"^ 
to  difcover  the  printers  and  publifliers  of  the  rea- 
fons    for    the  proteftarion   entered    in  the  journal 
of  that  houfe,  the  28th  of  Alay  laft  ,  and  of  one 
other    malicious    and   fcandalous  paper,  entituled, 
The  protefts  of  the  Lords  upon  addrejfuig  her  Majefly 
for  her  fpeech  \  with  the  names  of  the  Lords.  Price  2  d* 
And  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  direding  the  print- 
ing thereof;  which    having  been  this  day  read  at 
the  board,  her  Majefty  in  council  taking  the  fame 
into  confideration,  was  thereupon  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  order,  as   it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  whofoever 
fhall  difcover  to  one  of  her  Majefty's  Principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State  the  printer  or  printers  of  the  flud 
pamphlets,  or  either  of  them,  within  three  months 
from   the  date  hereof,    fo  as   he  or  they  fliali  be 
brought  to  juftice,  fliall  have  and  receive  the  re- 
Vol.  VL  F        ^  ward 
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ward  of  50  /.  and  likewife,  whoever  fhall  within 
the  faid  three  months  difcover  the  perfon  or  per- 
fons  that  diredled  the  printing  thereof,  or  of  either 
of  them,  fo  as  he  or  they  fhall  be  brought  toju- 
llice,  fhall  have  and  receive  the  reward  of  100/. 
and  the  right  honourable  the  Lord  High  Treafurer 
is  to  caufe  the  aforefald  fums  to  be  paid,  upon  the 
convi6lion  of  the  faid  perfons  accordingly. 

Edward  Southwell. 


Nor  were  the  Commons  lefs  offended  than  the 
Lords,  at  feveral  papers  publifhed  about  this  time. 
For  on  Tue/day  the  loth  ofjune^  after  the  bill  for 
reftraining  the  great  licenfe  taken  in  puUiJhing  falfe  and 
fcandalous  libels  was  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  a  complaint  being  made 
to  the  houfe,  of  the  preface  to  a  book  entituled, 

FOUR     SERMONS. 

I.  On  the  death  of  Slueen  Mary,  1694. 

II.  On  the  death  of  th£  Duke  of  G\oct^tY^   1700. 
Ill  On  the  death  <?/ &|j  William,   1701. 

IV.  On  the  ^een^s  acceffion  to  the  throne  in  1 702. 

By  WIL  L IJM  Lord  BiOiop  of  St  Jfaph. 

The  book  was  brought  up,  and  the  preface  was 
read  as  follows : 

'Thepreface  'TP  H  E  publilhing  a  few  fermons  whilfl  I  live, 
tothemftop    j^    j^g  j^^^^  Qf  ^j^l^j^  ^^3  preached  about  eight 

faph-'i  four  years  fince,  and  the  firfl  above  feventeen,  will  make 
inThThoufe  ^^  ^'^^y  natural  for  people  to  enquire  into  the  occa- 
of  Com-  fions  of  doing  fo,  and  to  fuch  I  do  very  willingly 
'^°''''        affign  thefe  following  reafons. 

I  Firjl, 
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Firft^  From  the  obfervations  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  for  thefe  many  years  lad  pail,  upon  our 
publick  affairs  -,  and  from  the  natural  tendency  of 
feveral  principles  and  pradtices,  that  have,  of  late, 
been  ftudioufly  revived  •,  and  from  what  has  foU 
lowed  thereupon,  I  could  not  help  both  fearing  and 
prefaging,  that  thefe  nations  would,  fome  time  or 
other,  (if  ever  we  Ihould  have  an  enterprifing 
Prince  upon  the  throne,  of  more  ambition  than 
virtue^  juftice,  and  true  honour,)  fall  into  the  way 
of  all  other  nations,  and  lofe  their  liberty. 

Nor  could  1  help  forefeeing,  to  whole  charge  a 
great  deal  of  this  dreadful  mifchief,  whenever  it 
fhould  happen,  would  be  laid  :  Whether  juftly  or 
unjuftly,  was  not  my  bufinefs  to  determine  :  But  I 
refolved,  for  my  own  particular  part,  to  deliver 
my  felf  as  well  as  I  could,  from  the  reproaches 
and  curfes  of  pofterity,  by  publickly  declaring  to 
all  the  world,  that  although  in  the  conilant  courfe 
of  my  miniftry,  I  have  never  failed,  on  proper  oc- 
cafions,  to  recommend,  urge,  and  infill  upon  the 
loving,  honouring,  and  the  reverencing  the  prince's 
perfon,  and  holding  it  according  to  the  laws,  in- 
violable and  facred,  and  paying  all  obedience  and 
fubmiflion  to  the  laws,  though  never  fo  hard  and 
inconvenient  to  private  people :  Yet  did  I  never 
think  myfelf  at  liberty,  or  authorized,  to  tell  the 
people,  that  either  Chrift^  St  Peter^  or  St  Paul^ 
or  any  other  holy  writer,  had,  by  any  dodtrine, 
delivered  by  them,  fubverted  the  laws  and  con- 
ftitutions  of  the  country  in  which  they  lived  ;  or 
put  them  in  a  worfe  condition  with  refped  to 
their  civil  liberties,  than  they  would  have  been, 
had  they  not  been  Chriftians,  I  ever  thought  it  a 
mod  impious  blafphemy  againft  that  holy  religion, 
to  father  any  thing  upon  it,  that  might  encourage 
tyranny,  oppreflion,  or  injuftice,  in  a  Prince,  or 
chat  eafily  tended  to  make  a  free,  and  happy 
F  2  people, 
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people,  Jlaves  and  ?niferable.  No :  People  may- 
make  themfelves  as  wretched  as  they  will  j  but  let 
not  God  be  called  into  that  wicked  party.  When 
force  and  violence,  and  hard  necefiity,  have  brought 
the  yoke  of  fervitude  upon  a  people's  neck,  reli- 
gion will  fupply  them  with  a  patient  and  fubmiflive 
fpirit  under  it,  till  they  can  innocently  fhake  it 
off:  But  certainly  religion  never  puts  it  on.  This 
always  was,  and  this  at  prefent  is,  my  judgment  of 
thefe  matters ;  and  I  would  be  tranfmittcd  ta 
pofterity  (for  the  little  fhare  of  time  fuch  names  as 
mine  can  live)  under  the  charadler  of  one  who 
loved  his  country,  and  would  be  thought  a  good 
Knglijhman  as  well  as  a  good   Clergyman, 

This  chara6ler  I  thought  would  be  tranfmitted, 
by  the  following  fermons,  which  were  made  for, 
and  preached  in  a  private  audience,  when  I  could 
think  of  nothing  elfc  but  doing  my  duty  on  the 
occafions  that  were  then  offered  by  God's  provi- 
dence, without  any  manner  of  defign  of  making 
them  publick  :  And  for  that  reafon  I  give  them 
now,  as  they  were  then  delivered  j  by  which  I 
hope  to  fatisfy  thofe  people  who  have  objeded  a 
change  of  principles  to  me,  as  if  I  were  not  nov/ 
the  fame  man  I  formerly  was.  I  never  had  but 
one  opinion  of  thefe  matters,  and  that  I  think  is  fo 
reafonable  and  well-grounded,  that  I  believe  I  ne- 
ver can  have  any  other. 

Another  reafon  for  my  publifliing  thefe  fermorrs 
at  this  time,  is,  that  I  have  a  mind  to  do  my  felf 
fome  honour,  by  doing  what  honour  I  could  to 
the  memory  of  two  moft  excellent  Princes,  and 
who  have  very  highly  deferved  at  the  hands  of 
all  the  people  of  thefe  dominions,  who  have  any 
true  value  for  the  proteftant  religion^  and  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  Englijh  government^  of  which  they 
were  the  great  deliverers  and  defenders,  I  have 
lived  to  fee  their  illuftrious  names  very  rudely 
handled,  and  the  great  benefits  they  did  this  na- 
tion^ 
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tion,  treated  flightly  and  contemptuoufly.  I  have 
Jived  to  fee  our  deliverance  from  arbitrary  fower 
and  popery^  traduced  and  vilified  by  fome,  who 
formerly  thought  it  was  their  greateft  merit,  and 
made  it  part  of  their  boaft  and  glory,  to  have  had 
a  little  hand  and  fhare  in  bringing  it  about  :  And 
others,  who,  without  it,  mud  have  lived  in  exile, 
poverty  and  mifery,  meanly  difciaiming  it,  and 
yfing  ill  the  glorious  injlrument  thereof.  Who 
could  expert  fuch  a  requital  of  fuch  merit  ?  I 
have,  I  own  it,  an  ambition  of  exempting  my 
felf  from  the  number  of  unthankful  people ;  and 
as  I  loved  and  honoured  thofe  great  princes  living, 
and  lamented  over  them  when  dead,  fo  I  would 
gladly  raife  them  up  a  monument  of  praife,  as  la- 
ding as  any  thing  of  mine  can  be  ;  and  I  chufe  to 
do  it  at  this  time,  when  it  is  fo  unfafliionable  a 
thing  to  fpeak  honourably  of  them. 

The  fermon  that  was  preached  on  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter^s  death,  was  printed  quickly  after,  and  is 
now,  becaufe  the  fubjedl  was  fo  fuitable,  joined  to 
the  others.  The  lofs  of  that  mod  promifmg  and 
hopeful  Prince  was,  at  that  time,  I  faw,  unfpeak- 
ably  great  ;  and  many  accidents  fince  have  con- 
vinced us,  that  it  could  not  have  been  over- valued. 
That  precious  life,  had  it  pleafed  God  to  have 
prolonged  it  to  the  ufual  fpace,  had  faved  us  ma- 
ny fears  and  jealoufies,  and  dark  didruds,  and 
prevented  many  alarms  that  have  long  kept  us, 
and  will  keep  us  dill  waking  and  uneafy.  No- 
thing remained  to  comfort  and  fupport  us  under 
this  heavy  droke,  but  the  neceffity  it  brought  the 
King  and  nation  under,  of  fetding  the  fuccejfion  in 
the  houfe  of  Hanover^  and  giving  it  an  hereditary 
right  by  a5i  of  Parliament^  as  long  as  it  continues 
froteftant.  So  much  good  did  God,  in  his  mer- 
ciful providence,  produce  from  a  misfortune, 
which  we  could  never  otherwife  have  fufficiently 
deplored. 

F  3  The 
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The  fourth  fermon  was  preached  upon  the 
Queen's  accejfion  to  the  throne,  and  in  the  firft 
year  in  which  that  day  was  folemnly  obferved, 
(for  by  fome  accident  or  other  it  had  been  over- 
looked the  year  before)  and  every  one  will  know, 
without  the  date  of  it,  that  it  was  preached  very 
early  in  this  reign,  fince  I  v/as  able  only  to  pro- 
mife  and  prefage  its  future  glories  and  fuccelTes, 
from  the  good  appearances  of  things,  and  the  hap- 
py turn  our  affairs  began  to  take,  and  could  not 
then  count  up  the  victories,  and  triumphs,  that, 
for  feven  years  after,  made  it,  in  the  prophet's 
language,  a  name  and  praife  among  all  the  people 
of  the  earth.  Never  did  feven  fuch  years  toge- 
ther pafs  over  the  head  of  any  Englifi)  monarch, 
nor  cover  it  with  fo  much  honour :  The  crown 
and  fcepter  feemed  to  be  the  ^leen^s  lead  orna- 
ments. Thofe,  other  Princes  wore  in  common 
with  her  :  And  her  great  perfonal  virtues  were  the 
fame  before  and  fince.  But  fuch  was  the  fame  of 
her  adminiftration  of  affairs  at  home  -,  fuch  was 
the  reputation  of  her  wifdom  and  felicity  in  chu- 
fing  minitlers  ;  and  fuch  was  then  efteemed  their 
faithfulnefs  and  zeal,  their  diligence  and  great  abi^ 
lities  in  executing  her  commands  :  To  fuch  a 
height  of  military  glory  did  her  great  General  and 
her  armies  carry  the  Bril'if}:)  name  abroad  :  Such 
was  the  harmony  and  concord  betwixt  her  and  her 
al]\ei:  And  fuch  was  the  blefiing  of  God  upon  all 
her  councils  and  undertakings,  that  I  am  as  fure 
as  hiftory  can  make  me,  no  Prince  of  ours  was 
ever  yet  fo  profperous  and  fuccefsful,  fo  loved, 
efteemed,  and  honoured  by  their  fubjecls  and  their 
friends  ;  nor  near  fo  formidable  to  their  enemies. 
We  were,  as  all  the  world  imagined  then,  juft 
entring  on  the  ways,  that  promifed  to  lead  to  fuch 
a  peace,  as  would  have  anfwered  all  the  prayers 
of  our  religious  Queen,  the  care  and  vigilance  of 
a  moll  able  miniflry,    the  payments  of  a  willing 

and 
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and  obedient  people,  as  well  as  all  the  glorious 
toils  and  hazards  of  the  foldiery ;  when  God,  for 
our  fins,  permitted  the  fpirit  of  difcord  to  go  forth, 
and  by  troubling  fore  the  camp,  the  city,  and  the 
country  ;  (and  oh  !  that  it  had  altogether  fpared 
the  places  facred  to  his  worfliip !)  to  fpoil,  for  a 
time,    this   beautiful   and  pleafing  profpe6t  ;  and 

give  us,    in   its  ftead   I  know  not  what our 

enemies  will  tell  the  reft  with  pleafure.  It  will 
become  me  better  to  pray  to  God  to  reftore  us  to 
the  power  of  obtaining  fuch  a  peace  as  will  be  to 
his  glory,  the  fafety,  honour,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  Queen  and  her  dominions,  and  the  general  fa- 
tisfadion  of  all  her  high  and  mighty  allies. 

After  the  reading  of  this  preface,  the  Commons 
refolved  : 

1 .  That  the  /aid  preface  is  malicious  and  faElious^  Cenfure  paft 
highl)  refie5iing  upon  the  prefent  adminiftration  of  puh-  "^°"  ^^' 
lick  affairs^  under  her  Majejly^  and  tending  to  create 
difcord  and /edition  amongft  her  fuhje5fs, 

2.  That  the  faid  preface  he  burnt  hy  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman^  upon  Thurfday  next^  at  twelve 
of  the  clocks  in  the  Palace- Yard,  Weftminfter  \  and 
that  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlefex  do  qfftfi 
the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe  in  the  execu- 
tion thereof. 

The  fame  day  a  complaint  being  made  to  the 
houfe  of  a  printed  Paper  intituled,  A  letter  from  the 
States- General  to  the  ^een  of  Great-Britain  j  the 
fame  was  brought  up  and  read  as  follows. 

Madam,  tJ^. 

\    F  T  E  R  all  the  proofs  which  your  Majefty  state^-Gene- 


jfx  has  given  during  the  courfe  of  your  glorious  ^een,  da- 
reign,  of  your  great  zeal  for  the  publick  good,  and  ^ef^^f'^"'* 

J712,  N.S. 


F4      '     ^  ^    '  oi^""'- 
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of  your  adherence  to  the  common  caufe  of  the 
high  allies;  after  fo  many  marks  you  have  had 
the  goodnefs  to  give  us,  of  your  tender  aftedtion, 
and  of  your  friendlhip  to  our  republick  -,  and  after 
the  repeated  afTurances  you  have  given  us,  and 
that  very  lately  too,  of  your  intentions,  that  your 
troops  Jhotild  a5i  againft  the  common  enemy ^  until  the 
war  was  concluded  by  a  general  peace :  It  is  im- 
pofTible  we  fhould  not  be  furprized  and  afflided 
by  two  declarations  we  have  lately  received,  one 
after  another,  in  the  name  of  your  Majefty  ;  the 
firft  by  the  DukeofOnwW,  your  General,  nat 
be  could  undertake  7jotbing  without  new  orders  from 
you ;  the  other  by  the  Bifhop  of  Briflol^  your  Ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  congrefs  at  Utrecht,  That,  your 
Majefty  perceiving,  that  we  did  not  anfwer  as  we 
ought  the  propofals  which  you  had  made  us,  and  that 
we  would  not  a5i  in  concert  with  your  Minifters,  on 
the  fubjeEi  of  peace,  you  would  take  your  meafures 
apart :  And  that  you  did  not  look  upon  y our f elf  to  he 
now  under  any  obligation  whatever,  with  refpeB  to 
ns. 

As  foon  as  we  had  notice  of  thofe  declarations, 
we  fent  orders  to  our  Minifter,  who  has  the  ho- 
nour to  refide  at  your  Majefty's  court,  to  repre- 
fent  to  you  the  reafons  of  our  furprize,  and  the 
confequences  of  thofe  declarations,  and  to  requeft 
you  with  that  refped  which  we  always  had,  and 
which  we  fhall  for  ever  entertain  for  your  royal 
perfon,  that  you  would  give  other  orders  to  the 
Duke  of  Ortnond,  that  he  may  adt  with  all  pofTible 
vigour,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  war,  and 
that  your  Majefty  would  have  the  goodnefs  to  en- 
tertain other  fentiments  of  us,  than  thofe  which  the 
Bifhop  of  Brifiol  has  declared  to  our  Plenipotentia- 
ries at  Utrecht, 

But  the  more  we  confider  thofe  declarations, 
the  more  im.portant  we  find  them,  and  the  more 
we  apprehend  their  confequences :   Therefore  we 

could 
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could  not  forbear  applying  ourfelves  by  this  letter 
diredly  to  your  Majcfty,  hoping,  that  you  will 
confider  it,  as  we  promife  ouriclves  you  will,  both 
from  your  prudence  and  wifdom,  and  from  your  fo 
much  famed  zeal  for  the  public  welfare  •,  particular- 
ly from  your  ufual  friendfhip  and  affedion  for  us 
and  our  republic. 

We  proteft  before  all  things,  that  as  we  ever 
had  a  true  friendfhip,  as  well  as  the  higheft  re- 
fpe6l  for  your  Majefty,  and  a  fincere  affection  to 
all  your  interefts,  with  an  earned  defire  to  live  in 
a  pertedl  good  underftanding  and  union  with  you, 
we  have  Itill  the  fame  fentiments,  and  fhall  al- 
ways preferve  them,  wifhing  for  nothing  more, 
than  to  be  able  to  give  your  Ma]||lv  the  moft  con- 
vincing proofs  of  it.  ^' '  * 

After  this  we  pray  your  Majefty  to  confider, 
according  to  your  great  penetration,  whether  we 
have  not  juft  ground  to  be  furprized,  when  we  fee 
a  flop  put,  by  an  order  in  your  Majefty's  name, 
-without  our  knowledge^  to  the  operations  of  the 
confederate  army,  the  fineft  and  ftrongeft,  which, 
perhaps,  has  been  in  the  field  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  war,  and  provided  with  all  necef- 
faries  to  adl  with  vigour,  and  this,  after  they  had 
marched  according  to  the  refolution  taken  in  concert 
with  your  Majeftfs  General^  almoft  up  to  the  enemy, 
with  a  great  fuperiority  both  as  to  the  number  and 
goodnefs  of  troops,  and  animated  with  a  noble 
courage  and  zeal  to  acquit  themfelves  bravely  ;  fo 
that  in  all  human  appearance,  and  with  the  divine 
afTiftance,  which  we  have  experienced  fo  vifibly 
on  fo  many  other  occafions,  we  Ihould  have  been 
able  either  by  battles  or  fieges,  to  gain  great  ad- 
vantages over  the  enemy,  to  have  bettered  the  af- 
fairs of  the  allies,  and  to  facilitate  the  negociations 
of  peace. 

We 
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We  flatter  ourfelves  indeed  with  the  hopes 
which  the  Duke  of  Ormond  has  given  us,  that  in 
a  few  days  he  expedls  other  orders  ;  but  in  the 
mean  time,  we  are  forry  to  fee  one  of  the  finejl  op- 
portunities loft,  being  uncertain,  whether  we  fhall 
have  another  fo  favourable,  fince  the  enemy  have 
time  given  them  to  fortify  themfelves,  and  take 
their  precautions,  while  the  army  of  the  allies  He 
flill  without  adlion  ;  and  confuming  the  forage  all 
round,  deprive  themfelves  of  the  means  of  fub- 
fifting  for  time  to  come  in  thofe  places,  where,  by 
concert,  the  operations  of  the  campaign  were  de- 
figned  ;  which  may  make  fuch  enterprizes  impof- 
fiblc  hereafter,  as  were  pradicable  now,  and  con- 
fequently  rcndu^l^e  whole  campaign  unfuccefsful,  to 
the  ineftimabl?  prejudice  of  the  common  caufe  of 
the  high  allies. 

Certainly,  when  we  confider  the  army,  as  it 
really  is,  compofed  of  the  troops  of  your  Majefty 
and  other  allies,  joined  together  by  common  con- 
cert, to  act  for  the  greated  advantage  and  fur- 
therance of  the  common  caufe,  and  the  aflurances 
which  your  Majefty  had  given  us  by  your  letters, 
by  your  Minifters,  and  laft  of  all  by  your  Ge- 
neral the  Duke  of  Ormond,  of  your  intentions  that 
'^;our  troops  Jhoiild  he  ordered  to  aU  with  their  ufual 
vigour^  as  well  as  the  engagements  into  which  your 
Majefty  is  entered,  not  only  with  refped  to  us, 
but  alfo  feparately  and  jointly  with  us,  in  refpedt 
to  the  other  allies  •,  it  is  very  difticult  for  us  to 
conje6ture  and  conceive,  how  an  order  fo  prejudi- 
cial to  the  common  caufe,  given  fo  fuddenly, 
J  without  our  knowledge,  and  undoubtedly  too 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  other  allies,  can 
agree  and  confift  v/ith  the  nature  of  an  alliance, 
and  with  thofe  aflurances  and  engagements  juft 
now  mentioned.  For  though  according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Biftiop  of  Briftol,  your  Majefty 

holds 
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holds  yourfelf  to  be  difengaged  from  every  obliga- 
tion with  regard  to  us,  it  is  plain  that  the  matter 
now  in  queftion  is  not  our  particular  intereft  or  ad- 
vantage, but  that  of  all  the  allies,  who  ,will  fufFer 
by  the  prejudice  which  an  order  fo  little  expedled 
mud  needs  bring  to  the  common  caufe. 

But,  Madam,  we  cannot  forbear  telling  your 
Majelly,  that  the  declaration  made  by  the  Bifhop 
of  Brtftol,  at  Utrecht,  has  no  lefs  furprized  us, 
than  that  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond  in  the  army. 
It  appears  to  us  fo  extraordinary,  that  we  know 
not  how  to  reconcile  it  with  the  great  goodnefs 
and  kindnefs,  which  your  Majefty  has  always 
honoured  us  with  •,  and  not  being  able  to  conceive 
how  fuch  a  fudden  change  could  happen,  with  re- 
fped  to  us,  we  are  not  only  furprized  but  afflided 
at  it.  We  have  carefully  examined  our  conduct, 
and  find  nothing  in  it  that  can  have  given  ground 
to  that  diflatisfadlion  which  your  Majefty  exprefles 
with  us  by  this  declaration. 

From  the  very  firft  day  that  your  Majefty 
afcended  the  throne,  we  teftified  all  the  deference 
that  you  could  defire  from  a  ftate  in  friendlhip 
and  alliance  with  you.  We  carefully  fought  after 
your  amity  and  affection,  and  confidering  the 
happy  effedls  which  a  good  intelligence,  har- 
mony, and  union,  betwixt  your  Majefty  and  us, 
and  the  two  nations,  might  produce,  and  have 
really  produced,  and  the  advantage  which  refulted 
from  thence  to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  commoa 
caufe  of  all  the  allies,  we  made  it  our  bufinefs  hear- 
tily to  cultivate  them,  and  more  and  more  to 
gain  your  Majefty's  confidence,  and  to  conform 
ourfelves  to  your  fentimcnts  as  much  as  pofTibly  we 
could. 

We  think,  that  we  gave  a  fignal  proof  of  this, 
particularly,  with  regard  to  the  negociations  of 
peace,  fince  not  only  after  we  were  informed  of 
the  conferences  formerly  held  in  England  upon  this 

fubjed, 
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fubjed,  we  did  exped  that  your  Majefty  would 
give  us  an  account  of  them  •,  having  this  firm  con- 
fidence in  your  friendfhip  for  our  republic,  and  in 
your  zeal  f6r  the  good  of  the  common  caufe, 
that  nothing  would  be  done  to  prejudice  us,  nor 
the  other  allies  ;  but  alfo  when  your  Majefly  com- 
municated  to  us  the  preliminary  articles  figned  by 
Mr.  Mefnager  in  England^  and  when  you  pro- 
pofed  to  us  the  calling  and  holding  a  congrefs  for 
a  general  peace,  and  required  of  us  to  grant  for 
this  end  necefTary  pafTports  for  the  enemy's  Mi- 
nifters,  we  confented  to  it,  though  we  had  many 
reafons,  which  to  us  feemed  very  well  grounded, 
not  to  enter  into  fuch  a  treaty  without  a  better  foun- 
dation, or,  at  leaft  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
other  allies  ;  but,  we  preferred  your  Majeily's  fen- 
timents  to  our  own,  in  order  to  give  you  a  new 
proof  of  our  deference. 

We  did  no  Jefs,  with  refped  to  the  difficulties 
which  were  darted  on  the  fubjed  of  the  treaty  of 
the  mutual  guaranty,  for  the  fucceffwn  of  the  pro- 
teftant  line  to  your  Majefty's  kingdoms,  and  for 
our  harrier  \  a  treaty  of  fuch  importance  to  the  two 
nations^  that  we  look  upon  it  as  the  ftrongeft  tie 
that  could  he  thought  on  to  unite  for  ever  the  hearts 
and  interefi  of  hoth  \  concluded  after  the  matured 
deliberation,  and  ratified  on  both  fides  in  the  mod 
authentic  form  :  For  though  we  might  have  dood 
to  the  treaty  as  it  was,  yet  we  entered  into  a  ne- 
gociation  upon  thofe  difficulties,  and  particularly 
on  the  point  of  the  Affiento^  concerning  which  we 
gave  our  Plenipotentiaries  fuch  indrudions,  that 
we  no  longer  doubted  but  all  the  difficulties  would 
have  been  adjuded  to  mutual  content,  and  that 
we  fhould  thereby  have  entirely  regained  your  Ma- 
jedy's  confidence  ;  and  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe 
in  the  fird  place,  when  the  meeting  of  a  congrefs 
for  a  general  peace  was  in  hand,  your  Majedy  de- 
clared 
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dared  to  us  by  your  AmbafHidor,  'That  joh  de» 
fired  no  more  than  our  concurrence  in  that  fingle 
j)omty  and  this  only  ?nark  of  our  confidence  ;  and  that 
then  you  would  give  us  Jlrong  and  real  proofs  of  your 
affeBion  towards  us,  and  of  your  upright  intentions^ 
with  refpeEi  to  the  common  caufe  of  all  the  allies  •,  and 
that  afterwards,  when  the  difficulties  about  the 
fucceffion  and  the  harrier  were  railed,  your  Majejly 
did  likewife  affure  us^  that  if  we  would  remit  fome- 
thing  upon  the  moft  effential  points^  and  particularly ^ 
about  the  affair  of  the  AfTiento,  it  would  be  the 
true  v/ay  to  re-eftablifh  a  mutual  confidence  5 
which  being  once  reftored,  your  Majefty  would 
take  particularly  to  heart  the  interells  of  this  ftate, 
and  a5t  in  conjun5fion  with  us  in  the  whole  negocia- 
tion^  to  obtain  an  honourable,  good,  and  fure 
peace. 

But,  we  find  ourfelves  very  much  out  in  our  ex- 
pedation,  fmce  at  the  very  fame  time,  when  we 
made  the  greareft  advances  towards  your  Majefty, 
and  that  we  did  verily  believe,  we  fhould  come 
to  an  agreement  about  the  points  in  difference,  ws 
fee  the  Earl  of  Strafford  gone  without  finijhing  that 
affair ;  we  fee  the  army  flopped  in  the  beginning 
of  it's  career,  and  we  hear  a  declaration,  by  which 
your  Majefty  looks  upon  yourfelf  to  be  difengaged 
from  all  obligations,  with  us ;  for  which  the  rea- 
fons  ailed ged  are,  'That  we  have  not  anfwered,  as 
we  ought,  the  advances  which  your  Majefty  made  to-^ 
wards  us,  and  that  we  would  not  aci  in  concert  with 
your  Minifters  about  the  peace. 

If  your  Majefly  would  be  pleafed  to  look  with 
a  favourable  and  equitable  eye  upon  our  condudt, 
we  flatter  ourfelves,  and  have  a  firm  confidence, 
that  you  will  find  nothing  in  it,  which  can  give 
you  fuch  difadvantageous  ideas  and  thoughts  of  us, 
but,  that  you  will  rather  find,  that  we  have  per-  • 
formed,  and  do  (till  perform,  all  that  we  owe,  as 

good 
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good'  and  faithful  allies ;  and  particularly  to  your 
Majefty. 

What  we  have  faid  already,  might  perhaps  be 
fufEcient  to  perfuade  you  of  it ;  but  we  muft  add, 
that  having  always    efteemed    your  Majefty's  af- 
fedion,  and  a  good  harmony  betwixt  the  two  na- 
tions, as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  fupports  of  our  ftate, 
and   of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  as  one  of  the 
moft  effediual  methods  to  maintain  and   advance 
our  common  intereft,  and  thofe  of  the  whole  con- 
federacy *,    and  this   fincere   opinion  being   firmly 
imprinted    on   our   hearts,  we   were   never  back- 
ward to  communicate  and  confult  in  all  confidence 
with  your  Majefty,  and  your  Minifters,  upon  the 
affairs   of  the  peace,  according  to  the  foundations 
laid  down  in  the  grand  alliance,  and  other  treaties. 
We  declare,  that  we  have  always  been  inclinable 
and  ready  to  do  it,  and  are  fo  ftill,  as  far  as  we 
can,    without   prejudice  to    the   other  allies,    and 
without  departing  from,  or  adling  againft,  the  en- 
gagements, treaties,  and  alliances,  which  we  have 
entered  into. 

Bur,  Madam,  all  the  propofals  hitherto  made 
to  us  upon  that  fubjed,  were  couched  in  very  ge- 
neral terms,  without  communicating  to  us  the  re- 
fult  of  the  negociations  betwixt  your  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters and  thofe  of  France  \  nor  even  your  Ma- 
jefty's thoughts  about  the  fubjecft,  which  we  ought 
to  have  concerted  together.  It  is  true,  that  in 
fome  of  the  laft  conferences,  your  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters demanded  to  know,  whether  ours  were 
furnifhed  with  a  full  power,  and  authorized  to 
draw  up  a  plan  for  the  peace  •,  but  it  had  been  juft, 
before  fuch  a  thing  was  demanded  of  us,  that  they 
fhould  have  communicated  the  refult  of  the  ne- 
gociations, fo  long  treated  of  bg:wixt  your  Ma- 
jefty's Minifters,  and  thofe  of  the  enemy  ;  or  at 
leaft,    they  ftiould    have   told   us  your  Majefty's 


thoughts. 
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Had  that  plan  related  only  to  your  Majefty's 
intereft  and  ours,  we  fhould  perhaps  have  been  in 
the  wrong,  not  to  have  forthwith  come  into  it, 
though  even  in  that  cafe  the  affair  would  not  have 
been  without  its  difficulties,  fince  the  leaft  notice 
of  it  which  fhould  have  come  to  the  enemy,  mud 
have  been  very  prejudicial :  But,  as  *the  plan  in 
queftion  concerned  the  intereft  of  all  the  allies, 
and  almoft  all  Europe  ,  we  had  very  flrong  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  as  the  particular  negociacions  be- 
twixt your  Majefty's  Minifters  and  thofe  of  France^ 
and  the  readinefs  with  which  we  confented  to  the 
congrefs  at  Utrecht^  and  to  the  giving  of  palTports 
to  the  enemy's  Minifters,  had  already  occafioned 
abundance  of  fufpicions,  and  much  uneafinefs  to 
his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  other  allies ;  we  fay, 
we  apprehended  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  and 
the  other  allies  coming  to  know  (which  would 
have  been  very  difficult  to  conceal  from  them)  the 
concert  betwixt  your  Majefty's  Minifters  and  ours 
for  a  plan  of  peace,  and  that  before  the  Minifters 
o^  France  had  given  a  fpecific  anfwer  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  allies,  their  fufpicions  and  uneafinefs 
would  have  increafed,  and  that  way  of  proceeding 
might  have  given  them  ground  to  entertain  pre- 
judicial thoughts,  as  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of 
your  Majejly  and  us,  to  abandon  the  grand  alliance 
and  the  common  caiife^  or  at  leaft,  that  we  alone 
took  upon  us  to  determine  the /^/^  of  all  the  o/^^r 
allies,  by  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  other 
confederates  might  have  been  pufhed  on  to  feparate 
meafureSy  and  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  would  be  no 
ways  agreeable  to  your  Majefty's  intereft. 

We  thought  thefe  reafons  ftrong  enough  to  ju- 
ftify  our  condu6l  to  your  Majefty  on  his  head  ; 
jnd  if  we  did  not  enter  with  all  the  readinefs 
which  you  might  have  wifhed  for,  into  the  con- 
cert propofed,  we  hope  that  at  moft,  your  Ma-  , 
jefty  will  look  upon  our  backwardnefs,   only  as 

an 
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an  excefs  of  prudence  or  of  fcruple,  and  not  in  the 
lead  as  a  want  of  confidence  in  your  Majefty  *, 
while  the  allies  might  have  confidered  it  as  a  de- 
parting from  the  treaties,  and  particularly  from 
the  eighth  article  of  the  grand  alliance.  We  alfo 
hope,  that  your  Majefty,  for  the  reafons  here  al- 
ledged,  will*  lay  afide  thofe  hard  thoughts  of  us, 
as  if  we  had  not  anfwered  as  we  ought,  the  ad- 
vances which  your  Majefty  made  towards  us, 
and  that  we  would  not  a6l  in  concert  with  your 
Minifters,  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  peace :  But, 
Madam,  though  your  Majefty  lliould  not  ac- 
quiefce  in  our  reafons  ('of  which  however  we  cannot 
doubt)  we  pray  your  Majefty  to  confider,  whe- 
ther  that  be  fufficient  for  your  Majefty  to  think, 
that  you  are  difengaged  from  all  obligations  with  re- 
fped:  to  us. 

Had  we  a6led  againft,  and  contravened  the 
engagements  and  treaties  which  we  had  the  ho- 
nour to  conclude  with  your  Majefty,  we  might 
have  expeded  from  your  goodnefs  and  juftice,  that 
you  would  have  reprefented  thofe  contraventions 
to  us,  and  not  have  looked  upon  yourfelf  to  be 
difengaged,  till  fuch  time  as  we  had  refufed  to 
give  all  neceflary  redrefs.  But,  as  we  did  no 
ways  engage  to  enter  with  your  Majefty  into  a  con- 
cert to  draw  up  a  plan  of  peace,  without  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  other  members  of  the  grand  al- 
liance, the  backwardnefs  we  have  ftiewn  upon 
that  head,  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a  contra- 
''Vention  of  our  engagements^  and  therefore  cannot 
ferve  to  difengage  your  Majefty  from  your's,  with 
refpedl  to  us,  fince  we  are  verily  perfuaded  that 
we  have  fully  anfwered  all  our  treaties,  and  all  our 
alliances,  both  with  your  Majefty,  and  with  the 
high  allies  in  general  •,  and  that  we  have  donei 
more  in  this  prefent  war,  than  could  in  juftice, 
aftd  equity,  have  been  expefted  from  us.    All  the 

difference 


A.  I7I2.  DEBATES.  8i 

difference  betwixt  your  Majefty  and  us  in  this 
point,  is  no  more,  if  rightly  confidered,  than  a 
difparity  o^ fentiments. 

In  truth,  Madam,  if  for  fuch  a  caufe  betwixt 
Potentates,  allied  and  united  together  by  the 
ftrongeft  and  ftridlefl  ties  of  alliance,  intereft,  and 
religion,  any  one  of  thofe  Potentates  could  ([uit  all 
their  engagements,  and  difengage  themfelves  from 
all  their  obligations,  there  is  no  tie  fo  ftrong, 
which  may  not  be  broke  at  any  time,  and  we 
know  of  no  engagements  that  could  be  relied  on  in 
time  to  come. 

We  affure  our  felves,  that  when  your  Majefty 
confiders  the  confequences,  you  will  not  perfift  m 
the  declaration  which  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol  has 
made :  We  befeech  you  with  all  the  refpedl  and  all 
the  earneflinefs  of  which  we  are  capable,  that  you 
would  not  j  and  alfo  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
revoke  the  order  given  to  the  Dake  of  Ormonde 
if  it  be  not  revoked  already,  and  that  you  would 
authorize  him  to  a6l  according  to  occurrences,  and 
as  the  exigency  of  the  war,  and  the  advancement 
of  the  common  caufe  fhall  require. 

We  alfo  requeft  you,  Madam,  to  communicate 
to  us  tlie  refult  of  the  conferences  betwixt  your 
Minifters  and  thofe  of  the  enemy,  or  at  leail  your 
thoughts  upon  the  peace,  and  we  will  endeavour 
to  give  your  Majelly  all  imaginable  proofs  of  our 
deference  for  your  fentiments,  and  of  our  fincere 
defire  to  preferve  your  valuable  friendfhip  as  much 
as  we  can,  without  a5fing  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
the  engagement  into  which  we  have  entered  by 
treaties  and  alliances  with  your  Majefty  and  other 
Potentates. 

We  are  firmly  perfuaded,  that  it  is  not  your 
Majefty's  intention  in  any  manner  to  break  them, 
fince  you  have  always  been  of  the  fune  opinion 
with  us,  and  the  other  allies,  that  a  good  Union  be- 
twixt the   allies,  not  only  during  the  prefent  war^ 

Vol.  VI.  G  but 
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<  but  alfo  after  the  peace  Ihall  be  concluded,  is,  and 

*  always  will  be,  the  mofb  folid,  and  even  the  only 
^  method  to  preferve  the  liberty  and  independency  of 

*  all  together,  and  of  every  one  in  particular,  againft 
'  the  great  power  of  France. 

'  We  again  renew  to  your  Majefly  the  afTuraiKes 

*  of  our  high  and  perfect  efbeem  for  your  perfon 
'  and  friendihip,  as  alfo  of  our  intentions  and  fincere 

*  defires  to  entertain  with  yourMajefty  the  fame 
'  good  correfpondence,  harmony,  and  union,  as 
'  before,  and  to  cultivate  the  fame  betwixt  the  two 

*  nations,  as  far  as  it  fhall  lie  in  our  power :   And 

*  we  pray  your  Majefty,  to  preferve  likewife  for  us 
'  and  our  republic,  your  former  aiTedlion.  We  re- 
'  fer  for  the  reft,  to  what  the  Sieur  Van  Borfelk^  our 
'  Envoy  Extraordinary,  has  further  to  fay  to  your 
'  Majefty    on   this  fubjed.      And  pray  the   Al- 

*  mighty,  &c.^ 

Hague ^  June  the  5th,  1712.  N.  S. 


Refoiutions  After  thc  reading  of  this  letter,  the  Commons  re- 
I'n^s'aSnft  ^^^^^^^  ^hat  an  humble  addrefs  beprefented  to  her 
the  letter  Majefty,  affuring  her  Majefty  of  the  juft  fenfe  this 
s^^es-clne-  houfe  has  of  the  indignify  offered  to  her  Majefty,  by 
^^^'  printing  and  publifhing   a  letter   from  the  States- 

General  to  her  Majefty  ;  and  humbly  to  defire  her 
Majefty,  that  ftie  will  fo  far  refent  fuch  indignities, 
as  to  give  no  anfwer  for  the  future  to  any  letters  or 
memorials  that  fhall  be  fo  printed  and  publifhed  ; 
and  ordered  that  the  faid  addrefs  be  prefented  by 
fuch  members  as  are  of  her  Majefty's  moft  honour- 
able Privy -Council. 

But  the  day  before  the  Commons  came  to  thefe 
refoiutions,  the  Queen  had  thought  fit  to  anfwer  the 
letter  from  the  States-General  in  the  following 
manner. 

Higb 
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High  and  mighty  Lords ^  Friends^  Allies^  and  Con-^ 
federates^ 
'  'T^  H  E  R  E  is  nothing  dearer  to  m  than  the 
<  X  prefervation  of  a  good  underftanding  and  a 
'  perfe6l  union  with  your  State.  This  has  been  ths 
'  principal  obje6t  of  our  care ;  and  we  have  fo  little 

*  ground  to  accufe  our  felves  of  having  in  the  lead 
*■  contributed  to  the  lefTening  of  the  fame,  that  Vv^e 
'  refled  with  pleafure  on  the  pains  we  have  taken , 

*  and  on  all  the  inftances  we  have  made,  that  the 

*  difputes  which  have  happened,  with  relation  to  the 

*  interefls  of  the  two  nations,  fhould  be  amicably 
'  determined,  fo  as  we  might  communicate  our 
'  thoughts   to  one  another,  without  referve,  upon 

*  thofe  of  the  public  ;  for  in  the  prefent  conjundure 

*  of  affairs,  there  ought  to  be  an  equal  franknefs  on 

*  both  fides,  and  a  mutual  confidence. 

'  We  fuppofe  the  alarms  which   you  took   on 

*  account  of  the  declarations  made  by  the  Duke  of 
'  Ormond  'dnd  theBifliop  of  Brijfcl,  are  now  over; 
'  and  we  repeat  to  you  what  we  have  fo  often  de- 

*  clared,  that  it  will  be  your  own  fault,  as  it  has 

*  been  in  time  pad,  if  all  our  meafures  about  war 

*  or  peace  be  not  taken  in  concert  with  your  State. 
'  The  Earl  of  Strafford  will  be  with  you  in  a  few 

*  days,  with  full  inflru6lions  concerning  our  inten- 
'  tions.  OurMinifters  will  bedifpofed  and  autho- 
'  rized  to  do  all  that  is  incumbent  on  us,  to  renew 
'  an  entire  confidence  with  you,  and  to  prevent  for 
'  the  future,  fuch  mifunderflandings  as  have  been  fo- 
'  mented  with  fo  much  artifice  and  fo  little  foun- 

*  dation. 

'  But  we  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence  our  great 
'  furprife  to  fee  that  your  letter  of  the  5th  inltanr, 
'  N.  S.  was  printed  and  publifhed  almofl  as  foon 
'  as  we  received    it  from  the  hands  of  your  Mi- 

*  nifler  -,  a  proceeding  which  is  equally  contrary  to 

*  good  politics  and  decency.     It  is  a  remonftrance 

G  2  ^  inikad 
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*  inftead  of  a  reprelentation,  and  an  appeal  to  the 

*  people,  inftead  of  an  addrefs  to  the  fovereign, 

*  We  hope  that  you  will  not  fuffer  the  like  to  be 

*  done  again,  for  our  honour  will  engage  us  to  give 
'  no  anfwer  to  any  letters  or  memorials  which  lliall 

*  be  publifhed  in  that  manner.     For  the  reft,  we 

*  pray,  Cd'c. 

Tour  good  friend  J 
Kenftngton^  \<^^\. 
June  the  J  20th.   ^^^'^'         ANNA  Regina. 


*jum  17th.  Four  days  *  after,  Mr.  Hampden  made  a  motion? 
able  motion  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  made  to  her  Majefty* 
made  by  Mr.  humbW  acQuaintino;  her,  that  this  houfe  has  a  grate- 

Hampden  for  ^  .     ^    -'         ^  iv  /r  ^    n     ,  r        i  i         •  i 

the  allies  to   lul  Icnle  ot  her  Majefty's  care  for  her  people,  m  the 
of  the^r^  aflurances  fhe  lately  made  from  the  throne,  that  the 
tejiatitfuc    proteftant  fuccejfion  in  the  houfe  of  i/^«d?i;fr,  is  neareft 
reSded.       ^^  ^^^  ht^xt ;  and  being  convinced  that  the  fafety 
of  the  protejlant  fuccejfion  muft  in  a  great  meafure 
depend  on  the  event  of  the  prefent  treaty  for  a  ge- 
neral peace,  do  moft  humbly  befeech  her  Majefty, 
that  Ihe  will  be  pleafed  to  give  particular  inftruc- 
tions  to  her  Plenipotentiaries,  that  in  the  conclufion 
of  the  faid  treaty,   the  feveral  powers   in  alliance 
with  her  Majefty,  may  be  guarantees  for  the  pro- 
i  eft  ant  fuccejfion   to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  as 
fettled  by  ad  of  Parliament,  in  the  illuftrious  houfe 
of  Hanover.     Endeavours  were  ufed  to  have  that 
motion  dropped,    but     Mr.  Hampden^   and   fome 
of   his    friends,   infifting     to    have    the  queftion 
put,   the  fame  was  done  accordingly,  and  carried 
in  the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  i'^^  voices  againft 
Refoiuticn    38.     After  which  it  was  refolved,    '   i.  That  this 
^rSr«/     '  houfe  has  fuch  an  entire  confidence  in  the  repeated 
juccejjan,      *  declaratious  her  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  make, 
^  of  her  fecuring  to  thefe  kingdoms  the  proteftant  fuc- 
'  ceffion^  as  by  law  eftablifhed  in  the  houfe  o{ Hanover^ 
*  that  thev  can  never  doubt  of  her  Majefty's  taking 

*  the 
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*  the  proper  meafures  for  the  fecurity  thereof;  and 
'  that  this  houfe  will  fupport  her  Majefly  againft 
'  fadlion  at  home,    and  her  enemies  abroad ;    and 

*  that  this  houfe  does  humbly  befeech  her  Majefly, 
^  that  fhe  will  be  pleafed  to  difcountenance  all  thofe 
'  who  fhall  endeavour  to  raife  jealoufies  between  her 
'  Majefly  and  her  fubjecls,  efpecially,  by  mifrepre- 
^  fencing  her  good  intentions  for  the  welfare  of  her 

*  people.  2.  That  the  faid  refolution  be  laid  before 
^  her  Majefly  by  the  whole  houfe/ 

The  Commons  having  attended  the  Queen  with 
the  faid  refolution,  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  re^ 
turn  the  following  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
J  Return  yon  hearty  thanks  for  this  refolution^  which  The  Queen's 

is  very  becoming  yoUy   who  truly  reprcfent  all  my  ^^^H^l, 
Commons. 

Tou  have  fhewn  yourfelves  honeji  affertcrs  of  the  mo- 
narchy^ zealous  defenders  of  the  conftitution^  and  real 
friends  to  the  ^vott^2CC\X.  fucceffton. 

What  I  have  faid  and  done^  is  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
any  perfon  who  is  in  earneft  for  the  fucceffion^  as  by 
law  eftablifhedy  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  that  I  need 
not  be  put  in  mind  of  doing  any  thing  which  may 
contribute  to  render  that  fucceffion  fecure. 

This   anfwer  being  the  next  day   reported   by  Thanks  or- 
Mr.  Speaker^  it  was  refolved,  that  the  humble  thanks  remrnS  to 
of  the  houfe  be  returned  to  her  Majefly,  for  her  faid  ^^^  ^^^cn. 
mofl  gracious  anfwer,    by  fuch   members   of  this 
houfe  as  are  of  her  Majefly's  mofl  honourable  Privy- 
Council. 

The  day  before,  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  reported  Mr.  secreta- 
to  the  houfe,  that  their  addrefs  of  the  3  ill  oUvIay  ZZ'^I£ 
lafl,    relating  to  the  rents  of  the  Bifhop-lands  in  Queen's  an- 
North-Britain^    that  remain  in  the  Crown,   having  [hre.'ad- 
been  prefented  to  the  Queen,    her  Majefly  had  Jrdr«, 
G  3  commanded 
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commanded  him  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  that  the 
profits  arifing  from  the  Bifhops  eftates  in  Scotland^ 
which  remain  in  the  Crown,  fhall  be  applied  to  the 
fupport  of  fuch  of  the  epifcopal  clergy  there,  as  fhall 
take  the  oaths  to  her  Majefty,  according  to  the  de- 
fire  of  this  houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  alfo  reported  to  the  houfe, 
that  their  addrefs  of  the  10th  inftant,  having  been 
prefented  to  her  Majefly,  affuring  her  Majefly  of 
the  jufl  fenfe  this  houfe  had  of  the  indignity  offered 
to  her  Majefly,  by  printing  and  publifhing,  A  let- 
ter from  the  States-General  to  her  Majefty.,  and  hum- 
bly defiring  her  Majefly,  that  fhe  would  fo  far  re- 
fent  fuch  indignity,  as  to  give  no  anfwer  for  the  fu- 
ture, to  any  fuch  letters  or  memorials  that  fhould 
be  fo  printed  or  pubhfhed  •,  her  Majefly  had  been 
pleafed  to  command  him  to  acquaint  this  houfe, 
that  her  Majefly  thanks  this  houfe  for  the  particular 
mark  they  have  given  her  upon  this  occafion  of 
their  duty  to  her,  and  of  their  concern  for  her 
honour. 

Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  likev/ife  reported  to  the 
houfe,  ^that  their  addrefs  of  the  2d  inflant  having 
been  prefented  to  her  Majefly,  that  fhe  would  be 
pleafed  to  order  an  account  to  be  laid  before  this 
houfe,  of  the  negociations  and  tranfadions  relating 
to  the  preliminaries  in  1709-,  and  alfo  an  account 
of  the  negociations  and  tranfaclions  at  Gertruydenhurg., 
and  who  were  employed  as  her  Majefly's  Pleni- 
potentiaries, in  tranfading  thofe  negociations :  That 
her  Majefly  had  been  pleafed  to  give  order  therein  ; 
but  that  by  reafon  of  the  length  thereof,  they  could 
not  be  fooner  prepared,  and  that  he  was  now  com- 
manded to  lay  them  before  the  houfe.  And  he 
prefented  the  fame,  with  a  lifl  of  the  titles  to  the 
houfe  accordingly.  Whereupon  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  faid  accounts  do  he  upon  the  table,  to  be 
perufed  by  the  members  of  the  houfe. 

That 
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That  day,  the  Commons  adjourned  to  Saturday  the 
2 1  ft  of  June^  when  the  Queen  came  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers  with  the  ufual  ftate,  and  the  Commons  be- 
ing fent  for  up,  and  attending,  her  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  give  the  royal  aftent  to  feveral  pubHc 
biJls. 

After  which ^  her  Majefty  made  the  following  fpeech 
to  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  ^Y^HE  laft  time  I  was  here,  I  fpoke  fo  fully, 
'  JL  ^^^  afterwards  received  from  both  houfes 
'  fuch  fatisfadtory  addrelTes,  that  there  remains  little 
'  more  for  me  to  fay  at  the  clofe  of  this  meeting  of 
'  Parliam.enr,  but  to  repeat  my  hearty  thanks  for 
'  your  late  folemn  alTurances.  They  will  give  me 
'  ftrength  to  ftruggle  with  any  difficulties  which  may 
'  yet  be  raifed,  and  I  hope,  that  neither  they  who 

*  envy  the  making  a  good  peace,  nor  who  think  it 
'  their  intereft  to  continue  the  war,  will  be  able  to 

*  defeat  our  joint  endeavours  for  the  honour  and  ad- 
'  vantage  of  Britain^  and  the  fecurity  of  all  our 
'  allies. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  At  the  fame  time  that  I  thank  you  moft  kindly 

*  for  the  fupplies  you  have  chearfully  graated,  I 
^  cannot  but  let  you  know  my  fatisfac^ion  in  the 
'  near  view  I  have  of  a  peace,  fmce  it  will,  in  fome 

*  meafure,   recompence  my  fubjecls  for  their  vaft 

*  expences,    and  alfo  lighten  that  heavy  burthen 

*  they  have  borne  during  the  war. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*  You  have  exprefled  how  fenfible  you  are  of  the 

*  advantage  and  fecurity  which  accrue  to  Great- 
^  Britain,  and  our  allies,  by  the  terms  propofed 
^  for  a  peace.     And  I  need  not  mention  to  you  the 

G  A  ^  mifchieft; 
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'  mlfchiefs  which  mud  follow  the  breaking  off  this 

*  treaty.     Our  burthens  will  be  at  leaft  continued, 

*  if  not  increafed  *,    the  prefent  opportunity  would 

*  be  irrecoverably  loft,  of  Britain'^s  eftablifhing  a 
'  real  balance  of  power  in  Europe y  and  improving 
'  our  own  commerce-,  and  if  any  one  of  our  allies 

*  fhould  gain  fomething  by  fuch  a  proceeding,  the 

*  reft  would  fufter  in  the  common  calamity.  But  I 
<  hope,  by  God's  bleffing,  fuch  fatal  defigns  will  be 

*  difappointed. 

'  You  are  now  returning  into  your  refpedlive 
'  countries,  and  I  perfuade  myfelf,  you  will  not  be 

*  wanting  in  your  endeavours,  to  obviate  the  defigns 

*  of  any  ill-minded  perfons,   who  may  attempt  to 

*  fow  fedition  amongft  my  fubjeds,    and,  under 

*  fpecious  pretences,  carry  on  defigns  they  dare  not 
^  ov/n. 

'  I  hope  at  your  next  meeting,  there  will  be  an 

*  opportunity   of  perfeding  what   I  have  recom- 

*  mended  to  you,  which  you  have  left  unfiniflied  in 

*  this  feffion. 

^  I  cannot  conclude  without  afluring  you,    that 

*  nothing  ftiall  move  me  from  fteadily  purfuing  the 

*  true  intereft   of  fo  dutiful   and   affecftionate    a 

*  people. 

Both  houfes      Afterwards,    the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  great  feal 

JheThof   fignified  her  Majefty's  pleafure,    that  both  houfes 

>6'>         fhoulS  forthwith  feverally  adjourn,  until  Tuefday  the 

UuJVaipoie  8th  of  Jtily  next,  which  they  did  accordingly.     The 

and  others    j-eafons  of  this  adjournment  (inftead  of  a  prorogati- 

t^nuTi'n     on,  as  was  generally  expedted)  were  varioufly  dif- 

cuftody,       courfed  of:    But  many  were  apt  to  furmife  it  to  be 

intended,  as  a  further  mortification  on  Mr.  Walple\ 

who  rather  chofe  to  continue  prifoner  in  the  tower, 

than  make  his  fubmifllon  to  the  houfc.     Mr.  Mayi^ 

and  Mr.  Buckley^    fnewed  the  fame  generous  refo- 

jution,    and  were  likewife  continued  in  cuftody  of 

the  Serjeant  at  arms. 

The 
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THE    peace  beine:   fio-ned  and   ratified,    theThePariia- 
A  00  '  ment  meets. 

Queen  refolved  not  to  deter  any  longer  the  ^^..vgth. 

meeting  of  her  Parliament.     Accordingly  her  Ma- 

jefty  went  the  9th  of  Jpril,  to  which  they  werelaft 

prorogued,  to  the  houfe   of  Peers,  with  the  ufual 

ftate  and  folemnity,  and  the  Commons  being  fent 

for  up,  and  attending,  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 

make  the  following  fpeech  to  both  houfes : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'T  Ended  the  laft  feflion  with  my  hearty  thanks  TheQuee 

*  \^  for  the  folemn  aflurances  you  had  given  me,  ^^^l^^^ 
«  by  which  I  have  been  enabled  to  overcome  the  dif- 

*  ficulties  contrived  to  obftrud  the  general  peace. 

*  I  have  deferred  opening  the  fefllon  until  now, 
«  being  very  defirous  to  communicate  to  you,  at 
'  your  firft    meeting,  the  fuccefs  of  this  important 

*  affair  -,  it  is  therefore  with  great  pleafure  I  tell  you 

*  the  treaty  is  figned,  and  in  a  few  days  the  ratifi- 
'  cations  will  be  exchanged. 

'  The  negociation  has  been  drawn  into  fo  great  a 
'  length,  that  all  our  allies  have  had  fufficient  op- 

*  portunity  to  adjuft  their  feveral  interefts  •,  though 
'  the  public  charge  has  been  thereby  much  increafed, 
'  yet  I  hope  my  people  will  be  eafy  under  it,    fince 

*  we  have  happily  obtained  the  end  we  propofed. 

'  What   I  have  done  for  fecuring  the  proteftant 

*  fucceffion,  and  the  perfect  friendfhip  there  is  be- 

*  tween  me  and  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  may  con- 
'  vince  fuch  who  wifh  well  to  both,  and  defire  the 

*  quiet  and  fafcty  of  their  country,  how  vain  all  at- 

*  tempts   are  to  divide  us  •,  and  thofe  who  would 

*  make  a  merit  by  feparating  our  interefts,  will 
'  never  attain  their  ill  ends. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
'  As  great  a  prcgrefs  has  been  made  in  reducing 
^  the  public  expence,  as  the  circumftances  of  affairs 

*  would  admit. 

*  What 
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*  What  force  may  be  necefTary  for  fecuring  our 

*  commerce   by  fea,  and  for  guards  and  garrifons, 

*  I  leave  entirely  to  my  Parliament. 

*  Make  your  felves  fafe,  and  I  fhall  be  fatis- 
'  fied. 

*  Next  to  the  protedlion  of  the  divine  providence, 

*  I  depend  upon   the  loyalty  and  affeftion  of  my 

*  people.     I  want  no  other  guaranty. 

'  I  recommend  to  your  care  thofe  brave  men 
'  who  have  ferved  well  by  fea  or  land  this  war,  and 

*  cannot  be  employed  in  time  of  peace. 

'  I  defire  you  to  provide  the  fupplies  you  fhall 

*  judge  requifite,  and  to  give  fuch  difpatch  as  may 

*  be   neceifary  for  your  own  eafe  and  the  public 

*  fervice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  The  many  advantages  I  have  obtained  for  my 
'  own  fubjedls,  have  occafioned  much  oppofition, 

*  and  long  delay  to  this  peace. 

'  It  affords  me  great  fatisfidlion,  that  my  people 

*  will  have  it  in  their  power  by  degrees  to  repair 

*  what  they  have  fuffcred  during  fo  long  and  bur- 
'  thenfome  a  war. 

*  The   eafing  of  our   foreign  trade,  as  far  as  is 

*  confident  with  national  credit,  will  deferve  your 

*  care. 

'  And  to   think  of  proper  methods  for  improv- 

*  ing  and  encouraging  our  home  trade  and  manu- 
'  fa6lures,  particularly  the  fifhery,  which  may  be 
'  carried  on  to  employ  all  our  fpare  hands,  and  be 

*  a  mighty  benefit  even  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  this 

*  kingdom. 

'  Several  matters  were  laid  before  you  lafl  fefTion, 
<  which  the  weight  and  multiplicity  of  other  bufi- 
'  nefs  would  not  permit  you  to  perfed  \  I  hope 
'  you  will  take  a  proper  opportunity  to  give  them 

*  a  due  confideration. 

«  I  can- 
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<  I  cannot  however  but  exprefly  mention  my 
«  difpleafureat  theunparallelled  licentioufnefs  in  pub- 

*  lifhing  feditious  and  fcandalous  libels. 

'  The  impunity   fuch  pracftices   have  met  with, 

*  encouraged   the   blafpheming  every  thing  facred, 
'  and  the  propagating  opinions  tending  to  the  over- 

*  throw  of  all  religion  and  government. 

'  Profecutions  have  been  ordered,  but  it  will  re- 

*  quire  fome  new  law  to  put  a  flop  to  this  growing 

*  evil,  and  your  befl  endeavours  in  your  refpedive 
'  ftations  to  difcourage  it. 

*  The  impious  pradice  of  duelling  requires  fome 
<  fpeedy  and  efFedual  remedy. 

'  Now  we  are  entering  upon  a  peace  abroad,  let 
'  me  conjure  you  all  to  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours 
'  for  calming  mens  minds  at  home,  that  the  arts  of 

*  peace  may  be  cultivated. 

'  Let  no  groundlefs  jealoufies,    contrived  by  a 

*  faction,  and  fomented  by  a  party-rage,  efFed  that 

*  which  our  foreign  enemies  could  not. 

'  I  pray  God  to  dire6t  all  your  confultations  for 

*  his  glory  and  the  welfare  of  my  people.' 

The  Queen  being  retired  from  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
and  the  Commons  gone  back  to  their  own,  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  of 
thanks,  which  had  occafioned  a  fmall  debate,  chiefly  Debate  in 
about  the  exprefiion  o^ general  peace.  Some  Peers  ^^^.^^^^^  °^ 
argued,  that  it  could  not  be  faid  to  be  general, 
fince  the  Emperor,  the  Eledor  of  Hanover,  and 
other  Princes  and  States  of  the  empire  were  not  yet 
come  into  it :  But  they  were  anfv/ered,  that  it  juft- 
ly  might  be  called  general,  fmce  the  major  part 
of  the  allies  had  figned  it.  After  thk  a  motion 
was  made,  that  in  the  addrefs  of  thal^fe  a  claufe 
might  be  inferred,  that  her  Majefty  would  be 
pleafed  to  lay  before  the  houfe  the  treaties  of  peace 
and  commerce  j  but  the  queftion  being  put  there- 
upon. 
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upon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority 
of  74  voices  againft  43.  The  next  day,  the  Duke 
o^  Beaufort  reported  theaddrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
houfe,  and  the  fame  being  approved,  was  on  Sa-- 
turday  the  nth,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Queen  as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  T  T  7  E  your  Majefty's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
<  y  V  fubjedls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
«  in   Parliament  affembled,  do,  with  the  greateft 

*  joy  and  fatisfadlion,  return  our  humble  thanks  to 
'  your  Majefly  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from 

*  the  throne,  and  for  communicating  to  your  Par- 
*>  liament  that  a  peace  is  concluded  •,  by  which  we 

*  hope,  with  the  blefling  of  God,  that  your  people 

*  will,  in  a  few  years,  recover  themfelves  after  fo 
«  long  and  expenfive  a  war  ;   and  alfo  do  congratu- 

*  late  your  Majefty  upon  the  fuccefs  of  your  endea- 

*  vours  for  a  general  peace. 

'  We  never  had  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  your 

*  Majefty,  who  is  the  great  fupport  and  ornament 

*  of  the  froteftant  religion,  would  continue  to  take, 

*  as  you  have  always  done,  the  wifeft  mcafures  for 

*  fecuring  the  proteftant  fuccefTion,  towards  which 

*  nothing  can  be  more  neceflary,  than  the  perfeft 

*  friendftiip  there  is  between  your  Majefty  and  the 
'  houfe  o^  Hanover. 

*  And  we  humbly  afliire  your  Majefty,  that  as 
'  you  exprefs  your  dependance,  next  under  God, 

*  upon  the  duty  and  affeftion  of  your  people,  we 

*  think  our  felves  bound  by  the  ftri6left  ties  of  re- 

*  ligion,  loyalty,  and  gratitude,  to  make  all  the 
'  dutiful    returns   that  can   be   paid   by  the  moft 

*  obedieip  fubjeds  to  the  moft  indulgent  Sove- 
'  reign.' 

Pier 
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Her  Majefty's  anfwer  to  this  addrefs,  was. 

My  Lords, 
J  Bo  heartily  thank  you  for  this  addrefs  %  and  he  af- 
fured^  that  I  take  a  f  articular  fatisfaBion^  that  you, 
fo  kindly  exprefs  the  confidence  you  have  in  me. 

The  Commons  being  on  the  9th  of  Jpril^  re- 
turned to  their  houfe,  and  their  Speaker  having  re- 
ported to  them  the  Queen's  fpeech,  as  ufual  •, 
Mr.  Pitts  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks, 
which  was  carried  nemine  ccntradicente  j  and  the  mo- 
tion tor  a  claufe,  that  the  treaties  of  peace  and  com- 
merce might  be  communicated  to  the  houfe,  waved. 
That  next  day  Mr.  Pitts  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  draw  up  the  addrefs  of  thanks, 
reported  the  fame  to  the  houfe,  and  after  a  fmali  de- 
bate, about  the  words,  to  fee  accomplifhed,  which  by 
a  great  majority  were  voted  to  ftand,  the  addrefs 
was  agreed  to  -,  and  on  the  1 1  th  prefented  by  the 
whole  houfe  to  the  Queen,  as  follows : 

Mofl  gracious  Sovereign^ 

E  your  Majefty's  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal 


fubje6ls5  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain  in 
Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  with  all  humility, 
to  approach  your  royal  perfon  with  our  unanimous 
acknowledgments  for  all  the  benefits  we  enjoy  un- 
der your  Majefty's  moft  aufpicious  reign. 
'  The  many  great  fjcceifes  which  have  attended 
your  Majefty's  arms,  had  left  nothing  to  be  wifli- 
ed,  but  fuch  a  peace  as  might  be  conducted  by 
your  councils,  which  now  we  have  the  happinefs 
to  fee  accomplijhed ;  and  as  we  are  truly  fenfible  of 
your  Majefty's  gracious  and  generous  intentions, 
in  undertaking  that  great  work,  fo  we  have  all 
poflible  reafon  to  admire  your  fteadinefs  in  carry- 


'  ing 
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ing  it  on,  and  overcoming  the  many  difficulties 
contrived  to  obftrudt  it  -,  and  it  is  with  the  high- 
efl  fatisfaclion,  we  congratulate  your  Majefly  upon 
the  happy  conclufion  of  this  treaty  •,  for  we  are 
fo  much  convinced  of  your  Majefty's  tender  regard 
to  the  public  welfare  ;  and  the  many  inftances  of 
your  wifdom  have  taught  us  to  have  fo  perfedl  a 
reliance  upon  it,  that  we  cannot  doubt  but  your 
Majefly  hath  procured  all  reafonable  fatisfadion 
for  your  allies,  and  eflablifhed  the  intereft  of  your 
own  kingdoms  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  us 
not  only  fecure  for  the  future,  but  a  flourifhing 
and  a  happy  people. 

*  Your  Majefly  can  give  no  higher  proof  of  the 
care  you  take  of  poflerity,  than  by  the  concern 
you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  the  Proteftant  fuc- 
cefTion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  upon  which  the 
future  happinefs  of  this  kingdom  fo  much  depends. 
We  hope,  and  trufl,  that  nothing  will  ever  be 
able  to  interrupt  the  friendfhip  between  your  Ma- 
jefly and  that  illuftrious  family,  fince  the  wicked 
defigns  Oi  thofe  who  would  endeavour  to  feparate 
your  interefts,  mufl  be  too  plain  ever  to  fucceed. 

'  Your  faithfulCommons  can  never  enough 
exprefs  the  grateful  fenfe  they  have  of  the  many 
gracious  affurances  contained  in  your  Majefly's 
fpeech  ;  and  after  what  your  Majefly  hath  done  to 
eafe  your  fubjedls  of  the  heavy  burthen  which  be- 
fore lay  upon  them,  and  after  your  unparallelled 
goodnefs,  in  demanding  nothing  from  them  for 
the  time  to  come,  but  what  they  themfelves  fhall 
judge  requifite  for  their  own  fafety  ♦,  the  beft  re- 
turn they  can  make,  will  be  a  ready  and  dutiful 
compliance  with  every  thing  'you  have  been 
plealed  to  recommend  :  And  they  cannot  fail  moft 
chearfully  to  fet  about  providing  the  fupplies  ne- 
cefTary  for  this  year's  fervice.  Your  Majefly's 
repeated  condefcenfions  mufl,  in  the  llrongefl 
manner,  engage  the  hearts  and  affedions  of  all 

*  your 
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'  your  fubjeds  to  your  Majefly,  and  we  are  fatisfied 
*  we  cannot  more  truly  reprefent  them,  than  by  con- 
'  tributing  our  utmoit  endeavours  to  make  your  reign 
'  as  profperous,  glorious,  and  eafy  to  you  felf,  as  it 
*•  is  beneficial  and  happy  to  your  people.* 

To  this  addrefs  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
n^  HIS  addrefs  cannot  hut  he  very  agreeable  to  me 
as  it  comes  from  my  loyal  Commons ;  and  as  it 
is  a  continuation  of  thofe  expreffions  of  duty  and  af- 
fedlion,  which  you  have  fhewn  through  this  whole 
Parliament. 

The  fame  day  the  Commons  read  the  firfl  time, 
A  hill  for  the  hetter  enforcing  the  executing  of  the  law  liu  apainj^ 
for  preventing  clandejiine  outlawries  \  and  havincr,  as  *='^"'^^''^:"^ 
ulual,  fettled  the  grand  Lommittees  for  religion^ 
grievances^  courts  of  juflice^  and  of  privileges  and 
eUEiions  *,  ordered  their  Speaker  to  ifllie  out  his 
warrants  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  make  out 
new  writs  for  eledling  members  to  fill  up  eleven 
vacancies  in  the  houfe  occafioned  by  the  Lord  Vif- 
count  Railton\  going  up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords  as 
Earl  of  Godolphin  •,  the  death  of  nine  others,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Medlicoi^s  accepting,  fince  his  eledion,* 
a  profitable  employment,  being  lately  made  one  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  her  Majefly 's  revenue  in 
Ireland.  Horatio  Walpole^  Efq-,  having  alfo  fince 
his  eledion,  accepted  the  ofHce  of  one  of  the  faid 
CommifTioners,  an  order  was  made  the  next  day 
for  a  new  writ,  for  the  elecling  a  Burgefs  in  his 
room  •,  but  both  he  and  Mr.  Medlicot  v^ere  foon  af- 
ter chofen. 

On  the  loth,  the  Commons  proceeded  to  take 
into  confideration  the  Queen's  ipeech  to  both  houfes, 
and  the  fame  being  read  by  the  Speaker,  it  was 
refolved  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 

Majefly, 
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Majefty,  that  fhe  fhould  be  pleafed  to  give  diredlions 
to  the  proper  officers,  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  an 
account  how  the  money  given  by  the  Parliament 
for  the  fervice  of  the  years  1 7 1 1  and  1 7 1 2  had  been 
difpofed  of.  After  this  a  motion  being  made  for  a 
lupply,  the  fame  was  put  off  till  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing, when  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
who  took  her  Majefty's  fpeech  into  confideration, 
it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  a  fupply  he  granted 
to  her  Majefty.  The  Saturday  before,  the  Commons 
ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  to  abolifh  trials  by 
ftngle  combat^  and  to  prevent  the  impious  prautice  of 
duelling.  After  which  General  Stanhope  moved, 
that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her  Ma- 
jefty, that  llie  would  be  pleafed  (in  due  time)  to 
communicate  to  the  houfe  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce  entered  into  by  her  Majefty  with  the 
crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  which  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  with  the  addition  of  the  words,  in 
due  time.  This  addrefs  having  been  prefented  to 
the  Queen  by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  ^hatjhe  intended 
to  communicate  to  her  Parliament  the  treaties  this 
houfe  defired.,  as  foon  as  it  was  pra5ficahle :  Whicli 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reported  to  the 
houfe  on  the  i4.th  of  J^pril. 

On  the  firft  of  May^  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
Bill  to  fe-     brought  in  for  fecuring  the  freedom  of  Parliaments^ 
Worn  of   h  li^ii^ing  the  number  of  officers  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
Pariiament.  mons  i  after  which  the  land-tax  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  paffed,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords.    The  next 
day,  the  Commons  refolved  to  prefent  two  addreffes 
to  the  Queen,  that  ftie  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
order  to  the  proper  Officers  to  lay  before  the  houfe, 
I.  An  eftimate  of  the  charge  of  the  land  forces  in 
her  Majefty's  pay,  for  the  firft  fix  months,  for  the 
year  1713.     2.  An  eftimate  of  the  office  of  ord- 
nance for  land  fervice,  for  the  year   1713.     This 
done,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  reverend  Dr.  Henry 

Sacheverell 
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Sacheverell  be  defired  to  preach  before  this  houfe,  at  Dr.  Sache- 
St.  Margaret's  Weftminfter,  the  29th  inftant,  (being  Z'^^l''^ 
the  day  on  which  the  nation  commemorates  the  before  the 
Restoration  of  the  Royal  Fa  mil'/)  and  that  ^^"'"^°"'- 
^xxjohn Packin?Jon^  Sir  JVilliam Whitlode^ Mr. ISIew- 
land^  and  Mr.  Hungerford^  do  acquaint  him  therev/ith. 

On  the    15th  of  Ma)\  the  bill  for  fecuring  the  Motion  to 
freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  limiting  the  number  cfRce^rs\;ii 
of  officers  in  the  houfe  of  Common^,  was  read   a^othemait 
fecond  time  and  committed  •,  and  it  having  been    *  "^^^^ 
obferved,  that  the  like  bill  had  feveral  times  been 
lofl  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  fome  members  defigned 
to  have  tacked   it  to»a  money  bill.     But  a  motion 
being  made,  and  the   quedion   put,  that  the  faid 
bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  v/hole 
houfe,  to  whom  the  malt-bill  was  committed,  it 
pafled  in  the  negative  by  a  majority 'of  160  voices 
againft  iii  ;  feveral  members  v^ho  were  for  the  bill, 
being  at  the  flime  time  againft  the  tacking. 

The  endeavours   of  the  Scotch  members  in   the  The  Scotch^ 
houfe  of  Commons  for  eafing  their  countrymen  of  ^^h  houfes 
part  of  the  malt-tax^  having  proved  ineffedtual,  they  ^^}^  f-verai 
had  feveral  private  meetings  with  the  Scotch  Peers  mrtbgs. 
fitting  in  Parliament ;  and  laying  afide  the  invidious 
diftindiions  of  Tbry  and  Whig.,  they  confuked  toge- 
ther how  to  redrefs  their  grievances.     On  the  26th 
of  May  they  deputed  four  of  their  members,  viz.  the 
Duke  of  Argjle^  the  Earl  of  Marr.,  Mr.  Lockhart., 
and   Mr.  Cockkirriy  who,  by  their  order,  attended  '^^^^'"^^/p"; 
the  Queen,  and  by  word  of  mouth  humbly  remon-  Queen. 
ftrated  to  her  Majefty,    '  That  their  countrymen 
'  bore  with  great  impatience  the  violation  of  fome 
<  articles  of  the  a6l  of  Union,  and  that  the  laying 

*  fuch  an  infupportable  burthen,  as    the  malt-tatK'^ 
'  upon  them,  vv^as  like  to  raife.thcir  difcontentsto 

*  fuch  a  height,  as  to  prompt  them  to  declare  tlve 

*  Union  diiTolved.'     To  this  unexpeded  verbal  re- 
monftrance  the  Queen  anfvvered,  i'his  was  a  p-eci-  '^''^eQri^fr/* 
fit  ate  refolution^  and  Jhe  iviPrjed  they  might  net  have 
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reafon  to  repent  it  \  hut  however ^  Jhe  would  endeavour 
to  make  all  things  eafy.  The  Scotch  members  being 
met  again  the  next  day,  and  their  deputies  having 
made  their  report  of  her  Majeity's  anfwer,  it  was 
unanimouily  agreed  that  before  they  proceeded  fur- 
ther, they  fhould  lay  their  grievances  before  the 
houfe  of  Lords.  Accordingly  on  Thurfday  the  28th 
of  May^  after  the  Lords  had  adjourned  the  debate 
about  the  Vlllth  and  Xlth  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce,  the  Earl  of  Seafield  made  a  motion  in 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  that  fome  Day  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  nation  •,  where- 
upon the  Lords  appointed  Monday  the  firft  of  June^ 
Debate  in  whcn  all  the  Lords  in  town  were  fummoned.  Be- 
Lo^rd^s°"at)ut^^^^"  onc  and  two  the  debate  began,  opened  by 
the  Union,  the  Earl  that  made  the  motion,  who  reprefented  the 
grievances  of  the  Scotch  nation,  which  he  reduced 
to  four  heads,  viz.  '   i.  Their  being  deprived  of  a 

*  Privy-council.     2.  The  laws  of  England^  in  cafes 

*  of  treafon  extended  to  Scotland.     3.  The  Scotch 

*  Peers  being  incapable  of  being  made  Peers  of 

*  Great -Britain^  as  it  was  judged  and  declared  in 

*  the  cafe  of  the  late  Duke  of  Hamilton.  And,  4th, 
'  the  Scots  being  fubjeded  to  the  malt-tax^  which 
'  would  be  the  more  unfupportable  to  them  now, 

*  in  that  they  never  bore  it  during  the  war,  and  had 
'  reafon  to  expe6t  to  reap  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
'  peace  :*  concluding^  '  That  fince  the  Union  between 

*  the  two  nations  had  not  thofe  good  effeds  as  were 
'  expeded  and  hoped  for  from  it,  when  it  was 
'  made,  he  therefore  moved,  that  leave  might  be 
'  given  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  dijjolving  the /aid  Union  y 
'  and  fecuring  the  proteftant  fuccejfion  in  the  houfe  of 
'  Hanover,  fecuring  the  ^een*s  prerogative  in  hoth 
'  kingdoms .^  and  preferving  an  entire  amity  and  good 

*  correfpondence  hetvjeen  the  two  kingdoms."  This  mo- 
tion was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of  Marr  ;  and  op- 
pofed  by  the  Lord  North  and  Grey^  who  in  a  long 
fpeech  endeavoured  to  ihew,  that  thecomplaints  of 

the 
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the  Scots  were  groundlefs,  and  the  dilTolving  of  the 
Union  impradicable,  not  without  fome  refiedtions 
'on  the  poverty  of  the  Scotch  nation.  He  was  anfwered 
by  the  Lord  Eg  ling  t  on  ^  '  who  allowed  the  Scotch  na- 

*  tion  to  be  poor  ;  and  therefore  unable  to  pay  the 

*  malt-tax.*  The  Lord  North  and  Grey  replied  to 
him^  injijiing^  '  That  it  was  nothing  but  what  was 

*  agreed  by  the  treaty  of  Union  ;  the  XlVth  article  of 

*  which  imported^  that  Scotland  fhould  not  be  cha'-ged 

*  with  any  impofition  on  malt  during  the  war  only^ 

*  which  now  was  at  an  end^  The  Earl  of  IJlay  con- 
fefled  there  was  llich  a  claufe  ;  but  that  the  fame  ar- 
ticle imported,  '  That  feeing  it  could  not  be  fup- 
'  pofed,  that  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  would 

*  ever  lay  any  forts  of  burthens  upon  the  united  king- 

*  dom,  but  what  they  fliould  find  of  necelTity,  at  that 

*  time,  for  the  prefervation  and  good  of  the  whole, 

*  and  with  due  regard  to  the  circumftances  and  abi- 

*  lities  of  every  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  there- 

*  fore  it  was  agreed,  that  there  fhould  be  no  further 

*  exemption  infifled  on  for  any  part  of  the  united 
'  kingdom,  but  that  the  confideration  of  any  exemp- 
*-  tions  beyond  what  was  already  agreed  on  in  this 

*  treaty,  fhould  be  left  to  the  determination  of  the 

*  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. ''  He  urged,  *  that 
'  when  this  treaty  was  made,  the  Scots  concluded,  the 

*  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  would  never  go  about 

*  to  lay  any  impofition  that  they  had  reafon  to  believe 
'  was  burthenfome  ;  and  having  fet  forth  their  ina- 

*  bility  to  pay  the  malt-tax^  concluded,  for  the  Earl 

*  o^Finlater^  motion.'  Hereupon  the  Earl  of  P^/^r- 
borough  flood  up,  and  made  a  long  fpeech,  wherein 
he  endeavoured  to  fhew  the  impoffibility  of  dijolv- 
ing   the   Union.      He   faid  among  other   things, 

*  That  he  had  heard  the  Union  compared  to  a  mar- 

*  riage ;  that  according  to  that  notion,  fince  as  it 

*  was  made,  ft  could  not  be  broke  •,  being  made  by 

*  the  greatefl  power  upon  earth.  That  though 
'  fometimes  there  happened  a  difference  between 
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*  man  and  wife,  yet  it  did  not  prefently  break  the 

*  marriage  :  So  in  the  like  manner,  though  England^ 

*  who,  in  this  national  marriage,  muft  be  fuppofed 

*  to  be  the  hufband,  might,  in  feme  inllances,  have 

*  been  unkind  to  the  Lady,  yet  ihe  ought  not  pre- 
'  fently  to  fue  for  a  divotce,  the  rather  becaufe  fhe 

*  had  very  much  mended  her  fortune  by  this  match. 
'  adding,    that  the   Union  was  a   contrad,   than 

*  which  nothing  could  be  more  binding.'  To  this 
the  Lord  IQay  anfwered^  '  That  if  the  Union  had  the 

*  fame  fandion  as  marriage,  which  was  an  ordinance 
'  of  God^  he  Ihould  be  for  obferving  it  as  religioufly 

*  as  that,  but  that  he  thought  there  was  a  great 

*  difference.'  To  which  the  Earl  of  Y^tftxhovox}^  re- 
plied y  '  He  could  not  tell  how  it  could  be  more  fo- 
'  lemn  than  it  was,  except  they  expeded  it  fhould 
'  have  come  down  from  heaven,  like  the  ten  com- 
'  mandments.  Animadverting  in  the  conclufion, 
'  on  the  Scots^  as  a  people  that  could  never  be  fa- 
'  tisfied  •,  that  they  woukl  have  all  the  advantages  of 
'  being  united  to  England,  but  would  pay  nothing, 
'  by  their  good  will  :  and  that  they  had  more  mo- 
'  ney  from  England  than  all  their  eftates  amounted 

*  to  in  their  own  country.'  To  him  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  replied^  in  a  very  handfome  hut  warm  fpeech  ; 
faying^  among  other  things^   '  That  he  was  by  fome 

*  refieded  on  as  if  he  was  difgufted  and  had  changed 
'  fides,  but  that  he  defpifed  thofe  perfons,  as  much 

*  as  he  undervalued  their  judgments.     That  it  was 

*  true  he  had  a  great  hand  in  making  the  Union  : 
'  That  the  chief  reafon  that  moved  him  to  it  was 
'  the  fecuring  the  protefbant  fuccefTion  ;  but  that 
'  he  was  fatisiied  that  might  be  done  as  well  now, 
^  if  the  Union  were  diffolved.  That  he  fpoke  as  a 
'  Peer  of  England,  as  well  as  of  Scotland  :  That  he 

*  believed  in  his  confcience,  it  was  as  much  for  the 

*  interefh  of  England  as  of  Scotland  to  have  it  dif- 

*  folved  ;  and  if  it  were  not,  he  did  not  exped  long 
'  to  have  either  property  left  in  Scotland^  or  liberty 

'  in 
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*  in  England.     He  urged,   that  the  tax  upon  malt 

*  in  Scotland  was  as  unequal  (though  the  fame  as  in 

*  England)  as  taxing  land  by  the  acre,  which  would 
«  be  very  unjufl,  the  land  being  worth  five  or  fix 
'  pound  per  acre,  here  about  London.,  and  not  fo 
'  many  fhillings  in  fome  part  of  the  country.  That 

*  this  was  the  cafe  between  the  Scotch  and  the  EngUJh 
'  malt ;  the  latter  being  worth  three  or  four  Ihillings 
'  the  bufhel,  the  other  not  above  one :  So  that  if 

*  this  tax  were  collcifled  in  Scotland.,  it  muft  be  done 

*  by  a  regiment  of  dragoons.'  Some  other  Scotch 
Peers  faid.,  '  That  the  end  of  the  Union  was  the 
'  cultivating  an  amity  and  friendlhip  between  the 

*  two  nations,  but  it  was  fo  far  from  having  that 

*  efFe(5V,  that  they  were  fure  the  animofities  between 
'  the  two  nations,  were  much   greater   now,  than 

*  before  the  Union.  That  it  might  eafily  be  proved 
'  by  many  in  (lances,  that  fome  perfons  agreed  better 
'  when  they  were  afunder,  than  when  together ; 
'  and  for  that  reafon  they  believed,  if  the  Union  were 
'  diflfoked  again,  the  two  nations  would  be  like 
'  to  be  better  friends.'  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Trevor  made  a  vehement 
fpeech  againfl:  it,  as  a  thing  hardly  poffible  to  be 
done.  He  was  backed  by  the  Lord  Treafurer,  who 
faid,  '  That  the  Earl  of  Seafield^s  motion  was  no 
'  lefs  ftrange  than  unexpected,  that  the  Union  being 

*  made  by  two  diftind  Parliaments  of  both  king- 

*  doms,  he  did  not  fee  how  it  could  be  diflblved, 
'  now  the  two  nations  were  irr  different  circum- 
'  (lances  from  what  they  were  in  when  it  was  made  ; 
'  becaufe  the  power  that  made  it  was  no  vnore  in 
'  being ;  and  nothing  could  make  it  void,  but  the 

*  power  that  created  it :  Concluding,  thatif  the*9rc/j 
'  had  any  greivances  to  complain  of,  there  might  be 

*  fome  other  method  thought  of  to  redrefs   them, 

*  without  proceeding  to  that  extraordinary  way  of 
'  diflblving  the    Union,  which  had  been  made  in 

H  3  '  fo 
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<  fo  folemn  a  manner,  and  brought  about  with  fo 
«  much  difficulty  at  laft,  after  fo  many  fruitlefs  at- 

*  tempts  before.'  ^his  was  anfwered  by  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  who  reprefented.,  '  The  advantages  of 
'  the  Union,  if  the  views  with  which  it  was  made, 
'  had   been  fteadily  purfued.'     He  added,  '  That 

*  though  the  two  nations  were  now  in  other  cir- 
'  cumftances  than  v/hen  the  Union  was  made,  yet 
'  the  fame  power  that  was  in  the  two  Parliaments 

*  when  they  were  feparated  and  diftin6l,  was  lodg- 

*  ed   in   them,   now  they  were  confolidated,  and 

*  therefore  if  they  had  power  to  make  it,  they  cer- 

*  tainly  had  to  diflblve  it:  And  that  he  knew  not 
'  any  thing  but  what  the  Parliament  could  do,  ex- 
'  cept  deftroying  the  prefent  conftitution,  which  he 

*  owned  they  had  no  power  to  do.  That  the  in- 
'  conveniencies  that  had  attended  the  Union  could 

*  not  be  forefeen  till  the  trial  was  made :  And  fince 
'  the  Scots,  who  were  the  beft  judges  of  the  affairs 

*  of  their  kingdom,  found  that  it  did  not  anfwer 

*  the  ends  propofed,  he  was  for  diiTolving  it.'  The 
Earl  of  Sunderland  faid  to  the  fame  ptirpofe,    '  That 

*  though  he  had  a  hand  in  making  the  Union,  yet 

*  if  it  had  not  that  good  effed  which  v/as  expected 

*  from  it,  he  was  likewife  for  diflblving  it.'  'The 
Lord  Vif count  Townfhend/?/J,  '  He  was  of  the  fame 
'  opinion ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  means  could  be 
'  found    to  fecure  the   proteftant   fuccefTion,    and 

*  therefore  defired  to  know  what  fecurity  the  Scots 
'  could  give  for  that  eflential   point,  before   they 

*  proceeded  any  further.'  To  this  fame  of  the  Scotch 
Lords  replied,  '  That  would  appear  when  the  bill 
'  was  brought  in  •,  that  then  it  was  a  proper  time  to 

*  fhew  what  fecurity  they  could  give  -,  and  there- 

*  fore  moved  that  the  queftion  might  be  put  im- 
'  mediately  whether  a  bill  fhould  be  brought  in  or 

*  not  ? '  The  Earl  of  Nottingham  defired,  that  ano- 
ther day  miglit  be  appointed  to  confider  further 
of  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence,  that  the  Lords 

might 
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might  be  better  apprized  of  it.  The  Lord  Hallifax 
declared  alfo  for  dififolving  the  Union,  provided  ;t 
could  be  made  appear  that  the  fucceffion  could  be 
fecured  ;  but  yet  defired  that  a  further  day  might 
be  appointed  to  confider  of  fo  important  a  matter. 
Ts^o  Scotch  Lords,  the  Earls  of  Marr,  and  Loudoun^ 
who  were  before  for  putting  the  queftion  imrne- 
diately,  declared  themfelves  better  fatisfied  by  that 
Lord's  reafons,  and  fo  were  for  putting  it  oft  to 
another  time.  There  were  feveral  other  fpeeches 
made  both  by  Englifi  and  Scotch  Lords,  particularly 
by  the  Earls  of  Powlet,  Scarborough,  and  Scar/dale: 
And  it  is  obfervable,  that  when  one  of  the  Lords 
uro-ed  the  danger  that  England  wou\d  be  in  from  the 
Pr'^tender,  if  the  Union  were  dilTolved,  the  Lord 
fowvjhend  anfwered,    '  He    could   not   tell   wkt 

*  England  had  to  fear  from  that  or  any  other  in- 
^  cident  -,  and  that  the  Queen,   Lords,  and  Com- 

*  mons  of  England,  if  all  in  one  intereft,  need  fear 
<-  no  enemy  in  the  world,  but  ought  to  defpife  the 

*  Pretender,  and  all  his  abettors.'  "The  Duke  of 
Arcryle  having  occafton  to  mention  the  Pretender  Jaid, 

*  He  knew  not  what  name  to  call  him  by,  his  name 
'  being  now  as  uncertain  as  his  parents  : '  ^^^  ]^^ 
Earl  of  Scarfdale  called  him  the  Prince,  or,  added 
he,  the  Pretender,  which  you  will.  Upon  the  whole 
matter,  the  court  Lords  were  all  againft  diirolving 
the  Union  ;  and  faid,  that  the  very  moving  fuch  a 
thing  was  dangerous,  and  might  be  of  ^^^  conle- 
quence,  and  therefore  defired  that  fuch  an  effedual 
flop  might  be  put  to  it,  as  that  no  one  might  ofter 
at  any  fuch  thing  again.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Scotch  Lords  faid,  that  if  the  Union  were  not  diffolv- 
ed,  their  country  would  be  the  moft  miferable 
under  heaven.  The  queftion  being  put  on  the  barl 
of  Finlater's  motion,  the  fame  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  four  voices,  there  being  54  Lords  pre- 
feqt  on  each  fide,  and  17  proxies  for  the  negative 

Ha  ^"d 
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and  only  13  for  the  affirmative.  It  is  obfervable 
that  the  Lord  Treafurer  having,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
debate,  advanced,  '  That  though  the  tax  were  laid 
'  it  might  be  afterwards  remitted  by  the  crown,  and 
'  not  levied  :'     ne  Earl  cf  Sundtvhn^  faid^    'He 

*  wondered  fuch  exprefiions  as  tended  to  eftablilh  a 
'  defpotic  difpenfing  power ^  OivA  arbitrary  government, 
'  Ihould  come  from  that  noble  Lord.'  To  this  the 
Treafurer  ar.fivered,  *  That  his  family  had  never 
'  been  for  propiuting  and  advidng  arbitrary  mea- 
'  furcs,  as  ethers  had  done ;'  v/hich  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland  takirg  to  be  a  refiedtion  on  his  father, 
lie  not  only  vindicated  him,  but  added,   '  That  the 

*  other  Lord's  family  v/as  hardly  known  in  thofe 

*  days.' 

Sir  Robert  Davers  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  the  amendments  they  had 
made  to  the  bill  to  make  effetlual  the  Vlll/i?  and  IXth 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which,  with  amend- 
ments to  fome  of  them,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe.  Then  a  motion  being  made,  that  the  bill 
with  the  amendments  be  engrofTcd,  the  fame  occa- 
fioned  a  warm  debate,  that  lafred  from  three  o' 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  near  eleven  at  night. 
General  Stanhope^  Sir  Peter  King,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr. 
Hampden,  and  fome  others,  made  fpeechees,  where- 
in they  fliewed  the  difadvantages  of  an  open  trade 
with  France,  particularly  upon  the  foot  of  the 
Vlllth  and  IXth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce. 
The  member  who  fpoke  moft  in  favour  of  the  bill, 
was  the  fame  who  was  faid  to  have  been  the  perfon 
chiefly  employed  in  that  treaty,  viz.  Mr.  Arthur 
Moore,  one  of  the  Commifnoners  of  trade  :  But 
fome  of  his  arguments  being  thought  drained  and 
precarious  by  many  of  his  own  party,  the  majority 
adhered  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer. 
This  Gentleman  made  a  long  and  excellent  fpeech, 
Sir  rboys  wherein,  among  other  things,  he  faid,  '  That  be- 
fpSr'      ^  fore  he  had  examined  the  affair  in  queflion  to  the 

'  bottom. 
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*  bottom,  he  had  given  his  vote  for  the  bringing  in 
'  the  bill  to  make  the  Vlllth  and  IXth  articles  of 

*  the  treaty  of  commerce  effedual  •,  but  that  having 
'  afterwards  maturely  weighed  and  confidered  the 

*  allegations  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  manu- 
'  fadlurers,  in  their  feveral  petitions  and  reprefenta- 

*  tions,  he  was  convinced,  that  the  pafling  of  this 

*  bill  would  be  of  great  prejudice  to  the  woollen 

*  and  filk  manufadures  of  this  kingdom;    confe- 

*  quently  increafe  the  number  of  the  poor,  and  fo, 

*  in  the  end,    affedl  the  land.     That  while  he  had 

*  the  honour  to  fit  in  that  houfe,  he  would  never  be 
'  blindly  led  by  any  miniflry ;  neither,  on  the  other 
'  hand,  was  he  byafTed  by  what  might  weigh  with 

*  fome  men,  i;/2;.  the  fear  of  lofmg  their  eledions: 

*  But  that  the  principles  upon  which  he  a6led,  were 
'  the  intereft  of  his  country,  and  the  convi6lion  of 
'  his  judgment,    and  upon  thofe  two  confiderations 

*  alone,  he  was  againft  the  bill.'  This  fpeech 
made  a  great  impreffion  on  many  of  the  members ; 
and  Mr.  Aijlaiby^  one  of  the  Lords  Commiflloners 
of  the  admiralty,  and  Mr.  Francis  Annejly^  one  of 
the  CommilTioners  of  the  public  accounts,  having 
fpoke  alfo  againft  the  bill,  the  queftion  whether  it 
fhould  be  engroffed,  was,  at  laft,  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  a  majority  of  194  voices  againft  185.  A 
lift  of  the  perfons  who  fpoke  for  and  againft  the 
bill,  was  handed  about  as  follows. 

For  the  B  I  L  L. 

1.  Sir  Robert  Vyvian^  10.  Mr.  Tho.  Foley ^ 

2.  Mr.  Campion^  11.  Mr.  Manley^ 

3.  Sir  Richard  How^  12.  Mv.  Edward  Harley^ 

4.  Mr.  Eversfield^  13.  Mr.  James  Murray^ 

5.  Mr.  Adleworthy  14.  Sir  Alex,  Cuming^ 

6.  Sir  Jofepb  Martin,  15.  Col.  Byerley, 

7.  Sir  Will  Whitlocke^  1 6.  Mr.  Arthur  Moore, 

8.  Mr.  Gore,  17.  Mr.  Cefar. 


9.  Mr,  Baldwin^ 


Againft 
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Againft  the  BILL. 

I.  Mr.  Robert  Hey/ham^ 

II.  Mr.  Lawfon, 

2.  Mr.  Cholmondley^ 

12.  Mr.  6'w//;^, 

3.  Gen.  Stanhope^ 

13.  Sir  D.  Balryntple, 

4.  Mr.  Dominique^ 

j^.  Mr.  Tbo,  Smithy    0 

5.  Sir  Arthur  Kay^ 

GlafgoWy 

6.  Mr.  GouU, 

1 5.  Sir  T'i^<?.  Hanmcr^ 

7.  Mr.  Foultney, 

1 6.  Mr.  Aijlaiby, 

8.  Sir  ?eter  King, 

17.  Mr.  Wortley, 

9.  Mr.  Hampdeny 

18.  Mr.  Francis  Annejly 

0.  Mr.  ^^//y, 

It  was  obferved  that  of  the  four  members  for  the 
city  of  London^  one  only.  Sir  William  Withers ^  vot- 
ed for  the  bill ;    and  that  Sir  Richard  Hoare^  the 
prefent  Lord  Mayor,  Sir  George  Newland^  and  Sir 
John  Cafsy    voted  againft  it ;    as  did  alfo  the  two 
members  for  Weftminftery    Mr.  Medlicot^    and  Mr. 
Thomas   Crofs^    the  lafb  of  whom  v/as  afterwards 
knighted.     On  the  other  hand,  it  was  confidently 
given  out,   that  the  Lord  Treafurer,    forefeeing  the 
ill  effeds  of  pafling  fuch  a  bill  at  this  jundlure,  wrote 
Report  a-     the  night  before  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe 
wHttenTo^'^  of  Commons,    defiring  him  to  ufe  his  inrerell:  to 
xht  iifeaker,  make  it  drop  ;  which  ftep  he  might  probably  be  in- 
duced to  take,  from  the  oppofition  the  faid  bill  was 
like  to  meet  with  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,    where, 
that  very  afternoon,  the  Earls  of  Anglefy  and  Abing- 
don^   and  fome  other  Peers,    had  declared  againft 
it.     However,    fome  doubted  either  the  reality  or 
true  defign  of  fuch  a  letter,    becaufe  moft  of  the 
court  and  Scotch  members  voted  for  the  bill.     Be 
fn^Lchfl    ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^'    ^^^  London  drapers,    mercers,   and 
upon  the     weavers,  were  overjoyed  at  the  rejedingof  the  bill, 
that^biU.°^  and  on  Friday  night,    the  19th  of  June,    expref- 
fed  their  fatisfadlion  by  feveral  bonefires  and  illumi- 
nations. 

The 
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The  next  day,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
acquainted  the  Commons,  '  That  their  addrefs  hav-  J"^^  , 

*  ing  been  prefented  to  the  Queen  for  an  account  to  Ser  about 

*  be  laid  before  the  houfe,    what  equivalent  was  {e^njfor^^*' 

*  given  to  the  moft  Chriftian  King  for  the  demo-  Dunkirk, 

*  lition  of  Dunkirk^  and  in  cafe  the  equivalent  was 

*  not  complied  with,  what  was  ftipulated  relating 
'  to  Dunkirk :  Her  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to 
'  command  him  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  that  in  pur- 

*  fuance  of  the  treaties,  as  well  between  her  Majefty 

*  and  the  moft  Chriftian  King,    as  between  that 

*  King  and  the  States-General^  the  equivalent  which 

*  was  to  be  given  for  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk^ 
'  was  already  in  the  hands  of  his  moft  Chriftian 
'  Majefty.'  It  was  reported,  that  many  of  the 
members  were  not  over-pleafed  with  this  anfwer ; 
and  that  they  only  acquiefced  in  it,  out  of  refped:  to 
her  Majefty. 

On  Monday  the  2  2d  o^June^  the  Commons  re- 
folved  to  addrefs  her  Majefty,  '  That  ftie  would 
'  be  pleafed  to  direct  the  Commillioners  of  her 

*  navy  to  make  trials  of  pitch  and  tar  made  of  roch 

*  and  roof  ftone,  that  they  might  be  able  to  report 
'  the  nature  and  ufefulnefs  of  them.'  After  this 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acquainted  them, 
that  purfuant  to  their  addrefs  for  an  account,  '  What 

*  her  Majefty  had  ftipulated  for  the  trade  of  Gr^^/- 
'  Britain  in  Flanders^   and  how  the  fame  was  to  be 

*  fecured,'  her  Majefty  had  commanded  the  report  of 
her  Commiflioners  of  trade,  about  that  matter,  to 
be  laid  before  this  houfe.  And  he  prefented  the 
fame  accordingly ;  which  being  read,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  addrefs  her  Majefty,  '  That  fhe  would  be 
'  pleafed  to  take  care,  that  the  towns  in  Flanders 

*  in  her  Majefty's  pofteflion,  be  not  evacuated  till 

*  thofe  who  are  to  have  the  fovereignty  of  the  Spa- 

*  nijh  Netherlands^    agree  to  fuch  articles  for  regu- 

*  lating  of  trade,  as  may  put  the  fubjedis  of  Greats 

*  Britain  upon  an  equal  foot  with  thofe  of  any  other 

*  nation.' 
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'  nation.'  To  which  addrefs  the  Queen  made  a  ve- 
ry gracious  anfvver,  according  to  the  defire  of  the 
houfe. 

The  rejedling  of  the  hill  to  make  effe5fual  the 
VlWth  and  YK.th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce^ 
being  a  tacit,  not  to  fay  an  exprefs  condemnation  of 
that  treaty,  and  no  fmall  refledion,  both  on  thofe 
that  immediately  managed  that  important  affair, 
and  even  on  thofe  by  whom  they  were  employed  ; 
the  majority  ot  the  Commons  were  inclined  to  pal- 
liate any  miftakes  that  might  have  happened  through 
inadvertancy  and  human  frailty  :  The  rather,  be- 
caufe  fome  men  began  to  exult,  as  if  they  had  al- 
ready triumphed  over  their  adverfaries.  Here- 
upon, on  the  23d  of  June^  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer 
made  a  motion,    '  That  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to 

*  her  Majefly,    returning  her  Majefly  the  humble 

*  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  the  great  care  fhe  has 
*■  taken  of  the  fecurity  and  honour  of  her  kingdoms 
'  in  the  treaty  of  peace  ;    and  alio  for  what  fhe  has 

*  done  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France^  by 

*  laying  fo  good  a  foundation  for  the  interefts  of  her 

*  people  in  trade  ♦,  and  humbly  to  defire  her  Ma- 
«  jefty,  that  Ihe  would  be  pleafed  to  appoint  Com- 
'  miflaries  to  treat  with  CommifTaries  on  the  part  of 

*  France^    for  adjufting  fuch  matters  as  fhall  be  ne- 

*  ceifary  to  be  fettled  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  be- 

*  tween  her  Majefly  and  France^  that  the  treaty  may 
'  be  fo  explained  and  perfedl-ed,  that  an  entire 
'  fcheme  of  trade  may  be  fettled,    for  the  m.aking 

*  effectual  her  Majefty's  gracious  intentions  for  the 
'  good  and  welfare  of  her  people.'  The  houfe  be- 
ing very  thin,  and  many  of  the  members  who  vot- 
ed againfb  the  bill  above-mentioned,  and  who  did 
not  exped  fuch  a  motion,  being  abfent,  the  que- 
flion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of 
156  voices  againft  72.  After  a  Committee  for 
drawing  up  the  addrefs  had  been  appointed.  Ge- 
neral Stanhope  made  a  motion,  and  the  queftion  was 

put. 
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put,  '  That  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  faid  Com- 
«  mittee,  that  they  do  reprefent  in  the  faid  addrefs, 

<  the  fenfe  of  this  houfe,  that  her  Majefty's  Com- 
'  miflliries,  who  are  to  treat  of  the  commerce  be- 
'  tween  Great-Bj'itain  and  France^  fhall  infift,  that 
'  liberty  be  given  to  her  Majefty's  fubjedls  to  trade 

<  to  all  the  ports  in  the  French  King's  dominions:* 
But  the  previous  queflion  being  put,  that  that  que- 
llion  be  now  put,  it  pafTed  in  the  negative.  The 
next  day  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  reported  the  addrefs 
of  thanks,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  refolved, 
that  the  faid  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty  by 
the  whole  houfe.  Accordingly  on  Friday^  the  20th 
of  June^  about  fix  o'clock  in  t]\t  afternoon,  the 
Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  did,  by  her  Ma- 
jefty's appointment,  attend  her  at  her  palace  at 
Kenfington  with  the  following  addrefs. 

Mo  ft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
'  WJ  ^  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
'    y  Y     ftibjedls,  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain 
'  in  Parliament  aflembled,  having,  at  the  opening 
'  of  this  feffion,  congratulated  your  Majefty  upon 

*  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  find  ourfelves  now  under 

*  equal  obligations  of  duty,  to  cxprefs  our  thank - 

*  fulnefs   to  your  Majefty,  fince  we  have  been  ac- 

*  quainted  w^ith  the  conditions  and  terms  of  it; 
*■  which  by  your  great  wifdom  have  been  procured, 
'  and   by  your  gracious  condefcenfion   have  been 

*  communicated   to  us:   Your  Majefty's  extenfive 

*  care  hath  not  only  provided  for  the  fecurity,  but 

*  the  honour  of  your  kingdoms  ;  and  we  fhould  be 
'  wanting   in   our  concern  for  both,  if  we  fhould 

*  omit  our  juft  acknowledgments  for  the  particular 

*  regards   which  your   Majefty  in  this,  as  well  as 

*  other  inftances,  hath  fhewn  to  them. 

*  The  good  foundation  your  Majefty  hath  laid 
^  for  the  intereft  of  your  people  in  trade,  by  what 

*  you 
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«  you  have  done  in   the  treaty  of  navigation  and 

*  commerce  with  France ^  gives  us  hopes  of  feeing  it 
«  yet  further  improved   to  the  advantage  of  your 

*  kingdoms  *,  and  we  make  it  our  humble  requefl  to 

*  your  Majefly,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint 

*  Commiffaries  to  treat  with  thofe  of  France^  for 

*  the  adjufting  fuch  matters,  as  are  ftill  neceflary  to 

*  be  fettled ;  and  that  you  will  give  fuch  orders  for 

*  the  perfeding  the  faid  treaty,  and  explaining  the 

*  feveral  parts  of  it,  that  an  entire  fcheme  of  trade 

*  may  be  framed  between  Great-Britain  and  France, 

*  which  may  fully  anfwer,  and  make  efFediial  your 
'  Majeily's  gracious  intentions  for  the  good  and 

*  welfare  of  your  people.' 

To  which  the    Queen  was  pleafed  to   give   this 
anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
7  nank  you  moft  heartily  for  this  addrefs  which  fo 

fully  exprejfes  your  approbation  of  the  treaties  of 
pace  and  commerce  with  France. 

//  was  with  no  fmall  difficulty  that  fo  great  ad- 
vantages in  trade  were  obtained  for  my  fubjedts,  and 
I  will  readily  comply  with  your  defires^  in  continuing 
my  utmofl  care  to  fecure  the  benefits  I  have  fiipulated 
for  my  people. 

This  anfwer  furprized  many  of  the  members, 
fuch,  efpecially,  who  readily  went  into  the  addrefs 
with  no  other  intention,  than  to  (hew  their  appro- 
bation of  the  treaty  of  peace,  abftracted  from  the 
treaty  of  commerce.  However,  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing early  the  next  day  reported  the  faid  anfwer  to 
a  very  thin  houfe,  it  was  refolved,  nemine  contra- 
dicente,  '  That  the  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  be 

*  returned  to  her  Majefly,  for  her  Majefly's  mofl 

*  gracious  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe.' 

On 


the  civil 
lift  debts 
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On  the  25th  oljune^  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer prefented  to  the  houfe  the  following  meflage 
from  her  Majefly. 

*  T  T  E^  Majefty  thinks  fit  to  acquaint  her  loyal  a  meflage 
'  AX  houfe  of  Commons,  with  the  difficulties,  J^^""  '^^ 

*  which  Ihe  in  a  particular  manner  lies  under  by  the  concemiag 

*  debts  con  traded  in  her  civil  government,  occa- 

*  fioned  by  feveral  extraordinary  expences  formerly 
'  incurred  ;  fo  that  her  Majefby  thinks  herfelf  oblig- 

*  ed  in  juftice  to  many  creditors,  to  order  an  efti- 

*  mate  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe  of  what  was  ow- 

*  ing  on  the  civil  lift  in  the  year  1 7 10. 
'  Her  Majefty  hath  ufed  unexampled  parfimony 

*  to  remove,  ifpofiible,  this  burthen  from  herfelf; 
'  but  the  granting  away,  and  leflening  fome  part 

*  of   her  revenue   by    Parliament,  has  made  that 

*  impradicable  ;  therefore  her  Majefty  hopes,  that 

*  this  houfe  of  Commons,  which  on  all  occafions 

*  have   ftiewed  themfelves  fo  well  affeded  to  her, 

*  will  not  be  unwilling  to  empower  her  to  raife  fuch 

*  a  fum  of  money  on  the  civil  lift  funds,  as  may 

*  enable  her  to  difcharge  the  debts,  and  fettle  the  ex- 

*  pence,  to  be  regularly  paid  for  the  future.' 

Kenfington,  June 
the  25th,  17 1 3. 

This  mefiage  having  been  read  by  the  Speaker, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  to  the 
houfe  an  eftimate  of  the  debts  which  were  owing  to 
the  feveral  heads  of  expence  for  her  Majefty's  civil 
government,  at  or  about  Midfummer  17 10,  which 
being  read,  it  was  refolved  to  confider  ofthefaid 
meflage  the  next  day,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  and  ordered  that  the  faid  meflage  and  efti- 
mate be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee.  An  emi- 
nent member,  Mr.  John  Smithy  formerly  Speaker 

of 
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of  the  houfe,  and  one  of  the  tellers  of  the  Exchequer , 
having  raifed  fome  obje61:ions  againfl  that  eftimate, 
faid  in  vindication  of  the  late  Miniftry,   '  That  to 

*  his  certain   knowledge,  the  debts  of  the  civil  lift 

*  in  the  month  of  Auguft    17 10,  did  not  amount 

*  to  above  150,000/.  for  the  payment  of  part  of 
'  which  fum,  there  were  fome  moneys  ftanding  out, 

*  befides  great  quantities  of  tin,  whereas   by  the 

*  eftimate  now  laid  before  the  Commons,  the  faid 

*  debts    to^    Midfummer   17 10,  that   is  about  two 

*  months  before,  were  made  to  amount  to  400,000  /.' 
A  motion  was  thereupon  made,  and  the  queftion 
put,   '  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 

*  Majefty,  that  fhe  would  pieafe  to  direfl  an  ac- 
'  count  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  of  the  arrears  of 

*  of  the  civil  lift  funds  ftanding  out  at  Midfummer 
'  1 7 10.     And  alio,  an  account  of  the  debts  of  the 

*  civil  lift  as  they  are  at  this  time,  and  of  the  arrears 
'  of  the  civil  lift  funds  to  pay  the  fame  :'  But  the 
lame  pafted  in  the  negative,  ro  the  great  furprize  of 
many.  The  next  day  the  Commons  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  confidered  of  themeftage 
from  her  Majefty  the  day  before,  and  after  fome 
debate  came  to  this  refolution  •,  '  That  her  Majefty 
'  be  empowered  by  letters  patents  under  the  great 

*  feal  of  Great-Britain^  to  {(^^x.  apart  and  appro- 
«  priate  a  fum,  not  exceeding  35,000/.  per  annum., 

*  for  any   term  not  exceeding  thirty-two  years,  to 

*  be   made    a    fand  or  fecunty  to  raife,  by    fuch 

*  means  and  methods,  and  in  fuch  manner  and  form 

*  as  her  Majefty  by  luch  letters  patents  Ihall  ap- 
'  point,  any  fum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thou- 

*  fand  pounds,  todifcharge  arrears  and  debts  owing 
'  to  her  fervants  and  others,  payable  out  of  the 
'  branche;3  fettled  for  defraying  the  expence  of  her 

*  civil  government,  and  that  the  faid  yearly  fum  be 

*  charged  upon  all  the  faid  branches,  whether  they 

*  be  hereditary  or  temporary,  and   be  IfTued  and 

'  paid 
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*  paid  at   the  Exchequer^  out  of  the  monies  from 

<  time  to  time  arifing  by  thofe  branches,  with  pre- 
'  ference  to  all  other  payments  to  be  hereafter  charg- 
«  ed  thereupon  at  the  faid  receipt.'  Which  refolu- 
tion  was  the  next  day  reported,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  houfe ;  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
thereupon. 

Upon  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  a  motion 
which  had  been  formerly  made  and  laid  afide,  was 
again  propofed  with  better  fuccefs,  which  was  to 
addrefs  her  Majefty,  Firft,  for  an  account  of  the 
debts  on  the  civil  lift,  to  Midfummer  17 13.  And 
fecondly,  for  a  yearly  account  of  the  neat  produce  of 
the  civil  lift  funds,  fince  her  Majeftfs  acceffion  to  the 
throne.  This  laft  addrefs  was  made  upon  a  fug- 
geftion  that  the  civil  lift  funds,  which  at  firft  were 
given  only  for  about  700,000/.  fer  annum,  yielded 
now  above  850,000  /.  But  whether  there  was  any 
ground  for  that  report  or  no,  it  is  certain  that  no 
anfwer  was  returned  to  that  addrefs  :  And  the  bill 
foon  after  paflfed. 

On  i:uefday  the  laft  o^June,  the  Earl  of  Wharton  Motion 
moved  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,     *  That  an  addrefs  ;;^^;t  Tf 
'  may  be  prefented  to  the  Queen,   that  ftie  would  Lords  for 
'  be  pleafed  to  ufe  her  moft  preffing  inftances  with  "ZTLn-- 
«  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  with  all  the  Princes  ^er  from 

*  and  States  in  amity  and  correfpondence  with  her 

<  Majefty,  that  they  would  not  receive,  or  fuffer  to 
'  continue  within  any  of  their  dominions,  the  Pre- 

<  tender  to  the  imperial  crown  of  thefe  realms.'     ^  ^ 
Several    members   appearing  furprized   at    this 

unexpe6led  motion,  which  was    undoubtedly   de- 
figned  to  try  the  inclinations  and  affedlions  of  fome 
perfons,  there  was  a  paufe  for  a  while  :  At  laft  the 
Lord  Lord  and  Grey  broke  filence,  and  endeavour-  Th^^^J-^rd^ 
ed  to  have  that  motion  laid  afide,  reprefenting,  that  ^''^y  fp^^aka 
fuch  an  addrefs  would  ftiew  a  diftruft  either  of  the  agamft  it. 
Queen,  or  the  Minifters  -,  that  her  Majefty  would 
be  very   much  puzzled  what  to    do,  in  cafe  the 
Vol.  VI.  I  Princes 
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Princes  and  the  States  in  amity  with  her,  fhould  be 
unwilling  to  comply  with  her  inftances,  fince  it 
would  not  be  in  her  power  to  compel  them  ;  con- 
cluding with  this  queftion,  Where  they  would  iTave 
to  Pretender  refide,  fince  mofl,  if  not  all  the 
powers  in  Europe^  were  in  amity  with  her  Ma- 
jefty  ?  To  this  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  was  faid  to 
have  anfwered,  ^at  fince  he  began  bis  ftudies  in 
Paris,  the  fittejl  place  for  him  to  improve  himfelf  was 
Rome.  After  fome  other  warm  expreflions  between 
the  Earl  of  Wharton  and  the  Lord  Treafurer,  it 
was  unanimoufly  refolved  that  fuch  an  addrefs 
fhould  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty.  Accordingly, 
on  the  2d  of  July  the  houfe  of  Lords  attended  her 
Majelly  with  the  following  addrefs  : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
Addrefs  of  <  TTtr^  your  Majefty 's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
Lo'rd^aglft  '  yS    fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
the  Preteji-  «  in  Parliament  affembled,  do  take  leave  humbly 

*  to  return  tt)  your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe, 

*  for  the  great  care  it  appears  to  us  your  Majefty 

*  has,  on  all  occafions,  taken  to  prevent  the  Pre- 

*  tender  to  your  crown  from  coming  into  any  of 

*  your  Majefty's  dominions :  And  we  do  humbly 
'  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  for  the  fafety  of  your 
'  perfon  and  government,  the  fecurity  ofthepro- 

*  teftant  fucceflion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  and  for 

*  the  peace  and  quiet  of  thefe  your  kingdoms,  your 

*  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ufe  your 

*  moft  prefting  inftances  with  the  Duke  of  horrain^ 

*  and  with  all  Princes  and  States  in  amity  and  cor- 
'  refpondence  with  your  Majefty,  that  they  will  not 

*  receive,  or  fuffer  to  continue  within  any  of  their 

*  dominions  the  Pretender  to  the  imperial  crown  of 

*  ihefe  realms.' 


To 
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To  this  addrefs  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give 
the  following  anfwer. 

My  Lords, 
J  'Take  ex:ream  kindly  your  addrefs^  and  the  thanks 

you  give  we  for  what  I  have  dene  for  eftahlifhing 
the  prouftant  fiicceffion, 

I  fhall  repeat  my  infiances  to  have  that  perfon  re- 
moved^ according  as  you  defire  in  this  addrefs. 

And  I  promife  my  felf  you  will  concur  with  me^ 
that  if  we  could  cure  our  animojities  and  divifions  at 
home^  it  would  he  the  mofl  effectual  method  to  fecure 
the  protefiant  fuccejfion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  having  the  next  day  report- 
ed her  Majefty's  anfwer  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham^  Lord  Prefident,  faid,  he 
never  heard  of  any  inftances  that  had  yet  been 
made  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^  for  removing  the 
Pretender  out  of  his  dominions.  If  either  of  the 
two  principal  Minifters  of  ftate  had  been  in  the 
houfe,  they  might,  in  all  probability,  have  better 
explained  her  Majefty 's  anfwer,  but  they  happened 
to  be  both  at  dinner  with  the  Duke  lyAumont^  Am- 
baffador  extraordinary  from  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty. Hereupon,  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  made  a 
motion  for  a  fecond  addrefs ;  which  was  backed  by  a  fecond 
the  Earl  olNottingham^  and,  notwithftanding  fome  'jf^'f  ^V 
fmall  oppofirion,  it  was  ordered  by  the  Lords  fpi-  Pretender, 
ritual  and  temporal  in  Parliament  afiembled,  '  That  ^^f^o^rdftoi 

*  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcnted  to  her  Majefty,  to  be  prefented 

*  return  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  to  her  Majefty,  for  ^otheQueen. 

*  her  moft  gracious  anfwer  to  their  addrefs  -,  and  for 

*  the  afTurances  her  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  give 

*  us,  of  repeating  her  inftances  for  removing  the  Pre- 
'  tender  •,  and  to  exprefs  our  furprize,  that  fuch  in- 
'  ftances  have  not  had  their  full  effed,  notvvithftand- 

I  %  '  ing 
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'  ing  the  French  King,  and  the  King  of  Spain  have 
'  fhewed  their  compliance  to  her  Majefty's  defires  on 
'  that  occafion  •,  and  to  alTure  her  Majefly  that  this 
'  houfe  will  ftand  by   her    and  fupport   her,    in 

*  whatever  her  Majefty  fhall  judge  proper  for  ob- 

*  tain  ing  a  demand,  which  is  fo  warranted  by  the 
'  laws  of  nations,  and  fo  necefTary  for  the  honour 

*  and  fafety  of  her  Majefty,  and  for  the  prefent  and 

*  future  peace  and  quiet  of  the  people.'  It  was  alfo 
ordered,  that  the  faid  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 
Majefty  by  the  Lords  with  white  ftaves  •,  which 
was  done  accordingly  :  And  on  Monday  the  6th  of 
July^  the  Lord  Steward  acquainted  the  houfe,  nat 
the  Lords  with  white  ftaves  had  prefented  to  her  Ma- 
jefty the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  of  Friday  hft  j  and  her 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  receive  the  fame  very  gra- 
cioufty. 

Motion  On  Wednefday  the  firft  of  July^  General  Stanhope 

Genertl       Hiadc  a  motlon  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,   to  the 

i^tanbope      fame  purpofe  with  that  of  the  Earl  of  Wharton  the 

ckefragai'nft  ^'^1  before  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  was  fecond- 

tbe  Preten-  ed   by  Mf.  Lechmere.     The  only  objedlion  raifed 

againft  it,    was  ftarted  by    Sir  William  Whitlocke^ 

who  faid,   '  He  remembered,  that  the  like  addrefs 

'  was  formerly  made  to  the  Protedlor,  for  having 

'  Charles  Stuart  removed  out  of  France  :  Notwith- 

*  ftanding  which  that  Prince  was,  fome  time  after, 
'  reftored  to  his  father's  throne.'  But  neverthelefs 
thofe  few  members  who  might  have  any  affedlion 
for  the  prefent  royal  exile,  being  Ihy  to  (hew  it,  on 
fo  critical  a  jundture,  when  the  Parliament  being  fo 
near  expiring,  a  new  eledion  was  coming  on,  it 
was,  according  to  Mr.  Stanhope^s  motion  refolved. 

Unanimous  Hcmine  contradtccute^  '  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  her  Majefty,  acknowledging  the  great 
care  her  Majefty  had  always  taken,  particularly 
in  the  late  treaties  and  guaranty,  to  prevent  the 
Pretender  to  her  throne  being  in  a  condition  to 

*  difturb 
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difturb  thefe  realms  ;  and  to  befeech  her  Majefty, 
that  flie  will  ufe  the  moil  fpeedy  and  prefling  in- 
flances  with  the  Duke  of  Lorrnin^  and  with  all 
other  Princes  and  States  in  amity  or  correfpondence 
with  her  Majefty,  that  they  will  not  under  any 
pretext  whatfoever,  receive  or  fuffer  to  continue 
within  any  of  their  dominions,  the  perfon,  who  in 
defiance  of  her  Majefty's  moll  undoubted  title  to 
the  crown,  and  the  fettlement  thereof  in  the  illu- 
flrious  houfe  of  Hanover,  has  alTumed  the  title  of 
King  of  thefe  realms  -,  and  to  afifure  her  Majefty, 
that  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain^  will,  on  all 
occafions,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  fupport 
her  Majefty  in  fuch  fteps,  as  fhall  be  neceftary  to- 
wards rendering  thofe  inftances  effcdual.'  After 
this,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
faid  addrefs,  which  Mr.  Stanhope,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  reported  to  the  houfe  on  the  third  of 
July  ;  and  the  fame  being  unanimoufly  approved, 
was  five  days  after,  prefented,  by  the  Speaker  with 
the  whole  houfe,  to  her  Majefty,  as  follows. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  TT  7  E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Commons 
'  y  Y  fubje6ls,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  gainft'the 
'  in  Parliament  affembled,  having  nothing  fo  juftly  Pretender. 
'  at  our  hearts  as  the  honour  and  fafety  of  your  moft 

'  facred  perfon  and  government,  and  the  fecurity  of 

'  the  Proteftant  fuccefiion,    do   crave   leave  moft 

'  thankfully  to  acknowledge  the  great  care  which 

'  your  Majefty,  in  tenderncfs  to  your  people,  hath 

'  always  taken  to  prevent  the  Pretender  to  your 

'  crown  from  being  in  a  condition  to  difturb  thefe 

*  realms  ;  and  particularly  by  the  late  treaty  ofgua- 
'  ranty  with   the  States-General,  and  the  treaty  of 

*  peace  between  your  Majefty  and  the  French  King, 

*  wherein,  amongft  other  juft  and  necefiary  pro- 
'  vifions  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Proteftant  fuccefiion, 

I  3  'it 
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<  it  is  flipulated,  that  the  Pretender  to  your  Ma- 

«  jelly's  crown,  fhall  not  be  fuffered  to  refide  in  any 

*  of  that  King's  dominions.     Your  Majefty  wifely 

*  infilled  upon  his  removal  from  that  neighbouring 

*  kingdom,  and  your  faithful  Commons  are  fo  fully 
'  convinced  of  the  necelTity  there  is  to  remove  him 
'  as  far  as  pofllble,  that  they  cannot  but  exprefs  to 
«^  your  Majefty  their  apprehenfions  of  the  many  dan- 

*  gers  which  may  accrue  to  your  Majefty,  and  to 

*  your  kingdoms,  from  his  refiding  in  the  territo- 
'  ries  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain. 

.  '  We  do  therefore,  out  of  the  higheft  duty  and 

'  concern  for  the  prefervation  of  your  royal  perfon, 

'  and  the  quiet  of  your  people,  mod  humbly  be- 

*  feech  your  Majefty,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
^  ufe  the  moft  fpcedy  and  prefling  inftances  with 

*  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^  and  with  ail  other  Princes 

*  and  States  in  amity,  or  correfpondence  with  your 

*  Majefty,  that  they  will  not,  under  any  pretext 
«  whatfoever,  receive,  or  futFer  to  continue  within 
'  any  of  their  dominions,  that  perfon,  who,  in  de- 

*  fiance  of  your  Majefty's  moft  undoubted  title  to 
<■  tiic  crown,  and  the  fettlement  thereof  on  the  illu- 
'  tl:rious  houfe  of  Hanover^  has  affumed  the  title  of 

*  King  of  thefe  realms  •,  and  we  further  beg  leave 
^  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that  the  Commons  o^Great- 

*  Britain  will,  on  all  occafions,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 

*  power,  fupport  your  Majefty  in  fuch  fteps  as  ftiall 
^  be  neceftary  towards  rendering  thofe  inftances  ef- 

*  feclual,  and  your  Majefty  fiife  and  eafy  upon  your 

*  throne/ 

To  this  addrefs  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 
J  Thank  you  heartily  for  your  addrefs ^  and  I  will  give 
"*  diretlions  according  as  you  defire. 

This 
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This  anfwer  being  the  next  day  reported  to  the 
houfe  by  the  Speaker,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved, 
to  return  her  Majefty  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  for 
the  fame. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July^  the  Queen  went  to  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  with  the  ufual  Hate  •,  and  the  Com- 
mons being  fent  for  up,  and  attending,  their 
Speaker  made  a  fpeech  to  her  Majefty,  upon  the 
prefenting  of  the  money  bills  ;  after  which  her  Ma- 
jefty gave  the  royal  aflent  to  feveral  bills  \  and  then 
was  pleafed  to  make  the  following  fpeech  to  both 
houfes : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  T  Come  now  to  put  an  end  to  this  feflion  with  TheQaeen's 

*  X  g^^^^  fatisfaftion,  and  return  you  all  my  hear-  b^th  houfes 

*  ty  thanks  for  the  good  fervice  you  have  done  to  ^^  p^^^^^" 

,     /  ,  ,.  °  •'  raent. 

*  the  public. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
'  I  muft  particularly  thank  you  for  the  fupplies 

*  you  have  now  given  \  I  will  take  care  to  apply 

*  them,  as  far  as  they  will  reach,  to  (atisfy  the  fer- 

*  vices  you  have  voted. 

'  I  hope,  at  the  next  meeting,  the  affair  of  com- 

*  merce  will  be  fo  well  underftood,  that  the  ad  van- 
'  tageous  conditions  I  have  obtained  from  France^ 

*  will   be  made  effe<5tual  for  the  benefit  of  our 
'  trade. 

*  I  cannot  part  with  fo  good  and  fo  loyal  an 
'  houfe  of  Commons,  without  exprefling  how  fen- 

*  fible  I  am  of  the  affe(5lion,  zeal,  and  duty,  with 
'  which  you  have  behaved  yourfelves  *,  and  I  think 

*  my felf  therefore  obliged  to  take  notice  of  thofe 

*  remarkable  fervices  you  have  performed. 

*  At  your  firft  meeting,  you  found  a  method, 

*  without  farther  charge  to  my  people,    to  eafe 

I  4  *  them 
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'  them  of  the  heavy  load  of  more  than  nine  mil- 

*  lions ',  and  the  way  of  doing  it  may  bring  great 

*  advantage  to  the  nation. 

'  In  this  fefTion  you  have  enabled  me  to  be  juft 

*  in  paying  the  debts  due  to  my  fervants. 

'  And  as  you  furniflied  fupplies  for  carrying  on 

*  the  war,  fo  you  have  ftrengthened  my  hands  in 

*  obtaining  a  peace. 

'  Thus,  you  have  fhewed  yourfelves  the  true  re- 
«  prefentatives  of  my  loyal  Commons,  by  the  juft 

*  regard  you  have  paid  to  the  good  of  your  country, 

*  and  my  honour  :  Thefe  proceedings  will,  I  doubt 
'  not,  preferve  the  memory  of  this  Parliament  to 
'  pofterity. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

'  At  my  coming  tp  the  crown,  I  found  a  war 
^  prepared  for  me.  God  has  blefifed  my  arms  with 
^  many  victories,  and  at  laft  has  enabled  me  to 
'  make  them  ufeful  by  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

'  I  heartily  thank  you  for  the  afTiftance  you  have 

*  given  me   therein,    and  I  promife  myfelf,  that 

*  with  your  concurrence,   it  will  be  lafting. 

*  To  this  end,  I  recommend  it  to  you  all,  to 

*  make  my  fubjedls  truly  fenfible  what  they  gain 

*  by  the  peace,  and  that  you  will  endeavour  to  dif- 

*  fipate  thofe  groundlefs  jealoufies  which  have  been 
'  fo  induftrioufly  fomented  amongft  us,  that  our 

*  unhappy  divifions  may  not  weaken,  and  in  fome 

*  fort  endanger,  the  advantages  I  have  obtained  for 

*  my  kingdoms. 

'  There  are  fome  (very  few,  I  hope)  who  will 

*  never  be  fatisfied  with  my  government ;  it  is  ne- 

*  celTary  therefore,  that  you  fhew  your  love  to  your 

*  country,  by  exerting  yourfelves,    to  obviate  the 

*  malice  of  the  ill-minded,  and  to  undeceive  the 
^  deluded. 


*  Nothing 
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'  Nothing  can  eftablifh  peace  at  home,  nothing 
«  can  recover  the  diforders  that  have  happened  dur- 
«  ing  fo  long  a  war,   but  a  fteady  adhering  to  the 

*  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate. 

'  Such  as  are  true  to  thefe  principles  are  only  to 
«  be  relied  on,    and  as  they  have  the  beft  title  to 

*  my  favour,    fo  you  may  depend  upon  my  having 

*  no  interefl  nor  aim,  but  your  advantage,  and  the 

*  fecuring  of  our  religion  and  liberty. 

*  I  hope,  for  the  quiet  of  thefe  nations,  and  the 
'  univerfal  good,   that  I  fhall,   next  winter,  meet 

*  my  Parliament,  refolved  to  ad  upon  the  fame 
'  principles,  with  the  fame  prudence,  and  with  fuch 
'  vigour,  as  may  enable  me  to  fupport  the  liberties 

*  of  Europe  abroad,  and  reduce  the  fpirit  of  fadlion 

*  at  home/ 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Great-Britain^  by  her  Majefty's  command,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

JT  is  her  Majefifs  royal  will  and  pleafure^  that  this  The  Pariia- 

Parliament  be  prorogued  to  Friday  the  I'^th  day  of^^^X'^ 
Auguft  next :  And  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued to  Friday  the  iSth  day  of  Auguft  fiext. 

Thus  ended  the  third  and  laft  feffion  of  the  third 
Britifh  Parliament,  which  fome  have  diftinguifhed 
by  the  epithet  pacific. 


o 


N  the   1 6th  of  February^    the  Parliament  of  The  Pariia- 
Great-Britain  met  at  Weftminfter^    and   the  "^^^2^^ 
Commons,  at  the  defire  of  the  Lords  CommifTioners  tain  meets. 
appointed  by  her  Majefty,    attending  their  Lord- 
Ihips  in  the  hcufe  of  Lords,  the  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor fignified  to  them  her  Majefty's  pleafure,  that 
they  ftiould  forthwith  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  fit 
perfon  to  be  their  Speaker,    and  prefent  him  the 

Thurfday 


thereupon. 
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^hurfday  following.      Accordingly,  the  Commons 

being   returned  to   their  houfe,    unanimoiijly  made 

^\xi:homai   choice   of  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer^  Bart,  to  be  their 

STn'       Speaker  :  Upon  which  occafion  Richard  Steele^  Efq; 

Speaker  of   madc  tlic  following  fpeech : 

the  houfe  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  Steele'^  '     A  '^  ^^^  ^^^^^  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 
fpeech         '  ±\  herMajefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare 
'  rrom  the  throne,  that  the  late  Rejected  Bill 
<  OF    Commerce,     between    Great- Britaiit    and 
'  France^  fhould  be  offered  to  the  houfe. 

*  That  declaration  was  certainly  made,  that  every 
'  Gentleman  who  fhould  have  the  honour  to  be  re- 
'  turned  hither,  might  make  himfelf  matter  of  that 
'  important  queflion. 

'  It  is deraonjlration  that  was  a  moft  pernicious 
'  Bill,    and  no  man  can  have  fo  great  merit  to 

*  this  nation  at  this  time  as  his,  by  whofe  weight 
^  and  authority  that  pernicious  bill  was  thrown 
"  out. 

'  I  rise  up   to  do  him  Honour  in  fome 

*  meafure,  and  diftinguifh  myfelf,    by  giving  him 

*  my  vote,   for   that   his   inejiimable  fcrvice  to  his 

*  country. 

On  Thurfday  the  i8th  of  February^  the  Lords 
CommilTioners  appointed  by  her  Majefty,  approved 
the  choice  the  Commons  had  made  of  Sir  nomas 
Haniner  to  be  their  Speaker ;  after  which  Mr. 
speaker  alone,  and  then  the  members  prefent  took  the 
oaths ^  and  made  and  fubfcribed  the  declaration^  and 
lock  and  fubfcribed  the  oath  ^/abjuration,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  made  for  thofe  purpofes.  On 
the  19th,  20th,  and  23d  of  February^  feveral  other 
members  prefent  did  the  fame,  and  on  the  23d,  the 
houfe  adjourned  till  Tuefday  the  2d  of  March 
next. 

March 


The  mem- 
•crs  qualify 
themfeivts. 
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March  2d,  the  Queen  went,  in  a  fedan,  to  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  with  the  ufual  flate  and  folemnity, 
and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and  attend- 
ing, her  Majefty  addrefled  herfelf  to  both  houfes 
of  Parliament,  in  the  following  fpecch  : 

My  Lcrds  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  T  Have  much  fatisfadion  in  being  able,    at  the  The  ^ 

*  X    opening  this  Parliament,  to  tell  you,  that  the  f>l!ch  to 

'  ratifications  of  the  treaties  of  peace  and  of  com-  ^^^p^^l?"^'^' 

*  merce  with  Spain  are  exchanged,    by  which  my  ment. 
<  fubjedls  will  have  greater  opportunities  than  ever 

'  to  improve  and  extend  their  trade.     Many  advan- 

*  tages  formerly  enjoyed  by  connivance,   and  pro- 

*  cured  by  fuch  methods,  as  made  a  diftindtion  be- 

*  tween  one  Britijh  merchant  and  another,  are  now 

*  fettled   by   treaty,    and  an   equal   rule  is  efta- 
'  blilhed. 

'  It  has  pleafed  God  to  blefs  my  endeavours  to 

'  obtain  an  honourable  and  advantageous  peace  for 

*  my  own  people,  and  for  the  greateft  part  of  my 

*  allies.     Nothing  which  I  can  do  fhall  be  wanting 

*  to  render  it  univerfal,  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  that, 

*  with  your  hearty  concurrence,    my  interpofition 
^  may  at  laft  prove  efFedual  to  compleat  the  iti- 

*  tlement  of  Europe, 

^  In  the  mean  while,  I  congratulate  with  my  own 
'  fubjeds,  that  they  are  delivered  from  a  confum- 
'  ing  land-war,  and  entered  on  a  peace  ;  the  good 
'  effeds  whereof  nothing  but  inteftine  divifions  can 
'  obftrud. 

'  It  was  the  glory  of  the  wifeft  and  greateft  of 

*  my  predecelTors,    to  hold  the  balance  of  Europe^ 

*  and  to  keep  it  equal  by  cafting  in  their  weight  as 
'  necefTity  required.     By  this  condud  they  enriched 

*  the  kingdom,    and  rendered  themfelves  dreadful 

*  to  their  enemies,    and  ufeful  to  their  friends.     I 
^  have  proceeded  on  the  fame  principle,    and  I 

«  doubt 
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'  doubt  not  but  my  fucceflbrs  will  follow  thefe  ex- 

*  amples. 

<  Our  fituation  points  out  to  us  our  true  interefl: ; 

*  for  this  country  can  fiourifh  only  by  trade,  and 
'  will  be  moll  formidable  by  the  right  application 

*  of  our  naval  force. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  I  have  ordered  fuch  accounts  to  be  prepared 

*  and  laid  before  you,    as  will  fhew  you,    at  the 

*  conclufion  of  the  war,  the  true  date  of  your  con- 

*  dition,  whereby  you  will  be  able  to  judge  what 

*  aids  are  neceffary,  and  I  only  afk  you  fupplies 
'  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,    and  for  the 

*  difcharge  of  fuch  debts  as  you  fhall  find,  on  exa- 

*  mination,  to  be  jufl  and  reafonable. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  The  joy  which  has  been  generally  exprefTed  on 

*  my  recovery  from  my  late  indifpofition,    and  on 
'  my  coming  to  this  city,   I  efteem  as  a  return  to 

*  that  tender  affection  which  I  have  always  had  for 

*  my  people.  . 

'  I  wirfi  that  effedlual  care  had  been  taken,    as  I 

*  have  often  defired,   to  fupprefs  thofe  feditious  pa- 

*  pers,   and  faflious  rumours,    by  which  defigning 

*  men  have  been  able  to  fink  credit,  and  the  inno- 

*  cent  have  fufi'ered. 

*  There  are  fome  who  are  arrived  to  that  height 

*  of  malice,  as  to  infinuate,  that  the  Protestant 

*  Succession  in  the  houfe  of /7<3;/cwr,  isinDAN- 

*  GER   UNDER   MY   GOVERNMENT. 

*  Thofe  who  go  about  thus  to  diftrad  the  minds 
'  of  men  with  imaginary  dangers,  can  only  mean 
'  to  difturb  the  prefent  tranquillity,    and  to  bring 

*  real  mifchiefs  upon  us. 

*  After  all  I  have  done  to  fecure  our  religion, 
'  and  your  liberties,  and  to  tranfmit  both  fafe  to 

'  pofterity 
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'  pofterity,    I  cannot  mention   thefe    proceedings 

'  without  Ibme  degree  of  warmth  ;  and  I  muft  hope 

*  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  attempts  to  weaken 
'  my  authority,  or  render  the  poffefTion  of  the 
'  crown  uneafy  to  me,  can  never  be  proper  means 
'  to  ftrengthen  tht  proteftant  fucceffion. 

'  I  have  done,  and  lliall  continue  to  do  my  beft 

'  for  the  good  of  all  my  fubjeds.     Let  it  be  your 

*  endeavour,  as  it  fliall  be  mine,  to  unite  our  diffe- 

*  rences,  not  by  relaxing  from  the  ftridleft  adhe- 
'  rence  to  our  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  but 

*  by  obferving  the  laws  yourfelves,  and  enforcing 

*  a  due  obedience  to  them  in  others. 

*  A  long  war  has  not  only  impoverifhed  the 
'  public,  (however  fome  particular  men  may  have 
'  been  gainers  by  it)  but  has  alfo  greatly  afFeded 
'  government  itfelf. 

*  Let  it  be  your  care  fo  to  improve  the  prefent 
'  opportunity,  as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  recovering 

*  from  thofe  diforders. 

*  I  had  the  concurrence  of  the  laft  Parliament  in 

*  making  the  peace  ;  let  it  be  the  honour  of  this, 

*  to  aflift  me  in  obtaining  fuch  fruits  from  it,  as 
'  may  not  only  derive  bleflings  on  the  prefent  age, 
'  but  even  down  to  the  lateft  pofterity.' 

The  Queen  being  retired,  and  the  Commons 
gone  back  to  their  houfe,  the  Lords  refolved  to 
prefent  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  her  Majefly,  which 
being  drawn  up  by  a  Committee  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  and  agreed  to  on  the  third  of  March^ 
was  the  next  day  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  as 
follows  ; 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  The  Lon^a 


:W 


;  fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  J^tats  ?o 
in  Parliament  afifembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  the  Qoeen. 
your  royal  perfon,  with  the  greateft  refpedl,  to  re- 

*  turn 
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'  turn  the  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  to  your  Ma- 

*  jefty,  for  your  mofl:  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
'  throne.     We  chearfully  embrace  this  opportunity 

*  of  afTuring  your  Majefty,  that  the  joy  our  hearts 

*  are  filled  with,  upon  your  recovery  from  your  late 
<  indifpofition,  cannot  fufficiently  beexpreffed  ;  and 

*  that  our  fervent  prayers  to  Almighty  God  lliall 

*  never  be  wanting,  that  your  Maje^yh  reign  may 

*  exceed  in  number  of  years,  and  in  all  manner  of 
'  happinefs,  that  of  the  longeft  and  moft  profperous 

*  of  any  of  your  royal  predeceflbrs,  as  that  which 
'  will  befl  conduce  to  the  happinefs  and  fatif- 
'  fadtion  of  the  moft  dutiful  fuhje5fs^  to  the  beft  of 

*  Queens. 

'  It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  and  the  utmoft 

'  gratitude,  that  this  houfe  receives  the  communi- 

*  cation  your   Majefty    is   pleafed   to  give   them., 

*  that  the  ratifications  of  your  treaties  of  peace  and 
'  commerce  with  Spain  are  exchanged,  and  that 
'  we  are,    by  your  Majefty's   great   wifdom  and 

*  goodnefs,  at  \?Si  delivered  from  that  confuming 

*  land    war,    the    burthens    and    ill    confequences 

*  whereof  we  are  fenfible  nothing  can  remove  or 
'  prevent,  but  a  right  improvement  of  the  prefent 

*  opportunity  *,  and  it  ftiall  be  our  endeavour,  as 
'  we  are  fatisfied  it  will  be  your  Majefty's,  to  unite 
'  our  difi^erences,  not  by  relaxing  from  the  ftrifleft 
'  adherence  to  our  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate, 
'  but  by  obferving  the  laws  ourfelves,  and  to  the 
'  utmoft  of  our  power,  enforcing  a  due  obedience  to 
'  them  in  others. 

'  And  we  do  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  this 
'  houfe  will  moft  heartily  concur  with  your  Ma- 
'  jefty,  in  all  proper  methods,  to  com  pleat  the  fet- 
'  rlement  of  Europe  ;  and  we  will  ufe  our  utmoft 

*  endeavours  to  difcourage  and  difcountenance  all 

*  attempts  to  weaken  your  Majefty's  authority,  or 

*  to  render  the  poflclTion  of  the  crown  uneafy  to 
'  you. 

c  We 
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*  We  acknowledge,  with  hearts  full  of  duty  and 
'  thankfulnefs,  that  great  care  which  your  Majefty 

*  has  taken,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  your  reign, 
'  to  fecure  our  religion  and  liberties,  and  to  tranfoiit 

*  both  fafe  to  poilerity. 

'  It  is  with  the  utmoft  deteftation,  that  we  refledl 

*  on  the  proceedings  of  thofe  men,  who,  by  fpread- 
'  ing  feditious  papers,  and  factious  rumours,  have 
'  been  able  to  fink  credit,  and  thereby  to  involve 

*  the  innocent  in  the  ill  confequences  of  their  iniqui- 

*  ty  -,  and  more  particularly  of  thofe  who  have  at- 

*  tained  to  that  height  of  malice,  as  to  infinuate,  that 

*  the  proteftant  fucceflion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover  is 

*  in  danger  under  your  government.* 

To   which    her  Majefty  returned  the    following 
anfwer. 

My  Lords, 
T  Return  you  mofi  hearty  thanks  for  your  very  affec-  TheQueen^ 
^  tionate  addrefs.  '"^^'''^* 

Tou  who  are  near  eft  the  throne  ^  will^  firft  of  all  my 
fuhjeEis^  feel  the  evil  confequences  of  any  diminution  of 
the  regal  dignity. 

It  is  a  great  comfort  to  me^  that  I  have  your  ajfu- 
ranee  of  fupport. 

Depend  upon  it^  I  will  never  give  way  to  the  leafi 
attempt^  either  on  thejiift  authority  of  the  crown  ^  or 
on  your  rights  and  privileges. 

The  Commons,  as  was  faid  before,  being,  on 
the  fecond  of  March^  returned  to  their  houfe,  and 
their  Speaker  having  reported  her  Majefty's  fpeech, 
Mr.  Gore  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  her  Majefty,  to  return  the  humble  thanks 
of  that  houfe,  for  her  moft  gracious  fpeech,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  feveral  heads  of  it  \  which  was  re- 
folved  accordingly,    without  any   pppofition.      A 

worthy 
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worthy  member  only  fuggefted,  That  they  ought  not 
to  a5l  by  afpirit  of  divination^  and  return  thanks  for 
the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain,  before  they  knew 
whether  the  fame  was  advantageous  or  no  ;  which 
occafioned  feme  modification  in  the  addrefs,  as  to 
that  head. 

On  the  4th  of  March^  Mr.  Gore  reported  the  faid 
addrefs  to  the  houfe,  and  the  fame  being  agreed  to, 
was,  the  next  day,  prefented  to  the  Queen,  as 
follows  : 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign^ 

The  Com-   <  \  1|  7  E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 

tTthe^eet '    VV    fubjecls,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  m 

«  Parliament  afTembled,  do,  with  all  humility,  return 

«  our  fincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  your  Majefty's 

'  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

'  We  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  as  nothing 
'  could  be  more  affli^ling  to  your  people,  than  the 
'  indifpofition  of  the  beft  of  Sovereigns  ;  fo  nothing 
'  has  ever  been  an  occafion  of  greater  joy  and  fatif- 
'  fadion  to  them,  than  your  Majefty's  late  happy 

*  recovery. 

'  We  congratulate  your  Majefty  on  the  conclufion 

*  of  the  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Spain ^ 
'  whereby  your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  declare,  that 
'  you  have  procured  new  benefits  to  your  fubje^ls  :  But 

*  your  royal  care  hath  not  been  confined  to  your 
'  own  people  ;  it  hath  been  extended  to  all  your 

*  allies.  And  your  Majefty's  goodnefs  muft  be 
'  for  ever  admired,  that  notwithftanding  any  dif- 
'  couragements    you    may    have   met    with,    you 

*  are  pleafed  ftill  to  continue  your  endeavours  to 

*  make  the  peace  univerfal,  and  thereby  to  com- 

*  pleat  the  fettlement  of  Europe ;   and  your  faith- 

*  Jul  Commons  will  never  be  wanting  in  an  hearty 
'  concurrence  to  aflift  your  Majefty  in  all  fuch  mea- 

'  fures 
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'  fares  as  your  Majefty  fhall  judge  proper  to  finifH 

'  a  defign,  fo  great  and  fo  glorious. 

*  Your  Commons  will  with  all  chearfulnefs  grant 

*  fuch  fupplies  as  are  necelTary  for  the  current  fervice, 

*  and  for  tlie  difcharge  of  fuch  debts  as  are  juft  and 
'  reafonable  ;  they  can  never  fufficiently  exprefs  the 
'  fenfe  they  have  ot  their  happinefs  of  being  deliver- 
'  ed  froTR|[|^e  calamities  of  a  confuming  war,  they 
'  will  therefore  (in  duty  to  your  Majefty,  and  in 
«  juftice  to  thofe  they  reprefent)  do  all  that  is  in 
'  their  power,  that  the  good  effeds  of  peace  may 
'  not  be  obftru6led  by  any  inteftine  divifions  :  They 
'  will,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  difappoint  the  defigns 

*  of  malicious  and  unreafonable  men  :  They  will  on 

*  all  occafions  fhew  their  juft  abhorrence  of  the  li- 

*  centious  pradlices  in  publifhing  fcandalous  papers, 

*  and  fpreading  feditious  rumours.     And  as  your 

*  Commons  will  always  fupport  and  maintain  the 

*  proteftant  fucceftion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  they 

*  cannot  but  be  aftoniftied  at  the  malicious  infinua- 
'  tions  of  any  who  would  fuggeft  that  fucceffion  to 
'  be  in  danger,  under  your  Majefty's  moft  aufpicioua 
'  government.  For  when  we  confider  that  it  is  fe- 
^  cured  by  the  greateft  obligations  civil  and  facred, 

*  by  a6ts  of  Parliament,  oaths  and  treaties^  we  can- 

*  not  but  declare  our  entire  acquiefcence  in  thefe 

*  fecurities,  and  muft  look  upon  fuch  infinuations  to 

*  be   ground lefs  in  themfelves,  and  affronting  to 

*  your  Majefty  and  your  government. 

'  And  your   Majefty  may  depend,    that   your 

*  loyal  Commons  will  never  be  prevailed  on  by  any 
'  pretences  whatfoever,    to   countenance   attempts 

*  that  may  tend  to  weaken  your  Majefty's  autho- 

*  rity,  and  to  render  the  poiTeflion  of  the  crown 

*  uneafy  to  you,  which  can  only  proceed  from  the 

*  rage  of  a  difappointed  fadlion,  and  the  fpirit  of 
'  rebellion/ 

Vou  VI,  '  K  To 
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To  this  addrefs  the  Queen  returned  the  following 
anfwer. 

TheQueen'3  *T^  H I S  addrcfs  15  fo  duttful,  and  exprejfes  fo  full-^  the 
anfwer.  j^j^j-g  gj  ^^^   Iq^^i  fubje3^s^  that  I  efteem  it  as  a 

'proof  of  the  good  choice  they  have  made  of  '^ou  to  re- 
prefent  them,  H  ^ 

I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  it. 
The  confidence  you  have  in  my  affetVion^  the  abhor- 
rence you  declare  of  the  malicious  infinuations  of  the 
proteflant  fuccejfion  being  in  danger  under  my  govern- 
ment^ and  your  acquiefcence  in  the  prefent  fe cur i ties  for 
ity  are  very  fititable  returns  for  the  tender  regard  I 
have  always  had  for  what  concerns  my  people^  and 
will  mofl  effe5lually^  by  the  blejfingof  God^  unite  the 
minds  of  my  fubje^is^  and  difappoint  the  defigns  of  thofe 
who  would  difturb  the  prefeni  tranquillity. 

The  Speaker  having,  on  the  6th  of  March^  re- 
ported this  anfwer  to  the  Commons,  it  was  refolved 
to  return  her  Majefty  the  humble  thanks  of  the 
houfe  for  the  fame. 

Complaint  On  the  fecond  of  March^  the  Earl  of  Wharton 
^oihor^r^^  made  a  complaint  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  againft 
againfta  a  fcandalous  Hbcl,  entituled,  The  Public  Spirit 
^^blpMk  ^f  ^^^  Whigs,  fet  forth  in  their  generous  encourage* 
fpirit  of  the  tnent  of  the  author  of  the  Crisis,  with  fome  obferva- 
'^^*        iions  on  the  feafonablenefs,  candour,  erudition,  andftyle 

of  that  treatife.     Printed  for  John  Morphew,  near 

Stationers  Hall,   17 14. 

I  fhall  only  infert  here  the  pafTage  that  gave  moft 
•  Page  i^»x-  <>fFence  to  the  Lords,  which  is  as  *  follows ; 

*  This  work,  (meaning  the  union  of  the  two  king- 
^  doms)  he  tells  us,  was  unfuccefsfully  attempted  by 
*  fever al  of  her  Majefiy's  predecejfors ;  though  I  do 
I  not  remember  it  was  ever  thought  on  by  any,  ex- 

'  cepc 
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cept  King  James  I,  and  the  Jate  King  JVilliam, 
I   have    read,    indeed,    that    lome  fmall   over- 
tures were  made  by  the  former  of  thefe  Princes 
towards  an  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  but 
reje(;:led    with    indignation   and    contempt    by   the 
Englijh.    And  the  hiftorian  tells  us,  that  how  de- 
generate and  corrupt  foever  the  Court  and  Parlia- 
ment then  were,  they  would  not  give  ear  to  fo  in- 
famous a  propofal.     1  do  not  find  that  any  of  the 
fucceeding  Princes  before  the  revolution  ever  re- 
fumed  the  defign  •,  becaufe  it  vi/as  a  project  for 
which  there  could  not  poflibly  be  afllgned  theleaft 
reafon  or  necelTity :  For  I  defy   any   mortal   to 
name  one  fingle   advantage  that  England  could 
ever  effect  from  fuch  an  Union.    But  towards  the 
end  of  the  late  King's  reign,  upon  apprehenfion  of 
the  want  of  ififue  from  him,  or  the  Princefs  yf«;/^, 
a  propofition  for  uniting  both  kingdoms  was  be- 
gun,  becaufe  Scotland  had  not  fettled  their  crown 
upon  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  but  \di  themfelves  at 
large,  in  hopes  to  make  their  advantage  :  And  ic 
was  thought  highly  dangerous  to  leave  that  fjart 
of  the  ifland  inhabited  by  a  poor  fierce  northern 
people^  at  liberty  to  put  themfelves  under  a  diffe- 
rent  King.     However,    the  oppofition  to   this 
work  was  fo  great,  that  it  could  not  be  overcome 
till  fome  time  after   her  prefent   Majefty  came 
to  the    crown;    when   by  the   Weakness  or 
Corruption  of  a  certain  Minlfter^  fince  dead, 
an  a6l  of  Parliament  was  obtained  for  the  Scots^ 
which  gave  them  leave  to  arm  themfelves,  and  fo 
the  Union  became  neceflary  -,  not  for  any  adual 
good  it  could  pofTibly  do  us,  but  to  avoid  a  pro- 
bable evil  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  fave  an  obnoxious 
l/jlinifter^s  head,   vvho  was  fo  wife,  as  to  take  the 
firft  opportunity  of  procuring  a  general  pardon  by 
adt  of  Parliament,  becaufe  he  could  not  with  fo 
much  decency  or  liifety  defire  a  particular  one  fox: 
K  2  ♦  himfelf. 


132  Parliamentary        A.  1714. 

'  himfelf.  Thefe  faiSts  are  well  enough  known  to 
'  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  I  remember,  difcourfing 
'  above  fix  years  ago  with  the  mod  confiderable 

*  perlbn  of  the  adverle  party,  and  a  great  promoter 

*  of  the  Union,  he  frankly  owned  to  me,  that  this 
'  necefficy  brought  upon  us  by  the  wrotig  manage- 
'  ment  of  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  was  the  only  caufe  of 

*  the  Union. 

'  Therefore  I  am  ready  to  grant  two  points  to 
'  the  author  of  the  Cri/is :  Firft^  that  the  Union  be- 

*  came  neceifary  for  the  caufe  above  related  j  be- 

*  caufe  it  prevented  the  ifland  from  being  governed 
'  by  two  Kings,  which  England  would  never  have 

*  fuffered  •,  and  it  might  probably  have  cofl  us  a 
'  war  of  a  year  or  two  to  reduce  the  Scots.     Second- 

*  /)',  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  break  this  Union^ 

*  at  lead  in  this  jundture,  while  there  is  a  Pretender 
'  abroad,  who  might  probably  lay  hold  of  fuch  an 

*  opportunity.     And  this  made  me  wonder  a  little 

*  at  the  fpirit  of  faction  lad  fummer,  among  fome 

*  people,  who  having  been  the  great  promoters  of 

*  the  Union.,  and  feveral  of  them  the  Principal 

<  Gainers  by  it,  could  yet  proceed  fo  far,  as  to 

*  propofe  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  that  it  Jhould  he  dif- 

*  fohed ;  while  at  the  fame  time,  thofe  Peers  who 

*  had  ever  oppofed  it  in  the  beginning,  were  then 
'  for  preferving  it,  upon  the  reafon  I  have  juft  af- 
'  figned,  and  which  the  author  of  the  Crifts  hath 
«  likewife  taken  notice  of 

'  But  when  he  tells  us,  "The  Englifhmen  ought,  in 

<  generofity.,  to  he  inore  particularly  careful  in  preferving 

*  this  Union,  he  argues  like  himfelf  I'he  late  king- 
«  dom  of  Scotland,  (faith  he)  had  as  numerous  a  no- 

<  hility  as  England,  (^c.     They  had,  indeed,  and 

<  to  that  we  owe  one  of  the  great  and  necessary 
'  Evils  of  the  Union  upon  the  foot  it  now  ftands. 
«  Their  nobility   is  indeed  fo  numerous,  that  the 

*  whole  revenues  of  their  country^  would  he  hardly 

'  able 
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'  able  to  7naintaln  them^  according  to  the  dignity  of 

'  their  titles,  and  what  is  infinitely  ijoorfe^  they  are 

,'  nemer  likdy  to  be  ex  tin  ^^  till  the  lad  period  of  all 

*  things,  becaufe  the  greateft  part  of  them  defcend 
'  to  heirs  general.  I  imagine,  a  perfon  of  quality 
'  prevailed  on  to  marry  a  woman  much  his  inferior, 
'  and  without  a  groat  to  her  fortune,  and  her  friends 

*  arguing,  ihe  was  as  good  as  her  hufband,  becaufe 
'  flie  brought  him  as  numerous  a  family  of  relations 
'  and  fervants,  as  fhe  found  in  his  houfe.     Scotland 

*  in  the  taxes  is  obliged  to  contribute  one  penny  for 

*  every  forty  pence  laid  upon  England  •,    and  the 

*  reprefentatives  they  fend  to  Parliament  are  about 

*  a  thirteenth:  Every  other  Scotch  Peer  has  all  the 

*  privileges  of  an  Englijh  one,  except  that  of  fitting 

*  in  Parliament,  and  even  precedence  before  all  of 

*  the  fame  title  that  fliall  be  created  for  the  time  to 
^  come.     The  penfions  and  employments  pofTeiTed 

*  by  the  natives  of  that  country  now  among  us,  do 

*  amount  to  more   than  the  whole  body  of  their 

*  nobility  ever  fpenc  at  home  ;  and  all  the  money 
'  they  raife  upon  the  public  is  hardly  fufficient  to 

<  defray  their  civil  and  m.ilitary  lifts.    I  could  point 

*  out  fome  with  great  titles^  who  affected  to  appear 

*  very  vigorous  for  dijjohing  the  Union,  though  their 
'  whole  revenues,  before  that  period,  would  have 

*  ill  maintained   a  Welch  Justice  of  the  peace  ; 

*  and  have  fince  gathered  more  money  than  ever 

<  any  Scotchman^  who  had  not  travelled,  could  form 

*  an  idea  of.' 

Though  this  fatire  was  mainly  levelled  againfl: 
the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  of  late  had  broken  all 
meafures  with  the  MiniJIry,  yet  it  was  generally 
looked  upon  as  very  impolitic  and  ill-timed ;  fince 
the  fixteen  Scotch  Peers,  who  fat  in  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  and  who  at  leaft  there^  were  the  principal 
fupport  of  thofe  at  the  helm,   were  involved   in 

K  3  ^he 
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the  general  reflexions  againft  the  Scotch  nation. 
However,  either  the  author,  or  his  patrons,  hav- 
ing, a  few  days  after  the  publication  of  that  ^'^J, 
torefeen  the  otTence  it  would  give  to  the  Scotch 
Peers,  it  was  thought  fit  to  cancel  the  leaves,  in 
which  tht  fcandalous  reflexions  above-mentioned  were 
contained,  and  to  let  the  reft  go  abroad,  with  a  new 
title. 

But  the  firft  publication  having  done  the  mi/chiefs 
and  the  complaint  made  by  the  Earl  of  Wharton 
being  warmly  efpouied  by  the  majority  of  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  the  Lord  High  Treafurer  protefted  he 
knew  nothing  of  that  pamphlet ;  exclaimed  againft 
the  malicious  infinuations  contained  in  it  *,  and  rea- 
dily joined  with  the  houfe  in  an  order  for  com- 
mitting John  Morphew^  the  publiftier,  to  the  cu- 
llody  of  the  black-rod.  Mr.  Morphew^  upon  his 
examination,  having  declared,  that  an  unknown 
porter  had  brought  to  his  houfe  the  copies  of  the 
pamphlet  in  queftion,  from  the  houfe  of  John 
Barber^  printer  of  the  Gazette^  and  of  the  votes  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons  *,  the  faid  John  Barber  was 
alfo  ordered  in  the  cuftody  of  tht  black- rod-,  and 
both  he  and  Morpbew,  were,  on  Friday,  the  5th  of 
March^  feverally  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  Lords 
houfe.  Mr.  Morphew  made  the  former  declaration, 
and  owned  the  publifning  and  felling  of  that  libel, 
but  Mr.  Barber  faid,  he  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and 
infifted  not  to  anfwer  any  queftions^  the  anfwer  ta 
which  might  tend  to  accufe  himfelf,  or  to  corroborate 
the  accufation' againft  him.  They  being  withdrawn, 
a  noble  Peer  faid,  they  had  nothing  to  do  either 
with  the  publifher  or  printer,  but  that  it  highly- 
concerned  the  honour  of  that  auguft  aflembly  to 
find  out  the  villain^  who  was  the  author  of  that 
falfe  and  flcandalous  libel,  in  order  to  do  the  Scotch 
nation  juftice:  And  thereupon  moved,  that  in  or- 
der to  that  difcovery,  Barber  might  be  again  exa- 
mined 
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mined  the  next  day,  together  with  his  journey- men 
and  fervants :  The  fame  was  readily  agreed  to  ;  but, 
on  the  6th  of  March,  the  Earl  of  Marr^,  one  of  her 
Maiefty's  principal  Secretaries  of  ftate,  acquainted 
the  houfe,  that  he  had  already  ordered  John  Barber 
to  be  profecuted,  which  put  a  fudden  flop  to  all  far^. 
ther  enquiries  about  that  matter,  in  a  Parliamentary 
way     Three  days  after.  Barber  and  Morphew  were,    • 
upon  their  humble  petition,  enlarged  from  the  cu- 
ftody  of  the  black-rod-,  and  the  fame  day  tne  Lords 
refolved  upon  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen  about  that 
matter  •,  which  was  reported  and  agreed  to  on  the 
nth  of  iVlarch,  and  on  the  15th  prefented  to  the 
Queen  as  follows : 

WE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyzU^fl^ll^^ 
fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  theo^een 
c  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  humbly  to  re-  thereupoH. 

*  prefent  to  your  Majefty,  that  we  have  begun  our 

*  endeavours  to  fupprels   feditious  papers  (which 

*  your  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  in  your 

*  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,)  by  apply- 

<  ino-  ourfelves  to  difcover  the  author,  printer,  and 
'  pu1)liflier  of  a  pamphlet,  intituled,  The  pubhc  fpint 
^  of  the  Whigs,  fet  forth  in  their  generous  encourage- 

*  ment  of  the  author  of  the  CrKis,  with  fome  obferva- 

*  tions  on  the  feafonablenefs,  candour,  erudition,  and 

<  Jl'^le  of  that  treatife.     London,  printed  for  John 

<  Morphew  near  Stationers-Hall,   i7U'     Which 

<  we  conceive  to  be  a  falfe,  malicious,  and  fadious 

*  libel,  highly  diflionourable  and  fcandalous  to  your 
'  fubjefts  of  Scotltind,  tending  to  the  deftruaion  of 
«  the  conftitution,  and  (by  making  faife  and  unjuO: 

<  reBedlions  upon  the  Union,  and  the  fteps  and  mo- 
'  tives  to  it)  moft  injurious  to  your  Majefty,  who 
'  have  been  pleafed  often  to  declare  from  the  throne, 
«  that  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  is  the  peculiar 
'  happinefs  of  your  reign,  in  making  a  full  provi- 
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*  fion  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  your  people,  and 

*  the  fecurity  of  our  religion,  by  fo  firm  an  efta- 

*  blilhment  of  the  proteftant  fucceffion  throughout 
'  Great- Britain  :  It  appeared  to  us  by  the  confeffion 

*  of  the  faid  John  Morphew  at  our  bar,  that  he  pub- 
«  lifhed,  fold,  and  difperfed  that  libel ;  and  by  the 
'  examination  of  feveral  witneffes  on  oath,  that  the 
'  fame  was  printed  by  John  Barber,  a  printer,  who 
'  at  the  time  of  the  printing  the  faid  feditious  libel, 

*  was,    and    yet   is    intruded    with    printing    the 

*  Gazette  i^  but  the  faid  John  Barber,  in  his  exami- 
'  nation,  infifting  not  to  anfwer  any  queftions,  the 
^  anfwer  to  which  might  tend  to  accufe  himfelf,  or 
^  to  corroborate  the  accufation  againft  him,  we  have 
'  not  as  yet  been  able  to  difcover  the  author  of  the 
^  faid  libel,  or  who  brought  the  written  copy  there- 
'  of  to  be  printed.  And  therefore  that  nothing 
^  may  be  wanting  on  our  parts,  towards  the  difc(> 
'  vering  and  punifliing  fo  great  a  Criminal, 
^  as  we  take  the  author  of  the  faid  libel  to  be, 
'  we  do  mod  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty,  that 
'  your  Majedy  will  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  iffue 
'  your  royal  proclamation,  with  a  promife  therein 

*  of  fuch  a  reward  as  your  Majedy  fnall,   in  your 

*  royal  wifdom,  think  fit,  to  any  perfon  who  diall 
«  difcover  and  make  due  proof  againd  the  author 

*  or  authors  of  the  faid  libel  -,  as  alfo  your  Majedy's 

*  mod  gracious  pardon  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
^  as  diall  make  fuch  difcovery,  of  all  crimes  and 

*  mifdemeanours  committed  in  relation  to  the  print- 

*  ing,  publidiing,  and  difperfmg  the  faid  libel.' 

To  this  ^ddrefs  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  return 
this  anfwer. 

My  Lords, 

J'^^^^k  you  for  the  concern  you  JIjcw  for  fupprejfmg 
'     all  feditious  libels. 

And 
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And  have  given  orders  for  a  proclamation  according 
as  defired. 

Accordingly,  the  fame  day,  the  Queen  ordered 
a  proclamation  to  be  publifhed,  containing  the  lug- 
geltions  of  the  Lords  addrefs,  and  promiling  a  re- 
ward of  the  fum  of  three  hundred  pounds  for  dtfco- 
vering  the  author  of  a  falle,  malicious,  and  factious 
libel,  entituled.  The  publick  fpirit  of  the  fVhigs,  &c. 
M^hich  the  Lord  High  'Treafurer  was  thereby  direofed 
to  pay. 

On  the  nth  of  March^  a  hill  was  ordered  to  be  Bill  toUmit 
brought  in  for  fecuring   the  freedom  of  Parliaments^  of  ©"ffi^rs"^ 
by  limiting  the  number  of  Officers  in  the  houfe  of  Com-  in  thehoufe 
7nons :  After  which  it  was  moved  to  take  into  con-  monsT' 
fideration  that  part  of  her  Majefty's  fpeech  to  both 
houfes   of  parliament,  which  related    to  the    fup- 
preffing  feditious  libels  and  fadious  rumours.     This 
motion  being  levelled  -it Richard  Steele^  Efq-,  a  mem- 
ber reprefented,  That  that   Gentleman  having  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  that  houfe,  they  ought 
not   to  fall  upon  him,  while  he  was  abfent,    and 
thereupon   it  was  refolved,  to  put  off  the  confide- 
ration  of  that  matter  till  the  Saturday  following. 
The  next  day  (beins  Friday.  March  the  12th)  Mr  Comprint 
Auditor   roley  made  a  complaint  to  the  houle  or  steek, 
three  printed  pamphlets,  '  one  entituled,  The  Eng- 

*  lijhman^  from  Saturday ^  January  the  i6th,  to 
'  Tuefday^  January  the  19th,  17 13-4,  wherein  is  a 

*  printed  letter  to  the  Englijhman,  to  which  is  fub- 
«  fcribed  the  name  Richard  Steele:  Another  entituled, 
«  The  Crifis  ;    in  the  title  page  whereof  it  is  faid, 

*  by  Richard  Steele^  Efq*,  and  the  other  entituled, 
^  The  Englifhman^   being  the  clofe  of  the  paper  fo 

*  called  \  in   the  title  page  whereof  it  is  alfo,    by 

*  Richard  Steele^  Efq;  as  containing  feveral  para- 
^  graphs  tending  to  fedition,  highly  refle6ling  upon 
f  Jier  Majelty,  and  arraigning  her  adminiftration 

'  and 
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«  and  government.'  Which  pamphlets  being  brought 
up  to  the  table,  it  was  ordered  that  Richard  Steele^ 
Elq-,  a  member  of  that  houfe,  (hould  attend  in  his 
place  next  morning. 

Mr  Steele  attending  in  his  place,  according  to 
order,  on  Saturday,  March  the  13th,  feveral  para- 
graphs in  the  printed  pamphlets,  complained  of  the 
day  before,  were  read  :  And  Mr  Steele  defiring  time 
till  'Thurfday  next,  to  be  heard  touching  the  fame, 
the  further  confideracion  of  the  faid  pamphlets,  was 
ordered  to  be  adjourned  to  that  day.  The  famie 
day,  the  confideration  of  that  part  of  her  Majefty's 
fpeech,  relating  to  libels,  was  put  off  till  that  day 
fe'nnight. 

OnMonday  the  15th  of  March^  Mr  Steele  moved, 
and  the  queftion  was  propofed,  '  that  an  humble 
«  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  that  fhe  would 

*  be  pleafed  to  give  directions,  that  the  feveral  re- 
'  prefentations  of  her  Majefty's  Engineers  and  Of- 
'  ficers,  who  have  had  the  care  and  infpedlion  of 
'  the  demolition    of  Dunkirk^    and  all  orders  and 

*  inftruclions  given  thereupon,  might  be  laid  be- 

*  fore  the  houfe.'  But  the  previous  queftion  being 
put,  whether  that  queftion  be  now  put,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  by  214  voices  againft  109. 

March  i8th,  the  order  of  the  day  being  read, 
for  taking  into  further  confideration  the  printed 
pamphlets,  complained  of  to  the  houfe,  intituled. 
The  EngUfhman,  from  Saturday^  January  16,  to 
^uefdayi  January  the  19th,  17 14.  "The  Englijhman 
being  the  clofe  of  the  paper  fo  called  -,  and  the  Crifis  ; 
as  containing  feveral  paragraphs,  tending  to  fedition, 
highly  reflecting  upon  her  Majefty,  and  arraigning 
her  adminiftration  and  government :  And  Mr  Steele 
appearing  in  his  place,  owned  he  wrote  andpuhlijhed 
the  faid  pamphlets^  and  the  feveral  paragraphs  therein^ 
which  had  been  co?nplained  of^  and  read  to  the  houfe, 

WITH      THE      SAME-      CHEARFULNESS     AND      SATIS- 

fACTION* 
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FACTION,        WITH        WHICH        HE        HAD        ABJURED 

THE     PRETENDER.     Then  3.   debate  arifing  upoa 
the  method  of  proceeding,  Mr  Auditor  Foley  pro- 
poled,  that  Mr  Steele  fhould  withdraw  j  but  after 
leveral  fpeeches  it  was  carried,   without  dividing, 
that  he  fhould  flay,  in  order  to  make  his  defence. 
He  defired  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  anfvverwhat 
might  be  urged  againtt  him  paragraph  by  para- 
graph ;  but  though  he  was  powerfully  fupported  by 
Mr  JValpole^  General   Stanhope^    the   Lord    Fincb, 
(elded  fon  to  the  Earl  of  NotWigham)  and  the  Lord 
Hinchinhrooke,  fon   to  the    Earl  of  Sandivich^    yet 
Mr  Steeled  accufers  infilled,    and  it   was  carried, 
nat  he  Jhould  proceed  to  make  his  defence,  generally, 
upon  the  charge  given  againft  him.     Mr  Steele  pro- 
ceeded accordingly  to  make  his  defence  ;  and,  for 
near  three   hours,  fpoke  to  the  feveral  heads  ex- 
traded  out  of  the  three  Pamphlets  above-mention, 
ed,  (which  had  been  printed,  and  given  to  all  the 
members)    with  fuch  a  temper,  modefty,  uncon- 
cern, eafy  and  manly  eloquence,  as  gave  entire  fa- 
tisfadion  to  all,  who  were  not  inveterately  prepof- 
fefled  againft  him. 

Mr  Steele  being  withdrawn,  and  candles  ordered 
to  be  brought  in,  moft  members  expeded,  that 
Mr  Auditor  Foley  would  have  fummed  up,  and 
and  anfwered  MvSteele^s  defence,  paragraph  by  para- 
graph •,  but  he  contented  himfelf  with  faying,  in  ge- 
neral, '  That,  without  amufing  the  houfe  with  ^i- f%'s 
'  long  fpeeches,  it  was  plain,  that  the  writings  that  W^i- 

*  had  been  complained  of,  were  feditious,  and  fcan- 

*  dalous,  injurious  to  herMajefty's  government,  the 
^  church,  and  the  univerfities,  and  moved  that  the 
'  queftion  fhould  be  put  thereupon.'  This  occa- 
fioned  a  very  warm  debate,  that  lafted  till  eleven 
o'clock  at  night  :  Robert  Walpole,  Efq-,  who  fpoke 
firft  in  favour  of  Mr  Steele ^  made  a  very  long  and 
nioft  eloquent  fpeech,  wherein  he  went  to  the  bot- 
tom 
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torn  of  the  affair  •,  fhevvcd,  '  that  this  violent  profe- 

*  cution,  ftruck  at   the  hbercies  of  the  fubjed,    in 

<  general,  and  of  the  members  of  that  houfe,  in  par- 

*  ticular-,  juftified  Mr  Steele^  on  all  the  heads  of  the 

<  accufation  raifedagainO:  him  j  and  faid,  he  hoped 

*  the  houfe  would  not  facrifice  one  of  their  members, 

*  to  the  refenrmentand  rage  of  the  Mimjlry,  for  no 

*  Other   crime,    than    his  expofing  their  notorious 

*  mifmanagements ;     and,    like    a    good   patriot, 
«  warning  his    countrymen  againft  the   imminent 

<  dangers,  with  which  the  nation  in  general,  and, 

*  in  particular,   her  Majefty's  facred  perfon,  were 

*  threatned,  by  the  vifible  encouragement  that  was 

*  given  to  the  Pretender's  friends.  U  a  papijl  (faid 

*  he)  nay  an  Irijb  papift^  who  for  many  years  has 

*  been  a  fervant  to  the  late  King  JameSy   and  the 

*  Pretender^  (meaning   Sir   Patrick  Lawlefs )    one 

*  who  has  borne  arms  againft  her  Majefty  in  France 

*  and  Spain  ;  one  who  is  ftrongly  fufpefted,  of  hav- 

*  ing  embrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  late 

*  Duke  of  Medina  Celi^  and  Marquefs  of  Leganez  : 

*  If,  faid  he,  fuch  a  man  be  not  only  permitted  to 

*  come  into  England^  but  to  appear  at  court,  in  the 

*  prefence  chamber  :  If  he  be  carefled  by  the  Mi- 

*  nifters :   Nay,    I  fpeak  it  with  horror,  if  fuch  a 

*  man  be  admitted  to  her  Majefty's  private  audi« 
'  ence  in  her  clofet,  will   not  every  good  fubje6t 

*  think  her  Majefty's  perfon  in  danger?   And  is  it 

<  then  a  crime  in  Mr  Steele^  to  ftiew  his  juft  concern, 

*  for  fo  precious  a  life.* 

As  to  that  paffage  of  Mr  Steele^s  Crifis^  wherein 
he  fays,  That  a  late  treafonahle  book,  on  thefuc- 
cejfion  0/ hereditary  right,  has  puhlijloed  the  will  of 
King  Yi^nryjhe  eighth^  which  feems  to  be  intended  as 
a  pattern  for  the  like  occafion.  And  a  little  lower. 
Let  thofe  who  aol  under  the  prefent  fettlement^  and  'jet 
-pretend  to  difpute  for  an  abfolute  hereditary  right, 
quiet  themfel'ves  with  the  arguments  they  have  bar- 

'rowed 
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rowed  from  popery  :  Mr  IValpole  fuid,  *  It  could 
'  not  be  denied,  that  the  Lord  Treafurer  was  the 

*  patron  of  learned  men,  for  whofe  ufe  and  improve- 

*  ment,  he  had  fee  up  a  fine  library  ;  and  that  it 
«  appeared  by  the  book  called,  the  beredilary  righi 
<  of  the  crown  of  England  ajj'erted^  &c.  that  the 

*  author  had  free  accefs  to  that  library,  and  had 
'  drawn  very  material  pafTages  out  of  fome  manu- 
'  fcripts  in  it.     But  that  the  Lord  Treafurer's  care, 

*  to  fupply  him  with  materials  towards  that  work, 

*  went  yet  further,  fince  his  Lordfliip  had  employ- 

*  ed  a  man  to  look  among  old  mufty  papers,  the 
'  will  and  tefiament  of  King  Henry  Vlllth,  v/hich 
«  the  faid  author  had  inferted  at  length  in  the  ap- 
'  pendix  to  his  book.  That  he  appealed  to 
'  Mr  Lowndes^  a  member  of  the  houle,  and  Se- 
«  cretary  to  the  treafury,  whether  he  had  not  paid, 
«  by  the  Lord  Treafurer's  order,   12  or  14/.  to  the 

*  perfon  that  had  made  that  great  difcovery  ;  but 

*  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  deny  it,  he  had  evidence 

*  to  prove  it.'  Mr  Lowndes^  feemed  not  to  deny 
the  fad: :  He  only  faid,  that  JVill  was  not  fo  rare  a 
piece,  fince  it  was  to  be  feen  in  a  place  he  named, 
in  fFeftminjIer- Abbey. 

Mr  Walpole  mentioned  three  points,  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  prove  the  peace  had  been  alrea- 
dy broke.     '  The  firft,  he  faid,  was  the  demolition 

*  of  Dunkirk y  which  ought  to  have  been  finifhed 

*  five  months  after  the  figning  of  the  treaty  :  But 

*  that  inftead  of  that,  the  French  had  yet,  only 
'  pulled  down  part  of  the  outward  fortifications, 

*  without  touching  the  foundations  •,  which  on  the 

*  one  hand,  rendered  the  Englifb  garrifon  ufelefs-, 
'  and  expofed   to  any  infults  -,  and,   on  the  other 

*  hand,  would  afterwards  make  it  eafy  for  the 
'  French  to  reftore  and  rebuild  thofe  fortifications ; 

*  which  was   the   more   probable   to   be   in  their 

*  thoughts,  fince  inftead  of  ruining  the  harbour, 

*  they 
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they  were  adlually  repairing  the  fluices,  and  work- 
ing on  a  new  canal.     Than  the  fecond  point,  was 
the  renunciations  of  the  Princes   of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon^  which  were  laid  down  as  the  foundation 
and  bafis  of  the  peace,  on  pretence  that  thereby 
the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  will  be  more  di- 
vided than  ever  :  But  that  fuppofing,  (what  he 
could  not  by  any  means  grant)  that  thofe  renun- 
ciations were  to  be  depended  upon,  they  were  yet 
conditional^  and    fuppofed  the  Emperor's   renun- 
ciation  to  the  crown  of  Spain :  And    therefore, 
as  no  care  had  been  taken  to  engage  his  imperial 
Majefty  to  agree  to  that  neceifary  condition,   fo 
the  renunciations  of  the  Princes  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon^  became  thereby  not  binding,   or  void.* 
The  third  inftance  which  Mr  I'Valpoie  gave  of  the 
violation  of  the  peace,  was  the  French  King's  ordi- 
nance, ^ittdi  Septejnber  iZt\\^  N.  S.    17 13.  Forbid" 
ding  the  children  of  French  refugees^  though  born  out  of 
his  dominions^  to  come  into  them^  without  hispermiffion^ 
upon  pain  of  being  fent  to  the  galleys.     Mr  Walpok 
reprefented,     '  That  the  faid  ordinance  was  againft 

*  natural   right,  and   the  law  of  nations,  and,    in 

*  particular,  derogatory  from  the  rights  and  liber- 

*  ties  of  the  Britijh  nation,   which  the  children  of 

*  the  refugees  born  in  England^   were    intituled  to 

*  enjoy,    as    well  as  the  other  natives.     That   he 

*  would  adventure  to  fay  in  their  behalf,  that  ic 
'  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  all  who  have  the  happi- 

*  nefs  to  be  born  in  Engl.and^  were  as  good  Englifh- 
'  men  as  the    fons  of  the  refugees  ;  and  that  the 

*  Britifh  nation,  was  the  more  concerned  in  having 

*  that  ordinance  repealed,  in  that  the  refugees  and 

*  their    children,    were    the  fitted  to  carry  on  a 

*  trade  with  France. 
Mr   Horatio  Walpole  backed,   what   his  brother 

Robert  faid  in  favour  of  the  French  refugees  ;  and 
'  deplored  the  lamentable  condition  of  their  Mini- 
<  fters  and  the  poor  amongft  them,  to  whom  the 

'  Lord 
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*  Lord  Treafurer,  had  not  paid  one  penny  of  the 
'   1 5000  I.  per  anmtm^  voted  by  Parliament,   and 

*  allowed  in  the  civil  lilt,  towards  their  fubfiftence 

*  and  relief,  fince  he  came  into  his  office.'     He 
faid  to  that  purpofe,   '  That  fome  amongft  them, 

*  fa fFcred  now  more  in  England^  than  they  did  du- 
'  ring  the  perfecution  in  France  y  fince  there  were 

*  always  fome  charitable  people  who  relieved  them 
'  while  they  were  in  prifons  and  dungeons,  where- 

*  as  here  they  were  let  to  ftarve.' 

My  Lord  Finch,  backed  alfo  Mr  Robert  Walpole, 
and  gave  early  pregnant  proofs,  of  the  eloquence 
hereditary  in  his  noble  family ;  his  Lordfhip,  a- 
mong  other  things,  endeavoured  to  juftify  Mr 
Steele,  with  relation  to  the  niceft  and  tendered  part 
of  the  charge  againft  him,  viz.  His  third  wijh,  in 
the  clofe  of  his  laft  Englijhman,  That  his  ele^oral 
highnefs  0/ Hanover,  would  he  fo  grateful  as  to  fig- 
nify  to  all  the  world,  the  perfect  good  underftanding  he 
has  with  the  court  of  England,  in  as  plain  terms,  as 
her  Majefy  was  pleafed  to  declare  fhe  had  with  that 
houfe,  on  her  part. 

He  faid  thereupon,   <  That  fuppofing  there  were 

*  in   this  wifh,  fome  injurious  infmuation,  yet  the 

*  fame,  could  not,  without  injuftice,  be  applied  to 

*  the  Queen,  but  only  to  her  Minifters :   That  no 

*  body  doubted   the  good  underftanding  between 

*  her  Majefty  and  the  houfe  o^  Hanover,  but  that  it 

*  was  notorious,  that  the  Minifters  fhewed  no  great 

*  regard  to  that  illuftrious  houfe,  witnefs,  (to  pafs 

*  over  other  inftances)  the  flight  they  put  upon 

*  the  Baron  Bothmar^s  memorial  5  which  the  Queen 

*  had,  perhaps,  never  feen,  had  not  the  Duchefs 

*  o^Somerfet,  fhewed  it  her  Majefty  in  print,  in  the 

*  Daily  C  our  ant, ^  My  Lord -Fiwr^  like  wife  juftified 
Mr  Steele,  in  relation  to  his  reflections  on  the  peace : 

*  We   may,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  give  it  all  the  fine 

*  epithets  we  pleafe  j  but  epithets  do  not  change  the 

*  nature  of  things.    We  may,  if  we  pleafe,  call  it 

*  here 
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*  here  honourable ;  but  I  am  fure  it  is  accounted 

*  fcandalom  in  Holland,    German-^,    Portugal^  and 

*  over  all  Europe^  except  France  and  Spain.     We 

*  may  call  it  advantageous,  but  all  the  trading  pare 
'  of  the  nation,  find  it  to  be  otherwife :  And  if  it 
'  be  really  advantageous,  it  muft  be  fo  only  to  the 
'  Miniftry  that  made  it.'  Sir  William  Wyndham 
fa'jing  thereupon,  *  That  the  Miniftry  would  not  fay 

*  that  the  peace  was  advantageous  to  them  :'  ^he 
Lord  Finch  very  fenartly  replied,  '  Then  it  was  plain 
'  it  was  advantageous  to  no  body.' 

My  Lord  Lumley,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Scarborough^ 

my  Lord  Hinchinbroke,  and  fome  other  members, 

fpoke  with  a  great  deal  of  vivacity  in  favour  of 

Mr  Steele,  and  againft  the  condud  of  the  Miniftry  • 

But  Mr  Auditor  Foley,   Sir  William  Wyndham,  the 

Aitorney-General,   and  fome  other  courtiers,  being 

fupported  by  a   great  majority,  which  in  popular 

affemblies  and  confultations,    generally  fupplies  the 

want  of  arguments,  ftill  infifted  on  the  queftion,  fo 

that  at  laft,  it  was  carried  by  245  voices,   againft 

MrZtede     ^5^'   ^irft,   '  That  3  printed  pamphlet,  entituled$ 

expdiedthe  '  ^e  Engliftiman,   being  the  clofe  of  the  paper  fo 

hoQfe.        c  called,   and  one  other  pamphlet,  entituU-d,   ne 

'  Crifis,  written  by  Richard  Steele,  Efq-^  a  member 

*  of  this  houfe  •,  are  fcandalous  and  feditious  libels, 

*  containing  many  expreflions  highly  reflecting  up- 
'  on  her  Majefty,  and  upon  the  nobility,  clergy, 
'  gentry,  and  univerfities  of  this  kingdom,  mali- 
'  cioufly  infinuating,   that   the  proteftant  fuccefTiort 

*  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover  is  in  danger   under   her 

*  Majefty's  adminiftration,  and  tending  to  alienate 

*  the  affedions  of  her  Majefty's  good  fiibjeds,  and 
'  to  create  jealoufies  and  aivifions  among  them. 
<  Secondly,  chat  Richard  Steele,  Efq;  for  his  offence 

*  in  wricing,  and  publiftjing  the  laid  fcandalous  and 

*  feditious  libels,  be  expelled  this  houfe* 

It 
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It  is  obfervable  that  two  Scotch  Members  only 
fpoke  in  this  long  debate,  viz.  Mr  Baillie,  and  Sir 
James  Stuart^  Judge  Advocate  in  North- Britain, 
The  lirfl:  faid,  '  he  was  little  acquainted  with  the 
«  affairs  of  England^  but  had  made  it  his  bufinefs,  to 

*  know  thofe  of  his  own  country  ;  and  that,  by  all 

*  the  obfervations  he  could  make  for  fome  years  paft, 

*  they  who  appeared  the  moft  zealous  for  the  Pre- 
'  tender's  intereft,  were  the  moft  favoured  and  coun- 

*  tenanced,  by  thofe  in  power.'  This  was  confirm- 
ed by  Sir  James  Stuart,  who  added,  '  That  to  his 
'  certain  knowledge,  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds 
'  had  been  yearly  remitted  to  the  highland  clans, 
'  whofe  chiefs,  and  the  men  under  their  command, 
'  were  known  to  be  entirely  devoted   to  the  Che- 

*  valier.'  By  all  this  it  appears,  that  this  affair 
gave  the  enemies  of  the  prefent  Miniftry  a  handle 
to  rip  up  feveral  things,  which,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  profecution,  had,  perhaps,  never  been  menti- 
oned in  the  houfe  of  Commons :  And  which,  be- 
ing fpoken  in  the  hearing  of  feveral  lords,  occa- 
fioned  the  like  refiedtions,  and  ftrider  enquiries,  in 
the  houfe  of  Peers. 

On  fVednefday,  the  17  th   of  March,  the   Lords  The  Lords 
took  into  confideration  the  flate  of  the  nation,  and  ftTteofVhe 
the  Earls  of  Wharton,   Nottingham,  and  Sunderland^  nation. 
the  Lords  Cowper,  Hallifax,  and  fome  others,  hav- 
ing reprefented  the  danger  that  threatned  the  pro- 
teftant  fuccefTion,  in  the  eledloral  houfe  of  Hanover^ 
by  reafon  of  the  Pretender'  not   being  yet  removed 
from   Lorrain,    and   the  ill  condition  the  affairs  of 
Europe  were  left  in  by  the  late  treaties  of  peace, 
moved,  that  addreffes  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty, 
that  the  proper  Officers  might  be  direded  to  lay 
before  the  houfe,  Firft,  '  An  account  of  what  fteps 
'  had  been  taken  for  removing  the  Pretender  from 

*  the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  purfuant 
'  to  the  addreffes  of  both  houfes  of  laft  Parliament ; 

*  and  what  anfwers  had  been  given  to  her  Majefly, 
Vol    VI.  L  'or 
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or  any  of  her  Minifters,  by  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^ 
or  any  of  his  Minifters.  Secondly,  An  accountof 
the  negociations  of  peace,  what  meafures  had 
been  taken  to  render  the  peace  univerfal,  and 
what  obftrudions  her  Majefty  had  met  therein. 
Thirdly,  An  account  of  what  inftances  had  been 
made  for  reftoring  to  the  Catalans  their  ancient 
privileges,  and  all  letters  relating  thereunto. 
Fourthly,  An  account  of  the  moneys  granted  by 
Parliament  fince  the  year  17 10,  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  Spain  and  Portugal.'  Which  addreffes 
were  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  with- 
out any  oppofition. 

Tre^Lrer         ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^S^  Trcafurcr  moved  for 
moves  for  a  leavc  to  bring  in  A  hill  for  the  future  fecurity  of  the 
forii^n^'"^  f^oteftant  fucceffion,   by  tnaking  it  high  treafon  to  bring 
troops  being  any  foreign   troops  into  the  kingdom :  At  which  ma- 
the"kbg-"'°  "y  ^^^^s  ^^^^^    ftrangely  ftartled    and    furprized. 
dom.         Amongft  the  reft,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  im- 
mediately perceiving  the  dangerous   drift   of  that 
motion,  reprefented,  '  That  fuch  a  bill  might  be 
'  turned  againft   the  guarantees  of  the  proteftant 

*  fucceflion,  and  fo  weaken  that  happy  fettlement, 

*  for  the  fecurity  -of  which,  the  faid  bill  was  pre- 

*  tended  to  be  intended.'  Hereupon  the  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  who  found  that  this  bait  was  difco- 
vered,  endeavoured  to  palliate  the  matter,  with 
faying,  «  That  he  doubted  not,  but  the  noble  Peer 

*  who  made  the  motion  meant    only  fuch  foreign 

*  troops,  as  might  be  brought  into  the  kingdom 

*  by  the  Pretender,  or  his  adherents.'  The  Lord 
Treafurer  having  declared,  this  to  be  his  meaning ; 
it  was  anfwered,  '  That,  in   that  cafe,  fuch  a  bill 

*  was  altogether  unneceflary,  (ince  fuch  troops  were 

*  ipfo  faElo,  either  open  enemies,  if  foreigners,   or 

*  traitors  and  rebels,  if  natives.'  The  Earl  of 
Anglefey  put  an  end  to  the  debate,  with  faying, 
^  That  the  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  was  not 

'  acquainted 
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*  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  proceeding  in 
«  that  houfe  :  For  every  Peer  has  ti^e  privilege  of 
'  bringing  in  what  bill  he  thinks  fit ;  that  the  Lord 
'  Treafurer's  afking  leave  for  ir,  was  but  a  compli- 
'  menc  to  the  houfe  j  and  therefore  when  he  had 
'  brought  in  the  faid  bill,  it  would  be  then  a  proper 

*  time  to  confider  of  it.*     Hereupon  the  faid  mo-  His  motion 
tion  was  dropped.    The  fame  day  a  noble  Lord  re-  ft^pped. 
fledled  on  the  Bifhop  of  Sarum's  preface  to  his  Pa- 
ftoral  care :  But  that  prelate  offq-ing  to  vindicate 
himfelf,  no  further  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

Two  days  after,  the  Lords  refumed  the  confi-  Further  de-* 
deration  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  upon  which  there  ^oufelV^^ 
was  a  debate,  that  laded  till  5  o'clock  in  the  even-  Lords. 
ing.     Several  Whig  Lords  fpoke  again  in  favour  of 
the  Catalans^  and  infifted,  *  That  the  houfe  ought 

*  ftridly  to  examine  how  that  poor  people  came  to 
'  be  abandoned,  after  they  had  been  follicited, 
'  and  drawn  in  to  declare  for  the  Emperor.'  The 
Earl  o^  Anglefej  feeing  the  Miniftry  thus  vigoroufly 
attacked,  endeavoured  to  ward  off  the  blows,  by 
faying,  '  That  for  his  own  part,  he  was  one  of  the 

*  firft  that  appeared  againft  the  late  Minifters^    be- 

*  caufe  he  was  fully  convinced  of  their  7nal-adminL 
^  ft  ration,  corruptioji,  avarice^  2iX]d  unbounded  amhi- 

*  tion.  That  he  would,  in  like  manner,  be  one  of 
'  the  firft  that  fhould  attack  the  prefent  Minifters^  if 
^  he  thought  them  guilty  of  the  fame  faults  \  but  as 
'  he  had  obferved  that  it  was  meerly  out  of  fpleen^ 
'  and  envy,  that  fome  perfons  were  for  enquiring 

*  into  the  condudl  of  patriots,  who  had  given  fignal 

*  proofs  of  their  zeal  for  the  publick  good,  he  was 
'  of  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  examine  into  the 

*  conduft  both  of  the  late  and  prefent  Minifters^  that 

*  fo  by  comparing  one  with  the  other,  they  mighc 

*  fee  which  had  committed  lefs  errors.'  However^ 
the  Whig  Lords  purfued  their  point,  and  in  parti- 
cular) took  notice  of  the  danger,  both  the  Qiieen's 

L  a  *  perfon, 
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perfon,  and  the  proteftant  fuccefTion  were  in  from 
the  great  number  of  out-lawed  JacoUtes^  who  were 
permitted  to  come  over  from  beyond  fea:  And 
complained  of  the  favour  fhewn  to  the  Pretender's 
friends,  in  granting  noli  profequi's  to  fome  perfons, 
who  were  under  profecution  for  writing  againft 
the  proteftant  fuccefTion.  They  aHb  animadverted 
upon  the  debts  of  the  navy  being  much  increafed, 
though  nothing  had  been  done  at  fea  for  two  or 
three  years  paft  :  And  the  court  party  having  little 
or  nothing  to  fay  to  thefe  particulars,  it  was  moved, 
and  refolved,  to  addrefs  her  Majefty,  that  Ihe 
would  be  pleafed  to  order  the  proper  Officers  to  lay 
before  the  houfe,   '  Firjl^  An  account  of  the  debts 

*  and  ftate  of  the  navy.     Secondly,  An  account  of 

*  noli  pro/equips  granted  fince  her  Majefty's  acceffion 
'  to  the  throne.    And  thirdly,  A  lift  of  perfons  out- 

*  lawed,  attainted,  or  that  had  borne  arms  in  the 

*  fervice  of  her  Majefty's,  or  the  late  King's,  ene- 

*  mies,  who  had  got  licences  to  return  into  Great- 
'  Britain,  or  other  her  Majefty's  dominions,  fince 
'  the  year  1688.'  After  this,  upon  a  motion  for 
adjourning,  the  IVhig  Lords,  who  defigned  to  fol- 
low the  chace  while  the  fcent  lay  hot,  and  vigo- 
roufly  to  profecute  the  enquiries  into  the  ftate  of  the 
nation,  propofed  to  adjourn  only  to  the  Monday 
following.  But  the  Miniftry  being  highly  concern- 
ed in  putting  a  ftop  to  thofe  troublefome  and  un- 
grateful difquifitions,  the  Lord  Treafurer,  with  a 
fhew of  devotion,  reprefented,  '  That  the  folemnity 

<  of  Eajler*s  feftival  approaching,  the  next  week, 

*  ought,  accordingto  the  primitive  inftitution,  and 

*  the  conftant  practice  of  the  Church  of  England, 
'  to  be  fet  apart  for  works  and  exercifes  of  piety  5 

<  and  therefore  moved  to  adjourn  io:^ednefday  the 
'  31ft  of  March'  Being  Seconded  by  the  Lord 
Trevor,  the  Earl  of  Whartdn  faid  thereupon,  *  God 
'  forbid  he  fhould  oppofe  that  noble  Lord,  who 

'  had 


A.  1714.         DEBATES.  149 

*  had  made  fo  pious  and  religious  a  motion  ;  hut 
'  that  he  appealed  to  that  venerable  bench  (point- 

*  ing  to   the  Bifhops)  whether  humanity  and  chri- 

*  flian  charity  did  not  require  it  at   their  hands, 

*  not  to  lofe  one  moment  of  time,  in  addrefTing  her 
«  Majefty  in  behalf  of  the  diftrelTed  Catalans^  who 

*  were  reduced  to  fuch  an  extremicy,  that  the  leail 

*  delay  in  procuring  them  relief,  might  prove  their 
'  ruin  for  ever.'  Hereupon  it  was  refolved,  with- 
out oppofition,  to  prefent  the  fa  id  addrefs,  and  then 
the  Earl  of  Oxford's  motion,  for  adjourning  to  the 
31ft  of  March^  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
66  voices  againft  43.  It  is  obfervable  that  the 
Commons  having  the  day  before  made  an  order  for 
clearing  their  houfe  of  all  ftrangers,  not  excepting 
the  Peers  ;  it  was  moved  in  the  Lords  houfe  to  be 
even  with  them  by  making  the  like  order,  with- 
out excepting  the  Commons :  But  this  was  oppofed 
by  the  Duke  of  y^rg)'/(f,  who  faid,  '  \i  was  for  the 
'  honour  of  that  auguft   aflembly,    to  fhew  that 

*  they  had  more  manners  and  complaifance  than 
«  the  Commons.' 

On  the  7th  of  ApriU  the  Commons  refolved  to 
addrefs  her  Majefty,  that  an  account  of  the  prefent 
ftate  and  condition  of  the  navy,  might  be  laid  be- 
fore them  ;  and  then  unanimoufly  refolved  to  con- 
fider  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation  with  regard  to  the 
proteftant  fucceffwn^  that  day  feven-night :  In  order  thTp7f?,w^r 
to  which  they  alfo  refolved  to  addrefs  the  Queen,  "^^^^for. 
«  That  the  letter  from  the  Bifhop  of  London  to  the 

*  Baron  de  Begue^  Minifter  of  the  Duke  of  Lor  rain 
'  to  the  States-General,  concerning  the  removal  of 

*  the  Pretender,  from  the  dominions  of  the  Duke 
'  of  Lorrain^  might  be  laid  before  the  houfe.' 

To  this  purpofe,  we  may  take  notice,  that  fome 

time  before  the  Parliament  fat,  a  letter,  faid  to   be 

written  by  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  to  her  Majefty, 

L  3  was 
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was  hartded   about  firft  in  manttfcript^  and  afcer- 
wards  in  print  as  follows : 

Madam^ 

E  could  not  be  more  furprized  at  the  ad- 
dreiles  of  the  5n7f/S  Parliament,  laft  fum- 
mer,  than  with  the  late  remonftrances  of  your 
Majclly's  Minifters  at  Utrecht ^  in  relation  to  the 
removal  of  the  Chevalier  de  St  George,  from  the 
dominions  of  Lorrain.  Before  we  would  abfo- 
lutely  comply  wiih  the  requeft  of  the  moil  Chri- 
flian  King  in  that  affair,  the  profound  refpecf  we 
have  for  your  Majefty,  and  the  tender  regard  we 
have  for  your  quiet,  made  us  apprehenfive  of  gi- 
ving the  lead  unealinefs  .to  your  Majefty.  But 
when  we  are  allured,  on  the  contrary,  that  this 
expedient  would  be  highly  agreeable  to  all  fides, 
as  the  only  means  to  rem.ove  one  of  the  chief  ob« 
ftacles  to  the  general  peace  of  Europe^  fo  much 
wanted  and  defired  :  Proud  of  fo  great  an  ho- 
nour, we  could  no  longer  refrain  from  opening 
our  arms,  to  receive  a  Prince,  the  mod  accom- 
plifhed,  the  mofl  virtuous,  d.nd  mofk  amiable  of  hu- 
?nan  race,  who  only  wants  to  be  feen  to  be  admi- 
red, and  known  to  be  almoft  adored  •,  whofe  mag- 
nanmiity  in  his  fufteringg,  renders  him  worthy  his 
high  birth,  befides  his  other  great  and  commend- 
able qua! [lies,  which  confefs  the  royal  blood  that 
fiows  in  his  veins. 

^  We  therefore  hope  your  Majefly,  and  the  Bri- 
tijlo  nation,  will  not  take  in  ill  part,  that  we  cannot 
comply  with  a  demand,  fo  inconfiftent  with  our 
own  honour  and  the  laws  of  hofpitality  ;  that  after 
our  protection  once  given,  we  fhould  voluntarily 
abandon  to  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  an  innocent 
dilirefled  Prince,  v/ho  knows  no  crime,  but  be- 
ing born  the  iaft  Heir  Male  to  that  illuftrious 
family,  which  for  feveral  ages  has  given  fo  many 
great  Monarchy  {o  the  world,   amongft  the  rell 

'  your 
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*  youv  Majefty,  of  whofe  heroic  virtues  he  is  a  hap- 

*  py   imitator^  and  whofe  confpicuous  and    great 

*  adions,  have  refledled  as  much  luftre  as  you  have 

*  received  from  your  noble  and  truly  royal  pro- 
«  genitors.  That  God  Almighty  would  take  your 
'  Majefty   into  his  holy  protedion,  is  the  ardent 

*  wi(h  of. 

Madam, 

Tour  Majeftfs^   &c. 


This  letter,  which,  (though  with  different  views) 
was  difperfed  with  equal  induftry  by  both  parties, 
together  with  fome  other  circumftances,  wonderful- 
ly increafed  the  fears  and  jealoufies  of  the  well  af- 
feded  to  the  moft  ferene  houfe  of  Hanover  ,  and  oc- 
cafioned  various  refledions  on  the  prefent  admini- 
ftration,  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  particularly 
in  the  houfe  of  Peers. 

Their  Lordfhips  being  met  again  on  the  31ft  of  f ""^Jf^^iJQff 
March^  the  Lords  with  white  ftaves  acquainted  the  o"}  Pews!" 
houfe,  that  the  Queen  had  been  pleafed  to  order  the 
papers,  for  which  they  had  addreffed  her  Majefty, 
to  be  laid  before  them,    but  that  it  required  fome 
time  to  tranfcribe  the  fame  :  Upon  which  the  houfe 
adjourned  to  Friday  the  2d  of  April,     That  day, 
feveral  papers  relating  to  the  Catalans  were  read  ; 
after  which  the  Earls  of  Wharton  and  Sunderland^ 
the  Lords  Hallifax^  Cowper^  and  fome  others,  re- 
prefented  that  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  having 
drawn  in  the  Catalans,  to  declare  for  the  houfe  of  u^^lhtCa- 
Auftria^  and  engaged  to  fuccour  and  fupport  them,  tahn^- 
thofe  engagements  ought  to  have  been  made  good. 
To  this  the  Lord  Bolingbroke  anfwered,  *  That  her 

*  Majefty  had  ufed  all  her  endeavours  to  procure  to 

*  the  Catalans^  the  enjoyment  of  their  ancient  liber- 
^  ties  and  privileges  5  but  that,  after  all,  the  engage- 

L  4         '  ^  \  ments 


152  Parliamentary  A.  1714, 

'  ments  her  Majefty  was  entered  into,  fubfifted  no 

*  longer,  than  while  King  Charles  was  in  Spain  ;  but 

*  that  Prince  being  advanced  to  the  Imperial  dig- 

*  nity,  and  having  himfelf  abandoned  the  C^/(3/^«/, 

*  her  Majefty  could  do  no  more  than  to  interpofe 

*  her  good  offices  in  their  behalf ;  which  fhe  had 

*  not  been  wanting  to  do.'  To  this  it  was  replied, 
^hat  God  Almighty  had  put  more  effe5iual  means  into 
her  Majeftfs  hands :  Aiid  after  fome  other  fpeeches, 
the  Lord  Cozvper  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  her  Ma- 
jefty, importing,  '  That  her  Majefty's  endeavours 
«  for  preferving  to  the  Catalans  the  full  enjoyment 

*  of  their  ancient  liberties,  having  proved  ineffeofual^ 

*  their  L.ordfhips  made  it   their  humble  requeft  to 

*  her  Majefty,  that  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  continue 

*  her  interpofition,  in  the  moft  preiTing  manner,  in 
<  their  behalf.'  None  of  the  Peers  oppofed  this 
motion  •,  only  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  order  to  ju- 
ftify  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  Miniftry,  faid, 
'   Their  addrefs  would   be  more   grateful   to  her 

*  Majefty,  if  the  word  ineffeoiual  was  left  out,  and 

*  if  they  ihould  thankfully  acknowledge  her  Maje- 

*  fty's  endeavours  in  favour  of  the  Catalans ;'  Which 
was  approved,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  faid  addrefs  accordingly. 

The  next  day,  the  addrefs  was  read  and  agreed 
to  •,  and  in  the  afternoon  prefented  to  her  Majefty 
as  follows : 

WE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
in  Parliament  alTembled,  having  taken  into  confi- 
deration,  the  feveral  papers  your  Majefty  was  moft 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid  before  this 
houfe,  in  purfuance  of  our  humble  addrefs,  of  the 
feventeenth  day  of  March  laft,  that  your  Majefty 
would   be  pleafed  to  order  an  account  to  be  laid 

before 
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before  this  houfe,  of  what  endeavours  had  been 
ufed,  that  the  Catalans  might  have  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  antient  liberties  and  privileges ;  did 
with  the  utmoft  thankfulnefs  to  your  Majefty,  and 
fatisfadion  to  ourfelves,  obfervc  the  repeated  and 
earned  endeavours  of  your  Majefty,  for  preferving 
to  the  Catalans,  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  their 
juft  and  antient  liberties  •,  and  that  although  it 
appears  by  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain,  that 
the  King  of  Spain  has  hithci-to  not  been  induced 
to  agree  with  your  Majefty's  interpofition  in  their 
behalf,  but  infifts  that  they  lliall  come  under  the 
condition  of  his  fubjed:s  of  Cajlile,  there  is  yet 
room  for  your  Majefty's  further  interpofition,  for 
fecuring  to  that  people,  thofe  liberties,  which 
cannot  but  be  very  valuable  to  them :  We  do 
therefore  make  it  our  moft  humble  and  earneft  re- 
queft  to  your  Majefty,  that  your  Majefty  would 
be  gracioufty  pleaied  to  continue  your  interpofi- 
tion in  the  moft  prefling  manner,  that  the  Catalans 
may  have  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  juft  and  an- 
cient privileges  continued  to  them. 

Her  Majefty's  anfwer  was  as  follows. 

My  Lords, 

J  Heartily  tba?ik  you  for  this  addrefs,  and  the  fatis^ 
fa5lion  you  exprefi  in  the  endeavours  I  have  ufed 
for  fecuring  to  the  Catalans  their  juft  liberties. 

At  the  time  1  concluded  my  peace  with  Spain,  I  re- 
folved  to  continue  my  interpofition,  upon  every  proper 
occafion,  for  obtaining  thofe  liberties,  and  to  prevent,  if 
poffhle,  the  misfortunes,  to  which  that  people  are  ex- 
pofed  by  the  condu^  of  thofe  more  nearly  concerned  to 
help  them. 

This  anfwer  Cwhich  however  was  not  made  public 
till  the  6th  of  Jpril)  occafioned  various  reflexions. 

The 
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The  fame  day,  the  Lords  prefented  this  addrefs, 
their  Lordfhips  read  feveral  of  the  papers  that  had 
been  laid  before  them,  in  relation  to  the  treaties  of 
peace,  and  refolved  to  go  upon  the  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion, on  Monday  the  5ch  of  Jprii.  Accordingly, 
that  day,  feveral  fpeeches  were  made,  on  both  fides, 
in  relation  to  the  treaties  of  peace  in  general,  and 
to  the  proteftant  fuccejfwn  in  the  houfe  d?/ Hanover,  in 
particular.  After  which  the  queftion  was  put,  whe- 
ther that  fuccejfwn  was  in  danger  under  her  Majefty^s 
adminift ration,  which  occafioned  a  warm  debate, 
that  lafted  from  tv/o  in  the  afternoon,  till  almoft 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  Lords  oppofite 
to  the  courtiers,  ftruggled  hard  to  have  the  words 
under  her  Majeftfs  admimjt ration,  left  out  of  the 
queflion,  out  of  refpedl  to  her  Majefty,  who,  they 
faid,  was  no  ways  concerned  in  it ;  and  if  any  thing 
was  done  amifs,  her  Minifters  alone  v/ere  account- 
able for  it :  But  the  other  fide,  who  had  a  mind 
to  juflify  the  Miniftry,  or,  at  leaft,  to  fcreen  them 
under  the  Queen's  name,  infilled,  that  the  word^ 
fhould  (land,  and  that  the  queflion  fhould  be  agree- 
able to  her  Majefly's  exprefiion,  in  her  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  about  the  fame  fubjed  •,  and  they  being 
the  more  rAimerous,  the  queftion  was  put,  as  above, 
and  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  twelve 
voices,  viz.  of  feventy-fix  againft  fixty-four.  Be- 
fides  feveral  fpeeches  that  were  made  on  both 
fides,  the  mod  remarkable  circumftance  of  this  day's 
^^^mwiam  debate,  was,  that  his  grace  i\\t  ^  Archbifhop  of 
■i.^'^^'  York,  and  the  Earl  of  An^^efe-j,  fpoke  and  voted 
with  the  IVhig  Lords ;  which  added  great  weight 
and  (Irength  to  that  fide  ;  the  firft:  drawing  after 
him  the  whole  bench  of  Bi (hops,  three  only  except- 
ed :  And  the  other  being  followed  by  the  Earl  of 
Ahingdon,  and  fix  or  feven  other  temporal  Peers, 
who,  like  his  Lordfliip,  had  upon  moft  occallons, 
voted  with  tiie  court  Lords ;  fo  that  the  viftory  the 

latter 
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latter  gained,  was  owing  either  to  the  Scotch  Peers 
or  to  the  late  creation :  And  it  was  the  general  opi- 
nion, that  this  feeming  adva?itage  was,  in  reality,  a 
kind  of  real  defeat  *,  and  that  one  or  two  fuch  vi^o- 
ries^  would  ruin  the  conquering  parfj.  After  the 
queflion  was  carried,  as  the  court  Lords  would  have 
it,  the  Lord  Hallifax  moved,  '  That  an   addrefs 

*  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  that  Ihe  would  be 

*  pleafed  to  renew  her  inftances,  for  the  fpeedy  re- 

*  moving  the  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain ;  and  that 

*  her  Majefty  would  be  pleafed,  in  conjQndlion 
^   with  the  States-General^  to  enter  into  the  guaranty 

*  o^thQproteftant  fucceflion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover  ; 

*  and  alfo  fuch  other  Princes,  as  her  Majefty  fliould 

*  think  proper.'     His  Lordfhip  was  feconded  by 

the  Earl  of  Wharton^  who  moved  befides,  '  That  Motion  for 
'  in  the  faid  addrefs,  her  Majefty  might  be  defired  pSn'he 

*  to  put  out  a  proclamation,  promifmg  a  reward  P^-etender'^ 
'  to  any  perfon,  who  fliould  apprehend  the  Pre-^^^^' 

'  tender^  dead  or  alive,'  Which  motion  was  backed 
by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bolton^  who  moved  like- 
wife,  '  That  the  faid  reward  might  be  fuitable  to 

*  the  importance  of  that  fervice.'  No  Peer  faid 
any  thing  in  oppofition  to  thefe  motions ;  but  it 
being  late,  fome  members  cried,  adjourn^  adjourn: 
But  the  other  fide,  calling  for  the  queftion,  it  was 
unanimoufly  refolved,  that  the  faid  addrefs  fhould 
be  prefented  -,  and  a  Committee  was  thereupon  ap- 
pointed to  draw  it  up.  Before  this  memorable  de- 
bate began,  the  Lord  North  and  Gre'j  moved,  that 
all  the  ftrangers  that  were  in  the  houfe  fhould  with- 
draw ;  upon  which  the  Earl  of  Wharton  defired, 
that  they  might  be  permitted  to  ftay  ;  and  his  Lord- 
fhip, was  backed  by  the  Duke  of  Arg-jle :  But  the 
noble  Peer  who  made  the  firft  motion  infiftingupon 
it,  all  the  ftrangers  were  obliged  to  withdraw,  ex- 
cept the  Baron  Schutz  Envoy  extraordinary  from 
Hanover^  whofe  ftanding  behind  the  throne,  with 
the  Peers  fons,  was  winked  at* 

On 
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On  Thurfday  the  8  th  of  Jpril^  upon  the  report 

of  the  addrefs  before  mentioned,  fome  court  Lords 

moved,  to  mitigate  the  fame  :  And  among  the  reft 

the  Lord  North  and  Grey^  made  a  long  fpeech. 

The  Lord    wherein  he  endeavoured  to  fhew,  *  the  barbarity  of 

North  zni    <  fetting  a  reward  upon  any  body's  head,  which, 

z^S'JtftT   '  he  faid,  was  an  encouraging  of  murder  and  affaf- 

*  fination  ;  and  how  repugnant  fuch  a  proceeding 

*  was  to  chriftianity,  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  laws 

*  of  all  civilized  nations.'  To  which  purpofe  his 
Lordlhlp  quoted  fome  paffages  out  of  Grotius^ 
Puffendorf^  and  other  learned  civilians.  He  repre- 
fented  in  particular,  '  how  inconfiftent  fuch  a  pro- 
'  ceeding  was,  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  fo 

*  auguft  an  alTembly,  in  a  nation  and  government 

*  famed  for  lenity  and  clemency ;  and   in   the  con- 

*  clufion,  faid.  No  man  either  had  more  refpe<5l 

*  and  affedlion  for  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover y 
'  or  would  do  more  to  ferve  them,  than  himfelf; 

*  but  that  they   muft   excufe  him  if  he  would  not 

*  venture  damnation  for  them.'  He  was  backed  by 
the  Lord  Trevor,  who  faid ^   '  That  what  that  noble 

*  Peer  had  fpoke,  was  fufficient  to  fhew,  how  in- 

*  confiftent  fuch  a  proceeding  was  to  chriftianity^  and 

*  the  civil  law  ;   and  therefore  he   would  confine 

*  himfelf  to  our  own  laws  -,  and  if  he  knew,  or  un- 

*  derftood  any  thing  of  thefe,  he  was  confident,  they 
'  were  as  oppofite  to  fuch  proceedings  as  the  civil 
'  law.     That  he  knew,  he  did  not  fpeak  there  as  a 

*  lawyer  or  judge,  but  as  a  Peer  ♦,  but  he  was  fo 

*  fully  fatisfied  of  our  law  difcountenancing  all  fuch 
«  proceedings,  that    if  ever  any  fuch  cafe  fhould 

*  come  before  him,  as  a  Judge,  he  would  think 
'  himfelf  bound  in  juilice,  honour,  and  confcience, 

*  to  condemn  fuch  an  adiion  as  miirther^  and  there- 

*  fore  he  hoped  the  fupream  court  of  judicature, 
'  would  not  make  a  precedent  for  encouraging  affaf- 

The  addrefs  ^  finalion^     Little  was  faid  in  oppofition  to  thefe 
mingated.    ^^q  fpecchcs  :  And  fo  it  was  moved j  Firfi^  That 

the 
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the  reward  (hould  be,  for  apprehending  and  bringing 
the  Pretender  to  jujlice,  in  cafe  he  jhould  landy  or  ^ 
attempt  to  landy  either  in  Great- Britain  or  Ireland. 
Secondly^  That  her  Majcfty  Ihould  iffue  her  royal 
proclamation^  whenever  her  Majeft's^  in  her  great  wif- 
dom,  Jhould  judge  it  necejjary  Upon  a  divifion, 
thefe  amendments  were  carried  by  a  majority  of  ten 
voices,  fome  of  the  Lords,  who  the  Monday  before 
voted  with  the  JVhiggs  being  for  thofe  mitigations  *, 
and  feveral  Bifhops  thinking  fit,  to  give  their  tacit 
confent  to  them,  by  their  abfence  from  the 
houfe. 

The  fame  day,  upon  a  motion  made  by  the 
Lord  Hallifax^  the  Lords  refolved  to  prefent  an- 
other addrefs  to  the  Queen,  to  defire  her  Majefty, 

*  That  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  iffue  out  her  royal  Addrefs  a- 

*  proclamation,   for  the  putting  in  execution  the  prlefls^nT"^ 

*  laws    in  force,  againft  all  Jefuits^  popijh  Priejis^  perfonsout- 

*  and    BiJIjops^  except   thofe  belonging  to  foreign  *^^ ' 
'  Minifters,  as  alfo  againft  all  fuch  as  bore  arms, 

^  againft  the  late  King  JVilliam  and  Queen  Marj^ 
'  or  her  prefent  Majefty,  &c.'  Upon  this  occafion, 
fome  fevere  refle6lions  wer^  made  againft  thofe 
perfons,  who  being  ouc-lawed,  for  adhering  to  the 
late  King  James  and  the  Pretender^  had  the  afTu- 
rance,  and  were  encouraged  not  only  to  come  over, 
but  even  to  appear  here  with  a  public  character : 
But  the  confideration  of  that  affair,  was  referred  to 
the  next  day,  when  the  Lords  refolved,  '  i.  That  votesagainO: 

*  no  perfon,  not  included  in  the  articles  of  Lime-  L'wed,'!^!^ 

*  rick^  and  who  had  borne  arms  in  France  and  Spain^ 

*  fliall  be  capable  of  any  employment  civil  or  mili- 
'  tary.  2.  That  no  perfon  who  is  a  natural-born 
^  fubjed  of  her  Majefty,  fhall  be  capable  of  fuftain- 

*  ing  the  charader  of  public  Minifter  from  any  fo- 

*  reign  Potentate.'  Thefe  refolutions  were  un- 
doubtedly made  with  an  eye  to  Sir  Patrick  Lawlefs^ 
who  having  been  the  Pretender\  Envoy  at  the  court 
of  Madrid^  had  come  over  with  a  credence  from 

King 
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King  Philip.  But  upon  the  noife  his  being  here 
made  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  he  thought  fit 
to  go  to  Holland, 

The  fame  day,  upon  an  occafional  rejieEiion  made 

fome  days  before  againft  the  Minifters,  for  remit- 

Remittances  ting  anuually  about  4000  /.  to  the  clans  of  Scotland^ 

dans^cfnT^  as  if  that  fum  were  defigned  to  keep  in  heart  and 

dered.         difciplinc  the  Pretender's  friends,  the  Lord  Vifcount 

Townjhend  made  a  motion  for  taking  that  affair  into 

confideration.      Hereupon,    the   Duke    of    Jrgyle 

made  a  fpeech,  importing,  in  fubftance,  '  That  the 

*  Scotch  Highlanders^  being  for  the  moft  part,  either 

*  rank  papifts,  or  declared  Jacobites,  the  giving 
'  them  penfions,  was,  in  effed,  keeping  up  popijb 
'  feminaries,  and  fomenting  rebellion.'  In  anfwer 
to  which  the  Lord  Treafurer,  and  the  Lord  Vif- 
count  Bolinghroke,  made  it  appear,  '  That  in  this 

*  particular,  they  had  but  followed  the  example  of 

*  the  late  King  William^  who,  after  he  had  reduced 

*  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland^  thought  fit  to  allow 

*  yearly  penfions  to  the  chiefs  or  heads  of  the  clans^ 

*  in  order  to  keep  them  quiet ;  and  that  if  the  pre- 

*  fent  Minifbry   could   be  charged  with  any  mif- 

*  management,  on  that  article,  it  was  only  for  re- 
'  trenching  and  faving  part  of  that  hujh-mone'j' 
Nothing  being  alledged  againft  this  apology,  the 
Lord  North  and  Grey^  made  a  miOtion  for  returning 
the  Lord  Treafurer  the  thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  his  good 
fervices  \  but  the  Lord  Bolingbroke,  faid,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  the  Lord  Treafurer  was  contented  with  the 
teftimony  of  his  own  confcience,  and  defired  no 
further  fatisfadlion,  than  to  have  his  condudt  ap- 

The  Lord  proved  by  that  auguft  affcmbly :  Whereupon,  it 
^ndiiftX-  ^^^  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  the  houfe  approved 
proved.        his  Lordfhip's  condu6l,  in  that  particular. 

As  all  weak  and  unfuccefful  attacks  of  a  Minifter, 
do  generally  but  fortify  and  fix  his  power  ;  fo  fome 
perfons  had  reafon  to  repent  the  purfuing  a  wrong 
fcent  i  and,    on  the  other  hand,  one  of  the  Lord 

Treafurer*s 
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Treafarer's  friends,  took  that  opportunity  to  fay, 
with  a  triumphant  and  infulting  air,  that  having 
by  this  time,  removed,  '  all  fears  and  jealoufies 
«  about  popery  and  the  Pretender^  he  hoped  the  ene- 
'  mies  of  the  Miniftry  would  now  fpeedily  produce 
<  all  the  objedlions  they  had  againft  their  condudl, 

*  and  thereupon  his  Lordfhip  moved,  that  a  day 
'  might  be  appointed  for  taking  into  confideration 

*  the  (late  of  the  nation,  in  relation  to  the  treaties 
'  of  peace  and  commerce,^  He  was  feconded  by  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon^  and  fo  the  houfe  adjourned  to 
Tuefdaj^  the  13th  of  April, 

The  day  before,  the  houfe  of  Peers  prefented  to 
the  Queen  an  addrefs  about  the  Pretender:  Which 
was  as  follows : 


TF 


E  jour  'Majeflfs  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fuh-  The  Lords 
je5is^  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  Par^  gtbft'th'e 
liament  ajfembled^  having  a  juft  and  tender  concern  f^retender, 
for  your  Majefty  and  our  country^  and  being  en^ 
c  our  aged  by  that  zeal  your  Majefly  has  fo  often 
exprefjed  from  the  throne^  for  the  proteltant  fuccef- 
fion  in  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover,  do  now 
frefume  to  renew  our  mofi  humble  applimtion  to 
your  Majefly^  upon  a  fubje5i  fo  agreeable  to  you 
as  thiSy  which  fj  nearest  your  own  royal 
HEART  J  and  do  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty^  that 
whenever  your  Majefty^  in  your  great  wifdom,  fhall 
judge  it  neceffary^  you  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
iffue  your  royal  proclamation^  promiftng  a  reward 
to  any  perfon  who  fhall  apprehend  and  bring  the 
Pretender  to  juftice,  in  cafe  he  fhall  land,  or  at- 
tempt to  landy  either  in  Great- Britain  or  Ireland, 
fuitable  to  the  importance  of  the  fervice^  for  the  (afety 
of  your  Majefty^ s  perfon y  and  the  fecurity  of  the  pro- 
teltant fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
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PFe  aJfo  defere  leave  to  exprefs  our  very  great 
concern,  that  your  Majeftfs  inftances  for  removing 
the  Pretender  'out  of  Lorrain,  have  not  yet  had 
their  effect  \  '  and  do  humbly  intreat  your  Majefiy, 
that  you  will  be  gracioiijly  ^leafed  to  infifl  iipon^ 
and  renew  your  inflames  for^  the  fpeedy  re?noving 
the  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain  :  And  likewife  that 
your  Majefly  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  in  con- 
jun5lion  with  the  States- General,  to  defire  the  Em- 
peror to  enter  into  the  guaranty  of  the  proteftant 
fuccejfwn  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  alfo  all 
fuch  other  Princes  as  your  Majefly  fhall  think 
proper. 

To  which  her  Majefty  returned  this  anfwer : 

My  Lords, 
TT  would  be  a  real  firengthning  to  the  fuccejfion   in 

the  houfe  <?/ Hanover,  as  well  as  a  fupport  to  my 
government^  that  an  end  were  put  to  thofe  ground- 
DESs  Fears  and  Jealousies,  which  have  been  fo 
induftrioudy  promoted. 

I  do  not  at  this  time  fee  any  occafion  for  fuch  a  pro- 
clamation. Whenever  I  judge  it  to  be  necejfary^  I 
fhall  give  my  orders  for  having  one  ijfued. 

As  to  the  other  particulars  of  this  addrefs,  I  will 
give  proper  dire^ions  therein. 

This  anfwer  raifed  the  hopes  and  expedations  of 
the  friends  to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George ;  but  the 
fame  day,  an  accident  happened,  which,  as  foon 
as  known,  caft  them  into  a  deeper  conflernatinn  than 
they  were  in  before  the  addrefs  againfl:  the  Pretender 
was  moved  for  in  the  houfe  of  Peers  :  the  matter  of 

gives  a  vifit 

to  the  Lord  On  Monday  the  12th  of  April.,  in  the  afternoon, 
SidTmands  ^^^  Baron  Schutz,  Envoy  extraordinary  from  the 
a  writ  for  Eledlor  of  Hanover.,  made  a  vifit  to  the  Lord 
^CaMgef^'^Z^  ChancelJor,  and,  among  other  civilities,  ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledge  and   affeclion  his  Lordlhip  had   fhewn 
on  feveral  occafions,  to  the   moll   ferene  eledoral 
houfe  of  Hanover.     The  Lord  Chancellor  told  him, ' 
'  He   was  extremely  fenfible   of  the  honour  and 
'  juilice  he  did  him  by  his   vifit  and  compliment : 

*  And  defired  him  to  afTure  the  Eledlorhis  mafter, 
<  of  his  entire  devotion  to  his  fervice  *,  hoping  his 
'  eledloral  highnefs  gave  no  credit  to  the  falfe  reports 
'  that  were  indr.ftricufly  fpread  abroad,  in  order  to 

*  give  him  jealoufies  of  her  Majefly's  Minifters.' 
The  Baron  anfwered,  '  He  would  not  fail  difcharg- 

*  ing  fo  agreeable  a  commifilon  :  But added^  he  had 
'  a  favour  to  afk  of  the  Chancellor,  in  the  name  of 
'  eledoral    Prince,  viz.    'That  his  Lordjhip  would 

*  he  pleafed  to  make  cut  a  zvrit  for  his  highnefs* s fitting 
'  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  as  Duke  of  Cambridge.* 
The  Lord  Chancellor  feemed  fomewhat  furprized  at 
this  unexpected  demand,  but  his  Lordfliip  told  the 
Baron,   '   That  it  was  not  ufual  to  make  out  writs 

*  for  Peers  that  were  out  of  the  kingdom.  How- 
'  ever,  he  would  forthwith  apply  to  her  Majefty  for 
'  diredlions  in  this  cafe.'     The  Baron  replied^  '  He 

*  did  not  doubt,  his  Lordfhip  knew  and  would  per- 
'  form  the  duty  of  his  office  •,  but  as  to  the  difficul- 
'  ty  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge's  being  out  of  the 

*  kingdom,  he  might  alTure  him  his  eledoral  High- 

*  nefs  had  refolved  to  come  over  very  fpeedily  ; 
'  and,  perhaps,  might  be  landed  before  the  writ 
'  was  made  out.'  At  this  the  Baron  taking  his 
leave  ;  the  Lord  Chancellor  defired  him  to  remem- 
ber, '  He  did  not  refufe  his  demand,  but  only 
'  thought  it  proper  to  acquaint  her  Majefty  with  it, 
'  which  he  would  do  immediately :'  To  which  the 
Baron  faid^  '  He  likewife  defired  his  Lordfhip  to 

*  remember,  that  he  had  applied  himfelf  to  his 
'  Lordfhip  for  the  Duke  of  Cambridge's  v/rit :'  And 
fo  they  parted.  The  Lord  Chancellor  having  the 
fame  evening  acquainted  her  Majefty,  and  her  chief 
Minifters,  with  all  that  had  pafifed  between  him  and 
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the  Baron,  a  Council  was  immediately  called,  and 
having  fat  from  nine  o'clock,  till  after  eleven,  it 
was  refolvcd,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  fiiould 
make  out  a  v;rit  for  the  Duke  o^  Cambridge. 

This  tranfa61:ion,  v/hich,  the  next  morning  about 
noon,  was  firft  whifpcred  about  in  the  Court  of  Re- 
quefts,  cad  a  fudden  damp  on  the  fpirits  of  the 
avowed  partizans  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George^  and 
even  on  fome  others,  who  would  not  be  thought 
to  have  affedions  that  way.  It  was  then  a  problem^ 
whether  Baron  Schutz  had  made  that  demand^  by 
exprefs  orders  from  his  mafter,  or  only  by  the  ad- 
vice of  fuch  Lords,  and  other  perfons,  as  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  a  more  immediate  concern  for  the  in- 
terefls  of  the  mod  fcrene  houfe  of  Hanover  :  But  be 
that  as  it  will,  it  was  the  lame  day  reported,  by 
the  court-agents,  that  her  Majefly  had  taken  in  ill 
part  the  Baron's  applying  himfelf  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, before  he  acquainted  her  Majefly  with  his 
orders  in  that  matter  ;  and  that  thereupon  her  Ma- 
jefiy  had  forbid  him  the  court,  and  her  Minifters 
to  have  any  correfpondcnce  with  him.  On  Sun- 
day the  1 8th  of  Jpril,  in  the  morning,  the  ma- 
flier  of  the  ceremonies  carried  Baron  Schutz  a  mef- 
fage,  to  forbid  him  the  court.  However,  at  the 
fame  time,  Mr.  Bromley  Secretary  of  ftate,  fent  ano- 
ther meffage  to  Monfieur  Kreyenberg^  the  Ele6tor  of 
Ha7iGver''s  Refident,  to  acquaint  him,  that  he  might 
come  to  court  as  ufual  :  And  two  days  after,  one 
of  her  Majefty's  Melfengers  was  difpatched  to  Mr. 
Harley  at  the  court  of  Hanover.,  undoubtedly  with 
inflru6lions,  fuitable  to  the  new  fcene^  which  Baron 
Schutz  had  opened  in  England.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Baron  thought  fit  forthwith  to  return  to  Hano- 
T'^r,  and  fo  on  'Thtirfday  the  20th  Oi  Aprils  in  the 
night,  he  fet  out  pofl  for  Harwich^  with  only  one 
fervant ;  having  left  in  Monfieur  Kreyenbergh  hands, 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Brcniley,  importing  in 
fubflance,  '  That   having  had  the    misfortune  to 

incur 
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*  incur  her  Majefly's  dilpleafure,  and  being  thereby 

*  rendered  incapable  of  lerving  his  mafter  any  longer 

*  in  this  court,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  return 
'  home  •,  and  lb  took  his  leave  of  him.'  The  next 
day  Mounfier  Kreyenkrg  delivered  this  letter  to 
Mr.  Bromley,  who  told  him,  '  That  either  he, 
'  (Monfieur  Kreyenherg)  or  any  other  Minifter  whom 
'  the  Eled:or  of //i^;^i?'z;^r  would  oleafe  to  fend  over, 
'  would  be  well  received  by  her  Majefty.'  This 
whole  affair,  as  may  eafily  be  imagined,  occafioned 
various  reafonings  and  conjecftures :  And  as  the 
Biron  Scbiaz's  declaration  of  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
hidge^s  intention  fuddenly  to  come  over,  dunned 
and  alarmed  the  Chevalier'' s  friends,  fo  did  it  won- 
derfully raife  the  fpirits  of  the  well-affecled  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover  •,  and  had  a  particular  influence 
on  the  public  funds,  which  thereupon  rofe  four  or 
five  per  cent. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  having,  on  the  13th  of 
Aprils  reported  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  the  Queen's 
anfwer  to  their  Lordfnips  addrefs  about  the  Pre- 
tender, fome  expreffions  in  it  did  not  appear  entire- 
ly fatisfa^ory  \  and  thereupon  it  was  moved  to  pre- 
sent another  addrefs  to  her  Majefty,  tacitly  infi- 
nuating  the  reafons  and  grounds  the  Lords  had  for 
the  firil  addrefs  •,  a  form  of  an  order  for  fuch  an 
addrefs  was  thereupon  propofed,  and,  a  noble  Duke 
having  moved,  that  the  word  indufirioiijly  fliould 
be  added,  there  arofe  a  debate,  that  lafted  from 
two  till  fix  in  the  afternoon  :  After  a  warm  difpute, 
the  court-party  carried  their  point,  though  by  the 
majority  of  two  proxies  only,  the  voices  in  the  houfe 
being  equal,  viz.  61  on  each  fide-,  and  fo  the  fol- 
lowing orders  were  made. 

Die  Martis  13  Aprilis,   1714. 

Ordered,  i^y  the  Lords  fpiritual  asul  temporal  in 
Parliament  aJjemMi'd,  that  an  humble  addrefs  he  pre- 

M  2  J  en  ted 
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fented  io  her  Majefty^  to  return  her  Majefty  the  thanks 
of  this  houfe  for  her  mofi  gracious  anfwer  to  their  ad^ 
drefs  \  and  to  afjure  her  Majefty^  that  this  houfe  will 
continue  to  conjider  of^  and  humbly  to  offer  to  her  Ma- 
jefty^  as  well  as  to  concur  with  her  Majefty  in  all  pro- 
per meafures  for  fupporting  her  Majeftfs  government^ 
and  for  ftrengthening  the  prottil^int  fucceffwn  in  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  as  the  only  effectual  means  to  put 
an  end^  to  thofe  fears  and  jealoufies^  which  have  been 
fo  univerfally  and  inciutlrioufly  fpread  thoughout  this 
kingdom. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be  frefented  to  her 
Majefty  by  the  Lords  vnth  white  ft aves. 

On  the  1 6th  of  April  tht  Lord  High  Treafurer 
acquainted  the  houfe,  that  the  Lords  with  white 
ftaves  had  (according  to  order)  prefcnred  to  her 
Majefty  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  of  'Tuefday  laft, 
and  that  her  Majefty  v/as  pleafed  to  give  the  follow* 
ing  moft  gracious  anfwer  thereunto. 

My  Lords, 
TbeQueen's  J  q^hank  you  hcariih  for  this  addrefs  : 

And  take  very  kindly  the  affarances  you  give  mc 
therein. 

And  thus  ended  the  great  noife  that  was  made  in 
tlie  Lords  houfe  about  the  Pretender. 

The  day  before,  the  Lords  read  a  fecond  time, 
JJSmitt^df  the  i'/// from  the  Commons,  for  fccuring  the  freedom 
of  Parliaments  by  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  it  w^as  carried  by  a  majority 
Debate  in  ^^  fevcn  or  eight  votes,  that  the  faid  bill  ftiould  be 
the  houfe  of  committed.  Then  a  motion  was  made  for  taking 
th'^e'treade"  J^to  confidcration  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  in  relation 
ot  peace  jq  the  trcatics  of  peace  and  commerce^  and  fame 
merceT      fpecchcs  wctc  made  on  both  fides  thereupon,  after 

which 
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which  the  debate  was  adjourned  to  Friday  the  1 6th 
of  April :  That  day,  the  IVhig- Lords  being  ap- 
prehenfive,  that  if  any  debate  arofe  about  the  Spa- 
nijh  treaty,  the  other  party  would  propofe  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  Queen,  approving  of  the  faid  treaty, 
they  therefore  agreed  to  fay  nothing  againft  the 
treaty  that  might  draw  them  into  a  debate.  The 
Lord  North  and  Grey  fbood  up  firft,  and  faid,  that 
if  any  Lord  had  any  objeAion  againft  the  SpaniJJj 
treaty,  he  was  ready  to  anfwer  them  :  And  fo  in  a 
challenging  manner,  fkirmifhed  for  fome  time. 
After  he  fat  down,  there  was  a  filence  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  -,  and  then  the  Lord  Clarenden  flood  up 
and  laid,  '-  My  Lords,  fince  no  objection  can  be 
raifed  againft  the  Spaitifi  treaty,  we  fhould  addrefs 
her  Majefty,  to  return  her  our  mod  humble 
thanks,  for  having  by  a  fafe,  honourable,  and 
advantageous  peace  with  Spain^  delivered  thefe  na- 
tions from  a  long  confuming  land- war,  and  to  de- 
fire  her  Majefty,  notwithftanding  any  obftruc- 
tions  that  may  be  thrown  in  her  way,  to  proceed 
to  the  fettlement  of  Europe^  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  her  Majefty's  moft  gracious 
fpeech.'  'To  this  the  Lord  Cowper  anfwered  :  '  My 
Lords,  this  is  the  moft  bare-faced  attempt  that 
ever  was  made  by  this,  or  any  other  Miniftry, 
to  fecure  themfelves  by  endeavouring  to  get  the 
fandion  of  this  houfe  for  themfelves.  My  Lords, 
are  not  the  Miniftry  themfelves  jealous  that  their 
ad:ions  ftand  in  need  of  the  fandlion  of  this  houfe  } 
Elfe  why  this  endeavour  at  an  addrefs  to  make 
their  a6t  the  ad  of  the  houfe  ?  The  Lord  that 
fpoke  firft,  a6ling  like  a  foldier,  would  by  fkir- 
mifhing  have  drawn  on  a  general  engagement, 
but  the  troops  are  too  well  difciplined  to  fall  into 
an  ambufcade  of  his  laying-,  but  I  cannot  remove 
my  finger  from  the  original  of  our  misfortune,  the 
CESSATION  OF  ARMS.  Wc  wcrc  then  told,  that 
if  a  blow  had  been  ft  ruck  it  would  have  ruined 

M  3  *  the 
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^  the  peace.     Would  to  God    it   had  ruined  this 

>  peace!'    To   hack  this^    the  Lord  Hallifax /^/'J, 

'  What  was  lad  mentioned,  my  Lords,  makes  me 

*  rife  into  the  higheft  refentment  of  the  vile  ufage 

*  given  my  Lord  Duke  of  Ormond ;  a  Lord  for 

*  whom  I  have  the  moft  profound  refpedl.  My 
'  Lord  Ormond  went  over  into  Flanders  with  a  true 
«  Englijh  heart,  v^iich,  my  Lords,  is  the  beft  in 

*  the  world  ;  with  a  defire  to  do  his  country  all  the 
'  fervice  his  great  ability   capacitated  him  to  do. 

*  Therefore  it  muil  be  inconceivable  the  horrible 
'  anguilli  it  muft  give  his  noble  and  generous  heart, 

*  to  receive  fuch  {hocking  orders,  reftraining  the 

*  noble  ardour  of  the  foldicrs,  fluflied  with  former 
'  vidlories,  and  hopes  of  flill  greater.'  My  Lords ^ 
added  the  Earl  <?/"  Nottingham,  '  I  never  knew  the 
'  like  addrefs  to  this  ever  offered  at,  but  once,  in 

*  the  cafe  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk^  who  in  Hen- 
'  ry  Vllth's  time,  had  made  a  treaty,  for  v/hich  he 

*  thought  it  convenient  to  get  x\\t  fandion  of  this 

*  houfe  by  an  addrefs.     I  fay  no  more  of  the  man, 

*  bccaufe  he  came  to  an  untimely  end.'  Hereupon 
the  Bifhop  of  Salifbury  faid^   '  My  Lords,  I  do  not 

*  underfland  what  law  or  reafon  can  be  given  to 

*  empower  one  ally  to  difengage  from  his  other  al- 

*  lies,  unlefs  in  a  proper  manner  and  time  •,  he  ac- 
'  quaints  them,  he   has   done  his  tdiimus  conatus^ 

*  and  that  to  proceed  further,  would  be  cert  a  per- 
'  nicies  :  That  we  had  not  come  to  our  idtimus 
'  conatus^  is  plain,  fince  in  the  year  of  the  cefTation 
*■  of  arms,  and  the  year  following,  wherein  nothing 

*  was  done,  we  made  as  great  efforts  as  the  former, 
'  v/hen  v/e  did  fo  many  glorious  things,  and  to 
'  proceed  further,  in  ail  human  probability,  it 
'  would  have  been  certa pernicies  to  our  then  enemy, 

*  the   French.''     The  EijJoop  of  London   anfwered^ 

*  My  Lords,  at  the  cefTation  of  arms,  our  cafe  was 
^  the  very  cafe  in  point,  which  the  Bilhop  o^  Sarum 
^  pucsj  for  we  had  then  cpme  to  our  ultirms  conatus^ 

*  and. 
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'  and,  for  ought  we  know,    to  proceed   further, 

*  would  have  been  cert  a  pernicics.'  Hereupon  the 
Earl  of  Wharton  replied^  '  I  did  defign  to  have 
«  faid  a  great  deal  to  day,  but  I  find  it  all  antici- 
<  patcd  by  the  Lords  wlio  have  fpoken  before  me  j 
«  only  I  muil  fliy  what  I  karn  by  fitting  here,  that 

*  the  carrying  this  vote,  is  the  ultimus  conatiis  of  the 
«  Miniftry,  and  that  if  they  do  not  carry  it,  it  will 

*  be  to  them  cert  a  pernicies  :    Good,  my  Lords, 

*  gratify  my  curiofity,  to  let  me  fee  what  certa  per- 

*  nicies  will  be.'  So?ne  other  Whig  Lords  jnain- 
taincd^  *  That  there   was  no  abfolute  neceflity  of 

*  making  a  peace,  the  nation  having  given  near  as 

*  much  money  for  thefe  three  years  paft,   as  during 

*  any  three  years  of  the  war  -,  and  as  for  the  pre- 
'  tended  advantages,     gained  by    the   treaty  with 

*  Spain ^  it  is  plain  they  were  no  more  than  what 
'  had  been  flipulated  before  by  the  treaty  of  the 
'  year  1667.'  They  alfo  complained  of  the  me- 
thod in  which  the  negociations  of  peace  had  been 
carried  on,  and  of  the  giving  up  the  intereflis  of 
the  Emperor,  and  King  of  Portugal^  as  well  as  of 
the  poor  Catalans.  After  a  warm  debate  that  laft- 
ed  till  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  it  was  re- 
folved  by  a  majority  of  82  votes  againft  6(^^  to  ^" ^'^'^'■ers 
prefent  an  addrefs  to  her  Majefly,  to  acknowledge  L  the" fame 
'  her  Majefty's  goodnefs  to  her  people,  in  deliver-  ^^ted. 

*  ing  them  by  a  lafe,  lionourable,  and  advantageous 
'  peace  with  France  and  Spain^  from  the  burthen  of 

*  a  confuming  land-war,  unequally  carried  on,  and 

*  become  at  lafl  impradicable :  And  to  intreat  her 

*  Majefty,  to  purfae  fuch  meafures  as  fhe  fhould 
'  judge  necefiliry,  for  compleating  the  fettlement  of 

*  Europe^  on  the  principles  laid  down  in  her  Ma- 

*  jefty's  fpeech.'  An  addrefs  to  that  purpofe  was 
the  next  day  drawn  up,  reported,  agreed  to, 
and  fent  down  to  the  Commons,  for  their  con- 
currence. 

-       M  A.  This 
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Proceedings^  Thls  iiaturally  leads  us  to  the  refaming  the  pro- 
of Gom-°"*^  ceedings  in  that  houfe  :  On  Thurfday  the  8th  of 
mons.  Aprils  it  was  refolved  to  prefent  three  addrefles  to 
her  Majcfty,  that  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  order  to 
be  laid  before  them.  '  Flrft^  An  account  of  the 
'  ftate  of  the  negociations  of  the  feveral  treaties  of 
^  peace  between  her  Majefty  and  her  allies,  and 
'  France  and  Spain^  and  of  the  obflru6lions,  which 

*  occurred  in  carrying  on  the  faid  negociations. 
'  Secondly^  An  account  of  what  licences,  privy-feals, 
'  or  paffports  have  been  granted  fincc  the  year  1688, 
'  to  perfons  outlawed  or  attainted  in  Great- Britain 
^  or  Irela72dy  or  who  have  borne  arms  in  the  fervice 

*  of  her  Majefty's  or  the  late  King's  enemies,  for 

*  their  returning  into  thcfe  dominions.    And  thirdly^ 

*  A  copy  of  the  articles  of  the  capitulations  of  Li- 
^  merick  and  Gall-ivay.^ 

On  Friday  the  9th  of  Aprils  the  Commons  re- 
Afcrunt  of  folved  to  addrefs  her  Majefty,  '  Firfty  For  an  ac- 
SXVigh-  ■  count  of  all  funis  of  money,  which  had  been  paid 
land  clans,    <  ^q  ^h^  hio;h-land  clans  in  North-Britain^  fince  the 

and  other  ^ r^  -it  r     i  r      r\- 

papers  called  *  ycar  1 688,  With  thc  names  of  the  relpedive  per- 

for^4&r/7     4  fQns,  to  whom  any  fuch  fums  have  been  paid, 

*  and  by  whom.  Secondly ^  For  the  flare  of  the  gar- 
^  rifons  in  North- Britain^  and  an  account  of  what 

*  arms  and  ammunition,  have  been  brought  out  of 
^  North- Britain  into  South- Britain^  fince  Michaelmas 

*  1 710.     And  thirdly^    For  copies  of  the   feveral 

*  papers  and  reprefentations,  relating  to  the  garri- 

*  fons  oi  Jamaica^  and  the  Lee-ivard  iflands,  which 
^  had  been  fent  over  from  the  refpeclive  Governors 

*  of  thofe  places,  and  the  opinion  of  the  aflembly, 
'  with  refped  to  the  forces  there.' 

April  14,  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  by  her  Majefty's  command,  purfuant  to  their 
addrefles  :  '  An  account  of  what  inftances  have  been, 
'  ufed  with  the  Emperor,  for  revoking  the  pafiport 

*  granted  by  him,  for  the  Pretender''^  refiding  in  the 
^  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^  or  againft 


'  renewing 
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renewing  the  fame.     Secondly^    A  lift  of  perfons 
outlawed,  attainted,  or  that  have  borne  arms  in 

*  the  fcrvice  of  her  Majefty's  or  the  late  King's  ene- 
'  mies,  who  had  licences  to  return  into  Great- 
«  Britain^  or  other  her  Majefty's  dominions,  fmce 
'  the  year  1688.     Thirdly,  The  ftate  of  the  forti- 

*  fications  and  harbour  of  Dunkirk  -,    and  what  re- 

*  prefentations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time, 

*  by  the  engineers,  and  officers,   appointed  to  in- 

*  fpecft   the  demolition  thereof,   with  the  anfwers 

*  thereto,    and  orders  given  thereupon ;    with  lifts 

*  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  faid  demolition. 
'  Fourthly,  An  account  how  far  the  peace  is  com- 
'  pleat,  between  her  Majefty's  allies,  and  France 
'  and  Spain,  and  what  is  yet  wanting  to  make  the 
'  fame  univerfal ;  as  alfo,  what  obftrudions  her  Ma- 
'  jefty  has  met  with  in  her  endeavours,  to  make  the 
'  lame  univerfal  and  compleat.     Fifthly,  A  copy  of 

*  her  Majefty's  commilfion,  appointing  Commif- 
'  faries  to  treat  with  the  French,    dated   13th  of 

*  December  1713.  Sixthly,  And  copies  of  other 
'  commifTions  appointing  Commifiaries  in  matters 
'  of  trade,  fince  the  year  1 660.'  The  Saturday  be- 
fore {April  loth.)  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  prefented 
likev/ife  to  the  houfe,  '  A  copy  and  tranllation  of  a 
'  letter  from  the  Biftiop  of  London,  to  the  Baron  le 

*  Begue,  Refident  to  the  States-General  from  the 
'  Duke  of  Lorrain.'  All  which  papers  were  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe. 

The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  papers,  viz.  '  An 

*  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  fever al  treaties  o^  peace ^ 
'  between  her  Majefty  and  her  allies,  and  France 
'  and  Spain,  with  an  account  of  the  obftrudions 
'  her  Majefty  has  met  with  in  her  endeavours  to 

*  make  the  fame  univerfal  and  compleat ;    and  of 

*  what  was  done  relating  to  the  Catalans:  '  Which 
was  faid  to  be  written  by  the  Lord  Bolingbroke^  was 
as  follows. 

'  IN 
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the  /}ate  of 
the  feveral 
trearies  of 


IN  anfwer  to  the  addrefles  of  this  houfc,  that 
her  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  order  an  ac- 
count to  be  laid  before  this  houfe,  how  far  the 
peace  is  compleat,  between  her  Majefty 's  allies, 
and  France  and  Spain,  and  what  is  yet  wanting, 
to  make  the  fame  iiniverfal  •,  as  alfo  what  obflruc- 
tions  her  Majefty  has  met  with  in  her  endeavours, 
to  make  the  fame  univerfal  and  compleat ;  and 
likewife  that  her  Majefty  would  pleafe,  to  order 
an  account  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe,  of  what 
endeavours  have  been  ufed,  that  the  Catalans 
might  have  full  enjoyment  of  all  their  ancient 
liberties  and  privileges,  and  that  a  full  flate  of 
all  proceedings,  during  the  treaty  of  peace,  relat- 
ing thereunto,  be  likewife  laid  before  this  houfe  : 
Her  Majefty  has  thought  tit  to  order,  befides  the 
papers  herewith  delivered  in,  the  following  ftate 
of  the  treaties,  of  the  negociations  of  peace,  and 
of  the  endeavours  which  ftie  has  ufed,  that  the 
Catalans  might  have  the  full  enjoyment  of  all 
their  ancient  liberties  and  privileges,  to  be  pre- 
pared and  laid  before  this  houfe. 
*  On  the  nth  day  of  April,  N.  S.  17 13,  t\\t 
Minifters  of  Great-Britain,  of  Portugal,  of  the 
prefent  King  o^ Sicily,  and  of  the  States-General  of 
the  imited  pro\)inces,  figned  their  refpedlive  trea- 
ties with  the  Minifters  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty at  Utrecht. 

'  From  that  time  therefore  no  treaties  between 
France  and  any  of  the  allies,  remained  unfinifhed, 
except  thofe  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  the  body  of 
the  empire :  The  firft  of  which  was  executed  at 
Raftadt,  on  the  6th  of  the  laft  month,  N,  S, 
And  his  Imperial  Majefty  undertaking  therein, 
to  procure  the  confent  of  the  empire,  to  all  the 
articles  of  it,  the  peace  of  the  latter  may  in  effed 
be  reckoned,  to  have  been  likewife  made  at  the 
fiime  time,    although  a  congrefs  is  appointed  to 

'  meet 
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meet  at  Baden^  where  the  confent  of  the  Eledlors, 
Princes,  and  States  of  the  empire,  is  to  be  given 
in  form,  and  fcveral  particular  claims  to  be  dif- 
cufTed. 

'  Paflports  not  having  been  granted  to  the  Mi- 
tt ifters  of  Spain ^  till  more  than  fourteen  months 
after  the  conferences  at  Utrecht  were  opened,  the 
Duke  d'OJjuna  did  not  come  to  the  congrefs,  be- 
fore the  19th  of  ApriU  N.  S.  171 3,  nor  enter  on 
any  bufinefs  till  the  arrival  of  his  collegue,  the 
Marquis  de  Monteleon^  in  the  month  of  June. 

'  On  the  iQ^xXioi  July  following,  the  treaty  of 
peace  between  her  Majefty  and  the  Catholic  King 
was  figned  ;  but  the  treaty  of  commerce  could 
not  be  finiflied,  till  the  9th  of  December^  N.  S. 

'  The  peace  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  her 
Majefty  looks  upon  to  be  as  good  as  concluded, 
it  appearing  by  late  accou-Bts  from  Utrecht,  that 
the  proje6l  thereof  had  been  drawn  up  in  form, 
and  fent  to  the  two  courts  to  be  approved  ;  and 
that  the  differences  wliich  remain  were  too  incon- 
fiderable,  to  occafion  any  new  delay.  In  the 
mean  while,  her  Majefly  has  taken  the  moft  ef- 
fedtual  care  of  the  interefts  of  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal, having  given  to  that  Prince,  on  the  i8th 
oi  Augiifi  1 713,  of  her  own  motion,  and  with- 
out  any  requifition  on  his  part,  a  new  guaranty, 
whereby  the  Queen  obliged  herfelf  to  fecure  the 
reflitution,  even  by  force  of  arms,  if  that  fliould 
become  necelTiuy,  of  any  thing  which  might  be 
taken  from  Portugal,  before  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  *,  to  procure  to  that  crown  the  colony  of  the 
Sacrament,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  fuch  an  equiv^alent 
as  the  King  of  Portugal  himfelf  fhould  be  content- 
ed to  accept ;  to  obtain  fatisfadion  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  for  what  they  claim  to  be  due  to  them, 
on  account  of  their  AJfiento  or  contraft  with  the 

'  crown 
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crown  of  Spain  ;  and  to  fet  on  foot,  after  the 
peace,  an  amicable  negociation,  for  accommodat- 
ing the  differences  which  have  arifen,  concerning 
feveral  eftates  fituated  in  Portugal^  and  claimed 
by  fubjeds  o^  Portugal  refiding  in  Spai7t  j  and  con- 
cerning thofe  Spantflj  fhips  which  were,  about  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  feized  by  the  Portuguefe 
On  xhd^  principles  the  Earl  of  Strafford  made  a 
folemn  declaration  to  the  Minifters  of  Spain^  in 
February  lail,  when  he  exchanged  with  them 
the  inftruments  of  ratification  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween her  Majefly  and  the  Catholic  King,  that 
the  peace  which  the  Queen  then  ratified,  did  not 
difpenfe  with  the  obligations  which  fhe  lay  under 
to  the  King  of  Portugal^  as  well  by  her  guaranty 
lately  granted,  as  by  her  defenfive  alliance,  made 
in  1703,  and  that  her  Majefty  was  determined, 
to  affift  and  defend  this  Prince,  on  the  foot  of 
the  pretenfions,  fpecified  in  the  faid  guaranty, 
and  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  faid  defenfive 
alliance. 

'  The  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Kings  o^  Spain 
and  Sicily^  was  executed  on  the  fame  day,  on 
which  her  Majefly's  treaty  with  the  crown  of 
Spain  was  figned  ;    that  is  on  the  15th  of  July^ 

N.S.1713. 

'  All  the  articles  of  a  treaty  between  the  Catho- 
lic King,  and  the  States-General^  have  been  long 
ago  adjufled  ;  and  that  treaty  would  have  been 
executed  in  form,  had  not  the  Miniflers  of  the 
States-Gc7ieral^  made  and  infifled  on  a  declaration, 
which  thofe  of  Spain  apprehend  to  be  repugnant 
to  the  terms  already  fettled. 
*  It  has  not  hitherto  been  pofTible,  fo  much  as  to 
enter  on  a  treaty  between  their  Imperial  and 
Catholic  Majefries  •,  the  Emperor  having  thought 
fit  to  withdraw  the  laft  of  his  Miniflers  from 
Utrecht^  before  thofe  of  the  King  of  Spain  could 
appear  and  ad  in  that  congrefs. 

*  This 
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'  This  fhort  account  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
^  feveral   treaties  of  her  Majefty,  and   her  alHes, 

*  with  France  and  Spain^  fliews  how  little  is  want- 
'  ing,  in  comparifon  with  what  has  been  ah'eady 

*  done,  to  render  the  peace  at  laft  as  univerfal,  as  it 
'  would  have  been  long  ago,  had  not  continual  ob- 
'  Itrudlions  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  this  great 
'  work,  at  its  beginning,  and  in  every  ftep  of  its 

*  progrefs. 

*  France   having  complained  of  the  manner  of 

*  treating,  when  former  treaties  were  made,  to  fet 
'  a  negociation  for  a  general  peace  on    foot ;   and 

*  having  for  that  reafon  refufed  to  make  any  new 

*  overtures   to   the  States-General^  her  Majefty  re-    . 
«  ceived  in   the  month  of  y^/)n7,   171 1,  ^  fropofal 

'  from  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  which  fhe  imme- 
'  diately  communicated,  by  her  Ambalfador,  to 
«  the  Minifters  of  Holland  -,  afiiiring  them,  that  in 
'  making  peace,  as  in  making  war,  fhe  would  ad: 
'  in  perfec^t  concert  with  the  States  :  The  Dutch  "Mi- 

*  nifters,   in  return  to  this  mark  of  her  Majefty's 

*  confidence  in  them,   and  friendlliip  for  their  re- 

*  public,  having  expreffed  themfelves  to  be  weary 

*  of  the  war,  heartily  defirous  of  peace,  and  ready 
'  to  join  in  any  method  her  Majefty  fliould  think 
'  proper  to  obtain  it,  gave  their  opinion,   that  the 

*  overtures  made  by  France  was  too  general  •,  That  it 
'  was  necejfary  the  ^een  jhould  make  the  French  ex- 
'  plain  themfelves  more  particularly ;  and  that  till 
'  they   had  done  fo,    it  was  not  proper  to  take  any 

*  concert  with  the  reft  of  the  allies. 

'  As  foon  as  her  Majefty  received  this  anfwer 

*  from  the  Hague ^  floe  infifled  that  the  French  Jhould 
'  l^e  more  di'^e^l  and  pariicidar  in  their  overtures ; 
'  and  that  they  fhould  form   a  diftindl  proje61:  of 

*  fuch  a  peace  as  they  were  willing  to  conclude  : 
'  No  time  was  loft  in  carrying  this  negociation  for- 
'  ward,  and  the  utmoft  care  was  taken,  according 
'  to  the  defire  of  the  Minifters  in  Holland^  whom 

'  her 
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«  her  Majefty  had  confulted,  to  preferve  the  fecret  : 

*  Bat  the  dilatory  method  of  treating,  which  in 
'  thofe  circumftances  was  unavoidable,  and  other 
'  accidents,  to  v/hich  tranfadions  of  this  kind  muft 

*  be  always  expofed,  were  the  occafions  that  no- 

*  thing  more  fatisfadory  than  the  5rft  proportions, 
<  which  France  made,  could  be  obtained  till  the  end 

*  of  September  17x1. 

'  On  the  firil  oW^ober^  the  Queen's  inflrudions 

*  were  given   to   the   Earl  of  SiraJJord,  to  repair 

*  with  all  pofTible  diligence  to  Holland^  to  acquaint 
'  the  Minifters  of  the  States,  with  all  that  had  been 

*  done,  in  confequence  of  what  they  had  in  the 
'  month  of  May  defired  ;  and  to  communicate  to 
'  them  the  proportions,  figned  by  Monfieur 
'  Mefnager  four  days  before,  to  wit,  the  twenty  fe- 

*  venth  of  September  ;  ivhich  her  Majefty  looked  upon 
'  to  include^  in  their  general  expreffions^  all  the  parti - 

*  cular  demands  proper  to  be  made^  in  the  courfe  of 

*  the  negociaiion^    and  to  he  a  fujficient  foundation 

*  whereupon  to  open  the  conferences.  The  Earl  of 
'  Strafford  was  at  the  fame  time  inftrudled  to  affure 
'  the  Minifters  of  Holland.,  that  her  Majefty  was 
'  determined  to  accept  of  no  advantages  to  her  felf, 

*  repugnant  to  their  interefts  •,  nor  of  any  peace, 
'  unlefs  they  had  all  reafonable  fadsfacfion,  as  to 
'  their  barrier,  as  to  their  trade,  and  in  every  other 

*  refped  :  He  was  likewife  to  exhort  them  to  join 
'  with  her  Majefty,  in  promoting  the  ftridleft 
'  union  among  all  the  confederates,  as  the  only 
'  means   to  carry  the  negociation  lliccefsfully  for- 

*  ward  •,  and  communications  and  aflfurances  of  the 
'  fame  nature,  were  at  the  fame  time  given  to  the 
'  other  allies. 

'  Before  thefe  orders  could  be  executed,  and  even 

*  before  the  laft  overtures  had  been  miade  on  the 
'  part  of  France^  or  it  could  poffibly  be  knov/n 
'  what  had  been  tranfaded,   the  whole  confederacy 

*  was  induftrioufly   alarmed  j  and  jealoufies   were 

'  every 
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every  where  fown  ;  and  even  in  Britain^  the  mofh 
licentious  clamours  were  raifed  againfl  her  Ma- 
jefty's  proceedings. 

'  This  behaviour  mud  appear  very  extraordinary, 
when,  befides  what  is  above-mentioned,  it  fhall 
be  confidered,  that  the  receiving  a  Minifter  from 
France  by  her  Majefty,  which  was  urged  as  the 
reafon  of  the  apprehenfions  of  the  allies,  and 
which  was  the  only  one  they  pretended  to  give, 
was  no  more  than  what  the  Butch^  and  (there  was 
ground  to  believe)  others  of  the  confederates,  had 
feveral  times  done  ;  and  that  the  perfon  fcnt  hi- 
ther, was  the  fame  Monfieur  Mefncger^  who  a 
year  or  two  before,  had  lain  concealed  in 
Holland  for  many  v/eeks,  and  had  treated  dur- 
ing that  time,  v/ith  the  chief  Minifters  of  that 
republic. 

'  The  fatal  confequences,  which  the  leafl  ap- 
pearance of  difunion  amongfl  the  allies,  would  ne- 
celTarily  produce,  began  then  to  be  felt ;  and  her 
Majefly  found  herfelf  obliged  to  let  the  Impe- 
rialifts^  and  the  Dutch  know,  that  the  French 
might  have  been  brought  to  explain  themfelves 
further  than  they  did,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
traordinary uneafinefs,  impatience,  and  jealoufy, 
which  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  taking  any 
meafurcs  towards  peace,  difcovered  themfelves 
among  the  allies. 

'  From  thence  are  all  the  obf!:ru6lions  to  the 
peace  to  be  dated,  and  to  thofe  obflru6lions 
alone,  fuch  points  as  feem  to  fall  fliort  of  the  ex- 
pedlations  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned,  are  to 
be  attributed,  ^e  ^een  forefau\  that  710 thing 
would  be  left  undone^  to  force  the  negociation  out  of 
her  hands  \  as  well  by  thofe  who  were  againft 
any  peace  at  all,  as  by  thofe  who  feared  that  her 
Majefty  being  at  the  head  of  the  negociation, 
more  advantages  might  accrue  to  Great- Br  it  ain^ 

'  than 
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«  than  they  were  willing  to  allow  :  And  therefore 

*  the  confederacy,  which  formed  itfelf  in  oppoCition 
'  to  what  the  ^een  had  undertaken^  inflead  of  alter- 

*  ing  her  condu6l,  became  the  ftrongeft  reafon  ima- 

*  ginable    to   continue   it.      Things  were  already 

*  brought  to  that  extremity,  that  there  was  no  mid- 

*  dle^  between  a  fteady  purfuit  of  the  true  interejl  of 

*  Great-Britain,  in  the  firfi  place ^  and  abandoning  our 
«  fehes  to  he  difpofed  of  in  war^  or  in  peace ^  as  fhould 

*  fuit  the  conveniency^   or  gratify  the  paffwns   of  the 

*  confederates, 

'  Soon  after  the  Earl  of  Strafford"'^  departure  to 
'  Holland^  Monfieur  Buys  arrived  here,  with  the 
'  character  of  Envoy  from  the  States-General, 
'  When  a  Minifter  of  this  confequence  was  fent, 

*  hopes  were  immediately  conceived,   that  all  jea- 

*  loufies  m.ight  be  cured,  and  a  perfe6lly  harmony 
'  be  created,  between  the  Queen  and  the  States : 

*  After  which,  an  union  with  the  other  allies  would 
'  neceflarily  follow  -,  and  the  whole  confederacy  en- 
'  tering  as  one  man  into  the  congrefs,  the  fincerity 
'  of  the  French  Vv^ould  have  been  foon  tried,  and 
'  the  pofTibility  orimpollibility  of  obtaining  a  good 
'  peace  foon  decided. 

'  In    order  to  this  end,   her   Majefty's  fervants 

'  were  inflrufted  and  empowered,  to  fettle  with  this 

'  Minifter  fuch  difputes,  as  related  to  the  reciprocal 

'  interefts  of  the  two  nations,  and   to  prevent,  by 

/  this  previous  concert,  any  difference  which  might 

^  arife,  in  the  courfe   of  the   treaty  between   the 

'  Queen  and  the  States.     They  were  further  dired- 

'  ed  to  adjuft^  in  confidence  with  him,,  fuch  a  plan  for 

*  the  general  peace,,  as  it  might  he  proper  finally  to 

*  i7tjifl  upon  :  And  in  this  cafe,  her  Majefty  would 

*  have  been  ready,  jointly  with  the  States,  to  have 
'  broken  the  conferences,  if  thefe  terms  had  not 
'  been  granted  without  exception,  and  without 
'  delay.     But,  fuch  was  the  public  misfortune  at  that 

<  time^ 
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*  time^  that  this  Minifter  was  only  empowered  to 

*  hear,  and  not  to  fpeak,  and  could  not  take  upon 

*  him  fo  much,  as  to  conclude,    or  even  flgn,  fub 

*  fpe  rati^    a  new  offenfive  and  defenftve  alliance  be-^ 

*  twixt  the  Queen  and  the  States^    which  in   thefe 

*  circum (lances  of  affairs,  he  judged,  and  her  Ma- 

*  jeft y's  fervants  concurred  with  him,  to  be  extream- 

*  ly  neceflary. 

*  By  the  conferences  which  were  held  with  Mon- 

*  fieur  Buys  here,  by  the  accounts  which  came  from 

*  abroad,    and  by  the  reprefentations,   which  fome 

*  of  x\\t  allies  made  about  the  fame  time,   to  her 
'  Majefty,  it  appeared  undeniably  evident,  not  on- 

*  ly  that  the  war  was  become,   on  the  prefent  foot, 

*  abfolutely  impradicable  ;    but  alfo  that  no  alte- 

*  ration  could  be  attempted,  either  in  the  method  of 

*  carrying  it  on,    or  in  the  views,  towards  which 
'  it  was  diredled,    without  diffolving  at  once  the 

*  confederacy;    and  that  the  difpute  was  in  fad, 
'  not  whether  a  peace,    by  which  Spain  and  the 

*  Indies  would  be  left  to  Philips    Ihould  be  made, 
'  but  who  fhould  have  the  making  of  it. 

'  The  real  annual  expence  of  this  kingdom,  a« 
'  mounted  to  more  than  feven  millions ;  whereas  it 
'  is  certain,  that  we  were  not  in  a  condition  effedlu- 
'  ally  to  raife  near  fix  millions  in  the  courfe  of  a 
'  year ;  from  hence  it  follows,  that  if  this  propor- 
'  tion  had  been  continued,  about  nine  millions 
'  would  have  been  the  true  charge  of  a  fecond  year, 
'  and  about  eleven  millions  that  of  a  third. 

'  This  was  the  ftate  of  our  affairs,  whilfl:  the 
^  houfe  of  Auftria  contributed  nothing  but  one  re- 
'  giment,  to  the  war  of  Spain^  little  to  that  of 
'  Italy  ;  had  but  few  forces,  and  thofe  entirely  un- 
'  adtive,  on  the  Rhine  \  and  fent  none  into  the  Ne^ 
'  therlands^  except  fuch  as  thofe  harraflfed  provinces, 
'  were  obliged  to  maintain^  and  were  thereby  ren- 
'  dered  unable  to  furnifli  troops,  or  make  the  ne« 
■  celTary  provifions  for  the  operations  of  the  army  ^ 

Vol.  VI.  N  '  both 
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'  both  which  they  might  other  wife  have  done,  and 
'  both  which  they  did  in  an  eminent  degree,  whilft 

*  they  were  under  the  government  of  the  prefent 

*  King  of  Spain. 

'  The  States-General  bore  a  confiderable  burthen  ; 

*  but  as  they  had  from  the  year   1708,    fent  no 

*  fupphes  of  any  kind,  either  to  Portugal  or  to  Ca- 

*  talonia^  and  had  drawn  themfelves  almoft  entire- 
'  ly  out  of  the  Spanijh  war  -,   as  they  furniflied  in  no 

*  proportion   their   quota  for  the  fea  fervice ;   as 

*  they  had  reduced  their  joint  contributions  with 

*  the  Queen  in  all  payments,    to  one  third  of  the 

*  whole  •,  and  as  they  were  very  backward  in  an- 
'  fwering  even  this  fhare  of  expence  ;    fo  the  load 

*  of  Great-Britain  came,  upon  their  account,  as 
'  well  as  upon  the  Emperor's,  to  be  vaftly  increaf- 

*  ed :    As  to  the  reft  of  the  allies,    all  the  troops 

*  which  they  furnifhed,    were   maintained  by  the 

*  Queen,  and  the  States^  except  a  few,   and  thofe 

*  almoft  wholly  employed  in  covering  their  own 

*  frontiers. 

'  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  her  Majefty  declar- 

*  ed  to  the  Imperialijls^  and  to  the  Dutch^  that  if 
'  they  would  not  allow  France  to  have  given  fuf- 

*  ficient  grounds  for  opening  the  conferences  *,    if 

*  they  were  defirous  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  de- 
'  x.Q.xri\\w^<^x.o  2iZQV^\.o{  no  terms  of  peace.,  inferior  to- 
'  thofe  which  had  been  formerly  demanded  and  refufed ;, 
'  fhe  was  on  her  part  ready  to  concur  with  them  :. 

*  But  that,  in  juftice  to  herfelf,  and  to  them,  fhe. 

*  thought  herfelf  bound  to  let  them  know,    that 

*  fhe  could  no  longer  bear  fo  difproportionate  a 
'  burthen  -,  that  it  was  evident,  that  the  common 
'  effort  muft  be  ftill  greater  than  it  was,    or  that 

*  there  would  remain  no  profped  of  arriving  at  the 

*  ends  which  they  propofed  -,    and  that  for  thefe 

*  reafons,  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  them,  if  the 

*  war  continued,  to  increafe  their  expences,  whilft 

*  the  Queen  reduced  her's* 

^  ^  The 
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'  The  Minlfters  of  the  States-General  were  very 
candid  and  open  upon  this  head  :  Monfieur  Buys 
afferted,  that  his  matters  had  done  their  utmoft 
already,  and  could  be  obliged  to  no  more  ',  many 
of  the  others  had  on  feveral  occafions,  declared 
their  country  unable  to  fupport  the  charge  they 
were  at,  another  fummer,  and  the  Penfionary  him- 
felf,  in  a  deputation  of  the  States^  appointed  to 
attend  the  Earl  o^  Strafford^  in  05ioher  171 1,  de- 
clared, that  it  was  impofTible  to  think  of  conti- 
nuing the  war  another  year  j  that  what  from  the 
Emperor,  and  what  from  the  Princes  of  the 
Norths  we  fhould  be  in  the  utmoft  danger, 
fhould  we  attempt  to  do  it ;  and  finally,  that  they 
were  traitors  to  their  country^  who  were  againft  the 
peace, 

*  Many  inftances  might  be  produced,  to  fhew 
that  there  was  at  leaft  as  little  reafon  to  expe6t 
from  the  houfe  of  Auftria^  as  from  the  States- 
General^  a  greater  effort  than  they  had  hitherto 
made.  The  psace  of  Hungary  was  concluded 
about  the  month  of  May  lyi  i,  and  that  conftanc 
excufe,  which  the  Minifters  of  Vienna  ufed  to 
make  for  all  their  deficiencies,  did  by  confequence 
no  longer  fubfift  :  Yet  her  Majefty  found  it  im- 
poflible,  at  the  latter  end  of  that  year,  to  obtain 
a  reinforcement  of  no  more  than  eight  thoufand 
men  from  thence,  although  her  Miniller  was  em- 
powered to  have  offered  forty  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  march  of  them  ;  and  although  the  prefenc 
King  of  Sicily^  then  Duke  of  Savoy ^  undertook, 
if  he  might  be  affured  of  this  reinforcement,  any 
time  before  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  to  eftablilli 
his  winter  quarters  on  that  fide  of  France^  which 
would  have  been,  in  that  point  of  time,  the  more 
decifive  -,  becaufe  a  projed:  was  then  formed,  and 
would  have  been  executed,  could  the  States  have 
been  in  time  induced,  to  have  taken  even  lefs 
than  their  own  fhare  upon  them  (her  Majefty 
N  2  \  fup- 
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'  fupplying  their  deficiency,    as  well  as  her  own 

*  proportion)  to  have  kept  a  great  body  of  horfe 
'  all  the  winter,    on  the  frontiers  of  the  low  coun- 

*  tries  ;  by  which  means,  Picard}\    and  the  ifle  of 

*  France^  would  have  been  ravaged,   no  magazines 

*  could  have  been  eredled,  and  the  French  muft  have 
'  gone  in  the  fpring  a  great  way  back  into  their 
'  country,  to  afTemble  their  army. 

'  The  Imperial  Minifters  confelTcd  very  freely, 
'  that  their  mafter  expeded  the  Queen  fhould  fur- 

*  nifh  all  the  money,   and  that  the  utmoft  he  could 

*  do,  was  to  fend  troops  at  her  expence ;    in  the 

*  fame  breath  avoiving  the  Emperor^s  i7itention  to 
'  break  the  negociation  of  peace,    and  to  continue 

*  the  war  till  Spain  was  conquered  •,  the  entire  mo- 
'  narchy  whereof  he  expeded :    But  if  there  had 

*  remained  any  doubt  of  the  little  afTiftance  which 

*  was  to  be  hoped  for  from  the  houfe  of  Auftria^ 

*  who  aimed  at  fuch  great  acquifitions  •,  this  matter 

*  would  have  been  put  entirely  out  of  difpute,    by 

*  the  propofals  which  Prince  Eugene  himfelf  made 
'  in  Holland  firil,  and  afterwards  to  the  Queen. 

*  Thefe  propofals,    it  muft  be   thought,    were 
^  carried  at  leaft  as  high  as  his  Imperial  Majefty 

*  judged  himfelf  able  to  make  good-,  fince  it  is  no- 

*  torious  that  he  would  have  ftuck  at  nothing, 
'  which  might  have  broke  the  meafures  of  peace, 

*  and  have  encouraged  t}iXt  refolution  of  profecuting 
'  the  war ;    and  yet,  even  by  thefe  propofals,    his 

*  Imperial  Majefty  did  not  pretend  to  a<5l  in  the 
'  field,  with  two  thoufand  men  more,    than  in  the 

*  year  1702,    it  was  underftood  that  the  Emperor 

*  Zf (7^^/^  undertook  to  furnifh ;  although  the  expence 
'  of  a  great  part  of  thefe  troops  was  not  to  fall  up- 

*  on  him ;  and  although  he  offered  to  contribute 
'  but  a  fourth  of  the  charge  of  the  army  in  Spain  -y 

*  fo  that  the  remaining  three  fourths,  as  v/ell  as  the 
^  whole  tranfportation  and  extraordinary  of  the  war, 

*  would 
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*  would  fllll  have  been  placed  to  the  Queen's  ac- 

*  count. 

'  From  what  has  been  faid,  it  is  manifeft,  that 
<  the  method,  in  which  the  war  was  propofed  to 

*  be  carried  on,  could  no  longer  be  fupported  -,  and 
'  that  there  was  not  any  glympfe  of  hope  left,  that 
'  the  allies  could  be  brought  to  make  any  confi- 
'  derable  augmentation  of  torce  ;  to  have  profecuted 
'  the  war,  therefore,  in   this  manner,  muft  have 

*  been  the  ruin  of  Britain  •,  to  have  infilled  upon 

*  an  impoflibility,  as  a  condition,  without  which  the 

*  Queen  would  not  proceed,  muft  have  difunited  the 

*  alliance,  and  fufpended  the  operations  of  the  ar- 

*  mies  in  all  parts  -,  in  both  thefe  cafes  the  confe- 
'  quences  are  too  evident  to  be  enlarged  upon. 

'  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  171 1,  died  the 
'  late  Emperor  Jofe-ph  \  and  the  eyes  not  only  of 

*  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  but  of  all  the  confede- 

*  rates,  and  of  her  Majefty,  in  thefirft  place,  were 

*  immediately  fixed  on  his  brother.  This  event 
'  occafioned  a  great  alteration  in  the  councils  of 
'  Europe^  and  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  fentiments  of 
*•  many  Princes. 

*  There  was  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Minifters 
'  of  Vienna  themfelves  began  to  cool  in  the  projed 
'  of  recovering  Spain  and  the  Indies  :  They  feemed 
'  to  intend  nothing  more  than  to  get  the  prefent 
'  Emperor  into  Germany,  and  to  fecure  the  pof- 
'  felTion  of  Laly  to  themfelves  •,  and  the  former,  as 
'  well  as  the  late  inftances  they  had  made,  for  at- 
'  tempting  the  reduction  of  Sicily^  though  at  the 
'  expence  of  diverting  part  of  that  force,  which  was 
'  applied  to  the  war  of  Spain,  pointed  the  fame 
'  way. 

'  in  Holland,  a  partition  of  the  .Jp^;^//^  monarchy 
^  feemed  almoft  the  general  fcheme  j  and  the  con- 
'  dudl  of  that  republic,  as  well  the  confeilion  of 

*  its  Minifters,  ihewed,  that  the  project  of  driving 

N  3  '  Philip 
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^  Philip  out  of  Spin}i^  was  looked  upon  there  to  be 

*  pure  chimera. 

'  Soon  after  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph^ 
'  her  Majefty  had  been   acquainted,  that  forne  of 

*  the  Princes  cf  the  empire  thought  it  a  point,  v/hich, 

*  deferved   the   mod   ferious   refleclion.    Whether 

*  they  fhould  fufFer  the  Imperial  and  Spanijh  crowns 
^  to  be  united  on  the  fame  head  ;  and  whether  it 
'  might  not  be  proper,  in  the  capitulation  of  the 
^  empire,    to  infift   on  the   feparating   of  them  : 

*  Other  members  of  the  grand  alliance,  and  thofe 

*  the  only  two  with  whom  her  Majefty  had  entered 

*  into  any  formal  engagement,  for  recovering  the 
'  entire  Spanijh  monarchy,  reprefented  on  the  fame 

*  occafion,  againft  placing  this  crown  on  the  Em- 
^  peror's  head :  It  was  urged  by  one  of  the  moft 
'  confiderable  Princes  in  the  alliance,  that  the  prin- 

*  ciple  upon  which  he  engaged  in  the  war  was  now 

*  altered  •,  and  that  inftead  of  fighting,  to  procure 

*  the  Spanijh  monarchy  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  % 

*  his  intereft,  and  even  his  fafety,  required  that  he 
^  fhould  fight  to  prevent  it. 

'  The  cafe   therefore  ftood  thus :  The    prefent 
^  Emperor,  even  after  his  brother's  death,  and  his 

*  own  eleclion,  would  content  himfelf  with  nothing 
^  lefs  than  the  whole  Spanifb  monarchy,  and  infift- 

*  ed,  that  the  war  fhould  be  profecuted  in  this  view. 

*  Of  the  other  allies,  fome  looked  on  this  profped 

*  as  chimerical,  others  as  dangerous  •,  from  whence 
'  it  follows,  that  to  keep  the  grand  alliance  united 
^  in  this  principle,  was  impradticable  \  and  It  muft 

*  be  allowed,  that  to  have  altered  this  principle, 
^  to  have   changed  fo  many  treaties,  to  have  re- 

*  conciled  fo  many  different  interefts,  and  to  have 

*  formed  a  fyftem  entirely  new,    in  the  midft  of 

*  the  war,  was  ^n  experiment  too  hazardous  to  be 
^  attempted. 

*  In 
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'  In  this  fitiiation  of  affairs,  no  time  was  to  be 
loft :  The  Queen  knew  very  well,  that  attempts 
to  open  a  treaty  with  France^  feparately  from  her, 
were  made  by  thofe  who  clamoured  the  loudeft 
againft  her  meafures  •,  and  the  prefent  Emperor 
had  thought  fit,  on  board  one  of  her  Majefty's 
fhips,  and  by  her  own  Minifter,  to  fend  her  a 
meffage  of  the  fame  nature.  She  therefore  infift- 
ed  with  the  Imperialifts^  and  with  the  Dutch^  that 
fhe  would  be  at  fome  certainty,  and  that  they 
fliould  comply  with  her  in  the  meafures,  either 
of  war  or  peace. 

'  How  the  war  became  impraclicable,  has  al- 
ready appeared  •,  what  obftrudions  there  were,  to 
the  carrying  on  a  treaty  of  peace,  comes  next  to 
be  related. 

'  ne  principal^  and  indeed  the  only  avowed  difpute 
between  her  Majefty  and  the  States  at  this  time^ 
concerned  the  method  of  carrying  a  negociaiion  for- 
ward. The  States  pretended,  that  a  fair  opportu- 
nity would  be  given  to  the  Minifters  of  France,,  to 
divide  the  confederates,  if  they  were  fuffered  to 
meet  together  in  a  general  congrefs,  before  the  ef- 
fential  articles  of  peace  were  fettled  by  fpecific 
preliminaries-,  the  ufe  which  had  been  made  of 
this  method,  on  a  former  occafion,  to  evade  the 
concluding  of  any  peace,  when,  according  to  the 
confeflion  of  the  Dutch  Minifters  themfelves,  the 
differences  on  which  the  allies  and  France  broke  off,, 
did  not  deferve  the  life  of  a  fingle  foldier^  gave  no 
great  encouragement  to  purfue  the  fame  again  ; 
befides  which,  as  the  ^een  would  not  take  upon 
her  to  fettle  the  inter efis  of  others,,  lb  neither  would 
llie  fuffer  others  to  determine  thofe  of  her  own 
kingdoms  •,  and  if  all  the  confederates  were  to 
afTemble,  in  order  to  adjuft  a  preliminary  treaty, 
the  objedion  made  by  the  States  returned  upon 
them, 

N  4  \ln 
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*  /;/  December  171 1,  the  States  concurred  with 

*  her  Mqjefty  infixing  the  place  of  a  treaty^  appoint- 
'  i7ig  the  day  on  which  the  congrefs  Jhould  open^  invit- 

*  ing  the  allies  to  fend  their  Minifiers '  t  hit  her  ^  and 

*  giving  the  necejfary  pajfports  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
'  ^/France.  And  if  nothing  had  happened  to  re- 
^  vive  the  fpirits  of  thofc,  who  were  bent  againft 
'  the  peace,  it  is  highly  probable  by  the  little  time 
'  which   it  coil  to  conclude  mod  of  the   treaties, 

*  after  the  conferences,  that  had  been  interrupted, 

*  were  refumed  at  Utrecht^  and  the  alHes  proceeded 

*  in  earneft  to  negociate,  that  the  treaties  of  all  the 

*  confederates,  with  France^  might  have  been  fi- 
«  nifhed  before  the  feafon  of  opening  the  campaign 

*  in  171 2.  But  before  Monfieur  Buys  returned  in- 
<  to  Holland^  or  the  conferences  could  begin,  the 

*  efforts  w^ere  renewed  with  the  greatefl  vigour,  to 

*  break  off  the  negociation  ;  the  ay  againfi  a  peace ^ 

*  hy  -which  Spain  and  the  Xvid^its  fjjould  be  left  to  any 

*  branch  of  the  houfe  ^/Bourbon,  became  lender  than 

*  ever  -,  and  letters  and  memorials  were  not  only 

*  delivered,  but  printed  •,  and  appeals  made  againft 

*  her  Majefty's  proceedings  to  all  Europe,  and  even 

*  to  her  own  fubjedls. 

'  On  thefe  encouragements,  the  good  difpofitions 
'  towards  peace,  received  a  check,  and  fome  of 
'  thcfe  who  had  owned  themfelves  againd  the  pro- 

*  fecution  of  the  war,  to  recover  the  whole  SpanifJo 

*  monarchy  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  joined  now,  un- 

*  der  this  very  pretence,  to  break  the  meafures  of 

*  peace,  ne  treatment  which  her  Majefiy  had  met 
^  with  at  this  time,  will  appear  in  the  clear  eft  light 

*  from  this  circfmfiance :  The  Minifter  of  the  States- 
'  General  propofed  to  her  Majefty's  fervants,  that 

*  confidering  the  difficulties  which  the  Queen  lay 
'  under,  how  impoffible  it  was  to  recover  by  war, 
'  or  by  treaty,    the  Spanifh  monarchy  from   King 

*  Philip,  and  how  impolTible  he  likewnfe  apprehend- 

*  ed  it  to  be,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  affairs, 

■^  '  for 
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for  her  Majefty  to  carry  on  any  negociation,  by 
which  this  monarchy  fhould  be  left  to  PM/>,  he  ' 
was  ready  to  extricate  her  Majefty  from  this  di- 
lemma^ and  to  fcreen  her  Miniftcrs  in  carrying  on 
the  work  ivhich  they  had  begun ^  in  the  name  of  his 
mafters,  to  prefent  a  memorial,  by  which  the 
point  of  obtaining  Spain  and  the  Indies,  fhould  be 
given  up  ;  provided  he  might  be  aflured,  that  the 
Butch  fhould  have  an  equal  fhare  with  her  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjeds  in  the  Afliento,  which  contrad,  he 
fuppofed,  it  was  ftipulated,  fhould  be  made  with 
Great-Britain. 

'  From  the  caufes,  and  by  the  fteps,  Vv^hich  have 
been  here  mentioned,  was  the  difunion  among  the 
allies,  arrived  to  the  higheft  pitch,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  conferences  in  the  month  of  January^ 
171 1-2,  when  the  ftrid:eft  union  among  them 
was  more'than  ever  neceffary,  and  when  the  whole 
fruit  of  thofefucceiTes,  wherewith  God  had  blefTed 
their  caufe,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  depended 
on  it.  They  fent  their  feveral  Plenipotentiaries 
to  Utrecht,  but  it  was  very  apparent,  that  mofl: 
of  them  acted  on  that  maxim,  which  one  of  them 
profefTed,  that  giving  into  the  meafures  of  peace, 
was  the  furefl  way  to  continue  the  wan  They 
flattered  themfelves,  that  the  Imperial  Mi- 
nifters  in  conjund:ion  with  thofe  of  Britaixy 
having  two  years  before  baffled  the  defigns 
of  Holland  to  make  peace,  it  would  be,  at  leaft, 
as  eafy  for  the  Minifters  of  the  Emperor  in  con- 
jun6i:ion  with  thofe  of  the  States-General,  to  ren- 
der fruitlefs,  at  this  time,  all  her  Majefly's  en- 
deavours to  the  fame  end.  After  this  it  will  not 
appear  furprizing,  if  the  utmoft  dexterity  was 
exerted,  to  delay  the  entering  on  bufinefs  at 
Utrecht,  and  to  wait  for  the  events  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

'  Onthe29thof7^;z/^^ry  i7ii-2,thefirftgenerai 
conference  was  held  between  the  Miniflers  of  the 

^  allies 
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allies  and  thofe  of  France,  and  by  the  beginning 
oi'  ylpril,  a  difpiite  was  let  on  foot  concerning  the 
method  of  proceeding,  which  made  all  treaty  ini- 
pradiicable,  and  which  was  kept  up,  till  a  quarrel 
happening  betv/een  one  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France^  and  one  of  thofe  of  the  Slates,  a  new  ob- 
ftrudlion -was  created  to  take  place,  and  to  anfwer 
the  ends  of  the  firft. 

''  The  French  had  made  their  overtures  in  writ- 
ing y  the  allies  had  likewife  given  in  their  de- 
mands in  writing  •,  and  the  queftion  arofe,  whe- 
ther the  French  were  obliged  to  give  a  fpecific 
anfwer  in  writing  •,  or  whether  they  fhould  now 
proceed  in  the  negociation,  by  debating  with  the 
feveral  allies,  agreeably  to  the  method  ufed  in 
former  congrefles  ?  By  the  minutes  of  the  Pro- 
tocol^ to  which  the  French  Minifters  appealed,  it 
appeared  that  they  were  under  no  fuch  obligation, 
but  between  the  2d  of  Aprils  and  the  5th,  Count 
Sinzendorff  had  been  at  the  Hague,  where  the 
refolution  was  taken,  to  carry  things  to  extremity, 
that  is,  not  to  treat  with  the  Minifters  of  the  moft 
Chriftian  King,  unlefs  they  gave  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  and  orders  were  accordingly  fent  by  the 
States  to  their  Plenipotentiaries.  The  defign  was 
laid  upon  this,  to  have  broke  off  all  further 
treaty  -,  but  this  defign  was  difappointed  by  the 
declaration,  which  the  French  Minifters  made  on 
the  6th,  that  their  inftrudions  allowed  them  to 
go  no  farther  than  they  had  offered,  but  that 
they  would  write  to  the  King  their  mafter  to 
know  his  pleafure ;  after  which,  during  three 
months  time,  there  was  not  fo  much  as  any  fteps 
made  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  for  an  anfwer 
from  the  French,  though  at  the  fame  time  the 
Imperialijls  were  pufhing  to  get  the  congrefs 
broke,  or  at  leaft  her  Majefty's  Minifters  ex- 
cluded. 

'  In 
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'  In  Augtift^   the  fecond  obftrudion  took  place ; 

*  and  that,  trifling  as  the  occafion  of  it  may  fcem, 

*  was  fo  managed,  that  till  the   13th  of  January^ 

*  N.  S.  1712-3,  the  difficulty  could  not  be  over- 
'  come. 

'  Ten  months  having  been  loft  at  Utrecht^  and 
'  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign,  not  having  anfwered 
'  the  defign  of  thole  who  projecfled  the  breaking 
«  off  the  treaty,  by  the   operations  of  the  army, 

*  the  Minifters  of  the  allies  made  no  further  diffi- 

*  culty,  to  proceed  in  the  very  method,  which  her 
'  Majefty's  Plenipotentiaries  had  from  the  firft  ad- 

*  vifed.     This  method  fucceeded  lb  well,    that  in 

*  two  months  after  the  negociation  was  refumed,  all 

*  the  parties  in    the  war  made  their  peace  with 

*  France^  except  the  Emperor  and  empire,  and  the 
^  Minifters  of  thofe  powers  had  likewife  brought 
'  their  difputes  to  fo  narrow  a  compafs,   that  on 

*  the  15th  of  May  lyi^,  the  only  difference  be- 
'  tween  them,   was  concerning  the   marquifate  of 

*  Burgaw^  eftimated  at  xhe  yearly  value  of  about 

*  12000  crowns. 

'  In  the  ftate  of  things,  Monfieur  Kirchner^  the 

'  laft  of  the  Imperial  Minifters  who  continued  at 

*  Utrecht^  left  that  place,  and  the  Emperor's  refo- 

*  lution  was  declared  of  fupporting  that  war  fingly, 
^  which,  affifted  by  the  Queen  and  the  States^  he 
'  had  not  been  able  to  carry  on  with  any  tolerable 

*  vigour. 

'  It  was  from  this  time  eafy  to  forefee,  that  the 
^  Emperor  intended  to  treat  no  more  at  Utrecht^ 

*  and  that  a  feparate  negociation  between  the  courts 
'  of  Vienna  and  France^  whenever  it  Ihould  happen, 

*  would  not  prove  very  advantageous  to  the  em- 
'  pire,  or  favourable  to  the  protejiant  intereft  in 
'  Germany^  of  which  her  Majefty  had  taken  early, 

*  and  fhe  hoped  effedual,  care,  by  obliging  Fr^;7r^ 
'  to  confent,  that  all  things  concerning  the  ftate  of 
^  religion  in  the  empire,  ftiould  be  fettled,  con- 

<  formably 
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«  formable  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties  of  Wejlphalia  •, 
'  in  fuch  manner   as  to  make   it  plainly  appear, 

*  that  the  moft  Chriftian  King  neither  would  make, 
'  nor  would  have  had  made  any  alteration  in  the 

*  faid  treaties.  Thus  one  of  the  contrading  par- 
'  ties,  had  already,  in  efFed,  yielded  to  the  aboli- 
'  tion  of  that  daufe,  in  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty 

*  of  Ryfwick,  fo  fatal  to  the  protefiant  religion. 
«  And  if  his  Imperial  Majefty  had  conduded  his 
'  treaty  at  Utrecht^  it  is  hardly  to  be  believed,   that 

*  in  the  midil  of  fo  many  allies,   whofe  blood  had 

*  been  fhed,  and  whofe  treafure  had  been  exhaufled 

*  in  his  caufe,  he  would  have  refufed  to  their  joint 

*  interceflion,  what  France  had  complied  w^ith,  on 

*  the  fmgle  inftances  of  the  Queen. 

*-  It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  if  the  allies, 
.*  when  the  congrefs  at  Utrecht  was  opened  in  the 

*  beginning  of  the  year,  had  in  good  earneft  gone 
'  about  their  feveral  treaties,  the  peace  might  in  all 

*  probability,  have  been  made  before  the  armies 
'  could  have  taken  the  field.  It  may  be  necelTary 
'  here  to  obferve  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  another 
"•  period  of  time,  and  another  opportunity  loR  of 
"  treating  with  the  greatefl  advantage  on  our  fide, 
••  and  with  the  greatefl  probability  of  fuccefs. 

'  On  the  6th  of  June  1 7 1 2,    her  Majefty  com- 
'  municated  to   both  houfes  of  Parliament,  upon 

*  what  terms  a  general   peace   might    be   made  : 

*  Thofe  who  were  againft  any  treaty,  and  who  en- 

*  tertaincd  hopes,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  nation, 
'  would  not  go  long  with  her  Majefty,  and  that 
'  obftrudions  would  arife,  even  in  Britain^  to  the 

*  conclufion  of  the  peace,  might  have  feen  how 
^  vain  thoie  expedations  were,  by  the  returns  which 
^  im.  two  houfes  made  to  this  inftance  of  her  Ma- 
'  jefty'scondefcenfion,  hy  the  ajfurances  they  gave  of 

*  their  confidence  in  her^  and  of  their  entire  reliance 

*  on  her  wifdorn  to  finijh  this  great  and  good  work^ 
^  and  hy  their  humble  defire  that  fhe  would  pleafe  to 

I  '  proceed 
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*  proceed  in  the  prefent  negotiations  for  obtaining  a 

*  fpeedy  peace.     Thofe  who  pretended  only  to  be 

*  againfl  the  method  of  treating,  and  who  were 
'  fond  of  fpecifick  preliminaries,  had  now  the  very 
'  thing  which  they  defired,  his  moil  Chriftian  Ma- 
'  jefty  having  declared  himfelf  explicitly  and  parti- 

*  cularly  on  the  moil  important  points  that  were  to 
'  be  fettled  in    the  treaties  of  peace.     The  Queen 

*  was  even  at  that  time  not  under  the  lead  obliga- 
'  tion,  but  at  full  liberty  to  have  proceeded  in  the 
'  negociaiion^  or  to  have  broke  it  off,  according  as 

*  the  French  had  behaved  themfelves.  But  France 
*-  was  under  the  firongefl  obligations  to  her  Majefty^ 
'  and  by  her  Majeily's  means  to  the  allies.  The 
'  concefTions  then  made  on  the  part  of  France^  were 

*  made  without  any  conceffion  whatever  on  the  part 
'  of  the  confederates:  If  therefore,  even  then,  they 
'  could  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  unite  with  the 
«  Queen,  and  with  one  another,  during  a  fhortcef- 

*  fation  of   arms,  the   general  peace    might  have 

*  been   fecured,  or  if  that  had  failed,  we  fhould 

*  have  got  by  the  cefifation,  into  our  hands,  a  place 

*  of  greater  importance  than  we  could  have  expedled 
'  by  the   m.oil  fuccefsful  campaign    to    conquer. 

*  But  inilead  of  applying  themfelves  to  improve  this 

*  happy conjun6lure,  theMiniilers  who  met  to/r^v'?^ 
'  of  peace,  feemed  attentive  only  to  what  paiTed 

*  in  the  field,  and  Utrecht  feemed  the  fcene    of  no 

*  other  bufinefs  than  unneceifary  dilputes  concerning 

*  the  forms  of  proceeding,   and  negociations  to  ac- 

*  commodate  differences  which  the  quarrels  of  fer- 
'  vants  had  begun. 

'  From  thefe  unhappy  meafures  were  many  evil  con- 

*  fequences  derived^  and  by  them  zvere  all  the  fubfequent 
«  tranfa5fions  affe^ed,  particularly  thofe  which  re- 

*  lated  to  the  intereil  of  the  Catalans, 

'  This  people  had  fubmitted  to  the  prefent  King 

*  of  Spain y  on  his  accefnon  to   that  throne,  had 

*  takea  the  oaths  of  fealty  to  him,  and  in  the  Cortes 

'  held 
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held  at  Barcelona  in  the  year  1701,  and  1702, 
had  received  from  him  a  new  eftablifhment  of 
their  privileges :  Notv/ithftanding  which,  they  be- 
gan in  the  year  1704,  tofhew  their  incHnationsto 
a  revolt,  and  it  appears,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
of  the  year  1705,  they  made  overtures  of  this  kind 
to  the  Queen,  and  that  numbers  of  them  were  al- 
ready adlually  in  arms.  In  compliance  therefore 
with  what  they  defired,  and  encouraged  by  the 
afTurances  fhe  received,  that  not  only  the  Catalans 
but  other  people  in  Spain^  were  ready  to  declare 
for  his  prefent  Imperial  Majefty,  as  foon  as  they 
fhould  fee  any  profped:  of  being  fupported  in 
their  revolt,  the  Queen  thought  fit  to  give  direc- 
tions the  Earl  of  Peterborough^  and  Sir  Cloudejly 
Shovel^  joint  Admirals  of  her  fleet,  on  the  firft  of 
May  1705,  to  do  the  beft  they  could  to  induce 
the  Catalans  to  co-operate  with  them  for  the  re- 
du6lion  of  Spain,  In  order  to  which,  they  were 
impowered  to  promife,  in  the  Queen's  name, 
that  fhe  would  fecure  to  them  a  confirmation  of 
their  rights  and  liberties  from  the  faid  Prince, 
King  Charles  the  third.  But  it  appears  by  the 
fame  inftru^lions,  that  inftead  of  giving  thefe  af- 
furances,  the  Admirals  were  to  take  meafures  for 
annoying  the  towns  on  the  coaft  of  Spain^  and  for 
reducing  them  by  force,  unlefs  fuitable  returns 
from  the  Catalans  and  Spaniards  were  made  to 
thefe  kind  ofl^ers  on  her  Majefty's  part.  This 
likewife  appears  to  have  been  the  meafure  by 
which  the  Queen  proceeded,  from  thecommiflion, 
credentials,  and  inflrudions  which  were  given  to 
Mr.  Croioe,  v/ho  was  fe n t  to  Genoa  1  n  March,  1705; 
befides  which  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  after 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudejly  Shovel 
were  arrived  with  Iict  Majefly's  fleet  at  Lisbon, 
it'ftill  remained,  for  fome  time,  uncertain  what 
defign  ihey  fliould  profecute,  and  this  uncertainty 
hindered  them  from  prefling  the  people  of  Ca- 

«  talom0 
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talonia^  whilft  King  Charles  rather  checked  than 
incited  them  •,  fo  that  when  the  Queen's  forces  pro- 
ceeded on  this  fervice,  the  Catalans  were  looked 
upon  to  be  the  principals,  and  we  only  accefiaries 
in  the  war  :  From  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  tlie 
landing  of  the  Earl  o^  Peterhorouzh  in  Catalonia^ 
and  her  Majefty's  entring  into  that  part  of  the 
war,  were  in  confequence  of  the  follicitations  of 
the  Catalayis  and  other  Spaniards^  affedled  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  that  all  the  engagements 
V-which  fhe  gave  to  thefe  people,  went  no  further 
than  the  obtaining  from  King  Charles  the  third  a 
,con{irmation  of  their  rights  and  privileges  *,  and 
although  her  Majefty  offered  at  that  time  to  give 
a  guaranty  for  the  fame,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  that  people,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  fuch 
a  guaranty  was  ever  given,  or,  that  fuch  a  treaty 
was  ever  made.  This  being  the  ftate  of  the 
Queen^s  engagements  to  the  people  of  this  pro- 
vince, there  could  have  been  no  doubt  of  mak- 
ing them  good  in  every  part,  had  the  events  of 
the  war,  and  the  circumftances,  rendered  the 
placing  his  prefent  Imperial  Majefty  on  the  throne 
of  Spain  pra6licable  ;  and  there  is  as  little  doubt, 
that  befides  what  has  been  obtained  by  her  Ma- 
jefty for  the  Catalans^  the  confirmation  of  all  their 
privileges  would  likewife  have  been  procured  from 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  had  not  the  conduct  of  the 
Emperor  fingly  prevented  it. 
'  In  the  year  171 2,  it  has  been  already  faid,  that 
although  the  faireft  profped  of  making  a  general 
peace  was  opened,  yet  his  Imperial  Majefty  con- 
tinued in  his  refolution  not  to  make  it :  The 
Queen  on  the  other  hand  was  under  a  neceflity  of 
purfuingthe  meafures  fhe  had  taken,  and  thereby 
not  only  of  agreeing  to  a  cefTation  of  arms,  but 
alfo  of  withdrawing  her  troops  out  of  the  province 
of    Catalonia,    the  fupplies  granted  by   Parlia- 

'  ment 
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*  ment  for  that  year  having  been  fo  calculated,  that 
<  the  whole  eftablifViment  was  given  only  for  the 
'  firfl  qixarter,  and  one  third  of  four  millions  of 
*■  crowns  for  the  other  three  quarters,  conditionally 

*  that  the  Emperor  and  the  States-General  vjon\di  take 
'  upon  themfelves,  the  other  two  thirds,  which  iii 

*  fadt  neither  of  them  did. 

*  Under  thefe  circumftances  it  was  plain  that  the 

*  Catalans  would  be  left  without  any  terms  made  in 

*  their  behalf,  and  that  the  Emprefs  and  imperial 

*  forces,  who  remained  in  that  province  would  be 
'  expofed  to  the  greatefl:  difficulties  and  dangers. 
'  The  Queen    therefore  took  immediately  all  the 

*  care  (he  could  to  prevent  thefe   misfortunes,  and 

*  at  the  f\me  time  to  fecure  and  (Irengthen  his  im- 

*  perial  Majefty,  as  far  as  lay  in  her  power,  not- 
'  withftanding  the  treatment  fiie  had  received ;  and 
'  the  juft  provocation   Ihe  had    to  leave  him    to 

*  ftruggle  with  the  confequences  of  his  own  mea- 
'  fures. 

^  At  the  latter  end  of  this  year  17 12,  her  Ma- 

*  jefty  fet  a  treaty  on  foot  for  the  evacuation  of  Ca- 

*  talonia^  and  for  the  neutrality  o^  Italy.     HerMa- 

*  jelly's  aim  by  her  firfl  part  of  this  treaty,  was  to 
'  fecure  the  return  of  the  Emprefs  and  the  imperial 

*  troops,  and  fince  Ihe  could  no  longer  fupport  the 

*  Catalans  by  her  arms,  to  provide  for  them  by 
'  the  terms  of  peace.  Her  Majefly's  aim  in  the  fe- 
'  cond  part,  was  to  leave  as  little  room  as  pofTible 
'  for  France  or  Spain  to  attack  his  Imperial  Ma- 
'  jefty,  when  the  treaties  between  her  Majefty  and 

*  the  States-General  ftiould  be  concluded  with  the 

*  moft  Chriftian  King.  The  Queen  confidered  that 
'"  thefe  treaties,  and  the  barrier  of  the  States^  would 

*  fecure  the  ten  provinces  of  the  Netherlands  from 

*  any  invafion  •,  and  by  this  convention  for  a  neu- 

*  trality  in  Italy^  the  Emperor's  territories  in  that 
*^  country   were   likewife  covered  •,  fo  that  by  the 

*•  care 
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'  care  which  her  Majefly  took,  fince  he  was  deter- 

*  mined  to  run  the  rifle  of  continuing  fingle  in  the 
'  war,  he  would  he  open  in  no  frontier  but  that  of 

*  the  Rhine^  where,  by  the  fame  means,  he  would 
'  be  able  confiderably  to  increafe  his  ftrength,    as 

*  well  with  draughts  out  of  Italy ^  as  with  the  Gt?r- 
'  mans  and  other  forces  which  were  to  be  tranfported 
'  from  Spain. 

^  It   was  no  fooner  than   the   end  of  January 

*  1712-3,  that  by  the  good  offices  of  her  Majefty's 

*  Minifiers  at  Utrecht,  the  Imperial  and  French  Pie- 

*  nipotentiaries  were  brought   to   meet  upon  this 

*  negGciation^  and  in  the  mean  time  her  Majelly  en- 

*  deavoured,    as    well   by   her   own   Minifters   at 

*  Madrid,  as  by  preflingthe  Spanifh  Minifter,  who 
«  was  then  here,  to  induce  the  Catholic  King  to 
'  facilitate  this  matter  as  much  as  polTible,  and  par- 
*-  ticularly  on  the  head  of  the  privileges  of  the 
'  Catalans,  in  which  the  Minifter  of  France  con- 

*  curred  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs.  But  it  foon 
'  appeared  that  his  Catholic  Majefty,  who  faw  the 
'  advantage   which    the   condu6l   of  the  Imperial 

*  court  gave  him,  would  hardly  be  prevailed  upon 
«  to  grant  any  thing  more  than  a  general  ai5t 
'  of  oblivion,   and  a  reftitution   of  honours  and 

*  eftates. 

'  On  the  14th  of  March,  N.  S.   17 13,  the  con- 

*  vention  for  the  neutrality  of  Italy,  and  the  evacua- 
'  tion  of  Catalonia  was  executed  by  her  Majefty 's 
'  Minifters  on  behalf  of  the  Emperor,  and  by  thofe 
'  of  France,  and  by  thoft  of  the  King  of  Spain^  and 

*  the  article  concerning  the  privileges  of  the  Catalans 
«  left  undetermined,  a  right  being  referved  to  her 
'  Majefty  to  infift,  whenever  the  Emperor  ftiould 

*  treat  of  peace,  that  thofe  privileges  fliould  be  prc- 

*  ferved  to  them  -,  and  the  moft  Cbriftian  King  de- 

*  daring  that  he  would  concur  with  the  Quet:n  to 

*  the  fame  end. 

Vol.  VI.  O  '  In 
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*  In  May  1713,  the  treaty  of  peace  between  her 
'  Majeily  and  the  Catholic  King  was  figned  pro- 

*  vifionally   here,    and    in    July^    definitively    at 

*  Utrecht^  whereby  there  is  not  only  an  abfolute  am- 

*  nefty,  with  a  full  pofTefTion  of  all  their  eftates  and 
'  honours,  but  alfo  the  privileges  of  the  Cajiilians 

*  granted  to  the  Catalans  ;  which  article  is  at  lead 

*  in  this  refped  confiderable,  that  the  people  of 

*  Catalonia  are  thereby  intitled  to  hold  any  em- 
'  ployments  in  the  Weft-Indies^  or  to  trade  diredly 
'  thither,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  peo- 

*  pie  of  Caftile^  from  which  they  were  formerly  as 

*  much  excluded  as  any  foreign  nation  whatever. 

'  The  prefervation  of  their  antient  privileges  is 

*  neither  granted  nor  diredlly  refufed  by  this  article ; 
'  fo  that  the  Queen,  either  when  the  peace  Ihall 
'  come  to  be  treated  between  their  Imperial  and 
'  Catholic  Majefties,  or  on  any  other  favourable 
'  occqfion  which  may  offer  itfelf,  is  at  liberty  to  re- 

*  nev/   her  applications  upon  this  head.     In   the 

*  mean  time,  it  is  certain,  that  the  refufal  of  the 
'  people  of  this  principality,  as  well  as  the  ifland  of 

*  Majorca^  to  fubmit  to  the  Catholic  King,  when 

*  in   purfuance  of  the   treaty  of  neutrality^    thefe 

*  countries  were  evacuated  by  the  Emperor's  forces  •, 

*  and   their  obftinate   refiflance   fince   that    time, 

*  mud  have  rendered  the  obtaining  of  their  pri- 
'  viieges  ftill  more  difficult,  if  that  be  poffible,  than 

*  it  was. 

'  If  the  ancient  privileges  of  thefe  people  in  their 

*  full  extott  were  not  obtained,  it  muft  be  attributed 
'  to  thofe  who  rendered  it  impraclicable  to  treat  ef- 

*  fedlually  for  them,  before  the  withdrawing  of  the 

*  Queen's  forces  out  of  Catalonia  ;  and  if  their  con- 
'  dition  is  become  fince  more  defperate,  thofe  are 

*  only  to  anfwer  for  it,  who  have  encouraged  them 

*  not  to  fubmit  a  fecond  time  to  their  Prince,  with 

*  the  hopes  of  relief,  which  they  who  gave  fuch 

'  hopes 
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<  hopes  muft  have  known  themfelves  in  no  condi- 

*  tion  of  making  good. 

*  From  this  Jla^e  of  the  feveral  treaties  between 
«  her  Majefty,  her  allies,  and  France  and  Spain  ; 
'  by  this  account  of  the  general  negociations  of  peace, 

*  and  of  the  particular  cafe  of  the  Catalans^  the  rea- 

*  fonablenefs  of  all  the  fteps  her  Majefty  has  taken, 

*  and  thofe  defigns  which  have  been    purfued  at 

*  firft  to  wreft  the  negociation  out  of  her  hands,  and 
'  fince  to  unravel  all  that  had  been  done,  and  to 
'  throw  u&  into  confufion,  will  fufticiently  appear.' 

On  Tburfday  the  15th  of  ^/)n7,  the  Commons  The  oom- 
confidered  the  ft  ate  of  the  nation^  with  regard  to  the  j?'/,"'^  ^JJJ^"" 
proteftant  fucceffion,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  ftate  of  the 
houfe,  of  which  Mr.  Freeman  was  chofen  Chair-  "'""'*''' 
man.     After  the  reading  of  the  feveral  papers  that 
had  been  laid   before   the  houfe,  relating   to   the 
*Pre tender's  being  removed  out  of  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
r^/;2's  dominions,  to  the  negociations  of  peace,  to 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk^  :ind  to  pajfports  granted  to 
perfons  outlawed  or  attainted  :  A  motion  was  made 
by  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull^  and  the  queftion  put, 

*  Whether  the  proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of 

*  Hanover  be  in  danger  under  her  Majefty's  govern- 

*  ment  V  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  endeavoured  to 
prove  the  negative,  by  reprefenting  what  her  Ma- 
jefty had  done  for  fecuring  that  fucceffion,  and  re- 
moving the  Pretender  from  Lorrain,  He  was  an- 
fwered  by  Mn  Walpole^  who  with  a  great  deal  of 
vivacity,  ftiewed  the  proteftant  fucceffion  to  be  in 
danger,  not  from  her  Majefty,  but  from  the  du- 
bious condud  of  fome  perfons  ;  and  therefore  inftft- 
ed,  that  her  Majefty  might  not  be  mentioned  in  the 
queftion.  Mr.  Campion  having  fpoken  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  Miniftry,  the  Earl  of  Hertford  an- 
fwered  him.  The  Lord  Hinchingbroke  expreffed 
likewife  his  fears  of  the  proteftant  fucceffion  being 
in  danger ,  from  the  encouragement  that  was  given 

O  2  to 
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to  the  Pretenders  friends,  particularly  in  North- 
Britain  ;  which  his  Lordfhip  had  an  opportunity  to 
oblerve  when  he  was  there  with  the  regiment  in 
which  he  had  a  troop.  After  fome  other  fpeeches 
on  both  fides,  the  court  party  being  apprehenfivc 
that  the  queftion  would  go  againft  them,  endeavour- 
ed to  drop  it,  by  moving,  that  Mr.  Freeman  fhould 
leave  the  chair  ,  hereupon  Sir  'Thomas  Hanmer^  the 
Speaker,  made  a  memorable  fpeech,  importing,  in 
fubftance,  '  That  he  was  forty  to  fee  that  endea- 
'  vours  were  ufed  to  wave  that  queftion,  and  flop 

*  their  mouths :  But  he  was  of  opinion  this  was  the 

*  proper,  and,  perhaps,  the  only  time  for  patriots 

*  to  fpeak'.  That  a  great  deal  of  pains  were  taken 
'  to  fcreen  fome  perfons,  and  in  order  to  that,  to 
'  make  them  over- look  the  dangers  that  threatned 

*  the    Queen,  the   nation,  and  the  proteftant  fuc- 

*  ceffion.     That  for  his  own  part  he  had  all  the  ho- 

*  nour   and   refpedi:  imaginable  for  her   Majefty'f 

*  Miniflers  ;    but  that  he  owed  ftill  more  to  his 

*  country  than  to  any  Minifter.  That  in  this  de- 
'  bate,  fo  much  had  been  faid  to  prove  the  fuc- 

*  ceflion  to  be  in  danger,  and  fo  little  to  make  out 

*  the  contrary,  that  he  could  not  but  believe  the 

*  firft  ;  and  thereupon  he  took  notice  of  Sir  Patrick 
^  Lawlefs  being  fuffered  to  come  over  and  admitted 

*  to  an  audience  of  her  Majefly.'  This  fpeech  had 
a  great  influence  on  all  unbyajfed  and  unprejudiced 
members,  but  neverthelefs,  after  a  warm  debate, 
that  lafled  till  towards  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
it  was  refolved,  by  a  majority  of  256  voices  againft 
208  :  Firji^  '  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 

*  mittee^  that  the  protejtant  fuccefiion  in  the  houfe  of 

*  Hanover  is  in  no  danger  under  her  Majefty's  go- 
«  vernment.  Secondly^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
'  Committee^  that  the  houfe  be  moved  humbly  to 

*  addrefs  her  Majejiy^  returning  the  thanks  of  the 

*  houfe  to  her  Majefty^  for  the  inftances  Ihe  has  ufed 

*  for  the  removal  of  the  Pretender  from  the  domi- 

'  nions 
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*  nions  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^  and  humbly  defir- 

*  ing/^fr  Majefty  to  infift  upon,  and  renew  her  in- 
'  ftances  for,  his  fpeedy  removal  from  thence.' 

I'he  next  day,  Mr.  Freeman  reported  thefe  two 
refolutions  to  the  houfe,  and  the  firft  being  read  a 
fecond  time,  there  arofe  a  debate^  in  which  Mr.  IVal- 
pole^  Mr.  Lechmere^  and  General  Stanhope^  made 
very  fine  fpeeches.  Mr.  Walpole^  among  other 
things,  '  applauded   the   public  fpirit  the  Speaker 

*  had  fhewn  the  day  before,  but  added,  he  difpaiK- 

*  ed  of  feeing   truth  andjuftice  prevail,  fince  not- 

*  withftanding  the  weight  of  a  perfon  of  his  known 

*  integrity,  merit,  and  eloquence,  the  majority  of 

*  votes  had  carried  it  againfl  reafon  and  argument,' 
General  6"/^;/^^/^^  endeavoured  to  prove  ih^proleftrjit 
fuccelTion  to  be  in  danger  by  this  fmgle,  but  for- 
cible tnduEiion.,  or  conjun^ive  fyllogifm^  '  tliat  as  it 
'  was  univerfally  acknowledged   it    had  been   the 

*  French  King's  intention^  fo  it  was  ftill  his  intereft^  The  Com- 

*  and  he  had  it  now  more  than  ever  in  his  Power,  [hrpr^e- 

*  to  reftore  the  Pr  e  t  e  n  d  e  r .'     However,  he  que-  ^^^  ^"c- 
llion  being  put,  upon  the  firfl  refolution,  the  fame  TohlVLn- 
was   agreed   unto,  v/ithout  a  divifion  ;  as  was  alfo  ^^^>  ^^• 
the  fecond  refolution. 

On  the   1 7th  of  Aprils  upon  a  meflage  from  the 
Lords  by  Mr.  Baron  Price,  and  Mr.  Juftice  Powys,  bcut  the 
Junior,  That  the  Lords  had  agreed  to  an  humble  ?;°jj"^^J^J^^ 
addrefs  to    be  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  to  which  of  Com- 
they  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  houfe,  the  faid  "'°"^' 
addrefs  was  twice  read  •,  after  which  the  meffengers 
who  had  withdrawn,  were  called  in,  and  acquainted, 
that  this  houfe  would  confider  of  the  addrefs  fent 
from  the  Lords  •,  and  then  fend  an  anfwer  by  mef- 
fengers of  their  own.     This  done,  fome  members 
moved,  that   the  houfe  would  immediately  concur 
with  the   Lords   in  their  addrefs,  which  was  op- 
pofed   by   others,  and  occafioned  a  warm  debate ; 
After  which  it  was   refolved  to  prefent  three  ad- 
O  3  drelTes 
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dre  ffes  to  her  Majeft}\  that  llie  would  be  pleafed  to 

dire6l  the  proper  Officers  to  lay  before  the  houfe. 

Papers  cai-   F/V/?,  '  The   treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between 

led  for.        c  ^^^  Majefty  and  the  King  01  Spain,  and  the  inftruc- 

'  tions  given  to  her  Majeftfs  Amhaffadors  thereupon, 

*  together  with  the  copies  of  the  King  of  Spain^s  ra- 

*  tifications  of  the  faid /r^^/?Vj,  znd  tht  preliminaries 

*  figned  by  the  Lord  Lexington  and  the  Marquis  of 

*  Bedmar  at  Madrid^  and  all  other  agreements  and 
'  ftipulations  which  had  been  made  concerning  the 

*  commerce  between  Great-Britain  and  Spain.     Se- 

*  condly.  An  account  what  engagements  of  guaranty 

*  her  Majefty  has  entered  into  by  virtue  of  any  treaty 

*  with  any  foreign  Prince  or  State  from  the  year 
'  1 7 10.  And  thirdly^  An  account  what  inftances 
'  had  been  ufed  by  her  Majefty  for  the  refloring  to 

*  the  Catalans  their  ancient  privileges,  and  all  letters 

*  relating  thereunto.'     And   then  it  was  refolved, 

*  To  take   into  further   confideration  the  meflage 

*  that  day  fent  from  the  Lords,  upon  'Thurfday  next 

*  following.'  After  this,  the  confideration  of  that 
part  of  her  Majefty''s  fpeech  relating  to  libels^  was 
further  put  off  to  that  day  fortnight  •,  and  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Bromley  acquainted  the  houfe,  that,  pur- 
fuant  to  their  addrefs  for  the  Pretender's  fpeedy  re- 
moval from  Lorrain,  her  Majefty  had  been  pleafed 
to  declare,  that  floe  would  infift  upon  and  renew  her 
inftances^  as  this  hoiife  defired. 

The  Com-  ^P'^^^  2  2d,  the  houfc  took  into  confideration, 
mons  concur  the  meifagc  from  the  Lords  of  the  Saturday  before, 
Lords^tt  "pon  which  there  arofe  a  very  warm  debate,  that 
theiraddrefs.  lafted  from  one,  till  fix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  it   was  refolved,  Firft,  '  That  the  blank  in 

*  the  addrefs  be  filled  up  with  the  words,  and  Com- 

*  mons.  Secondly,  That  the  houfe  doth  agree  with 
^  the  Lords   in  the  faid  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to 

*  her  Majefty :  And  ordered,  that  Mr.  Chancellor 

*  of  the  Exchequer  do  carry  the  addrefs  to  the  Lords, 

*  and  acquaint  them  with  thefe  two  refolutions.' 

On 
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On  Saturday  the  24th  of  Aprils  both  houfes  at- 
tended her  Majefly  with  the  faid  addrefs,  which  was 
as  follows. 


w 


Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
E    your   Majefty's   moft   dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefs  of 
fubjeas,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  .^"'o^^h'^"" 
and    Commons,    in     Parliament    afiembled,    beg  fafe,  ho- 
leave  to  exprefs   the  juft   lenfe  which  we  have  of  Xntgeo"u^, 
your  Majefty's  goodnefs  to  your  people,  in  deli-  peace. 
vering    them    by   a   Safe,    Honourable    and 
Advantageous  peace    with  France  and  Spain ^ 
from    the  heavy  burthen  of  a  confuming  war,  un- 
equally carried   on,  ajid  become   at  laft   imprac- 
ticable.    And  we  do   moft   earneftly  intreat  your 
Majefty,  that  you   will  be  pleafed,  with  the  fame 
fteadinefs,     notwithftanding    all    the   obftrudlions 
which  have    been,    or  may  be,   thrown   in    your 
way,  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  you  fhall  judge 
neceflary,  for  compleating  the  fettlement  of  Eu- 
rope on   the  principles  laid  down   by  your  Ma- 
jefty,   in    your    moft     gracious   fpeech  from  the 
throne. 

Her  Majefty's  anfwer  to  this  grateful  addrefs^   wajs 
as  follows ; 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
nnHE  ft  ate  of  public  affairs  in  Europe,  as  well 
as  the  necejfities  of  my  own  kingdoms^  obliged  me 
to  enter  into  a  negociation  of  peace ^  and  notwith^ 
ftanding  all  obftruElions  and  difficulties^  I  have^  by  the 
huffing  of  God^  brought  it  to  a  happy  conclufion, 

I  efteem  this  addrefs  as  the  united  voice  of  my  af^ 
feSiionate  and  loyal  fubje^ls  ^  and  1  return  you  all  the 
heartieft  thanks^  which  can  be  givm  by  a  Sovereign^ 
who  defires  nothing  more^  than  to  fee  her  people  fafe 
(ind  flourifhing, 

O  4  On 


?00 

Bill  to  pre- 
vent the 
growth  of 
ichil'm,  or- 
dered to  be 
brought  in. 


A<3drefs  in- 
tended a- 
gainft  the 
f roops  of 
Hanover, 


Parliamentary       A.  171 4. 

On  the  12th  of  Mci)\  upon  a  niotian  made  by 
Sir  William  Wyndham^  the  8th,  9th,  loth,  and 
nth  rc(5lions,  of  the  ftatute  of  the  13th  and  14th 
year  of  King  Charles  II,  intituled,  An  an  for  the 
VMiformity  of  public  prayers^  and  adminiftration  of  fa- 
cr  anient  s^  and  other  rites  and  arcmoni'is^  and  for  eft  a- 
hliflmig  the  form  of  makings  ordaining^  and  confecrat- 
ing  Bifhops^  Pricfts^  and  Deacons  in  the  Church  of 
England,  were  read  :  After  which  it  was  ordered^ 
That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  fchifm^  and  for  the  further  fecurity  of  the 
Church  of  England,  as  by  law  eftablifhed\  and,  that 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  £.vf^f^v7^r,  Mr.  Cholmondley^ 
Mr.  Comptroller^  Sir  Arthur  Kpy^  Mr.  Campion, 
Lord  Down,  Mr.  Finch ^  Mr.  Gore^  Mr.  Secretary 
Bromley^  Mr.  Windfor^  Sir  William,  Whitlocke^  Dr. 
Paske^  and  Mr.  Aldworth,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  iame. 

After  this  it  was  refolved  to  addrefs  her  Majefty, 
for  a  copy  of  the  inllrudions  given  to  the  Earlof 
Straffordy  with  relation  to  the  declaration  made  by 
him,  on.  the  part  of  her  Majefty,  to  the  Minifters 
of  thefeveral  allies,  who  had  any  troops  in  her  Ma- 
jefty's  pay,  before  the  cellation  of  arms  :  Which 
addrefs  was  generally  looked  upon  to  be  made  in 
order  to  find  a  pretence,  not  to  pay  the  arrears  due 
to  the  troops  of  the  mod  ferene  Eledlor  of  Hanover, 
and  lately  demanded  on  the  part  of  his  cledoral 
Highnefs ;  becaufe  upon  the  celfaticn  of  arms,  thofe 
troops  refufed  to  obey  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and 
rather  chofe  to  follow  Prince  Eugene,  with  the  reft 
of  the  confederates. 

Mt^v  the  2 1  ft,  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  acquaint- 
ed the  Commons,  '  That  the  States-General hd-vin^ 
*  fent  a  letter  to  her  Majeft y  upon  their  demand  of 
"^  the  arrears,  due  to  the  thirteen  Dutch  regiments, 
^  which  have  formerly  ferved  the  crown  o{ England, 
^  Ihe  had  commanded  him  to  lay  a  copy  thereof 
^  before  this  houfc:'  Which  he  did  accordingly, 

and 
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and    the   fame    was   ordered   to  lie  on  the   table. 

The  lame  day v  Sir  IVilliam  Wyndbara  prefented  to  ^j'!  ^gamft 

the  houfe,  A  hill  to  prevent  the  grawih  of  fchifm^  and  ' 

for  the  further  fecurity  of  the  Church  <?/ England,  as 

by  law.ejiahlified  z  Which  was   read  the  firft,  and 

ordered  to  be  read  a  iecond  time.  .  Then  the  bill  for  ^i^i  for  m- 

making  inclofiires  of  fame  part  of  the  common  grounds^  common 

in  that  part  <?/ Great^Britain  r^//^  England,  for  en-  i5»ounds. 

dawing  poor  vicarages,  .and  chapekies^  for  the  better 

fupport  of  their  MinifterSy  was  read  a  fecond  time, 

and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 

who  were  empowered  to  receive  a  claufe^  to  exempt 

the  lands  that  jh all  be  inclofcd  by  virtue  of  the  faid  hill^ 

from  paying  tythes^  where  the  impropriations  are  in 

Lay  hands. 

On  the  2 2d  of  May,  a  hill  was  ordered  to  be  siiifbr  re- 
brought  in,  for  vefling  the  revenues  and  rents  which  co^aAanls ' 
did  belong  to  the  ArchbJfhops  and  Bifhops  of  that  part  of '^^  Scotland, 
Great-Britain  <:j//Vii  Scotland,  in  her  Majefly^  her 
heirs  and  fucceJforSy  to  he  by  them  applied^  for  the  fup- 
port and  maintenance  of  fuch  of  the  epif copal  clergy 
there,  who  fhall  take  and  fubfcrihe  the  oaths  of  aU 
legiance,  fupremacy,  and  abjuration,  and  flo  all  pray  for 
her  Majefty,  and  the  Princefs  Sophia,  in  exprefs 
words,  and  conform  to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England  :  And  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  refolved, 
to  addrefs  her  Majefly,  for  an  account  what  rents 
and  revenues,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Archbi- 
fhops  and  Bifliops  in  Scotland,  are  now  vefled  in  the 
crown,  what  grants  have  been  made  out  of  the 
fam.e,  to  what  ufes,  and  upon  what  confiderations. 

On  Monday  the  24th  of  May,  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  growth  of  fchifm,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe : 
And  befides  this,  and  other  bills  m  favour  of  the 
eftabiifhed  Church,  another  hill  was  the  fame  day 
ordered  to  be  brought  in,  for  the  better  fupport  and  Bill  for  the 
maintenance  of  Curates,  within  the  Church  i?/' Engl  and,  tgnan^^oT' 
who  ftippl}  the  places  of  Re^ors  and  Vicars  not  refid-  curates. 
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ing  ufon  their  reBories  and  vicariges ;  with  an  in- 
llrudlion  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  faid  bill,  that  they  fhould  provide 
therein,  for  tht  preventing  the  fale  of  the  next  avoid- 
ayice  of  any  ecclefiafiical  living  with  cure  of  fouls. 
m\  to  pre-  On  the  26th  of  May^  the  Commons,  in  a  com- 
vent  fciaifm.  ^^^^^^  ^f  ^^^  whoIe  houfe,  Went  through  the  bill  to 
prevent  the  growth  offchifm^  &c.  and  made  feveral 
amendments  to  it,  which  were  the  next  day  report- 
ed and  agreed  to  ;  and  another  amendment  being 
made  by  the  houfe  to  the  bill,  the  fame,  with  the 
amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

On  the  jfirft  day  of  June  Sir  Peter  King  prefented 
to  the  houfe,  A  bill  for  the  better  maintenance  of  Cu- 
rates within  the  Church  of  England,  and  for  the  pre- 
veyiting  the  fale  of  the  next  avoidance  of  ecclefiafiical 
benefices  :  Which  was  received,  read  the  firft  time, 
and  ordered  a  fecond  reading.  The  fame  day,  an 
engroffed  bill  to  prevent  the  growth  of  fchifm^  and  for 
the  further  fecurity  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by 
Biiiagainft  law  eftabUfhcd^  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
th^'J'dJird'''^  queftion  being  put,  That  the  bill  do  pafs^  the  fame 
time.  occafioned  a  warm  debate.  Mr.  Hampden^  Mr. 
Debate  a-  WalpoJc^  General  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lechmere^^  Sir  Peter 
King^  and  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl^  exerted  their  abilities 
and  eloquence  in  oppofing  this  bill  -,  reprefenting, 
among  other  things,  that  it  tended  to  raife  as  great 
a  perfecution  againft  our  proteftant  brethren,  as  the 
primitive  Chriflians  ever  fuffered  from  the  heathen 
Emperors,  particularly  Julian  the  apoftate.  Mr. 
Stanhope  fhewed,  in  particular,  the  ill  confequences 
of  this  law,  as  it  would  of  courfe  occafion /^r^/^» 
education^  which,  on  the  one  hand,  would  drain 
the  kingdoms  of  vaft  fums  of  money  -,  and,*  which 
was  (till  worfe,  fill  the  tender  minds  of  young  men 
with  prejudices  againfl  their  own  country.  He  iU 
luflrated  and  flrengthened  his  reafoning  by  the  ex- 
ample of  Englifh  popifh  feminaries  abroad,  which  he 
faid  were  fo  pernicieus  to  Great-Britain^  that  inflead 

of 
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of  making  new  laws  which  will  encourage  foreign 
education,  he  could  wifh  thofe  already  in  force 
againft  popijh  fchools  were  mitigated.  The  chief 
fticklers  for  the  bill  were  Mr.  Bromley^  principal 
Secretary  of  ftate.  Sir  William  Wyndham^  Mr.  Col- 
lier^ and  Mr.  Hungerfard,  Mr.  Bromley  faid,  among, 
other  things,  '  That  the  diffenters  were  equally  dan- 

*  gerous  both  to  Church  and  State  •,  and  if  the  mem- 

*  bers  who  fpoke  in  their  behalf  would  have  this 

*  bill  drop,  he  would  readily  confent  to  it,  provid- 
'  ed  another  bill  were  brought  in,  to  incapacitate 

*  them  either  to  fit  in  that  houfe,  or  to  vote   in 

*  eledions  of  members  of  Parliament.'  Mr.  TVal- 
pole  anfwered  this  fpeech  with  a  great  deal  of  viva- 
city :  After  which  Mr.  Hungerford  recapitulated, 
and  laboured  to  anfwer  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
JVbig  members.  Mr.  Collier  backed  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  ;  and,  in  order  to  expofe  the  diffenters^  he  dtr 
fired  leave  to  read  to  the  houfe,  a  collection  of  ah- 
furdities  and  impious  expreffions^  which  he  pretended 
to  have  culled  out  of  their  writings.  After  the 
reading  of  part  of  this,  he  fell  on  a  pafTage  taken 
out  of  the  writings  of  the  late  Mr.  Hickeringill  Mi- 
nifter  at  Colchejler^  wherein  Mr.  Collier  pretended  he 
averred  that  our  Blessed  Saviour  was  a  fon  of  a 
W .  At  thefe  fhocking  expreflions,  Mr.  Brom- 
ley ftopt  him  fhort,  faying,  fuch  impious  words 
ought  not  to  he  exprejfed  in  that  affemhly.  Some 
Other  members  obferved,  on  the  other  hand,  Firfty 
that  the  late  Mr.  Hickeringill  was  not  a  dijjenting 
Teacher^  but  a  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England ; 
and  Secondly^  that  he  was  known  to  be  crack-brained -^ 
fo  that  his  extravagancies  and  blafphemies  proved 
nothing  againft  the  diffenters.  Mr.  Lechmere  fpoke 
againft  the  bill  with  a  great  deal  of  vehemence ; 
find,  among  other  things,  took  notice,  *  That  the 
*■  indulgence  granted  to  proteftant  diffenters  fince  the 
\  revolution,   had    been  fo  far  from  hurting  the 

*  Church, 
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*'  Church,  that  it  had  rather  enlarged  its  pale  ;  and 
'  that  it  was  notorious,  that  fome  perfons  who  had 

*  been  bred  among  fcbifena lies,  were,   or,  at  leaft, 

*  pretended  to  be,  the  ftrongeft  fupports  of  the 
'  eftablifned  Church.'  Several  other  fpeeches  were 
made  for  and  againfl  the  bill  ♦,  but  whoever  got  the 
better  in  point  of  reafoning,  it  was  carried  by  a  ma- 

The  bill  jority  of  237  voices,  againfl  126,  That  the  hill  do 
pafs  \  and  ordered,  that  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer^  who  brought  in  the  bilU 
fhould  carry  it  to  the  Lords,  and  defire  their  con- 
currence. 

Before  we  proceed,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  take 
notice,  that  the  public  were  divided  in  their  opi- 
nions, whether  the    Lord   Treafurer    was  for    or 
againfl  this  l)iil  ?    They  who   held  the  negative, 
fuppofed,  that  there  having  been  of  late  fome  mif- 
underflanding  between  him  and  the  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  the  latter,  in  order  to  flrengthen  his  party, 
was  willing  to  facrifice  the  dijfenters,    whom  the 
Lord  Treafurer  flill  entertained  with  promifes  of 
fupporting  their  interefl.     But  others,  and  the  far 
»  See  a       greater  number,  looked  upon  the  apparent  *  cold- 
^\[^^%he  ^^^^  between  thofe  two  great  men,  either  as  chime- 
grand  my-    Tical,  OX  as  z.  folittcol  artifice  to  amufe  and  divide  their 
fi'"-^  f '^     joint-enemies. 

p.  19.  Be  that  as  it  will,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  Lord 

Harlcy,  Thomas  Harley,  Efq*,  lately  returned  from 
Hanover^  and,  in  fhort,  all  the  Lord  Treafurer's 
friends,  except  his  own  Brother,  the  Auditor,  voted 
for  the  bill,  which  the  next  day  was  carried  to  the 
houfe  of  Lords. 

Their  Lordfhips  thought  fit  to  proceed  with  the 
matured  deliberation  in  an  affair  of  fo  great  im- 
portance ;  and  therefore  put  off  the  firfl  reading  of 
the  bill  till  Friday  the  fourth  of  June^  when  the 
Lords  in  and  about  London  were  fummoned  to  at- 
tend. In  the  mean  time  the  presbyterians,  quakers, 
and  foreign  frotejlants  were  not  idle  j  for  befides 

their 
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their  private  follicitations,  they  and  their  friends  re- 
prefented,  in  print,  the  hardfliips  and  inconveni- 
encies  of  fuch  a  law :  The  firft  remarkable  paper, 
that  was  publifhed  about  that  matter,  was  the  foU 
lowing  letter  lo  a  member  of  Parliament^  relating  to 
the  bill  for  preventing  the  growth  of  fchifm^  Sec, 


Y 


O  U  have  fo  often  declared  your  diflike  of  Letter  to  a 
all  perfecution  for  confcience  fake,  and  the  Sa^nt 
fenfe  you  have  of  the  equity  and  juftice  of  that  agamft  the 
toleration  which  we  have  fo  long  enjoyed  by  law, 
though  you  iland  in  no  need  of  it  yourfelf,    that 
we  are  encouraged  to  reprefent  to  you  the  deep 
concern  we  are  under,  on  account  of  the  bill  now 
before  you. 

'  What  it  is  that  has  raifed  the  refentments  of 
your  honourable  houfe  again  ft  us  at  this  juncture, 
we  cannot  tell :  But  if  we  were  not  juftly  fcnfible 
of  your  difpleafure,  we  fhould  be  altogether  un- 
worthy of  your  favour  ;  and  therefore  we  flatter 
ourfelves,  that  a  fair  and  modeft  reprefentation  of 
the  grievances  we  are  threatned  with,  will  not 
only  be  pardoned,  but  approved. 
'  By  the  account  we  have  of  this  bill  (which 
comes  in  fo  furprizingly,  and  moves  with  fuch 
expedition)  we  apprehend  it  will  bring  very  great 
and  undeferved  hardfliips  upon  us,  partly  by  re- 
viving fome  claufes  in  a  former  law,  and  then 
laying  us  under  new  reftriftions  and  penalties. 
'  The  recital  of  the  adl  of  uniformity  in  the  pre- 
amble, and  particularly  of  thofe  claufes  in  it  re- 
lating to  the  qualifications  of  fuch  as  teach  fchools, 
and  the  ena(fting  part  that  follows,  put  it  out  of 
all  doubt,  that  we  are  to  exped  a  very  fevere  exe- 
cution of  that  law. 

'  It  is  not  for  us  to  arraign  the  laws  of  our  coun- 
try ;  but  we  hope  Gentlemen  will  confider, 
'  That  even  in  that  very  reign,  in  which  the  acH: 
of  uniformity  was  made,  it  was  more  than  once 

^  recom- 
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«  recommended  from  the  throne,  that  eafe  and  in- 
'  dulgence  ihould  be  given  to  dijjenting  Protejiants^ 

*  and  that  they  were  generally  connived  at  in  the 

*  matter  of  their  fchools,  of  which  they  had  many, 

*  and  fome  very  confiderable  ones,  both  in  city  and 

*  country. 

'  That  we  have  now,  for  feveral  years,  enjoyed 
<  an  adb  of  toleration,  by  which  many  of  the  pe- 

*  nalties  in  that  of  uniformity  (as  well  as  other  a6ts) 
'  (land  fufpended,  under  the  qualifications  therein 
«  fpecified :  Which  toleration  we  have  .been  often 
'  affured,  was  then,  and  Hill  is,  defigned  to  be 
'  made  good  and  effedual ;  and  therefore  cannot 
'  but  include  in  it  all  the  neceflary  means  for  ob- 

*  taining  the  ends  of  it ;  of  which,  we  take  this  li^ 

*  berty  of  diredling  the  education  of  our  children  to 

*  be  a  principal  one. 

'  This  we  rather  believe,  becaufe,  though  in  that 
'  aft  of  indulgence  the  claufes  in  the  a6t  of  unifor- 
'  mity  be  not  exprefly  repealed,  yet  we  were  at  that 
'  time  in  the  free  and  actual  enjoyment  of  the  li- 
'  berty  of  teaching  fchools  -,  and  fince  that  time, 
'  when  profecutions  have  been  fet  on  foot  for  it, 

*  they  have  generally  been  rather  difcountenanced  by 

*  the  government,  than  executed  with  rigour. 

*  And  we  have  always  thought  this  tendernefs 

*  has  proceeded,  from  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  expediency 
'  of  allowing  us  that  freedom  of  education,    to 

*  make  the  toleration  more  firm  and  fecure  to  us, 

*  and  more  fafe  and  inoffenfive  to  the  eilablilhed 

*  church :  Since  without  this,  in  procefs  of  time, 
'  we  muft  be  left  deflitute  of  a  learned  miniftry,  or 
'  elfe  be  obliged  to  fend  our  children  abroad  for 
'  that  literature  they  are  denied  at  home  :  Either 

*  of  which  cafes  muft  be  attended  with  manifeft 

*  and  very  great  inconveniencies,  not  only  to  our 

*  felves,  but  the  nation. 

'  Thefe 


A.  1714.         DEBATES.  207 

*  Thefe  things  we  mention  with  all  due  fubmif- 
'  fion,  and  hope  that  upon  impartial  confideration 

*  it  will  be  evident,  how  unreafonable  it  muft  be  to 
^  execute  any  laws  in  being,  with  rigour,  mecrly; 

*  for  our  confcientious  care  to  educate  our  children 

*  in  the  bed  manner  we  are  able. 

'  But  that  which  is  much  more  afflifting  to  us  in 
«  the  bill  now  before  you,  is,  that  it  will  lay  us 
'  under  flill  greater  incapacities,  and  fubjedl  us  to 
'  greater  hardlhips  for  the  difcharge  of  that  duty 
'  we  owe  to  God,  and  our  children  in  their  educa- 
^  tion. 

*  Hereby  Proteftant  Dijfenters  2ccq,  not  only  debar- 
'  red  from   teaching  grammar- fchools,    and  aca- 

*  demical  learning  ;  but  this  incapacity  is  now  ex- 
'  tended  to  reading,  writing,  and  other  literature. 
'  And  how  far  thefe  general  words  (other  lite- 
'  rature)  may  be  carried  in  conftrudtion,  who  can 
'  tell  ? 

'  By  this  means  many  poor  men  and  women, 
^  who  make  a  hard  Ihift  to  fupport  themfelves  and 
'  families  by  teaching  to  read,  will  be  reduced  to 
'  extreme  want,  and  brought  as  a  charge  upon  the 
'  places  where  they  live,  and  fome  of  thefe  are 
'  French  Proteftants^  Minifters,  and  others  that  have 

*  forfaken  all  for  confcience*  fake. 

'  As  for  thofe  who  teach  writing  and  arithmetic, 
^  the  cafe  appears  flill  harder  •,  for  this  is  really  a 
^  trade,  to  which,  in  many  places,  and  particular- 
'  ly  in  the  city  of  London^  youth  are  put  appren^ 
'  tices,  and  ferve  feven  years,  and  then  have  their 
'  freedom,  as  thofe  that  have  ferved  to  any  other 
'  calling.  This  therefore  takes  away  our  civil  as 
'  well  as  religious  privileges. 

*  And  if  it  Ihould  farther  reflrain  maflers  of  fhips 
'  from  teaching  their  apprentices  the  art  of  naviga- 
'  tion,  how  prejudicial  would  this  be  to  our  trade 
'  and  nation. 


It 
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*  It  appears  alfo  to  us,  that  this  bill  will  extend 

*  even  to  the  charity  fchools,  which  have  been  fet 

*  up  by  Dijfenters^  into  which  they  have  taken  the 

*  children  of  poor  people,  without  any  diflin6lion, 

<  and  taught  them  at  very  confiderable  charges  to 
^  read  and  write,  and  have  cloathed  fome  of  them, 

<  and  make  it  a  rule  never  to  put  any  thing  upon 

*  the  children,  which  the  confciences  of  the  parents 
'  do  not  allow  of     Several  fuch  fchools  are  fet  up 

*  both  in  London  and  the  country,  principally  main- 

*  tained  by  the  Diffenters  :  Many  of  whom,  not- 
'  withftanding  this,  do  fhill  contribute  very  libe- 

*  rally  to  thofe  other  charity-fchools,  that  are  regu- 

*  lated  according  to   the  ufige  of  the  church  of 

*  England. 

'  We  think  it  very  fevere,    that  every  fchool- 

*  mafter  or  miftrefs  is  not  only  obliged  to  receive 

*  the  facrament,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the 
'  church  of  England^  but  reft  rained  ever  after  from 
'  worPnippingGod  among  the  Dijj'enters  :  In  which 

*  we  obferve,  they  are  not  allowed  the  benefit  of 

*  meeting  within  the  limited  number  of  four,  as  by 

*  the  ac^  agdifijl  conveniides^  which  is  now  enlarged 
'  to  nine  by  the  a^  againft  occafional  conformity^ 
'  which  is  a  hardfhip  that  was  never  yet  put  up- 

*  on  us. 

*  And  yet  this  bill  proceeds  further  \  and  even 

*  after   thefe    fchool  mafters    and   miftrefies    have 

*  thoroughly  conformed  to  the  Church,  as  by  law 

*  eftabliflied,  and  totally  left  our  way  of  worfhip, 

*  they  are  forbidden  to  teach  the  AJfembly^s  Catechifm^ 
'  or  any  other  than  that  fet  forth  in  the  liturgy  of 

*  the  Church  of  England.,  or  an  expofition  thereof 
^  already  allowed,  or  hereafter  to  be  allowed  by 

*  the  Birtiop  of  the  diocefe,  i^c.  This  claufe  will 
'  not  only  lay  a  reftraint  upon  thofe  fchool-maflers, 

*  i^c,  that  do  conform,  many  of  whom  have  taught 
'  other  catechifms  5  but  now  our  children  mull  not 

'  be 
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*  be  catechifed  at  all  in  fchools,  fince  they  not  hav- 
'  ing  Godfathers  and  Godmothers,  are  uncapable 
'  of  anfwering  with  truth  to  feveral  queflions,  put 

*  in  the  church  catechifm. 

'  This  reftraint  appears  the  more  unreafonable, 

*  becaufe  the  aflembly's  ihorter  catechifm,  which  is 

*  generally  taught  by  dijfenters^  contains  nothing  in 

*  it  but  what  is  perfedly  agreeable  to  the  doftrinal 

*  articles  and  homilies  of  the  church  of  England^ 

*  not  meddling  with  church  government  and  di- 
'  fcipline. 

'  Befides  all  this,  we  fiiall  find  ourfelves  greatly 

*  aggrieved  at  the  way  and  manner   in  which  this 

*  law  is  to  be  executed,  which,  according  to  the 

*  bill,  is  to  be  by  a  fummary  procefs  without  any 

*  Jury,  or  htn^^t  o^  Certiorari  ;  by  which  we  fhall 

*  be  fubjc6led  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  a  few 
'  Juftices  of  the  peace,  who  will  hereby  be  em- 

*  powered  to  conclude  us  guilty  without  appeal. 

*•  And  (which  wounds  us  to  the  very  heart)  all 
'  this  is  to  come  upon  us  for  no  other  crime  than 

*  our  confcientious  dilTent  from  the  church,  as  by 
'  law  eflablifhed,  and  our  care  to  bring  up  our 

*  children  in  the  beil  way  and  manner  we  can,  for 

*  their  prefent  and  everlaiting  welfare. 

*  We  are  fenfible  of  the  benefit  of  a  religious 

*  education,  and  would  gladly  have  our  children  to 
'  enjoy  that  advantage.      We  ourfelves   muff:   be 

*  at  the  expence  of  their  inftrudion,  none  can  love 
'  them  better  than  we  do  ;  none  are  lb  immediate- 

*  ly  and  diredly  charged  by  the  great  God  with 

*  their  education  as  we  are  ;  none  can  be  more  fol- 

*  licitous  to  find  out  for  them  fuch  inftrucSlors  as 

*  fhall  fet  them  a  good  example,  and  have  a  watch- 

*  ful  eye  over  them,  that  their  tender  minds  may 
'  not  be  early  defiled  with  vanity  and  vice. 

'  We  defire  not  to  have  them  trained  up  in  pre- 

*  judices   to  any  body  of  proteftants  in  the  nation, 

*  nor  perplexed  with  matters  of  doubtful  difpura- 
Vo  L.  VI.  P  ^  tion  i 
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«  tion  ;  we  defire  they  may  be  left  as  free  and  un- 

*  byafled  as  can  be  in  any  fuch  things,  till  they  are 

*  capable,  of  forming  a  judgment  for  themfelves  5 

*  and  who  can  blame  us,  if  we  would  not  have 
'  them,  in  their  childhood,  taught  to  defpife  and 

*  reproach  what  their  parents  efteem  nothing  but 

*  but  plain  fcriptural  chriftianity  ?    We  would  not 

*  have  prejudices  infufed  into  them  fo  early  againft 

*  our  own  profefTion  and  pra6lice,  which  muft  ne- 

*  ceflarily  deftroy  that  reverence  they  ought  to  have 

*  for  us,  very  much  difturb  the  order  and  peace  of 

*  our  families,  and  leflen  the  pleafure  and  comfort 
'  we  promife  ourfelves  in  them. 

'  And  we  hope  we  fhall  be  pardoned,  if  we 

'  cannot  conceal  the  apprehenfions  we  have,  that 

*  fhould  this  bill  pafs  into  a  law,  it  might  open  the 
'  way  to  ftill  greater  feverities.      We  would,   as 

*  much  as  polTible,  avoid  any  ofFenfive  infinuations, 

*  and  yet  cannot  but  obferve  that  among  the  arts 

*  that  Julian  ufed  to  extirpate  chriftianity^  one  was 

*  to  lay  a  reftraint  upon  their  fchools.     Though  he 

*  did  not  proceed  fo  far  as  to  fupprefs  them  whol- 

*  ly,  thofe  fchools  were  prohibited  in  which  rhe- 

*  toric  and  philofophy  were  taught,  that  the  pro- 

*  feflbrs  of  chriftianity  might  he  rendered  uncapable 

*  of  defending  it. 

'  The  extirpation  of  the  reformed  religion  in 

*  France^  was  introduced  by  the  prohibition  of 
'  their  fchools  •,  firft  of  thofe  in  which  the  liberal 
'  arts  and  fciences  were  taught,  in  the  year  1670, 

*  while  the  reformed  had  ftill  liberty  to  teach  read- 
'  ing,  writing,  and  accounts  •,  but  the  very  next 
'  year  they  were  limited  to  one  fchool  in  a  town, 

*  and  that  only  in  thofe  places  where  the  public 
'  exercife  of  their  religion  was  permitted,  which 

*  was  then  confined  to  a  narrow  compafs,    and 

*  foon  after  wholly  taken  away. 

<•  We 
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*  We  are  far  from  thoughts  of  comparing  the 
«  church  of  England  to  paganifm  or  'popery  -,    but 

*  fince  we  know  our   diflent  is  confcientious,    by 

*  how  much  lefs  the  things  are  fuppofed  to  be,  in 
'  which  we  differ  from  you,  fo  much  the  more 

*  reafon  we  have  to  exped  favour  and  indulgence  at 

*  your  hands. 

*  We  lay  a  very  great  ftrefs  upon  the  repeated 

*  aflfurances  we  have  had  from  the  throne,  that  our 

*  liberty  fhall  be  prefer ved  inviolable  -,  and  on  the 
<  declaration  made  to  the  fame  effe6l  in  fome  a6ls 
'  of  Parliament,  particularly  that  againft  occafional 
'  conformity.  And  yet,  when  we  fee  fuch  infring- 
'  ments  and  re{lri6lions  one  after  another,  put  up- 

*  on  our  liberty,  we  cannot  be  without  very  afflidt- 

*  ing  apprehenfions  what  the  confequence  of  thefe 
'  things  may  be  -,  efpecially  fince  it  is  flill  fuggeft- 

*  ed,  that  the  church  of  England  wants  further  fe- 

*  curities.  How  far  the  jealoufies  fome  have  con- 
'  ceived  againft  us  may   be   carried,    we   cannot 

*  tell ;  or  whether  ever  they  will  be  removed,  while 
'  we  have  any  liberty,  or  even  place,  left  us  in  our 

*  native  country. 

*  We  are  not  confcious  to  ourfelves,    that  we 

*  have  wilfully  abufed  the  indulgence  we  have  fo 

*  long  enjoyed  :  It  having  been  our  care  to  avoid 
'  the  juft  difpleafure  of  our  fuperiors.    And  while 

*  we  fee  the  favours  that  have  been  difpenfed  to 
'  thofe  in  North-Britain^  who  diffent  from  the  efta- 
'  blifhed  church  there,  and  obferve  her  Majefty's 

*  commendable  and  pious  zeal  to  recover  and  fe- 
'  cure  to  our  proteftant  brethren  beyond  fea,  the 

*  free  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  religious  rights, 

*  we  hope,  we  fhall  not  be  the  only  body  of  pro- 

*  teftants  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  even  in 

*  this  ferene  and  pacific  government,  that  fhall  be 

*  forced  to  labour  under  increafing  and  undeferv- 

*  ed  burthens. 
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*  We  have  taken  this  freedom,  Sir^  to  exprefs 

«  our  thoughts  to  you,  not  only  as  you  are  one  of 

*  our  reprefentatives,  but  becaufe  many  of  us  are 

*  known  to  you,  and  have  been  favoured  with  your 

*  friendly  converfation.     And  we  leave  it  with  you 

*  as  our  humble  requeft,  that  if  any  thing  we  have 

*  here  fuggefted  fhall  appear  to  you  reafonable  and 

*  proper,  you  would  offer  it  to  the  houfe  in  that 
'  advantageous  manner,  which  is  ufual  with  you. 
«  In  the  mean  time  we  fhall  not  ceafe  to  commit 

*  ourfelves,  our  poflerity,  and  all  our  caufe,  to 
'  that  great  and  good  GOD,  who  is  wonderful  in 

*  counfel^  and  excellent  in  working!" 

At  the  fame  time,  the  preslyterians^  or  proteflant 
dijfenters^  laid  before  the  Peers  the  following  reafons 
againfl  the  bill  : 

'  I.  T  T  will  in  a  great  meafure  fruflrate  the  aft 
X.  of  toleration.     2.  The  a6l  of  toleration  al- 

•  lowing  preachers  to  congregations  o^diffenting  pro- 
'  teftants^  mufl  imply  an  allowance  for  preparatory 
^  learning,    agreeable    to    their    own    perfuafion. 

•  3.  It  will  be  pradifing  the  contrary  at  home,  to 

•  what  her  Majefly  with  fo  much  zeal  hath  been 

•  endeavouring  for  the  perfecuted  proteftants  abroad. 
'  4.  It  will  immediately  ruin  fome  thoufands  of  fa- 

•  milies  ;  and  as  it  may  be  extended  in  the  execu- 
^  tion,  it  is  hard  to  know  how  far  it  may  prove  a 
'  detriment  to  many  trades  and  employments. 
'  5.  It  will  deprive  parents  of  the  liberty  of  edu- 
^  eating  their  children  according  to  their  own  fen- 
'  timenrs  and  confcience,  which  is  a  right  founded 
'  in  nature,  and  fo  far  claim'd  by  every  man,  that 
'  there  are  none  but  mufl  think  it  one  of  the  great- 

•  eft  hardfhips  to  be  deprived  of  it.     6.  Such  a 

•  method  taken  by  protefiants  with  their  brethren 
'  of  the  fame  religion,  will  lead  the  way  to,  and 
J  be  a^  flronger  plea  for,  papifts  in  the  like  pradices 

!  upon 
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«  upon  proteftants,  wherever  they  have  power. 
'  7.  It  may  be  of  dreadful  confequence  to  have  it 

<  left  in  the  power  of  a  fingle  Juftice  of  the  peace, 

<  to  interpret  this  law,  and  to  have  no  farther  way 
'  of  relief,  than  by  appeal  to  the  quarter-fefTions, 
*-  and  at  the  fame  to  be  liable  for  the  fame  offence 
'  to  a  vexatious  profecution  in  the  ecclefiafticai 
'  courts.     8.  It   has  a  tendency  farther   to  divide 

*  and  alienate  proteflants  one  from  another,   which 

*  will  be  a  means  to  weaken  the  proteftant  intereft, 
'  and  ftrengthen  the  common  enemy.     9.  It  does 

*  not  appear  how  this  bill  is  confident  with  what  has 

*  been  declared  to  be  the  dodrine  of  the  Church  of 

*  Englmd^ 

The  people  called  ^akers^  did  alfo  follow  the 
bill  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  with  the  following  rea- 
fons  againft  it. 

i.rr^HE  Church  of  England,  has  frequently  The  %*»- 
i  declared,  by  feveral  of  her  members,  in  a  fga-nft'iu"^ 
clerical  as  well  as  civil  capacity,  by  thofe  who 
framed  or  efpoufed  one  or  more  of  the  bills 
againft  occafional  conformity^  that  fbe  is  in  principle 
againft  perfecution^  and  for  preferving  the  toleration, 
2.  The  promoters  of  this  bill  may  pleafe  to  re- 
member, that  the  Queen  hath  declared  from  the 
throne,  that  fhe  will  maintain  the  toleration  invio^ 
lable.  3.  The/)r<5/^^;// fubje6ls  of  this  kingdom, 
who  are  parents  of  children,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
prefer ved  to  them,  by  the  fundamental  laws  of 
this  kingdom,  the  natural  right  of  the  care  and 
diredion  of  the  education  of  their  own  children  ; 
which  natural  right  this  bill  feems  calculated 
to  take  away  and  deftroy.  4,  If  the  governments, 
which  are  now  heathen  or  mahometan^  fhould  fall  into 
the  fame  policy,  the  fociety  which  the  Queen  hath 
incorporated  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in 
foreign  parts,   can  have  very   little,  if  any   good 
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ejflfe<^  or  faccefs.  5.  May  it  not  feem  an  objec- 
tion and  contradi6lion  to  the  many  princely  and 
chriftian  follicitations,  which  the  Queen  by  her 
Minfters  hath  made  at  foreign  courts,  on  the 
behalf  of  the  proteftants^  againft  the  violent  in- 
trufions  of  papifts^  into  their  rights  and  juft  pri- 
vileges ?  6.  It  may  be  a  means  to  oblige  the  carry- 
ing out  of  large  fums  of  money  for  foreign  edu- 
cation. 7.  It  may  probably  do  much  hurt  to  the 
charitable  foundations.  8.  It  feems  not  ro  be 
agreeable  to  that  great  law  of  Chriji^  Matt.  VII. 
12.  therefore  all  things  whatfoever  ye  would  that 
men  fljould  do  to  you^  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  :  For  this 
is  the  law  and  the  prophets. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Dutch  and  the  French  pro- 
tcftant  Churches  in  England^  finpe  King  Edward 
the  Vlth,  laid  their  cafe  before  the  Lords,  as 
follows : 

eafeofthe  ^T"^  H  A  T  they  were  firfl  allowed  and  efla- 
jyutch^^n^  J^  blilhed  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the 
fixth,  and  afterwards  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Eli- 
%ahethy  and  have  now  continued  in  this  nation  for 
above  one  hundred  and  fixty  years.  That  thofe 
Churches  were  and  are  compofed  of  fuch  perfons, 
who  themfelves  and  their  anceftors,  fled  out  of 
the  Netherlands^  France^  or  other  parts  beyond  the 
fea,  from  popifh  perfecution.  That  they  have 
introduced  into  this  realm,  feveral  very  great 
and  profitable  manufidures.  That  they  have  al- 
ways continued  very  dutiful  and  loyal  to  the  crown 
and  government.  That  in  the  ad  of  Uniformity, 
made  in  the  13th  and  14th  years  of  King  Charles 
the  fecond,  there  is  provifion  made,  and  a  claufe 
inferted  in  favour  of  the  faid  Churches.  That  to 
make  the  foreign  Churches  liable  to  penalties,  as 
if  they  were  fchifmatics,  would  be  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  Church  of  England^  who  hath  de- 
clared 
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clared,  that  (lie  doth  condemn  no  other  natioHj 
as  appears  at  the  head  of  common-prayer  books. 
A^  the  fame  would  furnifli  papifts  with  a  ftrong 
argument  for  perfecution  abroad,  and  contradi(5t 
her  Majefty's  chara6ler,  of  being  the  head  of  the 
proteftant  intereft  in  Europe:  And  how  contra- 
didory  would  it  look,  if  that  was  condemned  at 
home,  for  which  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  in- 
terpofe  her  royal  authority  at  this  very  time,  in  re- 
lation to  protefiants  in  Germany.  That  by  the  bill 
depending  (for  preventing  the  growth  of  fchifm, 
and  for  the  fether  fecurity  of  the  Church  01  Eng- 
land^ &c.)  thofe  that  fhall  be  prefent  at  the  public 
worfhip  of  the  faid  Dutch  and  French  Churches, 
may  be  liable  to  the  incapacities  in  the  faid  bill 
mentioned,  unlefs  a  claufe  be  inferted  for  their 
exemption.  Wherefore  it  h  humbly  hoped^  that  a 
provifo  or  claufe  may  by  added,  for  that  purpofe^ 
they  performing  their  exercife  in  the  Dutch  and 
French  languages. 

On  Friday  the  fourth  o^June,  the  Lords  in  a  full  J^aa\hefirft 
houfe,  read  the  bill  m  queftion,  the  firfl  time,  and  time  by  the 
the  Lord  Bolijigbroke  faid,  '  It  was  a  bill  of  the  laft  j^^bate  a- 

*  importance,  fince  it  concerned  the  fecurity  of  the  tout  it. 

*  Church  of  England,  which  is  the  beft  and  firmeft 
'  fupport  of  the  monarchy,  both  which,  all  good 

*  men,  and,  in  particular  that  auguft  aflembly,  v/ho 
«  derive  their    luftre   from,   and  are   nearefl,    the 

*  throne,  ought  to  have  moil  at  heart  :  iVnd  there- 
'  fore  his  Lordfiiip  moved,  that  it  fhould  be  ma- 
'  turely   confidcred,  and,  in  order  thereto,  that  it 

*  might  be  read  a  fecond  time.'  Hereupon  the  Lord 
Cowp^r  faid,  '  No  man  was  more  ready  than  him-  J^J^^?^'^ 

*  felf  to  do  every  thing  that  fhould  be  neceffary  to  fpeecha-! 

*  attain  the  feeming  intention  of  this  bill,  viz.  The  g^inft  the 
^  preventing  the  growth  of  fchifm,  and  the  further  fe- 

*  curing  of  the  Church  of  England  :    But,  that  the 

*  enading  part,  would  be  fo  far  from  anfwering  the 
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^  title  of  it,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  have  a 
'  quite  contrary  efFedt,  and  prove  equally  pernicious 

*  to  church  stnd  Jiate.'  His  Lordfhip  enlarged  on 
thofe  two  heads,  in  a  difcourfe  of  near  half  an  hour  ; 
and  among  other  things  reprefented,  '  That  inftead 
'  of  preventing  72-;^//;;^,  and  enlarging  the  pale  of  the 

*  Church,  this  bill  tended  to  ihtroduce  ignorance^  and 
'  its  infeparable  ^ttQnd3,nts,  fuperftition  and  irreligion. 

*  To  this  purpofe  his  Lordfhip  took  notice,  that  in 
^  many  country  towns,  readings  writings  and  gram-^ 

*  mar-fchooh^  were  chiefly  fupportedby  the  diJjenterSy 

*  not  only  for  the  inftru6tion  and  benefit  of  their 
'  own  children,  but  likewife  of  thofe  of  the  poor 

*  church-men  ;  fo  that  the  fupprefTing  of  thofe 
'  fchools,  would,  in  fome  places,  fupprefs  the  read- 
'  ing  of  the  holy  fcriptures.'  On  the  other  hand 
his  Lordfhip  obferved,  '  That  this  bill  flruck  at 
'  the  ancient  rights  and  prerogative  of  the  houfe  of 
^  Peers,  which,  by  the  confritution,  is  the  fupreme 

*  court  of  judicature,  and  the  dernier  refort  in  all 
'  caufcs,  whereas  by  this  bill,  the  Jujlices  of  the 
^  peace  were  empowered  finally  to  hear  and  determine 

*  the  offences  againfi  the  fame  :    My  I^ords^  added  he^ 

*  I  would  rather  enlarge  than  abridge  the  power  of 

*  Jufiices  of  the  peace ^  were  it   but  to  encourage 

*  Gentlemen  to  take  upon  them  an  office  fo  trou- 

*  blefome,  and,  at  the  fame  time,   fo  unprofitable, 

*  unlefs  it  be  perhaps,    in  the  county  of  Middlefex  : 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  never  confent  to  give  up 
«  the  birth-rights,  and  ancient  privileges  of  this 
^  augufl  affembly,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
'  be  a  member.' 

The  Earl  of  The  Earl  of  Wharton  fpoke  afterwards,  with  a 
i^^^c\v'V-  g^'est  deal  of  eloquence,  and  the  fubflance  of  his 
gaina  the  difcourfe  was,  '  That  he  was  agreeably  furprized 
'  to  fee,  that  fome  perfons  were  on  a  fudden  be-r 
^  come  fo  religions  as  to  fet  up  for  patrons  of  the 

*  Church :  But  that  he  could  not  but  wonder,  that 
^  the  perfons  who  had  beeii  educated  in  diffenting 

'  aca^ 
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*  academies^  which  he  could  point  at,  and  whofe 
'  tutors  he  could  name,  fhould  appear  the  moft  for- 

*  ward  in  fupprefling  them.  That  this  would  be 
'  but  an  indifferent  return  for  the  benefits  the  public 
'  had  received  from  thofe  fchools,  which  had  bred 
'  thofe  great  men,  who  had  made  fo  glorious  a  peace ^ 
'  and  treaties  that  execute  themfelves  ;  who  had  ob- 

*  tained  fo  great  advantages  for  our  commerce  ;  and 

*  who  had  paid  the  public  debts,  without  further 
'  charge  to  the  nation  :  So  that  he  could  fee  no  rea- 

*  fon  there  was  to  fupprefs  thofe  academies^    unlefs 

*  it  were  an  apprehenfion,  that  they  might  Hill  pro- 
'  duce  greater  genius's,   that  fhould  drown  the  me- 

*  rits  and  abilities  of  thofe  great  men.     My  Lords, 

*  continued  he,  to  be  ferious,  it  is  no  lefs  melan- 
'  choly  than  furprizing,    that  at  a  time,    when  the 

*  court  of  France  profecutes  the  defign  they  have 
'  long  fmce  laid,    to  extirpate  our  holy  religion  ; 

*  when  not  only  fecret  practices  are  ufed,  to  impofe 

*  a  popifh  pretender  on  thefe  realms,    but  men  are 

*  publickly  inlifted  for  his  fervice  :  It  is  melancholy 
^  and  furprizing,  I  fay,  that  at  this  very  time,  a  bill 

*  fhould  be  brought  in,    which  cannot  but  tend  to 

*  divide  froteftants^  and  confequently  to  weaken 
'  their  interefts,  and  haften  their  ruin  :  But  then  the 
'  wonder  will  ceafe,  if  we  confider  what  mad-men 

*  were  the  contrivers  and  promoters  of  this  bill.* 
My  Lord  Wharton^  excepted  alfo  againft  the  word 
fchifm^  with  which  the  frontifpiece  of  this  bill  was 
fet  off;  and  faid,  '  \:  was  fomewhat  ftrange,  they 
'  fhould  call  fchifm  in  England^  what  is  the  eftahlifh- 

*  ed  religion  in  Scotland  \  and  therefore,  if  the  Lords, 
'  who  reprefented  the  nobility  of  that  part  of  Great- 

*  Britain^  were  for  this  bill,  he  hoped,  that  in  order 

*  to  be  even  with  us,  and  confillent  with  them- 
'  felves,  they  would  move  for  the  bringing  in  ano- 

*  ther  hill  to  prevent  the  growth  of  fchifm  in  their 
'  country?  He  faid  alfo  on  another  occafion,  for 
his  Lordfhip  fpoke  more  than  once,  *  That  both  in 

'  this 
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*  this  bill,  and  in  the  fpeeches  of  thofe  who  de- 
'  clared  for  it,    feveral  laws  were  recited  and  al- 

*  ledged :    But  that  there  was  a  law  that  had  not 

*  yet  been  mentioned  :    I  expeded,  added  he^  that 

*  venerable  hench^    turning  to  the  Bifhops,    would 

*  have  put  us  in  mind  of  it  •,    but  fince  they  are 

*  pleafed  to  be  filent  in  this  debate,    I  will  myfelf 

*  tell  them,  that  it  is  the  law  of  the  Gospel,  to 

*  do  unto  others^  as  we  would  be  done  unto.'' 

The  Earls  of  Abingdon  and  Angle  fey  fpoke  after- 
wards for  the  bill,  and  the  latter  faid,  among  other 
horiAr.gk-  things,  '  That  the  diffenters  were  equally  dangerous 
Ifr'thebiit   '  both  to  cbuTcb  2ind  jflate ',    that  they  were  irrecon- 
'  cileable  enemies  to  the  eflablifhed  church  -,  which 
'  they  had  fufficientiy  manifefted  in  the  late  King 

*  James  the  fecond's  reign,  when,  in  order  to  obtain 
'  a  toleration,  they  joined  themfelves  with  the  pa- 

*  pifts  \  and  that  they  had  rendered  themfelves  un- 

*  worthy  of  the  indulgence  the  church  of  England 

*  granted  them  at  the  revolution,  by  endeavouring 

*  to  engrofs  the  education  of  youth  ;  for  which  pur- 

*  pofe  they  had  fet  up  fchools  and  academies  in  mofl 

*  cities  and  towns  of  the  kingdom,    to  the  great 

*  detriment  of  the  univerfitles,  and  danger  of  the 

*  eflablifhed  church.' 

Lord  BaUi-       The  Lord  HalUfax  fpoke  on  the  other  fide,  and, 

{g2/The^  among  other  things,  faid,  '  That  the  very  bringing 

till.  '  in  of  this  bill  was  injurious  to  the  ^een  -,    and  he 

'  could  not  believe  her  Majefly  would  ever  give  her 

'  royal  affent  to  fuch  a  law,    after  the  folemn  de- 

*  claration  fhe  had  made  from  the  throne,  that 
'  flie  would  inviolably  maintain  the  toleration^  which 
'  this  bill  vifibly  flruck  at.  He  added^  that  her 
'  Majefly  made  it  the  glory  of  her  reign,  to  follow 

*  the  fleps  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  who  had  not  only 
'  entertainad  and  protected  the  reform^ed  Walloons., 
'  who  took  fani^luary  in  her  dominions,  from  the 
'  Spanijh  inquifition,  but  had  like  wife  allowed  them 

*  the  public  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  caufed  a 

*  claufe 
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*  claiJfc  in  their  favour  to  be  inferted  in  the  a6t  of 

*  uniformity.  That  thereby  that  wife  and  glorious 
'  Queen  had  vaftly  increafed   the  wealth   of  her 

*  realms,  the  Walloons  having  fettled  here  the  wool- 
«  len  manufadtures,  which  are  the  bed  branch  of  the 

*  national  trade.  That  the  prote(5lion  and  encou- 
<  ragement,  the  late  King  William  and  Queen  Mary^ 
*■  and  her  prefent  Majefty,  had  given  to  the  French 

*  refugees,  had  proved  no  lefs  advantageous  to  Great- 

*  Britain,     And  therefore  it  would  be  a  piece  of 

*  barbarity  to  make  an  aft,   which  fhould  debar 

*  many  French  proteftants  of  means  of  fubfifting,  ei- 
^  ther  by  keeping  public  fchools,    or  teaching  in 

*  private  families  ;  efpecially  confidering  their  late 
'  hard  ufage,  the  government  not  having,  for  above 

*  three  years  paft,  paid  them  any  part  of  the  fif- 
'  teen  thoufand  pounds  per  annum^  allowed  by  Par- 

*  liament  in  the  civil  lift,  towards  the  maintenance 

*  of  their  Minifters,  and  poor.'  His  Lordihip 
concluded  with  taking  notice  '  of  the  fatal  con- 
'  fequences  of  perfecuting  the  dijfenters  in    King 

*  Charles  the  firil's  reign,  which  kindled  a  furious 
'  and  unnatural  civil  war  •,  and  ended  in  the  total 
'  overthrow  o^  church  zxidftate^  and  in  the  King's 
'  parricide.' 

The  Lord  Vifcount  'Townpend  fpoke  on  the  fame  The  Lord 
fide,  and,  among  other  arguments,  '  reprefented  the  ^'^ht^-"  * 

*  ill  effe6ts  of  perfecution  in  general :    He  faid  to  g^^nii  the 

*  that  purpofe,  That  he  had  lived  a  long  time  in 
'  Holland ;  and  had  obferved,  that  the  wealth  and 

*  ftrength  of  that  great  and  powerful  common- 
'  wealth,  lies  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants :  But 

*  that  he  was  perfuaded,  that  if  the  States  fliould 
'  caufe  the  fchools  of  any  one  fedt  tolerated  in  the 

*  united  provinces^    to  be  fhut  up,    they  would  be 

*  foon  as  thin  of  people,  as  Sweden  or  Spain ^  where- 
^  as  they  now  fwarm  with  inhabitants.' 

The 
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The  Lord  North  and  Gre}\    who  fpoke  ift-  the 

bill,    maintained  the  general  affertion  of  his  party, 

viz.    That  the  church   was    in  danger   from   the 

The  Earl  of  growth  o^  fcMfmatics ,     The  Earl  of  Nottingham 

flZ["^'      f^'d  thereupon,    '  He  owned  he  had  formerly  beeh 

fpeech.        «  of  Opinion,    that  the  occafional  conformity  of  dif- 

*  [enters^  was  dangerous  to  the  eftablilhed  church  ; 

*  and  therefore  he  ever  promoted  the  hill  to  prevent 

*  it:  But  that  the  church  having  now  that  fecurity, 
'  he  believed  her  fafe  and  out  of  danger  ;  and  there- 

*  fore  he  thought  himfelf,    in  confcience,    obliged 

*  to  oppofe  fo  barbarous  a  law  as  this,  which  tend- 

*  ed  to  deprive  parents  of  their  natural  right  of  edu- 

*  eating  their  own  children.  He  added^  he  had  ob- 
'  ferved,    both  from   hiftory,    and  his  own  expe- 

*  rience,    that  all  the  perfecutions  that  had  been 

*  raifed  m  England  againft  fchifmatics^    originally 

*  proceeded  from,  and  tended  to  favour  popery.* 
His  Lordfhip  likewife  excepted  againft  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  enadls,  nat  any  perfon  who  Jhould 
keep  any  public  or  private  fchool,  or  injiru5i  any  youth 
as  tutor ^  jhould  have  a  licence  of  the  refpe5five  Arch- 
hifhop  or  Bijhop  of  the  place.,  Sec.    '  My  Lords,  faid 

*  he^  I  have  many  children ;  and  I  know  not  whe- 

*  ther  God  Almighty  will  vouchfafe  to  let  me 

*  live,  to  give  them  the  education  I  could  wifli  they 
'  had :  Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  own  I  tremble 
*•  when  I  think,  that  a  certain  Divine,  who  is  hard- 
'  ly  fufpe6led  of  being  a  Chrijlian.,  is  in  a  fair  way 

*  of  being  a  Bifliop,  and  may  one  day  give  licences 

*  to  thofe,  who  fhall  be  entrufled  with  the  inftruc- 
'  tion  of  youth.' 

Some  other  Lords  made  fpeeches  for  and  againft 

The  Lord    the  bill :    But  the  Lord  High  Treafurer,  contented 

fpeech^  '  himfelf  with  faying,    '  That  he  had  not  yet  confi- 

'  dered  of  it :  But  when  he  had,  he  would  vote  ac- 

*  cording  as  it  fhould  appear  to  him,  to  be  either 
'  for  the  good  or  detriment  of  his  country :  And 
'  therefore  he  was  for  reading  the  bill  a  fecond 

<  time.* 
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'  time :'  Which  was  agreed  to,  without  dividing, 
and  put  off  to  the  Monday  following. 

After  this,    the  Dijjenters  prefented  a  petition,  Petition  of 
praying,  that  they  might  be  heard  by  their  counfel  f^rsf'tfll 
againft  the  bill  ;  but  the  fame  was  rejected  by  a  heard  by 
majority  of  72  votes  againft  66  :  It  was  obferved,  rej^aeT^^' 
that  on  this  occafion,  the  Earl  of  Paulet^  the  Lord 
Foley^  the  Lord  Manfel^  and  fome  other  friends  of 
the  Lord  Treafurer,  voted  with  the  JVhig  Lords, 
for  the  allowing  the  faid  petition  ;    and  that  the 
Lord  Treafurer  himfelf  went  out  of  the  houfe,  that 
he  might  not  be  obliged  to  declare  on  either  fide, 
which  ftrengthened  their  opinion,  who  thought  this 
bill  to  be  levelled  againft  his  Lordfhip. 

On  Monday  the  7th  of  June^  the  Lords  read  the  The  bin  read 
faid  bill  a  fecond  time  -,  and  referred  it  to  a  Com-  and^commTt! 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the  JVednefday  following;  ^^-^* 
after  which  their  Lordftiips  took  into  confideration, 
the  cafe  of  the  Butch  and  French  Proteftant  Churches  a  chufe  in 
abovementioned,    (which  had  been   prefented  the  ^^^"^' ^^^^J"^ 
Saturday  before)  and  after  a  fmall  debate,  it  was  Frem-h 
carried,  without  dividinfj,  that  a  claufe  fhould  be  f^/^f^^^  *' 
inferred  in  the  bill,  in  fcvour  of  the  faid  Churches. 

On  the  9th  of  Jime^  their  Lordfhips  in  a  Com-  The  Lords 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  of  which  his  Grace  the  ^""^"^"tj^, 

T  J       A       1  1   •  n  c    nr      7  ^       r  y^i      •  ^^  ^"^  whole 

Lord   Archbilliop  or  lork  was  chofen  Chairman,  houie,  make 
took  the  faid  bill  into  confideration,  and  examined  ^^^^'f  \ 

,  1        r  mendmcnts 

the  fame  paragraph  by  paragraph,  from  one  in  the  to  the  bui. 
afternoon,  till  eight  in  the  evening.     The  Lord 
Bifhop  of  London,  who  was  one  of  the  firft  that 
fpoke  in  this  day's  debate,  faid,    '  That  the  D//- 

*  /enters  had  made  this  bill  neceffary,  by  their  en- 
^  deavours  to  propagate  their  fchifm^  and  to  draw 
'  the  children  of  Church-men  to  their  fchools  and 

*  academies.'  To  which  the  Lord  Hallifix  anfwer- 
ed,  '  That  what  they  did,  was  with  the  knowledge 
'  and  confent  of  the  parents,  who,  in  many  places, 
'  had  not  fufficient  means  to  educate  their  own 
'I  children  j  and  his  Lordihip  took  from  thence  oc- 

*  cafion 
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«  cafion  to  move.  That  fince  this  bill  was  occafion- 
«  ed,  as  was  fuggefted,  by  the  Dijfenters  endea- 
'  vouring  to  engrofs  the  education  of  the  youth  of 
*  both  perfuafions,  they  might  be  allowed  fchools 
'  to  inflrudl  their  own  children  ?'  Which  motion 
being  formed  into  a  queftion,  was  debated  for  near 
three  hours.  The  Lords  Cowper  and  Hallifax^  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland^  and  fome  other  Peers,  made 
feveral  fpeeches  for  the  afErmative.  But  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Bolinghroke^  the  Earl  of  Anglefey^  the  Duke 
of  Bucks^  the  Earl  of  Abingdon^  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, infifted  on  the  negative,  which  was,  at  laft, 
carried,  by  62  votes  againft  48.  After  this,  it  was 
moved,  that  the  Bijjenters^  might,  at  leaft,  be  fuf- 
fered  to  have  fcbool  mijlrejj'es,  to  teach  their  children 
to  read,  which,  after  a  debate  of  about  half  an  hour, 
was  carried  without  dividing.  As  was  alfo  a  claufe, 
That  this  aB  Jhould  not  extend  to  any  per  [on  who  jhould 
injlru^f  youth  in  readings  writings  arithmetic^  or  any 
part  of  mathematical  learning  only,  fo  far  as  fuch  ma- 
thematical learning  relates  to  navigation,  or  any  me^ 
chanical  art  only.  Then  their  Lordfhips  examined 
that  part  of  the  bill,  whefeby  the  convidlion  of 
offenders  againft  this  ad  was  left  to  the  Juftices  of 
the  peace  \  and  after  a  warm  difpute,  it  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  59  votes  againft  54,  that  the  con- 
vision  Ihould  be  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice, 
viz.  upon  an  information,  prefentment,  or  indiSment 
in  any  of  her  Majefty^s  courts  of  record  at  Weft- 
mifter,  or  at  the  ajizes,^  or  before  Jujlices  of  Oyer 
and  'Terminer.  The  court-party  finding  by  this  laft 
divifion,  that  they  loft  confiderable  ground,  and 
being  apprehenfive,  that  otlier  amendments,  which 
would  render  the  bill  altogether  ufelefs,  might  be 
carried,  moved,  that  the  chairman  Ihould  leave  the 
chair,  in  order  to  adjourn  ;  but  though  the  con- 
trary party,  at  firft,  oppofed  it ;  yet,  after  fome 
debate,  upon  the  penalties  to  be  inflicted  on  the 

offenders. 
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offenders,  both  parties  being  equally  tired,  the  houfe 
adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

Accordingly,  on  'Thurfday  the  loth  oljiine^  the 
Lords  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  refumed 
the  debate  about  the  penalties ;  and  fixed  the  fame 
to  three  months  imprifonment  ;  after  which  it  was 
moved,  and  agreed,  That  perfons  aggrieved,  might 
appeal  from  ecdefmftical  cenfures,  as  in  cafes  of  ordina- 
ry jurifdi^fion.  A  claufe  was  afterwards  propofed, 
and  carried,  to  exempt  from  the  penalties  of  this 
act,  any  tutor  who  fhall  he  employed  by  any  Nobleman^ 
or  Noblewoman^  to  teach  in  their  families^  provided  fuch 
tutor  do^  in  every  refpe5i  qualify  himfelf  according  to 
this  a5l^  except  only  in  that  of  taking  a  licence  from  the 
Bifhop.  There  was  no  divifion  upon  thefe  queilions, 
but  the  debate  lafted  till  fix  in  the  evening 

The  next  day,-  their  Lordihips,  flill  in  a  grand  ^^^''"^y^^^J^ 
committee,  confidered  further  of  the  bill  to  prevent  to  irdand, 
the  growth  of  fchifm^  &c.    And  the  Earl  of  Anglefey 
moved,  that  a  claufe  might  be  inferted  in  it,  to  ex- 
tend this  adl  to  Ireland :  Which,  after  fome  debate 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  majority  of 
one  voice  only  ;  after  which  it  was  ordered  that  the 
amendments  made  to  the  bill,  fhould  be  reported 
to  the  houfe  the  Monday  following.     Accordingly, 
on  the   14th  of  June^    the  Archbifhop  of  T'ork^ 
made  the  faid  rq^ort ;  and  feveral  fevers  fpeeches 
were  made  againil  the  claufe,  to  extend  this  bill 
to   Ireland  \  particularly  by  the  Duke  of  Shrewf-  Oppofed  by 
bury^  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  kingdom,  who  b€\r\g\hretvjhlry, 
juft|reLurned  frcm  thence,  took,  that  critical  day, 
his  feat  in  the  hoijjp :  But  the  queilion  being  put, 
it  v/25  carried  by  57  votes  againil  51,  that  the  faid 
claufe  fhould  Rand,  and  ordered  that  the  bill,  with 
the  othf^r  amendments,  which  were  approved,  lliould 
be  engroffed.     The  next  day,  the  faid  engroifed  TbebiUpai; 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  after  a  fmall  de-  oV Lords!'"' 
bate,  it  was  carried  by  77  votes  againil  72,  that  the 
bill  do  pafs.     This  done,  the  Lords  fent  a  meif^ge 

to 
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to  the  Commons,  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  faid 
bill  with  amendments^  to  which  they  defired  the  con- 
currence of  that  houfe.  The  faid  bill  was  as  fol- 
lows •,  the  amendments  being  printed  in  Italic, 


An  a5i  to  prevent  the  growth  of  Schifm^    and 
for  the  further  fecurity  of  the  Churches  of 
England  a?td  Ireland,  as  by  law  ejlablijhed. 

l^knl  ^'^^  T  T  r  H  E  R  E  A  S  by  an  aa  of  Parliament  made 
at  engt  .  ^^  \^  ^\^q_  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of 
his  late  Majefly  King  Charles  the  fecond,  intituled. 
An  a5f  for  the  uniformity  of  public  prayers^  and  ad- 
minijlration  of  Sacraments^  and  other  rites  and  ce- 
remonies \  and  for  ejlablifhing  the  form  of  makings 
ordaining^  and  confecrating  Bifhops^  Priefls^  and 
Deacons  in  the  Church  of  England,  it  is,  amongft 
other  things,  ena6led,  That  every  School- mafter, 
keeping  any  public  or  private  fchool,  and  every 
perfon  inftrufting  or  teaching  any  youth,  in  any 
houfe  or  private  family,  as  a  Tutor  or  School- 
mafter,  fhould  fubfcribe  before  his  or  their  re- 
fpedlive  Archbifliop,  Bifhop,  or  Ordinary  of  the 
diocefe,  a  declaration  or  acknowledgement,  in 
which,  amongft  other  things,  was  contained  as 
follows,  viz,  I  A.  B.  do  declare^  that  I  will  con- 
form to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  as  it  is 
now  by  law  efiablifhed\  and  if  any  School-ma  fter, 
or  other  perfon  inftru6ling  or  teaching  youth  in 
any  private  houfe  or  family^  as  a  Tutor  or 
School-mafter,  lliould  inftruft  or  teach  any  youth 
as  a  Tutor  or  School-mafter,  before  licence  ob- 
tained from  his  refpedive  Archbifhop,  Bifhop,  or 
Ordinary  of  the  diocefe,  according  to  the  laws 
and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  for  which  he  Ihould 
pay  twelve  pence  only,  and  before  fuch  fubfcrip- 

tion 
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tion  and  acknowledgment  made,  as  aforefaid^ 
then  every  iuch  School-mailer  and  other,  in- 
ftrudling  and  teaching,  as  aforefaid,  fhould,  for 
the  firft  offence,  fuffer  three  months  imprifon- 
ment,  without  bail  or  mainprize,  and  alfo  for- 
feit to  his  Majedy  the  fum  of  five  pounds.  And 
whereas  notwithftanding  the  faid  ad,  fundry  Pa^ 
fifts  and  other  perfons  dilTenting  from  the  church 
of  England^  have  taken  upon  them  to  inltrud: 
and  teach  youth,  as  Tutors  or  School  matters, 
and  have  for  fuch  purpofe,  openly  fet  up  fchools 
and  feminaries,  whereby,  if  due  and  fpeedy  re- 
medy be  not  had,  great  danger  might  enfue  to 
this  church  and  ftate :  For  the  making  the  faid 
recited  ad  more  effedual,  and  preventing  the 
danger  aforefaid.  Be  it  enaded  by  the  Queen's 
mod  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  alfem- 
bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  eve- 
ry perfon  or  perfons  who  fhali,  from  and  after 
the  firft  day  of  Juguft  next  enfuing,  keep  any 
public  or  private  fchool  or  feminary,  or  teach 
or  inftrud  any  youth  as  Tutor  or  School-mafter, 
within  that  part  of  Great-Britain  called  England^ 
the  dominion  of  Wales ^  or  town  of  Berwick  on 
"Tweeds,  before  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  have 
fubfcribed  fo  much  of  the  faid  declaration  and  ac- 
knowledgment, as  is  before  recited,  and  fhall  have 
had  and  obtained  a  licence  from  the  refpedive 
Archbifhop,  Bifhop,  or  Ordinary  of  the  place, 
under  his  feal  of  ofiice  (for  which  the  party  fhall 
pay  one  fhilling  and  no  more,  over  and  above  the 
duties  payable  to  her  Majefly  for  the  fame)  and 
fhall  be  thereof  lawfully  convided,  upon  an  in- 
formation, prefentment,  or  indi^ment,  in  any  of  her 
Majejlfs  courts  of  record  at  Weftminfter,  or  at  the 
ajfizes^  or  before  Jufiicei  of  oyer  and  ter miner y  fhall 
Vol.  VI.  Q^  and 
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and  may  be  committed  to  the  common  goal  of  fuch 
county,  riding,  city,  or  town-corporate,  as  afore- 
faid,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  main-prize, 
for  the  fpace  of  three  months,  to  commence  from 
the  time,  that  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  fhalJ  be  re- 
ceived into  the  faid  goal. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  hereby  enadled,  that 
no  licence  Hiall  be  granted  by  any  Archbifhop,  Bi- 
fhip,  or  Ordinary,  unlefs  the  perfon  or  perfons 
who  Ihall  fue  for  the  fame,  fhall  produce  a  certi- 
ficate, of  his  or  their  having  received  the  facra- 
ment,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  church  of 
England^  in  fome  parifh  church,  within  the  fpace 
of  one  year  next  before  the  grant  of  fuch  licence, 
under  the  hand  of  the  Minifter,  and  one  of  the 
church- wardens  of  the  faid  parifh,  nor  until  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  fhall  have  taken  and  fubfcribed, 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  abjura- 
tion, as  appointed  by  law,  and  jJjall  have  made 
and  fubfcribed  the  declaration  againfi  tranfiibfiantia- 
tion^  contained  in  the  a5i  made  in  the  twenty^fifth 
'year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II,  intituled. 
An  aU  for  preventing  dangers  which  may  happen 
fro?n  popifh  recufants^  before  the  faid  Archbifhop, 
Bifhop,  or  Ordinary  •,  which  faid  oaths  and  dc' 
clarations,  the  faid  Archbifhop,  Bifhop,  or  Ordi- 
nary, are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  ad- 
minifter  and  receive ;  and  fuch  Archbifhops,  Bi- 
Ihops,  or  Ordinaries,  are  required  to  file  fuch 
certificates,  and  keep  an  exadl  regifter  of  the 
fame,  and  of  the  taking  and  fubfcribing  fuch  oaths 
and  declarations. 

And  be  it  further  enadled,  by  the  authority  a- 
forefaid,  that  any  perfon  who  fhall  have  obtained 
a  licence,  and  fubfcribed  the  declarations^  and 
taken  and  fubfcribed  the  oaths,  as  above  ap- 
pointed, and  ihall,  at  any  time  after,  du- 
ring 
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ring  the  time  of  his  or  their  keeping  any  pub- 
lic or  private  fchool  or  feminary,  or  inftrudting 
any  youth  as  Tutor  or  School- inafter,  knowingly 
or  willingly,  refort  to  or  be  prefent  at  any 
conventicle,  aflembJy,  or  meeting,  within  Eng- 
land,  IVales,  or  town  of  Berwick  upon  "Tweedy 
for  the  exercife  of  religion  in  any  other  man- 
ner, than  according  to  the  liturgy  and  pracftice  of 
the  church  of  England,  or  (hall  knowingly  and 
willingly,  be  prefent  at  any  meeting  or  alTem- 
bly  for  the  exercife  of  religion,  although  the  li- 
turgy be  there  ufed,  where  her  Majeity  fwhom 
God  long  preferve)  and  the  Eledor  of  Brunfwick,  ot, 
fuch  others  as  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  law- 
fully appointed  to  be  prayed  for,  (hall  not  there 
be  prayed  for  in  exprefs  words,  according  to  the 
liturgy  of  the  church  of  England,  except  where  fuch 
particular  offices  of  the  liturgy  are  ufed,  wherein^ 
there  are  no  exprefs  dire^ions  to  pray  for  her  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  royal  family,  fhall  be  liable  to  the  pe- 
nalties in  this  ad,  and  fhall  from  thence  forth  be 
incapable  of  keeping  any  public  or  private  fchool 
or  feminary,  or  inftru6ling  any  youth,  as  Tutor 
or  fchool- mafter. 

And  be  it  further  enadfed,  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  if  any  perfon  licenfed,  as  afore- 
faid,  fhall  teach  any  other  catechifm  than  the  ca- 
techifm  in  forth  in  the  hook  of  common  prayer,  the 
licence  of  fuch  perfon,  fhall  be  liable  to  the  penal- 
ties of  this  a6t. 

And  be  it  further  enadted  by  the  authority  a- 
forefaid,  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and 
for  the  Bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  or  other  proper  Or- 
dinary, to  cite  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever, 
keeping  fchool  or  feminary,  or  teaching  without 
licence,  as  aforefaid,  and  to  proceed  againft  and 
punilh  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  by  ecclefiaftical 
cenfure,  fuhje^l  to  fuch  appeals,  as  in  cafes  of  ordinary 
Q^  2  jurlfdiBlon  j 
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jurifdi5lion  ;  this  ad  or  any  other  Jaw  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding. 

Provided  always,  that  no  perfon  offending  a- 
gainft  this  ad:,  fhall  be  punifhed  twice  for  the 
fame  offence. 

Provided  alfo.  That  where  any  perfon  Jhall  he 
frofecuted  without  fraud  or  covin^  in  any  of  the 
courts  aforefaid,  for  any  offence  contrary  to  this  a^t 
the  fame  perfon  jhall  not  be  afterwards  profecuted  for 
the  fame  offence  in  any  of  the  faid  courts^  whilfi  fuch 
former  profecution  fhall  be  pending  and  carried  on^ 
without  any  wilful  delay  *,  and  in  cafe  of  any  fuch 
after 'profecution  y  the  perfon  fo  doubly  profecuted  may 
alledge,  plead,  or  fjjew  forth  in  his  defence  againft  the 
fame^  fuch  former  profecution,  pending,  or  judg- 
ment, or  fentence  thereupon  given,  the  faid 
pleader  firft  making  oath  before  the  Judge  or 
Judges  of  the  court,  when  fuch  after-profecution 
Ihall  be  pending,  and  which  faid  oath  he  or  they 
are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  adminifter, 
that  the  faid  prior-profecution  was  not  commenced 
or  carried  on  by  his  means,  or  with  his  confent  or 
procurement,  or  by  any  fraud  or  collufion  of  any 
other  perfon  to  his  knowledge  or  belief. 

Provided  always,  that  this  adt,  or  any  thing 
therein  contained,  fhall  not  extend,  or  be  con- 
flrued  to  extend,  to  any  Tutor  teaching  or  inftrudl- 
ing  youth  in  any  College  or  Hall,  within  either 
of  the  Univerfities  of  that  part  of  Great-Britain^ 
called  England  \  nor  to  any  Tutor  who  fhall  be  em- 
ployed  by  any  Nobleman  or  Noblewoman^  to  teach  hiSy 
or  her  own  children^  grand-children,  or  great  grand- 
children only,  in  his  or  her  family  •,  provided  fuch 
Tutor ^  fo  teaching  in  any  Nobleman^ s  or  Noblewoman^ s 
family,  do  in  every  refpeEl  qualify  himfelf  according 
to  this  a5i,  except  only  in  that  of  taking  a  licence  from 
the  Bifhop, 

m 
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Provided  alfo,  that  the  pemlties  in  this  aEi  Jhall 
not  extend  to  any  foreigner^  or  alien  of  the  foreign 
reformed  churches^  allowed y  or  to  he  allowed y  by  the 
^een*s  Majefiy^  her  heirs y  and  fucceJforSy  in  Eng- 
land, for  inflru^ing  or  teaching  any  child  or  children 
of  any  fuch  foreigner  or  alien  only^  as  a  Tutor  or 
School-fnafter, 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enafted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  perfon,  who 
Ihall  have  been  convidled,  as  aforefaid,  and  there- 
by made  incapable  to  teach  or  inftrudt  any  youth, 
as  aforefaid,  Ihall,  after  fuch  convidtion,  conform 
to  the  church  of  England  for  the  fpace  of  one  year, 
without  having  been  prefent  at  any  conventicle, 
aflcmbly,  or  meeting,  as  aforefaid,  and  receive  the 
facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  according  to  the 
rites  and  ufage  of  the  church  of  England^  at  leaft 
three  times  in  that  year,  every  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
fons  fhall  be  again  capable  of  having  and  ufing  a 
licence,  to  teach  fchool,  or  to  inftrudl  youth  as 
a  Tutor  or  School-mafter,  he  or  they  alfo  per- 
forming all  that  is  made  requifite  thereunto  by  this 
ad. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  It  further  enadled,  that 
every  fuch  perfon,  fo  convicted,  and  afterwards 
conforming,  in  manner  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  at  the 
next  term  after  his  being  admitted  to,  or  taking 
upon  him  to  teach  or  inftrudl:  youth,  as  aforefaid, 
make  oath  in  writing,  in  fome  one  of  her  Maje- 
fty's  courts  at  IVeftminfter^  in  public  and  open 
court,  or  at  the  next  Quarter- feflions  for  that  coun- 
ty or  place  where  he  fhall  relide,  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon,  that 
he  hath  conformed  to  the  church  of  England  for 
the  fpace  of  one  year  before  fuch  his  admilTion, 
without  having  been  prefent  at  any  conventicle, 
afifembly,  or  meeting,  as  aforefaid,  and  that  he  hath 
received  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper  at 

as  leaft 
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lead  three  times  in  the  year,  which  oath  Ihall  be 
there  enrolled,  and  kept  upon  record. 

Provided  always,  thai  this  aB  jhall  not  extend, 
or  he  coiifirued  to  extend  to  any  per/on,  who  as  a 
Tutor,  or  School-majler,  jhall  inftru5l  youth  in  read- 
ing,  writing,  arithmetic,  or  any  'part  of  the  mathema- 
tical learning  only,  fo  far  as  fuch  mathematical  learn- 
ing, relates  to  navigation,  or  any  mechanical  art  only, 
and  fo  as  fuch  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  or  ma- 
thematical  learning,  jhall  he  taught  in  the  Englifli 
tongue  only. 

And  whereas  hy  an  aEl  of  Parliament  made  in 
Ireland,  in  the  lyth  and  18/^  years  of  his  faid  late 
Majefly  King  Charles  II,  intituled.  An  a6l  for 
the  uniformity  of  public  prayers,  and  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  facraments  and  other  rites  and  cere- 
monies ',  and  for  eftablidiing  the  form  of  making, 
ordaining,  and  confecrating  of  the  Biihops,  Priefts, 
and  Deacons  in  the  church  of  Ireland  -,  It  is  ena^ed 
concerning  School-mafters  and  other  perfons  in- 
ftruding  youth  in  private  families  in  Ireland,  as  in 
and  by  the  above  recited  ad  is  enadled,  concerning 
School-mafters  and  others  inftruding  youth  in 
private  families  in  that  part  of  Great-Britain  called 
England  :  And  whereas  it  is  reafonahle,  where  law 
is  the  fame,  the  remedy  and  means  for  enforcing  the 
execution  of  the  law  jhould  he  the  jame :  Be  it  there- 
fore enaEled  hy  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and 
every  the  remedies,  provijions,  and  claufes,  in  and  hy 
this  a5i  given,  made,  and  ena5fed,  jhall  extend,  and 
be  deemed,  conflrued,  and  adjudged  to  extend  to  Ireland, 
in  as  full  and  effe^ual  a  7nanner  as  i/"  Ireland  hadheen 
expreply  named  and  mentioned  in  all  and  every  the 
claufes  in  this  aEi. 

Protefts  of        Several  Lords  entered  and  figned  the  following 
Snft^he'^'  proteft  againft  this  bill,  viz. 

fchifm  bill. 

Bid 
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Die  Mart  is  15  J  unity   17 14. 

Hodie  3^  vice  leSia  eft  hilla^  intituled.  An  ad  to 
prevent  the  growth  of  fchifm,  and  for  the  further 
fecurity  of  the  church  of  England^  as  by  law  efta- 
blifhed. 

Contents  56  7         Thc  qucftioH  was  put,  whether  this 
Proxies    21  J  77         |^|jj^  ^-^j^  ^l^^  amendments,  fhail 

pafs? 
Not  Com.  49  7  ^     It    was    refolved    in    the    affirma- 

Proxies       23  5  7*  ^j^^^ 

Dijfentient* 

We  cannot  apprehend  (as  the  bill  recites)  that 
great  danger  may  enfue  from  the  DiJfenterSy  to  the 
church  and  ftate. 

Becaufe,  I.  By  law  no  Bijfenter  is  capable  of  any 
llation  which  can  be  fuppofed  to  render  him  dan- 
gerous. 

And  fince  the  feveral  fedls  of  Dijfenters  differ 
from  each  other  as  much  as  they  do  from  the  efta- 
blilhed  church,  they  can  never  form  of  themfelvesa 
national  church  :  nor  have  they  any  temptation  to 
fet  up  any  one  fed  among  them  :  For  in  that  cafe, 
all  that  the  other  feds  can  expedt,  is,  only  a  tole- 
ration, which  they  already  enjoy  by  the  indulgence 
of  the  ftate  \  and  therefore,  'tis  their  intereft  to 
fupport  the  eftablifhed  church  againft  any  other 
fed  that  would  attempt  to  deftroy  it. 

II.  If  neverthelefs  the  Dijfenters  were  dangerous, 
feverity  is  not  fo  proper  and  effedual  a  method  to 
reduce  them  to  the  church,  as  a  charitable  indul- 
gence,  as  is  manifeft  by  experience,  there  having 
been  more  Dijfenters  reconciled  to  the  church  fincef 

0^4  thc^ 
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the  aifl  of  toleration,  than  in  all  the  time  fince  the 
act  of  uniformity,  to  the  time  of  the  faid  adl  of 
toleration,  and  there  is  fcarce  one  confiderable  fa- 
mily in  England  in  communion  with  the  Bijfenters : 
Severity  may  make  them  Hypocrites^  but  not  con- 
verts. 

III.  If  feverity  could  be  fuppofed  ever  to  be  of 
ufe,  yet  this  is  not  a  proper  time  for  it,  while  we 
are  threatened  with  much  greater  dangers  to  our 
church  and  nation,  againft  which  the  Proteftant 
Dijfenters  have  joined,  and  are  frill  willing  to  join 
with  us  in  our  defence  -,  and  therefore  we  fhould  not 
drive  them  from  us,  by  enforcing  the  laws  againft 
them,  in  a  maatter  which,  of  all  others,  muil  mofl 
fenfibly  grieve  them,  viz.  the  education  of  their 
children  ;  which  reduces  them  to  a  neceiTity  either 
of  breeding  them  in  a  way  they  do  not^ approve,  or 
of  leaving  them  without  inftrudtion, 

IV.  This  muft  be  the  more  grievous  to  the  Bif- 
fenters^  becaufe  it  was  little  expeded  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  eftablifhed  church,  after  fo  favourable  an 
indulgence  as  the  adl  of  toleration,  and  the  repeat- 
ed declarations  and  profeffions  from  the  throne, 
and  former  Parliaments,  againft  all  perfecution, 
which  is  the  peculiar  badge  of  the  Roman  church, 
which  avows  and  pradtifes  this  dodlrine ;  and  yet  this 
has  not  been  retaliated  even  upon  the  Papijls,  for  all 
the  laws  made  againft  them  have  been  the  effects  and 
jufl;  punifnment  of  treafons,  from  time  to  time 
committed  againft  theftate  :  But  it  is  not  pretended 
tliat  this  bill  is  defigned  as  a  punifhment  of  any 
crime  which  the  Proteftant  Dijfenters  have  been  guil- 
ty of  againft  the  civil  government,  or  that  they  are 
difaffeded  to  the  Proteftant  fucceftiorj  as  by  law 
eftablifhed  j  for  in  this  their  zeal  is  very  con- 
fpicuous. 

V.  In 
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V.  In  all  the  inflances  of  making  laws,  or  of  a 
rigid  execution  of  the  laws  againft  Diffentersy  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that  the  defign  was  to  weaken  the 
church,  and  to  drive  them  into  one  common  inte- 
refl  with  the  Papifts,  and  to  join  them  in  meafures 
tending  to  the  deftrudlion  of  it.  This  was  the  me- 
thod fuggefted  by  Popifi)  counfels,  to  prepare  them 
for  the  two  fucceffive  declarations  in  the  time  of 
King  Charles  II,  and  the  following  one  iffued  out  by- 
King  James  II,  to  ruin  all  our  civil  and  religious 
rights:  And  we  cannot  think  that  the  arts  and 
contrivances  of  the  Papifts  to  fubvert  our  church, 
are  proper  means  to  preferve  it,  efpecially  at  a  time 
when  we  are  in  more  danger  of  Popery  than  ever, 
by  the  defigns  of  the  Pretender,  fupported  by  the 
mighty  power  of  the  French  King,  who  is  engaged 
to  extirpate  our  religion,  and  by  great  numbers  in 
this  kingdom,  who  are  profefTedly  in  his  intereils. 

VI.  But  if  the  Diffenters  fliould  not  be  provoked 
by  this  feverity,  to  concur  in  the  deftrudion  of  their 
country  and  the  Protejlant  religion,  yet  we  may 
juftly  fear  they  maybe  driven  by  this  bill  from  Eng- 
land^ to  the  great  prejudice  of  our  manufactures, 
for  as  we  gained  them  by  the  perfecution  abroad,  fo 
we  may  lofe  them  by  the  like  proceedings  at  home. 

Laftly,  The  miferies  we  apprehend  here  are  great- 
ly enhanfed  by  extending  this  bill  to  Ireland^  where 
the  confequences  of  it  may  be  fatal ;  for  (ince  the 
number  of  Papifts  in  that  kingdom  far  exceeds  the 
Proteftants  of  all  denominations  together,  and  that 
the  Diffenters  are  to  be  treated  as  enemies,  or  at  lead 
as  perfons  dangerous  to  that  church  and  (late,  who 
have  always,  in  all  times,  joined,  and  ftill  would 
join,  with  the  members  of  that  church,  in  their 
common  defence  againft  the  common  enemy  of  their 
religion  ;  and  fince  the  army  there  is  very  much  re- 
duced, the  ProteftantSy  thus  unneceffarily  divided, 

feem 
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feem  to  us  to  be  expofed  to  the  danger  of  another 
maflacre,  and  the  Proteftant  religion  in  danger  of 
being  extirpated. 

And  we  may  farther  fear  that  the  Scots  in  Britain^ 
whofe  national  church  is  Prejhyterian^  will  not  fo 
heartily  and  zealoufly  join  with  us  in  our  defence, 
when  they  fee  thofe  of  the  fame  nation,  fame  blood, 
and  fame  religion,  fo  hardly  treated  by  us. 

And  this  will  ftill  be  more  grievous  to  the  Pro^ 
teftant  Diffenters  in  Ireland^  becaufe  whilft  the 
Poptjh  priefts  are  regiftered,  and  fo  indulged  by 
law,  as  that  they  exercife  their  religion  without  mo- 
leftation,  the  Bijfenters  are  fo  far  from  enjoying 
the  like  toleration,  that  the  laws  are  by  this  bill  en- 


forced  againft  them. 

Somerfet^ 

Derby, 

Mountague, 

Dorcbejier, 

CarliJIe, 

Radnor, 

Scarborough^ 

Foley, 

W.  Jfaph, 

Nottingham^ 

Greenwich, 

'Townjhend, 

Haverjham^ 

7.  Ely, 

Orford, 

HalUfax, 

T.  Wharton, 

Rockingham, 

W.  Lincoln^ 

Cornwallis^ 

Schonherg   and 

Borfet  and  Mid- 

^orrington. 

Leinfter, 

fex. 

Devon/hire, 

7.  Bangor, 

Sunderland^ 

Lincoln, 

De  Longueville, 

Bolton^ 

Somers, 

7.  Llandaff, 

Grafton, 

Cowper, 

Lord  '^^^  Commons  put  off  the  confideration  of  the 
amendments  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  fchifm  bill,  till 
read  by  the   fj/ednefda^  the  23d  of  T^^w^,  when  the  faid  amend- 

Commons.  J        J  -J  ir  1  r         iiii  nyr 

ments  were  read,  and  occanoned  a  fmall  debate.  Mr 
Lechmere  and  Mr  JValpole,  amongft  the  reft,  repre- 
fented,    '  That  fince  the  Protejtant   Bijfenters   of 

*  Ireland  were  made  liable  to  the  penalties  of  this 
'  bill,  it  were  but  juft,  either  to  infert  a  claufe  in 

*  it,  or  to  bring  in  another  bill,  to  make  them  en- 
'  joy  the  benefit  of  the  toleration  ad,  that  was  paft 

'  in 


Debate 
thereupon. 
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'  in  England^  in  the  laft  reign.'  But  Sir  William 
IVyndham  and  Mr  Campion  faid  thereupon,  '  That 
«  if  leave  were  given  to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill,  they 
«  hoped  they  fhould  have  leave  alfo  to  bring  in  an- 

*  other,  to  incapacitate  DiJJenters  from  voting  in  ele- 

*  5lions  for  Parliament -men  ^  Upon  which  that  mat- 
ter dropt.  On  the  other  hand,  General  Stanhope 
propofed,  *  That  the   Tutors  in  the   families  of 

*  members  of  the  houfe  of   Commons,  might  be 

*  put  on  the  fame  foot  with  thofe  who  taught  in 
'  the   families  of  a  Nohktnan  or   Noblewoman  \   it 

*  being  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  members  of 
'  that  houfe,  many  of  whom  were  of  noble  extra- 
'  dion,  had  as  great  a  concern  as  the  Lords  for  the 
'  education  of  their  children  ;  and  an  equal  right 
'  to  take  care  of  their  inftrudion.'     Several  mem- 
bers of  both  parties,  were  of  Mr  Stanbope'^s  opini- 
on ;  but  Mr  Hungerford  was  very  plain,  and  repre-  r^Yithi^^- 
fenced    that  the  leall  amendment  now  made  in  the  mendments 
houfe,  might  occafion  the  lofs  of  the  bill  :  Which  ^pp'^°"''^- 
had  fuch  weight  with  them  who  all  along  promoted 

it,  that  the  queftion  being  pur,  it  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  168  votes  againft  98,  that  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to  the  Lords  amendments  ;  and  order- 
ed. That  Sir  William  Wyndham  do  carry  the  bill  to 
the  Lords,  and  acquaint  them  therewith. 

On  the  9th  of  June^  the  Commons  refolved  to  Three  ad- 
prefent   three  addreffes   to   the  Queen  ;  the  FirlL '^*^^*^"^°^^^ 

rr^i  I  TV  *     •    n  111         ^^      •        n  i        r    i      Qiieen  about 

*  1  hat  her  Majeity  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  thi  Ajjiento, 
«  out  of  her  great  soodnefs  to  her  people,  to  s;ive  ^]^;-^^^^^''i 
^  directjons,  that   the  fourth   part  of  the  AJjiento  Gibraltar. 

«  trade  referred  to  her  Majefty  by  the  2-8  th  article 

*  of  the  AjJiento  contrad  ;   as  alfo  all  fuch  other 

*  benefits  or  advantages  arifing  from  the  AJfunto 

*  trade,  or  the  licences  relating  thereto,  or  from 

*  any   fuch  duties  or  profits  referved  unto  his  Ca- 

*  tholick  Majefty,   as  her  Majefty  may  be  intitled 

*  to,  by  virtue  of   any  fubfequent  agreement  or 

«  afljgnment 
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«  afiignment  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  her  Ma- 
'  jefty,  may  be  difpofed  of  for  the  ufe  of  the  pub- 

*  lick,  and  towards  the  difcharging  the  debts  of  the 

*  nation.     The  fecond,  That  the  revenues  of  the 

*  ifland  of  Minorca^  and  the  rents  of  the  houfes  at 
«  Gibraltar^  may    be  applied    towards  the  main- 

*  tenance  and  fupport  of  the  feveral  garrifons  in 
<  thofe  places  j    and  the  third,    that  the  ports  of 

*  Mahon  and   Gibraltar  may  be  made  free  ports.' 
Se^f.'      ^^^  ground   for  the  firft   three  of  thefe  addreffes 

was  this :  Arthur  Moore,  Efq;  a  member  of  the 
houfe,  and  one  of  the  CommifTioners  of  trade,  who 
was  the  chief  manager  of  the  treaties  of  commerce 
both  with  France  and  Spain ^  had,  on  feveral  occa- 
fions,  cried  up  the  great  advantages  the  nation  would 
receive  from  the  AJJiento  trade-,  and  it  being ftrong- 
ly  fufpeded  that  he,  and  the  Lord  Treafurer,  who 
countenanced  him,  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
fourth  part  of  the  AJJunio  contra(5l  referved  to  her 
Majefty,  which  was  efteemed  too  great  2irecompence 
for  Minifters  who  had  made  a  peace  from  which  the 
nation  reaped  no  other  advantages,  but  fuch  as  were 
hoped  for  from  the  faid  contract  :  The  Commons 
thought  fit,  that  the  faid  benefits,  if  any,  fhould 
be  difpofed  of  for  the  ufe  of  thepublick  -,  who  had 
contributed  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money  towards 
obtaining  thofe  pretended  advantages.  The  other 
two  addrcfifes  were  in  fome  meaiure  grounded  upon 
an  information,  that  the  Governors  or  Deputy- 
governors  of  Port'Mahon  and  Gibraltar^  got  confi- 
derable  fums  of  money  by  their  exaftions,  both 
on  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  places,  and  on  merchant 
Ihips. 

June  igtb,  Mr  Secretary  Brojnky  acquainted  the 
houfe,  that  their  feveral  addreffes  following  had 
been  laid  before  her  Majefty,  viz, 

I.  That 
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I.  That  her  Majefly  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
diredions,  that  the  purchafe  money  agreed  for  as  a 
valuable  confideration  for  certain  lands  and  tene- 
ments, veiled  in  Truftees  for  the  crown,  for  the 
better  fortifying  and  fecuring  the  docks  and  harbours 
at  Portfmouth^  Chatham^  3.nd  Harwich,  may  be  paid, 
purfuant  to  the  feveral  contra6ts  made  with  pro- 
prietors of  the  faid  lands  and  tenements  *,  and  that 
her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  That  Jhe  will  , 
^ve  the  direEllom  which  are  defired. 

II.  That  her  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed, 
out  of  her  great  Goodnefs  to  her  people,  to  give 
diredions,  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  AJJiento  trade, 
referved  to  her  Majefty  by  the  28th  article  of  the 
Affiento  contrails,  as  alfo  fuch  other  benefits  or  ad- 
vantages arifing  from  the  Affiento  trade,  or  the  li- 
cences relating  thereto,  or  from  any  duties  or  pro- 
fits referved  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  as  her  Maje- 
fty may  be  entitled  to,  by  virtue  of  any  fubfequent 
agreement  or  afngnment  from  the  King  of  Spain 
to  her  Majefty,  might  be  difpofed  of  for  the  ufe  of 
the  public,  and  towards  difcharging  the  debts  of  the 
nation  -,  and  that  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give 
this  anfwer,  '  That  her  Majefty  gave  to  the  South 
'  Sea  company  the  Affiento  or  contrad  flie  obtained 

*  from  the  Catholic  King,  for  importing  negroes  in- 

*  to  the  Spanifb  JVeft-Indies,  and  her  Majefty  has 
«  fince  thought  it  neceiiary  for  their  farther  encou- 

*  ragement,  and  for  removing  difficulties  in  the 
'  carrying  on  that  beneficial  trade,  to  grant  them 

*  the  fourth  part  in  the  faid  contract  referved  to  her- 

*  felf ;  her  Majefty  being  of  opinion,  that  the  en- 
'  couragement  of  trade,  will  beft  enable  her  fub- 
^  jeds  to  difcharge  the  debts  of  the  nation. 

*  As  to  the  other  refervations  of  an  inferior  na- 

*  ture,  which  may  have  been  under  negoclation, 

*  if  they  are  obtained,  her  Majefty  will  make  fuch 

I  difpoficion 
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*  difpofition  of  them  as  Ihe  Ihall  judge  proper  for 

*  her  fervice.' 

III.  That  the  revenues  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca^ 
and  the  rents  of  the  houfes  of  Gibraltar^  might  be 
applied  towards  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of  the 
feveral  garrifons  in  thofe  places  ;  and  that  her  Ma- 

'jefty  was  pleafed  to  fay,  '  That  a  furvey  had  been 
'  taken,  by  her  Majefty's  direciion,  of  the  ifland 

*  of  Minorca^  in  order  to  make  the  polTefTion  there- 
'  of  beneficial  to  this  kingdom  •,'  And  her  Maje- 
fty  will  take  care,  «  That  the  revenues  of  Minor- 

*  ca^  and  the  rents  of  the  houfes  at  Gibraltar^  fhall 
'  be  applied  for  the  publick  fervice.* 

IV.  That  the  Ports  of  Mahon  and  Gibraltar 
might  be  made  free  ports  -,  and  that  her  Majefly 
was  pleafed  to  fay,  '  That  foon  after  the  furrender 

*  of  Gibraltar  to  her  Majefty,  orders  were  given > 

*  that  the  port  of  Gibraltar  fhould  be  declared  a 
«  free  port ;  and  her  Majefty  has  it  now  under  con- 

*  fideration,  in  what  manner  Port-Mahon  may  bed 

*  be  eftablifhed,  and  declared  a  free  port.' 

V.  That  her  Majefly  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  confer  fome  dignity  in  the  Church  upon  the  reve- 
rend Dr  Fellings  Chaplain  to  this  houfe  ;  to  which 
her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,   '  That  (he  will 

*  confer  fome  dignity  in  the  church  upon  him,  as 
>  is  defired.' 

VI.  That  her  Majefly  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
diredlions,  that  an  account  might  be  laid  before  this 
houfe  of  the  publick  debcs  provided  for  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  what  intereft  is  paid  for  fuch  refpe- 
(ftive  debts  refpe(ftivcly  ;  and  that  her  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  fay,   '  She  will  order  an  account  of  what 

*  is  defired  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe.' 

VII.  That 


A.   1714.  DEBATES.  239 

VII.  That  her  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
diredions,  that  an  account  be  laid  before  this  houfe, 
of  all  orders  that  have  been  fent  to  the  Lords  of  the 
admiralty,  for  fitting  any  (hips  to  attend  the  fervice 
of  the  South-Sea  company,  and  what  diredions  have 
been  given,  for  altering  the  fervice,  for  which  fuch 
fhips  were  under  orders,  and  what  reprefentations 
have  been  made  by  the  Admiralty  upon  that  ac- 
count; and  that  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fay, 

*  She  will  order  the  account,  diredions,  and  repre- 

*  fentations  defired,  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe.* 

VIII.  That  her  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
order  for  the  reducing  the  number  of  commifTioners 

•of  equivalent,  and  for  lefTcning  the  annual  charge 
of  that  commifTion,  as  to  her  Majefty  (hould  feem 
meet :  And  that  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
'  That  fhe  will  give  orders  for  reducing  the  num- 
'  ber  of  CommifiTioners  for  the  equivalent,  and  for 

*  JeiTening  the  annual  charge  of  that  CommifTion.* 

After  the  report  of  her  Majefty's  feveral  anfwers 
to  thofe  feveral  addrefTes,  it  was  moved  by  the  courc 
party,  and  refolved^  '  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 

*  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  to  return  the  humble 

*  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  the  encouragement  which 
^  fhe  had  given  to  trade,  by  granting  to  the  Souths 
«  Sea  company,  the  fourth  part  of  the  Affiento  con- 
<  trad,  referved  to  her  Majefty,  in  order  to  their 

*  immediate  carrying  on  that  trade  ;  and  to  afTure 
«  her  Majefty,  that  this  houfe  would  entirely  ac- 
'  quiefce  in  all  fuch  difpofuions  of  the  future  advan- 
^  tages  which  her  Majefty  fhould  obtain,  as  fhe 
'  fhould  think  proper  for  the  benefit  and  increafe 

*  of  trade.' 

Two  days^after  Mr  Secretary  Bromley  reported. 
That  this  addrefs  had  been  prefented  to  her  Majefty  : 
And  that  her  Majeft'^  received  the  fams  vsr^  graciouft)\ 

About 
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About  the  middle  of  June^  upon  information 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Wharton^  that  two  Injh  officers, 
wnrtom  one  Captain  Hugh  Kell'j^  the  other  William  Kell'j^ 
2iifti^  w^"t  about,  and  lifted  men  for  the  Pretender^  his 
for  the  Pre-  Lordfhip,  Carried  his  evidence  to  my  Lord  Chief 
'liGra-v^end,  Juftlcc  Parker^  who,  upon  their  oath,  granted  his 
warrant  for  the  apprehending  of  the  faid  officers. 
This  warrant  was,  with  all  fecrecy,  fent  down  to 
Grave/end  •,  but  the  perfons  employed  to  execute  it 
miffed  of  Captain  Hugh  Kelly,  and  only  found 
William  Kelly ^  his  agent  or  affiftant,  with  five  men 
whom  he  had  taken  under  his  charge  to  carry  over. 
They  were  all  brought  before  the  next  Juftice  of 
the  peace,  who  ordered  them  to  be  fecured  till 
further  orders  ;  and  afterwards  they  were  commit- 
ted to  the  county  goal.  William  Kelly  during  his 
confinement  at  Gravefend,  got  the  prifon- keeper  to 
write  two  letters,  one  to  my  Lord  Rojfe,  and  ano- 
ther to  my  Lord  Wincbelfea  *,  and  one  was  fent  to 
him  from  a  woman,  who  in  the  letter  called  him 
brother,  and  told  him  fhe  would  go  to  my  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  and  my  Lord  Treafurer,  to  get  him  re- 
leafed.  This  letter  was  carried  from  the  poft-houfe 
to  the  Juftice,  and  read  before  it  came  to  Kelly's 
hand.  The  Juftice  fent  for  him,  and  afked  him  if 
he  knew  fuch  a  woman  ;  he  denied  that  he  knew 
any  thing  of  her,  but  at  laft  before  he  went  a- 
way,  he  owned  her  to  be  his  wife. 

The  report  of  this  having  fpread  in  the  neigh- 
bouring places,  and  along  the  coaft,  occafioned  the 
apprehending  of  Captain  Kelly,  on  Monday  i\\q  21ft 
of  June,  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  get  a  paffage  for 
France  at  Deal  Being  feized  upon  fufpicion,  by 
one  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  officers,  he  was  carried  be- 
fore the  town  Mayor,  where  he  had  made  a  plau- 
fible  ftory,  and  endeavoured  to  get  ofi" :  But  a  cer- 
tificate, figned  Middleton,  being  fouQd  about  him, 
the  Mayor  thought  it  his  duty  to  fecure  him,  and  to 

fend 
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fend  notice  of  it  to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Bolinghrohy 
Principal  Secretary  of  ftate  s  with  the  faid  certifi- 
cate, which  was  as  follows  : 

'/\T0  U  S  Min'ijlre  £ff  Secretaire  d^etat  de  fa  Majejle  Certificate 
•^       Britannique,  certifions  a  tons  ceux  a  qui  il  appar-  |°'J^f  ^^°''' 
tiendra  que  le  Sieur  Hugh  Kelly, /r^r^  de  feu  Corne- 
lius Kelly,    mort  a  St  Domingo  y^«5  enfans^  eft  Ir- 
landois  Catholique,  i^  fidele  fujet  du  Roy  mon  7naitre. 
Fait  a  St  Germain  en  Laye,  /^  19  May,  1712. 

MiDDLETON. 

That  is, 

WE  Minifter  and  Secretary  of  ftate  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  do  certify  to  all  whom 
it  may  concern,  that  tihe  Sieur  Hugh  Kelly ^  bro« 
ther  to  the  late  Cornelius  Kelly,  who  died  at  St  Do- 
mingOy  without  children,  is  an  Irijh  Roman  Catholic^ 
and  a  faithful  fubjed  to  the  King  my  mafter. 
Done  at  St  Germain- en  Laye,  the  19th  of  May, 
1712. 

MiDDLETON. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  information,  the  Lord  JJ^J^^  ^ 
Eolingbroke  fent  down  two  of  her  Majefty's  meffen-  to  London. 
gers,  who  on  the  23d  of  June  brought  up  Captain 
Kelly ^  who  was  continued  in  cuftody.  Two  days  be- 
fore, upon   intelligence  that  another  officer  went  AnotherOf- 
about  the  cities  of  London  and  IVeftminfter^  endea-  hendedf^'^ 
vouring  to  lift  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  Chevalier^ 
the  Lord  Bolinghroke  fent  one  of  her  Majefty's  mef- 
fengers,  who  under  the  difguife  of  a  difbanded  fol- 
dier,  went  to,  and  was  lifted  by  the  faid  officer, 
whom   thereupon    he    took  into  cuftody.     Some  Three  per- 
days  before  John  ReilU.  Alexander  Bourk.  and  Mar-  ("onsexecuted 

•/^  7  ^  1  -1  r  1-    1  r         i"^  Ireland 

tin  Carrol,  were  fentenced  as  gmlty  q\  high  treafon,  for  lifting 
Vol   VI.  R  for^X'"' 
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for  lifting  men  for  the  Pretender's  fervice  j  and  on 
the  26th  of  June  were,  purfuant  to  that  fentence, 
drawn,  hanged,  and  quartered  at  Stephen' s-Green, 
in  Dublin. 

The  audacioufnefs  of  the  Jacobite  party,  who 
dared  to  lift  men  for  the  Pretender  to  her  Majefty's 
crown,  even  within  the  verge  of  her  Majefty's 
court,  having  raifed  a  juft  alarm,  an  extraordinary 
council  was  thereupon  held  on  the  21ft  of  June^ 
wherein  it  was  refolved  forthwith  to  iffue  out  the 
following  Proclamation. 

y^NNE,  R, 
tlTLTre- ATl/'t^ERE^S  by  an  ad    of  Parliament, 
ward  of       V  V    made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign 
apTrehtnd-   ^^  ^ur  late  dear  brother  King  miliam  the  third, 
ing  the  Pre-  intituled,  Jn  a5i  for  the  attainder  of  the  pretended 
tender,        Prince  of  Wales,  of  high-treafon ;  the  perfon  pre- 
tending to  be  Prince  of  TVales,  during  the  life  of 
the  late  King  James,  and   fince  his  deceafe,  pre- 
tending to  be,  and   taking  upon  himfelf  the  ftile 
and  title   of  King   of  England,    by    the  name  of 
James  the  third,  ftands  attainted  of  high-treafon  : 
And   whereas   the    Lords    fpiricual    and  temporal 
in  parliament  affembled,    did,    by    their    humble 
addrefs   befeech    us,    that    whenever    we   fhould 
judge  it  neceflary,  we  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  iffue  our  royal  proclamation,  thereby  promifing 
a  reward  to  any  perfon,    who  fhould  apprehend 
and  bring  the  faid  Pretender  to  juftice,  in  cafe  he 
fhould  land  or  attempt  to  land,  either  in  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland,    fuitable  to  the  importance  of 
that  fervice,  for  the  fafety  of  our  perfon,  and  the 
fecurity  of  the  proteflant  fucceflion  in  the  houfe  of 
Hanover:     And    by   their  faid  addrefs,    did   alfo 
humbly  intreat   us,    that    we  would    infift  upon, 
and  renew  our  inftances  for  the  fpeedy  removing 
the  faid  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain  5  and  notwith- 

ftanding 
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(landing  we  have  fmce  infifted  upon,  and  renew- 
ed our  inftances  in  the  moft  prefTing  manner  for 
that  purpofe,  our  endeavours  have  not  proved 
efFedual,  but  he  ftill  continues,  and  is  entertained 
there:  And  whereas  wc  have  lately  received  in- 
formation upon  oath,  chat  divers  perfons  have 
within  our  kingdom  of  Ireland^  in  open  defiance 
of  our  laws,  been  traiteroudy  lifted  as  foldiers, 
under  pretence  of  entering  into  the  fervice  of  the 
faid  Pretender,  and  on  fuch  pretence  have  been 
conveyed  out  of  our  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland^ 
we  therefore,  from  a  juft  refentment  of  fuch  in- 
dignities and  treafonable  pradices,  have  thought 
fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  Privy-Coun- 
cil, to  ifTue  this  our  royal  proclamation,  and  do 
hereby  command  and  require  all  our  officers  civil 
and  military,  and  all  other  our  loving  fubjeds,  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  apprehend  the 
faid  Pretender  whenever  he  Ihall  land,  or  attempt 
to  land  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  any  other 
of  our  dominions,  and  him  being  apprehended, 
to  carry  before  the  next  Juft  ice  of  the  peace  or 
Other  magiftrate,  who  is  hereby  required  to  com- 
mit him  to  goal  for  high-treafon,  and  thereof  to 
give  notice  immediately  to  one  of  our  principal 
Secretaries  of  ftate.  And  for  the  encouraging  all 
perfons  to  be  diligent  and  careful  in  endeavouring 
to  apprehend  the  faid  Pretender,  as  aforefaid,  we 
do  hereby  further  declare,  that  whofoever  fhall 
apprehend  the  faid  Pretender^  and  bring  him  be- 
fore fome  Juftice  of  the  peace,  or  other  magi- 
ftrate as  aforefaid,  fhall  have  and  receive  as  a 
reward,  the  fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds,  where- 
of our  High  Treafurer,  or  CommiiTioners  of  our  - 
treafury  for  the  time  being,  are  hereby  required 
to  make  payment  accordingly.  And  if  any  of 
the  perfons  who  fhall  adhere  to,  or  afTift  the  faid 
Pretender^    fhall  apprehend  him,  as  aforefaid,  he 
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or  they,  who  fhaJl  apprehend  him,  fhalJ  have  our 
gracious  general  pardon,  and  fhall  aJfo  receive  the 
faid  reward  of  five  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid 
in  manner  aforefaid. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Kenfington,  the  21ft 
day  of  JunQ^  17 14,  m  the  thirteenth  year 
of  our  reign. 

This  proclamation  being  published  on  the  23d  of 
Juncy  the  Commons,  the  next  day,  refolved,  ne- 
mine  contradicente^ 

Addrefs  of  «  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 
the  Com-  '  Majefty,  acknowledging  the  grateful  fenfe  which 
mons  to  her «  this  houfe  has  of  her  Majefty's  concern  for  the 
the'faid^pro-  '  protejlant  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  by 
ciamation,  <  i^Miu^  (o  f 6 afonaUy  a  proclamation,  promifing  a 
further  re-  *  ^^^  of  5000  /.  out  of  hcr  own  revcnue,  as  an  en- 
'  couragement  for  apprehending  the  Pretender^ 
'  whenever  he  fhall  land,  or  attempt  to  land,  in 
'  any  of  her  Majefty's  dominions :    and   to  aflure 

*  her  Majefty,  that  this  houfe  will  chearfully  aid 
'  and  afTift  her  Majefty,  by  granting,  out  of  the 
'  firft  aids  to  be  given  by  Parliament,  the  fum  of 
'  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  as  a  farther  reward 
«  to  any  who  ftiall  perform  fo  great  a  fervice  to  her 
'  Majefty  and  her  kingdoms  ;  and  alfo  that  this 
'  houfe  will  heartily  concur  with  her  Majefty  in  all 

*  other  meafures  for  extinguilhing  the  hopes  of  the 

*  Pretender^  and  all  his  open  and  fecret  abettors.' 

Refolved^  That  the  faid  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
her  Majefty  by  the  whole  houfe. 

It  is  obferved,  that  Mr  Freeman^  Knight  of  the 
fhire  for  Hertford/hire^  made  the  motion  for  this  ad- 
drefs, and  was  fecondcd  by  Mr  Auditor  Barley^ 
f-he  Lord  Treafurer's  brother^  and  thirded  by  the 
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Earl  of  Hertford^  fon  to  ih^Tiukto^ Somerfet^  who 
propofed  the  fum  of  160,000/.  feme  objedions 
were  raifed,  as  if  the  promifing  a  reward  fo  much 
beyond  what  was  mentioned  in  the  Queen's  pro- 
clamation, were  difrepedtful  to  her  Majefly  :  But 
the  fame  were  over-ruled,  and  the  faid  vote  pafled 
unanimoufly.  On  Monday  the  28th  of  June^  the 
Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  waited  on  her  Ma- 
jefty  at  Kenfmgton,  and  prefented  their  humble 
addrefs,  to  which  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  give 
this  anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 
n^H  E  hearty  concern  youjhew  in  this  addrefs  for  the  The  Queen's 
•^    fecurity  of  the  proteftant  fuccejjion  is  very  agree-  commons^^ 

able  to  me.  addrefs  a- 

/  hope  your  concurrence  will  have  the  defired  effe^  ^Fnundcu 
in  removing  jealoufies^  arid  quieting  the  minds  of  my 
good  fubje5fs. 

This  anfwer  being  reported  the  next  day,  the 
Commons  refolved,  nemine  contradicente^  to  return 
her  Majefly  the  thanks  of  their  houfe  for  the  fame. 

Nor  were  the  Lords  lefs  forward  than  the  Com-  Proceedings 
mons,   in  ihewing  their  zeal  and  affedlion  for  the  agakft^the* 
proteflant  fuccefiion  in  the  moft  ferene  houfe  of  Ha^  Pretender, 
nover:    For  on  the  24th  of  JunCy  the  Earl  of  Not  - 
tinghajn  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to 
her  Majefly,  for  the  proclamation  againft  the  Pre^ 
tender y   Sec.   and  was  feconded  by  Lord  Hallifax. 
The  Earl  of  Wharton  ^  who  like  wife  backed  the  mo- 
tion, holding  the  Queen's  proclamation  in  his  hand, 
did  mofl  pathetically  lament  her  Majefly's  owning 
that  her  endeavours  to  remove  the  Pretender  from 
Lor  rain  had  been  ineffeEiuaL     '  Unhappy  Prince  fs, 

*  faid  he^  how  much  her  condition  js  altered !  Will 

*  poflerity  believe  that  fo  great  a  Queen,  who  had 

*  reduced  the  exorbitant  power  of  France^  given  a 
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^  King  to  Spain^  and  whofe  very  Minifters  have 

*  made  the  Emperor  and  the  States^General  to  trem- 
'  ble,  fhould  yet  want  power  to  make  fo  petty,  fo 

*  inconfiderable  a  Prince,  as  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^ 

*  comply  with  her  juft  defire  of  his  removing  out 

*  of  his  dominions  the  Pretender  to  her  crown !  * 
None  of  the  Peers  fpoke  againft  the  Earl  of 

Nottingham's  motion,  fo  that  the  fame  was  carried, 
fiemine  contradicente^  and  the  Lords  addrefs  being 
immediately  drawn  up,  and  agreed  unto,  was, 
the  next  day,  prefentcd  to  her  Majefty,  as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
Ip™'tl7"E  your  Majefty's   moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
tothe  Queen   yY     fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
thereupon,    j^  Parliament  afiembled,  in  a  juft  fenfe  and   ac 
knowledgment  of  your  Majefty's  goodnefs,  return 
our    moft    humble  thanks   for    the   proclamation 
which  your  Majefty,  at  the  requeft  of  this  houfe, 
has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  iflbe,  for  apprehend- 
ing the  Pretender,    in  cafe  he  fhall  Innd,    or  at- 
tempt to   land,    in    any  of    your  Majefty's   do- 
minions. 

And  fmce  your  Majefty's  inftances  for  remov- 
ing the  Pretender  from  Lorrain^  have  hithero 
been  ineffedual,  we  take  this  occafion  to  repeat 
our  humble  requeft  and  advice  to  your  Majefty,  to 
endeavour,  in  the  moft  proper,  and  fpeedieft 
manner,  not  only  to  renew  the  alliances  which 
your  Majefty  had  with  the  Princes  of  Europe^ 
but  alfo  to  invite  them,  and  particularly  the  Em- 
;peror  and  the  King  of  Prujjia,  into  the  guaranty 
of  the  proteftant  fuccefllon  as  by  law  eftabliftied,  in 
the  moft  ferene  houfe  of  Brunfwicky  and  to  defire 
them  to  join  with  your  Majefty,  in  prefting  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain^  not  to  fuffer  the  Pretender  to 
remain  in  any  part  of  his  dominions. 

And 
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And  fince  the  Papijls  and  Nonjurors  are  fo  info- 
lent,  as  not  only  to  fupport  the  Pretender'^  claim 
to  your  royal  crown,  by  their  writings  and  dif- 
courfes,  but  alfo  traiteroufly  to  inlift  men  into  his 
fervice,  and  fend  them  to  France :  we  mod  hum- 
bly befeech  your  Majefty  to  iflue  out  your  royal 
proclamation,  promifing  a  reward  to  all  fuch  per- 
fons  as  fhall  difcover  to  any  of  your  magiftrates, 
and  caufe  to  be  apprehended,  any  perfon  who 
hath  already  lifted  any  perfon,  or  hath  been  lifted 
in  Great'-Britain  or  Ireland,  into  the  fervice  of  the 
Pretender^  or  that  ftiall  hereafter  lift  any  perfon, 
or  be  lifted  in  Great- Britain  or  Ireland^  into  the 
fervice  of  the  Pretender^  or  of  France^  or  that 
fhall  carry  any  fuch  perfons  abroad. 

And  we  do  further  pray  your  Majefty  to  give 
your  orders  to  all  your  Majefty*s  officers  and  ma- 
giftrates,  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  againft  the 
Papifts  and  Nonjurors^  by  taking  from  them  their 
horfes  and  arms,  and  confining  them  to  their  ufual 
habitations,  in  fuch  manner  as  by  law  is  directed : 
And  that  your  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  require  an 
exadt  account  of  their  proceedings  therein,  to  be 
tranfmitted  by  them  refpedively,  to  your  Majefty 
in  council,  and  to  diredl  the  fame  to  be  laid  before 
this  houfe  at  their  next  meeting. 

Her  Majefty's  anfwer  was  as  follows : 

My  Lords, 
J  Thank  you  kindly  for  this  addrefs. 

And  I  am  glad  you  are  pleafed  with  what  1  hav& 
done  for  the  proteftant  fucceflion. 

Tou  may  be  ajfured  I  Jhall  continue  to  do  whatever  I 
judge  necejfary  for  the  fecuring  our  religion^  the  liberty 
of  my  people^  and  for  putting  an  end  to  the  vain  hopes 
of  the  Pretender. 

R  4  Q  A 


248  Parliamentary      A.  1714. 

On  the  28th  of  June^  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  Parliament  aflem- 
bled,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 
Majefty,  to  return  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  to  her 
Majefty,  for  her  mod  gracious  anfwer  to  their 
Lordfhips  addrefs  of  'Tburfda^  lad  •,  and  that  the 
fame  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty  by  the  Lords  with 
white  ftaves. 

The  Lord  Vifcount  Bolmghroke^  who,  on  the 
24th  of  June^  came  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers  after 
their  Lordfhips  had  voted  the  addrefs  againft  the 
Pretender,  appeared  fomewhat  furprized  at  that  re- 
folution,  and  faid,  that  there  was  a  more  effectual 
way  to  fecure  the  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
Some  members  exprefling  thereupon  their  defires, 
that  he  would  propofe  it  to  the  houfe,  his  Lordfhip 
moved,  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  to  make  it  high- 
treafon  for  any  perfon  to  lift,  or  to  be  lifted,  into  the 
Pretender^s  fervice.  My  Lord  Hallifax  reprefented 
Debates  In  thereupon.  That  fuch  a  bill  was  altogether  need- 
ttl'tout  lefs,  both  the  Pretender,  and  all  his  adherents,  and 
thebii^to  abettors,  being  already  attainted  of  high-treafon  : 
FiftTnTVer'  Howcver,  he  fhould  be  glad  fuch  a  bill  were 
Majefty's  brought  iu  -,  becaufe  with  fome  alterations,  it  might 
ubjeds.  1^^  made  a  very  good  one.  Hereupon  the  bill  was 
brought  in,  read  the  firft  time,  and  upon  the  Lord 
Halltfax's  motion,  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time,  the  next  day,  in  a  full  houfe.  This  was  done 
accordingly,  on  the  26th  of  June-,  and  the  houfe 
of  Peers  immediately  refolved  themfelves  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  houfe  upon  the  faid  bill 
and  chofe  the  Lord  Bolinghroke  Chairman.  The 
Lords  Hallifax ,  I'ownjhend,  Cozuper,  Somers,  and 
Wharton,  who  fpoke  moft  in  this  committee,  made 
it  their  chief  bufinefs  to  ftiew,  '  That  the  Pretender 
>  was  inconfiderable  of  himfelf ,  and  not  to  be  fear- 
^  ed,  but  fo  far  forth,  as  he  was  countenanced  and 
*  proteded  by  the  French  King,  whofe  intereft  and 
^  conftant  defign  was,  to  impofe  him  upon  thefe 

'  realms. 
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«  realms/  And  therefore  they  moved,  and  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  title  of  the  iill  fhould  be,  to  pre- 
vent  the  lifting  her  Majeftfs  fuhjeBs  to  ferve  as  foL 
diers^  without  her  Majeftfi  licence  5  and  that  it  fhould 
be  high'treafon  to  lift  or  be  lifted  to  ferve  any  foreign 
Prince,  State,  or  Potentate,  without  a  licence  under  the 
fign  manual  of  her  Majefty,  her  heirs  or  fuccejfors. 
Moreover  the  following  frovifo  was  moved  and 
agreed  to,  viz.  *  That  no  licence  Ihall  be  effedual 

*  to  exempt  any  perfon  from  the  penalties  of  this 

*  a6l,  who  fhall  lift  or  caufe  to  be  lifted  in  the  fer- 
'  vice  of  the  French  King,  until  after  the  faid  French 
<  King  ftiall  have  dift^anded,  broke,  and  difmifled, 

*  all  the  regiments,  troops,  or  companies  of  fol- 
'  diers,  which  he  has  or  may  have  in  his  fervice, 
'  confifting  of  the  natural- born  fubjeds  of  the  crown 
'  of  Great-Britain:  This  ad  to  continue  in  force 

*  for  three  years.'  The  amendments  made  to  this 
bill  were  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  on 
Monday  the  28th  of  June,  and  the  next  day,  the 
bill  was  fent  to  the  Commons,  who  gave  it  their 
concurrence  without  any  amendments. 

On  the  laft  day  of  June,  and   firft  of  July,  the  Debate  in 
Lords  caufed  feveral  papers,  relating  to  the  trade  Jf^^j^°'if^'^j^ ' 
with  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies  to  be  read  ;  and  the  th^spanijb 
next  day,  their  Lordfhips  took  that  affair  into  their  ^'^'^^* 
confideration.     The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  open- 
ed that  important  matter,  made  it  plainly  appear, 
that  confidering  the  difcouragements  to  which  that 
trade  was  fubjedted  by  the  explanations  of  the /^z> J, 
fifth,  and  eighth  articles  oi  the  treaty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  between    Great-Britain    and   Spain ; 
which  explanations  were  made  at  Madrid,  after  fign- 
ing  of  the  faid  treaty  at  Utrecht ;  it  was  impofllble 
for  our  merchants  to  carry  on  that  trade  without  cer- 
tain lofs.    His  Lordfhip  fupported  his  arguments  by 
a  letter  written  by  an  Englijh  fador  in  Spain  to  his 
principals  5  and  was  feconded  by  the  Lord  Cowper, 
|vly  Lord  BoUngbroke  endeavoured  to  anfwer  their 

objedions  5 
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objedlions ;  and,  among  other  things,  excepted 
againft  that  letter,  which,  he  pretended,  was  forged 
here.  The  Lord  Hallifax  flood  up  next,  and 
made  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  reprefented,  *  how  the 

*  moft  beneficial  branch  of  commerce,  the  trade, 

*  for  the  recovery  of  which  we  entered  into  the  late 

*  expenfive  war,  had  been  notorioufly  negleded, 

*  and  given  up.'  The  Lord  Bolinghroke  having  faid 
fomething  in  defence  of  the  miniftry,  my  Lord 
Hallifax^  and  fome  other  Peers,  confuted  his  alle- 
gations. But  what  put  the  advocates  of  the  Spant/h 
treat-j  to  filence,  was  the  teftimony  of  Sir  William 
Hodges^  and  of  about  thirty  more  eminent  mer- 
chants trading  to  Spain^  both  Whigs  and  Tories^  who 
being  called  into  the  houfe  of  Lords,  unanimouQy 
averred,  that  unlefs  the  explanations  of  the  three  ar- 
tides  before- mentioned  were  refcinded,  they  could 
not  carry  on  their  commerce  without  lofing  20  or 
25  per  cent.  It  was  obferved,  that  the  Lord  High 
Treafurer  joined  with  the  Lord,  who  infifted  on 
the  hearing  of  the  Spanijh  merchants,  which  was 
if renuoufly  oppofed  by  the  Lord  Bolinghroke :  And 
which  nice  observers  looked  upon  as  a  certain  indi- 
cation of  a  falling  out  between  thofe  two  Minilters. 
After  a  debate  and  examination,  that  laded  till  near 
feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  Lords  refolved 
to  addrefs  her  Majeily,  that  Ihe  would  be  pleafcd 
to  caufe  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  negociation  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain^  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them  ;  together  with  the  names  of  the  perfons 
who  advifed  her  Majejiy  to  that  treaty.  Then  their 
Lordfhips  adjourned  the  confideration  of  that  affair 
to  the  Monday  following,  when  the  Lords  with 
white  ftaves  reported  her  Majefty's  anfwer,  import- 
ing in  l^jbftance,  *  That  her  Majefty  being  given 
'  to  underftand,  that  the  three  explanatory  articles 

*  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain  were  not 

*  -detrimental  to  the  trade  of  her  fubjeds,  fhe  had 

*  confented  to   their  being   ratified  with  the  faid 

'  treaty,' 
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*  treaty.'  The  Queen  making  no  mention  in  her 
anfwer  of  the  perfons  who  had  advifed  her  to  ra- 
tify thofe  explanatory  articles^  the  coming  at  the 
knowledge  of  whom  was  the  chief  defign  of  the 
Lords  addrefs,  feveral  members  excepted  againft 
that  anfwer  as  unfatisfadtory  :  And  among  the  reft, 
the  Earl  of  Wharton  and  the  Lord  HalUfax  repre- 
fented,  '  That  if  fo  little  regard  was  fhewn  to  the 

*  addreffes  and  application  of  that  auguft  aflembly 

*  to  the  Sovereign,  they  had  no  bufinefs  in  that 

*  houfe,  and  moved  that  a  reprefentation  be  made 
'  to  her  Majefty,  to  lay  before  her  the  infuperable 

*  difficulties^  that  attended  the  Spanijh  trade,  on  the 

*  foot  of  the  late  treaty:'  Which  was  agreed  to. 
It  was  alfo  moved,  that  the  houfe  (hould  infift  on 
her  Majefty's  naming  the  perfons  who  advifed  her 
to  ratify  the  faid  three  explanatory  articles  ;  but  the 
courtiers  warded  off  that  blow,  which  was  chiefly 
levelled  at  the  Lord  Bolinghroke^  and  his  agent  Ar^ 
thur  Moore,  The  fame  day,  the  faid  reprefenta- 
tion was  drawn  up,  reported,  agreed  on,  and  on 
the  feventh  of  Jul'y  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  as 
follows : 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE   your  Majefty's   moft  dutiful  and  loyal  The  Lords 
fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  'Z'^^^ll 
in  Parliament  affembled,  having  taking  into  our  the  treaty  of 
ferious  confideration  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  trade  Z]xhs'/ain, 
between  your  Majefty's  fubjeds  and  Spain^  do  beg 
leave  humbly   to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  that 
upon  the   examination  of  merchants  at  our  bar, 
and   perufing  and   confidering  feveral   reprefenta- 
tions  and  papers,  laid  before  us  by  your  Commil- 
fioners  of  trade,  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  carry- 
ing on  the  trade,  between   your  Majefty's  domi- 
nions and  Spain,  on  the  foot  of  the  prefent  treaty 
of  commerce,  as  it  ftands  ratified  with  the  three 
explanatory   articles,  is  attended  with  infuperable 

difficulties. 
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difficulties,  and  therefore  we  do  very  earneftly 
befeech  your  Majefty,  to  ufe  effedual  means  for 
procuring  fuch  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  fame, 
as  may  render  the  faid  trade  pradticable  and  benefi- 
cial to  your  Majefty's  people. 

Her  Majefty's  anfwer  was : 

My  Lords, 
The  Queen's  JT  has  been  my  care  to  procure  all  pffible  advantages 
^^''^'       -^  for  my  fuhje5is  in  trade. 

And  IJhall  continue  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain 
further  benefits^  and  -particularly  in  the  trade  with 
Spain  which  is  fo  ufeful  to  my  fubje^s. 

On  the  5th  oi'July,  the  Lords  refolved  to  refumc 
the  next  day,  the  confideration  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Spain :  And  in  order  to  go  to  the 
bottom  of  that  affair,  their  Lordfhips  fent  a  melTage 
to  the  Commons,  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  Lords 
having  under  confideration  matters  of  great  mo- 
ment, relating  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  did 
defire,  that  fuch  members  of  that  houfe,  who  were 
CommifTioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  might 
have  liberty  to  attend  their  Lordfhips  that  day. 
Upon   this    the   Commons  ordered    '  That  fuch 

*  members  of  their  houfe,  who  were  CommifTioners 

*  for  trade  and  plantations,  have  liberty  to  go  to 

*  the  Lords,  if  they  thought  fit.' 

The  Com-       On  Tuefday,  the  6th  of  July,  the  Lords  proceed- 

fbr^trTdT     ^^  ^^  ^^^  confideration  of  the  Spanifh  trade,  and  to 

andpianta-   tlic  examination  of  the  CommifTioners  of  trade  and 

mined  by'the  plantations.     The  Earl  of  PFharton,  who  began  the 

Lords,  about  dcbatc,  faid  among  other  things  ironically,  '  He  did 

commerce  °^ '  ^^t  doubt  but  oneof  thofc  Gentlemen  could  make  ic 

vfkh  Spain,  c  appear,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain 

'  was  very  advantageous.'      This  was    meant  of 

Mr.  Arthur  Moore.,  who  had  the  chief  management 

of  that  affair/  and  who  contradi(3:ed  himfelf  in  fe- 

ver^l 
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veral  queftions  that  were  afked  him  by  the  Lord 
Cowper,  about  the  three  explafjatory  articles  in  que- 
ftion.  This  was  aggravated  by  the  conteffion  of 
the  other  Commiflioners,  particularly  of  Robert 
Monkton^  Efq;  who  declared,  that  Mr.  Moore^ 
only  read  curforily  to  them  the  faid  articles,  with- 
out giving  them  time  to  examine  the  fame  :  Befides 
which,  Mr.  Popple^  their  Secretary,  depofed,  That 
Mr.  Moore  had  ihewn  him  a  letter  in  French  from 
Monfieur  Orr^f,  diredled  to  Don  Ariurio  Moro^  im- 
porting in  fubftance,  '  That  he  muft  not  expedl  the 
'  two  thoufand  louii  iVors  per  annum^  that  had  been 

*  promifed  him,  unlefs  he  got  the  three  explanatory 

*  articles  ratified.'  Mr.  Wbeelock^  firil  Clerk  to  the 
CommifTioners  of  trade,  and  private  Secretary  to 
Mr.  Moore^  being  alfo  examined  upon  oath,  was 
in  confcience  obliged  to  lay  many  things  to  his 
mailer's  charge.  In  this  debate  there  was  fome 
difpute  between  the  Lords  Lexington  and  Bolinghrokd 
about  a  letter,  which  the  firft  maintained  to  have 
received  from  the  latter  ;  but  it  was  obferved,  that 
the  Lord  Treafurer  remained  neuter ;  and  his 
friends  gave  out,  that  he  had  no  (hare  in  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  articles  in  queftion. 

The  Lords  refolved  to  take,  the  next  day,  into 
further  confideration,  the  ftate  of  trade  with  Spain 
and  i\\z   Weft' Indies ;  and    in    order   thereto,    that 
the  Committee  of  the  South-Sea  for  the  JJfiento^  tile 
Commiilfioners  of  trade,  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  Captain 
Johnfon^  fhould  attend  their  houfe.     On  ^burfday  The  Lords 
the  8th  of  July,  their  Lordfhips  fent  a  meflage  to  [^'^^^Tadof 
the  Commons,  to  defire  that  fuch  of  their  members  to  the  m- 
as  were  of  the  faid  Committee  of  the  South-Sea  com--^'"^"* 
pany  for  the   JJIiento,  and   alfo  IVilllam  Lowndes^ 
Efq;  a  member  of  their  houfe,  might  have  leave  to 
attend  the  houfe  of  Lords,  that  day  :  Which  the 
Commons  complied  with  ;  after  the  Lords,  by  a 
fecond  melTage,  had  fpecified  the  caufc  for  which 
their  Lordfhips  defired  their  attendance.     It  ap- 
peared 
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pearcd  by  the  confefTion  of  Mr.  Lowndes^  Secretary, 
and  Mr.  Taylor^  firft  clerk  to  the  Lord  High- 
Treafurer,  that  they  were  only  nominal  affignees 
for  the  quarter  part  of  the  Affiento  contrail  referved 
for  her  Majefty,  and  that  fome  perfons  to  them  un- 
known, fbut  who  were  ftrongly  fufpeded  to  be  the 
Lord  Bolinghroke^  the  Lady  Majjam^  and  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Moore)  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  it.  Upon 
which  the  Lord  Cowper  made  a  fpeech,  wherein  he 
made  it  appear,  that  the  uncertainty  and  fufpence 
in  which  the  South  Sea  company  had  a  long  time 
been  kept,  whether  her  Majefty  would  retain  to 
herfelf,  or  give  to  the  company,  the  quarter  part 
of  the  Affienio  contract  therein  referved  to  her,  had 
been  the  principal  obftrudlion  to  the  company's  car- 
rying on  that  trade.  Hereupon  the  Earl  of  Whar- 
ton  moved,  '  That  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 
'  Majefty,  that  fhe  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
'  give  the  South-Sea  company,  not  only  the  quarter 
'  part  of  the  Affiento  contra6l  therein  referved  to  her 
'  Majefty,  but  alfo  the  feven  and  a  half  per  cent, 

*  granted  to  Manual  Manajfes  Gilligan,  Efq*,  and 

*  any  other  profits  arifing  from  the  faid  contrad.* 
But  the  queftion  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative  by  55  votes  againft  43.  After 
this  the  Earl  of  Anglejey  moved,  and  it  was  refolved 
by  ^6  votes  againft  40,  '  To  prefent  an  addrefs  to 
'  her  Majefty,  to  return  the  thanks  of  the  houfe 
'  for  her  Majefty's  having  fo  generoufly  given,  not 
'  only  licences  for  the  two  ftiips  of  500  tuns  each, 

*  and  the  Affiento  coyitraEi\  but  alfo  the  quarter 
'  part,  which  her  Majefty  was  pleafed,  at  firft,  to 

*  referve  to  herfelf;  and  that  her  Majefty  would  be 

*  graciouQy   pleafed,    that  fuch   other  advantages 

*  which  were  or  might  be  vefted  in  her  Majefty, 
'  might  be  difpofed  of  for  the  ufe  of  the  public' 
This  day's  debate  took  up  the  Lords  till  nine  of 
the  clock  in  the  evening,    fo  that  they  had  no 

time. 
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time,  as  fome  Wbng  Lords  defigned  ic,  to  proceed 
CO  the  cenfure  of  Mr.  Moore. 

The  next  day,    her  Majefty's   anfwer  to   their 
Lordfhips  addrefs  was  reported,  viz. 

TJER   Majeji^    returns   her  thanks  for  this  ^J- TheQnoen's 
^  drefi.     ^ 

She  has  always  had  a  great  confederation  for  the  ad-- 
vice  of  the  houfe. 

And  as  to  the  particulars  defered^  her  Majefty  will 
difpofe  of  them  as  fhe  fh all  judge  befi  for  the  fervice. 

The  latter  part  of  this  anfwer  was  very  ill  relifh- 
ed  by  the  Whig  Lords,  and  even  by  the  Earl  of 
Anglefey  himfelf,  who  had  made  the  motion  for  the 
addrefs.  Some  members  took  that  occafion  to  com- 
plain of  her  Majefty's  filence,  in  relation  to  the  defire 
of  that  houfe,  that  flie  would  be  pleafed  to  name  the 
perfons  who  had  advifed  her  to  ratify  the  three  expla- 
natory articles ;  and  fome  hot  fpeeches  were  made  on  warm 
both  fide^,  on  that  nice  affair  :  But  the  lottery  bill  aboutiT. 
being  ready  for  the  royal  affent,  her  Majefty  came 
that  very  day  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  which  put  an  end 
to  that  warm  debate.  It  was  the  general  opinion, 
that  if  the  Parliament  had  fat  one  day  longer,  Mr. 
Arthur  Moore  would  have  been  cenfured  by  the 
Lords,  and  ordered  to  be  profecuted  ;  nay,  many 
hoped  that  their  Lordfhips  would  have  carried  the 
refentment  of  his  and  the  Lord  Bolingbroke's  col- 
lufory  and  corrupt  conduol^  in  relation  to  the  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Spain^  fo  far  as  to  fend  them 
both  to  the  Tower,  It  was  alfo  generally  thought, 
that  this  (lorm  v/as  the  refult  of  a  late  mifunder- 
flanding  betv/een  the  two  chief  Minifters.,  and  raifed 
by  the  Lord  Treafurer,  in  order  to  deprefs  the 
Secretary  of  ftate,  v/ho  endeavoured  to  put  him 
out  of  the  Queen's  favour;  But  when  their  animo- 
fity  feemed  to  be  ready  to  break  out,  they  wifely 

confidered, 
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confidered,  that  either  of  them  muft,  in  the  end, 
fall  a  vidim  to  their  enemies,  which  made  them 
for  the  prefent,  join  their  forces  for  their  common 
fafety. 

The  Queen,  being  come  to  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
on  the  9th  of  Ju^^  with  the  ufual  ftate,  and  the 
Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and  attending,  her 
Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  give  the  royal  alTent  to  fe- 
veral  public  and  private  bills. 

After  which,  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make 
the  following  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament. 

iVfy  hords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  Queen's  f  ■  AH  E  progrcfs  which  has  been  made  in  public 
boTh  Wes.    A     bufinefs,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year,  render 

it  both  convenient  and  neceffary,  that  I  fhould  put 

an  end  to  this  feflion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commomy 
I  return  you  hearty  thanks  for  all  your  good 
fervices  to  me,  and  to  your  country,  and  particu- 
larly for  the  fupplies  you  have  given  me,  as  well 
to  defray  the  expences  of  the  current  year,  as  to- 
wards the  difcharge  of  the  national  debts. 

In  our  prefent  circumftances  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pedted,  that  a  full  provifion  fhould  be  made  on 
both  thefe  heads. 

What  you  have  granted  fliall  be  laid  out 
with  the  beft  hufbandry  and  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. 

M;y  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
I  hope  early  in  the  winter  to  meet  you  again,  and 
to  find  you  in  fuch  a  temper  as  is  neceffary  for  the 
real  improvement  of  our  commerce,  and  of  all  the 
other  advantages  of  peace. 

My 
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My  chief  concern  is,  to  preferve  to  you,  and 
to  your  pofterity,  our  holy  religion,  and  the  li- 
berty of  my  fubjeds  \  and  to  fecure  the  prefent 
and  future  tranquillity  of  my  kingdoms.  But  I 
muft  tell  you  plainly,  that  thefe  defirable  ends 
can  never  be  attained,  unlefs  you  bring  the  fame 
difpofitions  on  your  parts  •,  unlefs  all  groundlefs 
jealoufies,  which  create  and  foment  divifions  a- 
mongft  you,  be  laid  afide  •,  and  unlefs  you  fheW 
the  fame  regard  for  my  juft  prerogative,  and  for 
the  honour  of  my  government,  as  I  have  always 
expreffed  for  the  rights  of  my  people. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  High   Chancellor  of 
Great-Britain^  by  her  Majefty's  command,  faid  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

IT    is  her    Majefty's  royal   will  and    pleafure,  The Pariia* 
that  this  Parliament  be  prorogued  to  Tuefday^  ^';]J  ^'''"'^ 
the   tenth  day  of  Auguft  next  :    And  this  Parlia- 
ment is    accordingly   prorogued    to    Tiiefday^   the 
tenth  day  of  Aiiguji  next. 

THE  Queen's  death,  which  happened  on  the 
firft  day  o^  Auguft,  occafioned  a  remarkable 
revolution  in  the  politics  of  Great-Britahi.  By  an 
ad  of  Parliament  pafled  in  the  laft  year  of  King 
Willi am^s  reign,  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  was 
fetded  in  the  houfe  of  Hancver.  In  confequence 
hereof,  immediately  after  the  demife  of  the  Queen, 
King  George  the  firft  was  proclaimed  King,  without 
any  kind  of  oppofition.  And  purfuant  to  another 
ad  of  Parliament  paflfed  in  the  year  1705,  the  Par-  The  Rarlia- 
liament  met  at  Weftminfter,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  ^^\r^^^^ 
very  day  the  Queen  died,  but  the  Speaker  of  the  ""^^ 
houfe  of  Commons  being  abfent,  fuch  members  of 
both  houfes  as  were  prefent  only  qualified  themfelves 
by  taking  the  oaths,  making  and  fubfcribing  the 
declaration,  and  taking  and  fubfcribing  the  oath 
VoL.VL  S  of 
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of  abjuration  ;  other  members,  as  faft  as  they  came 
up  to  town,  repaired  to  their  refpedive  houfes  to  do 
the  hke,  the  2d  and  3d  of  Auguft ;  as  the  Speaker 
of  the  Commons  did  on  Wednefday  the  4th.  The 
next  day,  the  Lords  Juftices  came  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  fent  a  mefiage  to  the  Commons  by  Sir 
William  Oldes^  Gentleman-ufher  of  the  hlack-rod^  re- 
quiring their  immediate  attendance.  The  Commons 
went  up  accordingly,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  be- 
ing one  of  the  Lords  Juftices,  in  their  name,  made 
the  following  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament. 

My  "Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  Lords    *  T  T   having  pleafed  Almighty  God  to  take  to 
^eechto      '  A  himfelf    our   late   mofl  gracious   Queen,    of 
both  houfes  '  blefled  memory,  we  hope,  that  nothing  has  been 
Augufi  5th.  c  omitted,  which  might  contribute  to  the  fafety  of 

*  thefe  realms,  and  the  prefervation  of  our  religion, 
'  laws  and  liberties,  in  this  great  conjundlure.     As 

^       *  thefe  invaluable  bleffings  have  been  fecured  to  us 

*  by  thofe  adls  of  Parliament,  which  have  fettled 

*  the  fuccelTion  of  thefe  kingdoms  in  the  mofl  illu- 

*  flrious  houfe  of  Hanover^  we  have  regulated  our 

*  proceeedings  by  thofe  rules  which  are  therein  pre- 

*  fcribed. 

'  The   Privy-Council,  foon  after  the  demife  of 

*  the  late  Queen,  affembled  at  St.  Jamesh^  where, 

*  according  to  the  faid  ads,  the  three  inflruments  were 
'  produced  and  opened,  which  had  been  depofited 

*  in  the  hands  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Cvnterhury^  the 

*  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Refident  of  Brwtfwick. 

*  Thofe,  who  either  by  their  offices,  or  by  virtue 
'  of  thefe  Inflruments,  had  the  honour  of  being  ap- 

*  pointed  Lords  Juflices,  did,  in  conjundion  with 

*  the    Council,  immediately  proceed    to  the  pro- 

*  claiming  of  our  lawful  and    rightful  Sovereign 

*  King  George^  taking,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ne- 

*  cefTary  care  to  maintain  the  public  peace. 

^  In 


A.  17 14-         DEBATES.  259 

'  In  purfuance  of  the  a6ls  before-mentioned,  this 

*  Parliament  is  now  aflembled,  and  we  are  perfuad- 

*  ed,  you  all  bring  with  you  fo  hearty  a  dii\:'orition 
*■  for  his  Maje(ly*s  fervice,    and  the  public  good, 

*  that  we  cannot  doubt  of  your  afliftance  m  every 
'  thing,  which  may  promote  thofe  great  ends. 

Gentlemen  of  the  hoiife  of  Commons^ 
'  We  find  it  neceflary  to  put  you  in  mind,  that 

*  feveral  branches  of  the  public  revenue  are  expir- 
'  ed  by  the  demife  of  her  late  Majefty,  and  to  re- 

*  commend  to  you  the  making  fuch  provifions,  in 
'  that  refpedb,  as  may  be  requifite  to  fupport  the 
'  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  \  and  we  afTure 
'  ourfeives  you  will  not  be  wanting  in  any  thing 
'  that  may  conduce  to  the  eftablifhing  and  advan- 
'  cing  of  the  public  credit. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*  "We  forbear  laying  before  you  any  thing  that 

*  does  not  require  your  immediate  confideration,  not 

*  having  received  his  Majefty's  pleafure :  We  fhall 

*  only  exhort  you,  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs,  to 

*  a  perfed  unanimity,  and  a  firm  adherence  to  our 
'  Sovereign's  intereft,  as  being  the  only  means  to 

*  continue  among  us  our  prefent  happy  tranquillity.* 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  houfe,  and 
their  Speaker  having  made  a  report  of"  the  Lords 
Juftices  fpeech,  it  was  refolved,  nemim  contradicente^ 
*'  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma-  Refolution 
<  jelly,  to  condole  with  his  Majefty,  upon  the  fad  ""l^^l^^Z 

*  occafion  of  the  death  of  our  late  moft  gracious  addrefs  of 
*•  Sovereign,  to  congratulate  his  Majefty's  happy  ana^'congrt 
'  accefTion  to  the  throne,  and  to  alTure  his  Majefty  tuiation  to 
'  of  the  utmoft  aiTiftance  of  this  houfe,  to  fupport  ^  ^    '"^' 

*  his  Majefty's  undoubted   right  to  the  imperial 

*  crown  of  thefe  realms,  againft  the  Pretender^  and 

*  ^11  other  perfons  whatfoever  :  And  alfo,  to  ex- 

S  2  *  prefs 


26o  Parliamentary  A.  1714. 

«  prefs  the  impatient  defires  of  his  faithful  Com- 
'  mons,  for  his  Majefty's  fafe  arrival  and  prefence 
'  in  Great-Britain  \  and  the  unanimous  refolutions 
'  of  this  houfc  to  maintain  the  public  credit,  and 

*  efFedlually  make  good  all  funds  which  have  been 

*  granted  by  Parhament,  for  the  fecurity  of  any 

*  funis  of  money,  which  have  been  or  fhall  be  ad- 
'  vanced  for  the  public  fervice  •,  and  that  they  will 

*  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  by  all  other  means, 

*  to  make  his  Majefty's  reign  happy  and  glorious.' 
After  this  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw 

up  the  faid  addrefs,  and  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved 
to  take  the  next  day  into  confideration,  the  Lords 
Jullices  fpeech  to  both  houfes. 

The  fame  day,  the  houfe  of  Peers  agreed  upon 
the  following  addrefs  to  his  Majefby. 

Mofl  gracious  Sovereign^ 
Jddref^tf   "1^7  ^  y^^^  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
theKing.       f  V    j^^s,  the  Lotds  fpiritual  and  temporal  in 
^"K-  5*       Parliament  alTembled,  though  deeply  fenfible  of  the 
great  lofs  thefe  nations  have  fuftained  by  the  demife 
of  her  late  Majefty,  of  blefled  memory,  think  it  our 
duty,    at  the  fame  time,  with  thankful  hearts  to 
Almighty  God,  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  up- 
on your   happy   and   peaceable   acceftion  to   your 
throne :  And  we  do,  with  the  utmoft  loyalty  and 
duty,  afTure  your  Majefty  of  our  zealous  and  firm 
refolutions,  to  fupport  your  undoubtedly  rightful 
and  lawful  title  to  the  crown,  againft  all  enemies 
and  pretenders  whatfoever. 

Our  zeal  and  afFe<ftion  for  your  Majefty's  fer- 
vice, engage  us  to  exert  ourfelves  with  all  vigour 
and  unanimity  for  fecuring  the  public  fafety ;  and 
we  will  always,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power, 
maintain  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown  : 
And  we  do  with  faithful  hearts  befeech  your  Ma- 
jefty, as  foon  as  poftlble,    to  give  us  your  royal 

.  '      prefence. 


A.  1714.  DEBATES.  261 

prefence,  which  we  are  perfuaded  will  be  attended 
with  all  other  bleflings  to  your  kingdoms. 

This  addrefs  having  by  the  Lords  Jufticcs  been 
tranfmitted  to  the  King,  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to 
return  this  moft  gracious  anfwer. 

G  EO  RG  E    R. 

I  Take  this  firft  opportunity  to  return  you  my  The  King' 
hearty    thanks    for  your  addrefs,  and   the  af-  '''^^'^'■• 
furances  you  have  given  me  therein. 

The  zeal  and  unanimity  you  have  fhewn  upon 
my  acccllion  to  the  crown,  are  great  encourage- 
ments td  me,  and  I  fhall  always  efteem  the  con- 
tinuance of  them  as  one  of  the  greatefl:  blefiings  of 
my  reign. 

No  one  can  be  more  truly  fenfible  than  I  am,  of 
the  lofs  fuflained  by  the  death  of  the  late  Queen, 
whofe  exemplary  piety  and  virtues  fo  much  endeared 
her  to  her  people,  and  for  whofe  memory  I  IhaU 
always  have  a  particular  regard. 

My  beil  endeavours  fliall  never  be  wanting  to 
repair  this  lofs  to  the  nation.  I  will  make  it  my 
conftant  care  to  preferve  your  religion,  laws, 
and  liberties  inviolable,  and  to  advance  the  honour 
and  profperity  of  my  kingdoms, 

I  am  haftening  to  you,  according  to  your  dejSre- 
fo  afFedlionately  expreffed  in  your  addrefs. 

On  the  6th  of  Auguft^  the  Commons  appointed  The  Com- 
the  strand  Committees  for  relmon^    mevances^  courts  "^?"^  f?" 

r  cO    n'  J  1  •     '7  1      7  r-f-  point  their 

of  jujtice^  trade^  and  'privileges  and  elemons  \  came  grand  Com- 
to  the  ufual  refolutions,  concerning  elections  •,  and  "^''^^^"* 
made  the  cuflomary  orders  againll  fbrangers  coming 
into  the  houfe  of  Commons,  i^c.  This  done,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Bromley  reported  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,    that  they  had  drawn  up  the  fame, 

S  3  which 
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which  was  read,  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign, 
The  Com-    \  ^f  7  E  your  Majeftv's  moft  dutiful    and   loyal 

monsaddrefs     \/\/       ^  /•    o  i       ^>  r   ^  -r>    -      ■       ■ 

to  the  King.  V  V  lub]ects,  the  Commons  01  Great-Britatn  in 
Parliament  afiembled,  hxiving  a  jufl  fenfe  of  the 
great  lofs  the  nation  has  fuftained  by  the  death  of 
our  late  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Aitne^  of  blefled 
memory,  humbly  crave  leave  to  condole  with  your 
Majefty  on  this  fad  occafion. 

It  would  but  aggravate  our  forrow  particularly 
>  to  enumerate  the  virtues  of  that  pious  and  molt 

excellent  Princefs :  The  duty  we  owe  to  your 
Majefty  and  to  our  country,  oblige  us  to  mode- 
rate our  grief,  and  heartily  to  congratulate  your 
Majefly's  acceflion  to  the  throne,  whofe  princely 
virtues  give  us  a  certain  profpecl  of  future  happi- 
r.efs  in  the  fecurity  of  our  religion,  laws,  and  li- 
berties, and  engage  us  to  alTure  your  Majefty, 
that  we  will  to  our  utm.ofc,  fupport  your  undoubt- 
ed right  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm, 
againii;  the  Pretender^  and  all  other  perfons  whatfo- 
ever. 

Your  faithful  Commons  cannot  but  exprefs  their 
impatient  dehre  for  your  Majefty's  fife  arrival 
and  prefence  in  Great- Britain. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  humbly  lay  before  your 
Majefiy,  the  unanimous  refolution  of  this  houfe, 
to  maintain  the  public  credit  of  the  nation,  and 
effedually  to  make  good  all  funds  which  have 
been  granted  by  Parliam.ent,  for  the  fecurity  of 
any  money  which  has  been,  or  fnall  be,  advanced 
for  the  public  fervice,  and  to  endeavour,  by  every 
thing  in  our  power,  to  miake  your  Majeft's  reign 
happy  and  glorious. 

After  this  the  memJjers  of  the  houfe,  who  were 
of  the  Privy-Councilj  were  ordered  to  prefent  the 

faid 


A.  1714-       DEBATES.  263 

laid  addrefs  to  the  Lords  Juftices,  with  thedefireof 
the  houfe,  that  they  would  tranfmit  the  fame  to  his 
Majefty,  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 

This  their  Excellencies  did  accordingly,  and  on 
the  25th  of  Jugujt,  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  acquaint- 
ed the  houfe,  that  the  Lords  Juftices  had  received 
his  Majefty's  anfwer  to  the  humble  addrefs  of  this 
houfe,  as  follows  : 

GEORGE    R. 

YOUR  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  is  very  accep-  The  King*« 
table  to  me.     The  unanimity  and  affedioa  ^"^^''' ^°  m 

in  rv  ^"^  Com-      W 

my   Commons  have  Ihewn  upon  my  acceiiion   to  mons  ad- 
the  crown,  are  mioft  agreeable  inftances  and  pledges  ^''^^^' 
of  their    fidelity  to  me.     I   have  a  juft   fenfe   of 
your  inexpreflible  lofs,  by    the  death  of  your  late 
Sovereign.     You     may     be  aflured    of    my  con? 
llant  endeavours  to  fecure   to  you  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  your   religion,    laws,   and   liberties,  and 
that  it  will  always  be  my  aim,   to   make   you  a 
happy  and  flourilhing  people ;    to  which  your  re- 
folution  to  maintain  the  public  credit  of  the  nation 
will  greatly  contribute.     I  am  haftening   to  you 
according  to  your  earneft  defire,  and  the  juft  ^x- 
peculations  of  my  people. 

Mr.  Speaker  having  read  this  anfwer  to  the 
houfe,  it  was  refolved,  Nemine  contradicente^  that 
the  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  returned  to  his 
Majefty,  for  his  moft  gracious  meffage,  in  anfwer 
to  their  addrefs  :  And  ordered,  that  the  faid  return 
of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  be  prefented  to  the  Lords 
Juftices,  with  the  defire  of  this  houfe,  that  they 
will  tranfmit  the  fame  to  his  Majefty. 

On  the  6th  of  Auguft  a  motion  was  made  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  *  That  a  fupply  be  granted  to 
*  his  Majefty  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 

S  4  ,'  houfliQld 
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*^  houfhold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 

*  crown  :*  The  confideration  of  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the  next 
day,  when  the  faid  motion  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to,  and  framed  into  a  refolution,  which  was  report- 
ed, and  agreed  to  on  Monday^  the  ninth  o^  jiuguft. 

The  Com-  The  next  day,  the  Commons,  in  a  grand  Com- 
rrgrVnilhe  niittec,  confidctcd  further  of  the  fupply  granted  to 
King  a  Tup-  his  Miijcfty,  and  after  fome  debate,  came  to  two 
Support  o?''  refoUrcions,  which  on  the  i  ith  were  reported  by  Mr. 
}iishou*oid,  Conyers^  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  and 
''•  *  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  as  follows  :  ill,  '  That  to- 
U  •'  wards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,   for  the 

'  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  houfhold,    and  of  the 

*  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,   the  fame  re- 

*  venues  which   were  payable  to  her  late  Majefty 

*  Qneen  Jnne  of  blelfcd  memory,    during  her  life, 
'  and  had  continuance  till  the  time  of  her  demife,  be 

*  granted  and  continued  in  like  manner  to  his  Ma- 

*  jeiVy,  during  his  life,  except  the  revenue  of  the 

*  duchy  of  Cornwall,  which  is  by  law  veiled  in  his 

*  royal  highnefs  the  Prince,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall^ 
2dly,     '  That  the  faid  revenues  be  continued  from 

*  the  death  of  her  late  Majefty  : '  And  then  ordered 

A  bill  order- a  bill  to  be  brought  in  upon  the  faid  refolutions. 

brought  in   Hctcupon  J ohn  Wykes ^  YSo^^  mem^ber  for  the  town 

tb€reupon.    q[  'Northampton^  propofed  the  tacking  to  it  the  hill^ 

tacking ano-  which  had  fo  oftcn  mifcarried,  for  limiting  the  niim- 

tber  bill  to  ^^^  cf  cfhccrs  in  the  koul'c  of  Commons  :    But  no  body 
jt,dropt.        -      -^j-^j    ,  .        ^     ^  ^ 

leconded  that  motion. 

Before  we  proceed,  v/e  mud  take  notice  of  fome 
private  tranlaclions  in  the  houfe  of  Commons.  Ac- 
cording to  the  refolution  taken  m  council,  the  Par- 
Jiament  met  the  very  Sunday  the  Queen  expired  ^ 
but  the  Speaker  of  the  Commons  being  in  the 
country,  Mr.  Bromley^  Secretary  of  flate,  moved 
to  adjourn  to  the  Wednefday  following,  and  was  fe- 
ponded  by  Mr.  C — --s.    Sir  Richard  Onfaw  repre- 

fented 
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fented  thereupon,  that  time  was  too  precious  at  that  ^°  j?"  f^"^ 
nice  jun6lare,  to  trifle  away  the  leaft  part  of  it,  and  mentin  the 
therefore  he  moved  that  the  houfe  fhould  adjourn  to  Co^mnTons 
the  next  day  :  Which  was  carried.  difapproved. 

A  great  many  perfons,  particularly  the  leading 
men  among  the  Tories^    whofe  hopes  and  defigns 
were  daflied  by  the  Queen's  fudden  death,  were  ex- 
tremely angry  with  Do6lor  Ratcliffe^  for  not  attend- 
ing her  Majefty,  when  fent  for  by  the  Duke  of  Or- 
monde upon  a  fond  belief,  that  he  might  have  pre- 
ferved  her  Maie{V)''s  life.     Their  refentment  went  fo 
far,  that  on  the  5th  q{  Augujl^  Sivjohn  Packington  p'|Jf"^^ 
made  a  complaint  againil  him  in  the  houfe  of  Com-  comphfns  of 
mons ;    but  it  being  reprefeuted  that  the  Dodor,  P^lif/^^^^ 
who  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  the  houfe,  of  Com- 
was  then  abfent,  that  matter  dropt.     The  fame  day,  "^°"^* 
yix.  Bromley^  Secretary  of  Hate,  moved  the  addrefs 
vf   condolance  and  congratulation ;    dwelt  much  on 
the  great  lofs  the  nation  had  fuftained  by  the  death 
of  the  late  Queen  \    and   was  backed    by   feveral  ^j^^j^g^Jch' 
members.     Thomas  Onjlozi\  Efq;  fon  to  Sir  Richard  about  the ' 
Onflow^  faid  thereupon,    '  That  the  principal  (Irefs  ^'^'^'■^^^' 
^  of  the  addrefs  ought  not  to  lie  upon  condoling^  but 

*  upon  congratulating^    and  giving  the  King  aflu- 

*  ranees  of  their  readinefs  to  maintain  both  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  undoubted  title  to  the  crown,  and  public 
'  credit.'     When  the  addrefs  had,    the  next  day, 

been  reported  and  agreed  to,    a  motion  was  made,  Motion  to 
that  two  members  of  the  houfe  fhould  be  appointed  drefs^oMe 
to  carry  over,  and  prefentit  to  his  Majefly;  but  no  {^'"^J^^ 
body  feconding  that  motion,    it. was  refolved,    that  dropt." 
the  Lords  Juftices  fhould  be  defired  to  tranfmit  it  to 
the  King. 

On  Sat.  Aug,  7.  there  was  a  fmall  debate  about  Debate 
the  choice  of  the  Chairman  of  the  grand  Committee  choke  of 
of  the  fubfidy  :    Seme  of  the  Tory  members  having  chairman 
moved,    and  infifting  on  the  placing  Sir  William  ^mhtet  oi 
Wyndham  in  the  chair  ;  Robert  JVabole^  Efq;  repre-  t^e  fubfidy. 

fented 


two 

Members, 
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icnted,    That  Mr.  Conyers  had,    fo  many  years,    fo 
\^cll  diRiiarged  that  office,  that  it  were  inconfiflent 
with  gratitude,    good  manners,    and  prudence,    to 
chufe  another  :  Upon  which  Mr.  Conyers  was  placed 
Some  Tories  in  thc  chair.     The   'Tories  having  loR-  this  point, 
givfrlftht'  ^^"^^  ^f  them,    in  order  to  curry  favour  with  the 
King  a  mil- new  Govemmcnt    (whofe  interefl,  they  v/ere  con- 
cha m.^^^  fcious  to  themfelves,  they  had  lately  oppofed)  pro- 
pofed  the  giving  the  King  one  million  ilerling,  for 
the  fupport  of  his  Majeftfs  houfholdy  and  of  the  honour 
^nd  dignity  of  the  crown^  &:c.  That  is  about  300000  /. 
more  than  the  late  Queen  enjoyed  :  But  tho'  no  di- 
•  reft  oppofition  was  then  made  againft  that  motion, 

)'et  the  fame  was  afterwards  dropt  \  the  wifeft  in 
both  parties  being  of  opinion,  that  the  only  way 
to  prefervc  our  excellent  conftitution,  is  to  keep  the 
crown  ilill  dependent  for  extraordinary  fubftdies,  on 
the  houfe  of  Commons ;  and  that  none  but  flavifJj 
time-fervers,  and  enemies  to  their  King  and  country, 
will  ever  be  for  putting  the  Sovereign  m  fuch  a  con- 
dition, as  that  he  may  live  without  Parliaments. 

Aig.  2ifc,  the  Lords  Juftices  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and 
attending,  their  Speaker,  upon  prefenting  to  their 
Excellencies  the  bill  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's  houHiold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown  of  Great- Britain,  together  with  the  other 
money  hill^  made  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  ^  ' 

^  f~w^  H  E  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeflfes  of 
'  JL  Great-Britain,  in  Parliament  affembled, 
'  under  the  prefent  happinefs  they  enjoy  by  his 
'  Majefty's  peaceable  and  quiet  acceffion  to  the 
'  Throne,  could  not  enter  upon  any  work  more  fa- 

•  tisfaftory  and  pleafing  to  themfelves,    than  the 

*  providing  a  fufficient  revenue  for  the  occafions  of 
'  his  Majefty's  civil  Government,  in  order  to  make 

'  his 
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*  his  reign  as  eafy  and  profperous,  as  the  beginning 
'  of  it  hath  been  fecure  and  iindiflurbed. 

'  They  are  fcnfible,  that  the  peace  of  the  King- 

'  dom  is  not  to  be  preferved,  nor  the  rights  and  li- 

'  berties  of  the  fubjeds  to  be  proteded,  without 

'  fiipporting  the  jull  authority  and  dignity  of  the 

«  crown  ;    and  therefore  they  have  thought  it  their 

«  intereft  as  well  as  duty,  to  make  fuch  a  provifion 

'  as  may  not  barely  fuffice  to  the  neceflity  of  the 

*  Government,  but  may  be  fuitable  to  the  flate, 
«  the  honour,  the  luflre,  which  the  crown  of  Great- 

*  Britain  ought  to  be  attended  with. 

'  Whatfoever  is  fuperfluous  in  that  provifion,  and 

*  more  than  the  ordinary  fervices  of  his  Majefty 

*  fhall  require,  will  but  enable  him  to  exert  his  high- 
'  eft  and  moil  valuable  prerogative  of  doing  good  ; 

*  And  we  can  give  no  greater  proof  of  the  truft  we 
'  repofe  in  his  Majefty's  gracious  difpofition,  than 
'  putting  the  fame  entire  revenue  into  his  hands, 

*  which  her  late  Majelly  died  poflefied  of;    whofe 

*  virtues  we  all  admired,    and  of  whofe  afFe6lion 

*  and  concern  for  the  religion,  laws  and  liberties  of 
'  this  kingdom,  we  had  fo  long  experience. 

'  As  the  crown  itfelf  defcends  immediately,   and 

*  knows  no  vacancy,  the  Comm-ons  have  taken  care 
'  that  the  revenue  fliould  follov/  it  as  clofe  as  poffible, 
'  for  they  have  given  all  the  difpatch  to  this  grant 
'  which  the  forms  of  their  proceedings  would  allow  -, 
'  fo  that  when  his  Majefty  fnall  pleafe  to  anfv/er  the 

*  impatient  defires  of  his  people,  by  coming  to 
*-  take  poftefiion  of  his  kingdoms,  he  will  find  him- 
'  felf  equally  eftabliftied  in  thefe  revenues,    as  if  he 

*  had  fucceeded  to  all  by  an  uninterrupted  right  of 
'  inheritance :  The  only  difference  is  this,  that  if 
'  he  had  inherited  them,  he  would  have  wanted  one 
'  Proof  of  the  duty,  and  aftecStion,    and  unanimity 

*  of  his  fubjeds. 

'  Our  defire  is,  that  this  may  be  looked  upon  as 
'  an  earneft  and  pledge  of  that  zeal  and  fidelity 

'  which 
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'  which  we  fhall  always  retain,  and  which  upon  eve- 

*  ry  occafion  we  fhall  be  ready  to  demonflrate  to 
'  his  Majefly's  perfon  and  Government:  As  fuch, 
'  we  hope  his  Majefty  will  gracioufly  accept  it  at 

,^*  this  time  •,  and  hereafter,  when  he  fliall  have  had 

•'  experience  of  this  firft  voluntary  ofi'ering  of  his 

*  loyal  Commons,  we  hope  he  will  find  it  to  his  fa- 

*  tisfadion,  as  large  and  as  ample  as  he  could  wifh  ; 

*  might  but  the  term  of  the  grant  be  as  long  as  we 

*  could  wifh  1    fince  it  is  to  have  equal  continuance 

*  with  his  Majeily's  life. 

My  Lords ^ 
'  The  bill  v/hich  the  Commons  have  pafTed  for 
'  the  purpofes  I  have  mentioned,    is    intitled,    An 
^  aU  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefifs  houfJjotdy 

*  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great- 

*  Britain. 

*■  They  have  alfo  prepared  another  bill,  as  well 
"  for  the  rectifying  wiflakes  in  the  names  of  the  Com- 
'  mJjftoners  for  the  land-ta^^  as  for  raifing  fo  much  as 
«  is  wanting  to  make  up  the  fum  of  fourteen  hundred 

*  thoufand  pounds^  intended  to  he  raifed  by  lottery  for 
^  the  public  fervice^  in  the  year  lyi^..  This  having 
^  been  recommended  to  their  care,  and  appearing 
'  to  them  to  be  neceflary  for  his  Majefly's  and  the 
'  public  fervice,  they  have  reafon  to  think  they  have 
'  now  abundantly  fupplied  the  defe6l  in  the  former 

*  provifion  ;  and  in  this  afTurance,  they  humbly 
'•  prefent  this  bill  alfo  for  the  royal  afTent. 

Acis  t)ari£d.      Then  the  Lords  Juflices  gave  the  royal  afTent  to 
tlie  three  following  public  bills  : 

I.  An  a 51  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefly's 
houfkold^  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  of 
Great- Britain. 

^.  An  a^i  for  rectifying  miflakes  in  the  names  of  the 
Conmiffxoners  for  the  land-tax^  for  the  year  one  thoufand 

feven 
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feven  himdred  and  fourteen  \  and  for  raifing  fo  much 
as  is  wanting  to  make  up  the  fum  of  fourteen  hundred 
thoiifand  pounds^  intended  to  be  raifed  by  a  lottery  for 
the  'public  fervice  in  the  faid  year , 

g.  An  a^  to  enable  perfons  now  refiding  in  Great- 
Britain,  to  take  the  oaths^  and  to  do  all  other  a5fs  in 
Great- Britain,  requifite  to  qualify  themf elves  to  con- 
tinue their  refpe^ive  places^  offices ^  and  employments ^ 
in  Ireland. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor,  being  one  of 
the  Lords  Juflices,  in  their  name  made  the  follow- 
ing fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  Parleament.     . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

WE  cannot  but  exprefs  our  greatefl  fatisfadli-  The  Lords 
on,    and,    in  his   Majefty's  name,    return  \^^'^^\^ 
you  thanks,  for  the  convincing  proofs  which  you  both  houfes. 
have  given,  in  this  fefTion,  of  your  duty  and  af- 
fedlion   to  his  Majefly,  and  of  your  zeal  for  his 
government. 

We  muft  particularly  thank  you.  Gentlemen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons^  for  the  aids  which  you  have 
granted  to  his  Majefly,  for  the  better  fupport  of 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  for  preventing  any 
difappointment  in  the  fuppHes  given  in  the  laft 
fefTion  for  the  fervice  of  this  year.  You  may  be 
afTured,  that  the  unanimity,  the  cheerfulnefs,  and 
the  difpatch  with  v/hich  you  have  proceeded  in 
granting  thefe  aids,  will  render  them  yet  more  ac- 
ceptable to  his  Majefly.  And  you  may  depend 
upon  our  making  a  faithful  reprefentation  thereof 
to  him. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
All  neceffary  bufinefs  being  now  happily  con- 
cluded, it  will  be  proper  for  us  to  put  a  fpeedy 
end  to  this  fefTion.     We  think  fit,  at  prefent,  in 
his  Majefly's  name,    to  defire  you  forthwith  re- 

fpedively 
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fpedively    to    adjourn   yourfelves  until   Wednefday 
next. 

Accordingly  both  houfes  immediately  adjourned 
to  Wednefday  the  25th  of  Augnft^  when  being  met 
again,  the  Commons  ordered  that  their  Speaker  be  de- 
fired  to  print  the  fpeecb  by  him  made  the  Saturday  be- 
fore. Then  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  acquainted  the 
houfe,  that  the  Lords  Juftices  had  received  his  Ma- 
jefly's  anfwer  to  the  humble  addrefs  of  this  houfe  at 
the  beginning  of  this  feffion  ;  which  he  prefented  to 
the  houfe  ;  as  was  related  before. 

After  this  the  Lords  Juftices  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and 
attending,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the  name  of 
their  Excellencies,  made  the  following  fpeech  to 
both  houfes : 


H 


My  Lords  and  Gentleme^t^ 

A  VI  NG,  fmceyour  late  adjournment,  recei- 
ved his  Majefty's  moil  gracious  anfwer,  un- 
der his  fign  manual,  to  your  feveral  addrefTes  ;  and 
by  his  Majefty's  command,  ordered  them  to  be  de- 
livered to  you  refpedlively  :  We  do  now,  in  his  Ma- 
The  Pariia-  jcfty's  name,  prorogue  this  prefent  Parliament  till 
ZZir^'^f  "^^-^tirfday  the  twenty  third  day  of  September  next : 
guji  25th,     And  this  prefent  Parliament  is  accordingly  proro- 
gued to  Thurfday  the  twenty  third  day  of  Septem- 
ber next. 

After  feveral  prorogations,  on  the  fifth  of  January^ 
the  King  in  council  figned  the  following  Proclama- 
tion^ for  diftblvlng  the  preftnt  Parliament. 

GEORGE    R. 

WHEREAS  we  have  thought  fit,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  our  Privy-council,  to 
diftbive  the  prefent  Parliament,  which  now  ftands 

prorogued 
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prorogued  to  Tburfday  the  thirteenth  day  of  this 
inilant  January  \  We  for  that  end  publlfl-i  this 
our  royal  proclamation  >  and  do  hereby  diflblve 
the  faid  Parliament  accordingly :  And  the  Lords 
ipiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  Knights,  Citizens, 
and  Burgefles,  and  Commiffioncrs  for  fhires  and 
burghs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  are  difcharged 
from  their  meeting  on  nurfday  the  faid  thirteenth 
day  of  this  inilant  January,  And  we  being  re- 
folved  to  meet  our  people,  and  have  their  advice 
in  Parliament,  do  hereby  make  known  to  all  our 
loving  fubjeds,  that  we  will  fpeedily  call  a  new 
Parliament. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  JamesV,  the  fifth  day 
(?/ January,  17 14.  In  the  fir Ji  year  of  our 
reign. 

Ten  days  after,  the  King  in  council,  figned  the 
following  Proclamation  for  calling  a  new  ParHa- 
ment. 

GEORGE    i^. 

IT  having  pleafed  Almighty  God,  by  moft 
remarkable  fteps  of  his  Providence,  to  bring 
us  in  fafety  to  the  Crown  of  this  Kingdoms,  not- 
withftanding  the  defigns  of  evil  men,  who  fhewed 
themfelves  difaffedled  to  our  fuccefiion,  and  who 
have  fince,  with  the  utmoft  degree  of  malice, 
mifreprefented  our  firm  refolution,  and  uniform 
endeavours  to  preferve  and  defend  our  mod  ex- 
cellent conftitution  both  in  Church  and  State,  v 
and  attempted  by  many  falfe  fuggeflioas  to 
render  us  fufpeded  to  our  people  ;  We  cannot 
omit,  on  this  occafion  of  firfb  fummoning  our 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain  (in  juftice  to  our- 
felves,  and  that  the  mifcarriages  of  others  may 
not  be  imputed  to  us,  at  a  time  when  falfe  impref- 

jlons 
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fions  may  do  the  greateft  and  irrecoverable  hurt  be- 
fore they  can  be  cleared  up)  to  fignify  to  our  whole 
kingdom,  that  we  were  very  much  concerned,  on 
our  acceflion  to  the  crown,  to  find  the  public  af- 
fairs of  our  kingdoms  under  the  greateft  difficulties, 
as  well  in  refpecl  of  our  trade  and  the  interruption  of 
our  navigation,  as  of  the  great  debts  of  the  na- 
tion, which  we  were  furprized  to  obferve,  had 
been  very  much  increafcd  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  war.  We  da  not  therefore  doubt  that  if  the 
enfuing  ele£iions  (hall  be  made  by  our  loving  fub- 
jedls,  with  that  fafety  and  freedom  which  by  law 
they  are  intituled  to,  and  we  are  refolved  to  main- 
tain to  them,  they  will  fend  up  to  Parliament  the 
fitteft  perfons  to  redrefs  the  prefent  diforders,  and 
to  provide  for  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  our  king- 
doms, and  the  eafe  of  our  people  for  the  future, 
and  therein  will  have  a  particular  regard  to  fuch  as 
fhewed  a  firmnefs  to  the  Proteftant  fucceffion^  when 
it  was  moft  in  danger  :  We  have  therefore  found  ic 
neceflary,  as  well  for  the  caufes  aforefaid,  as  for 
other  weighty  confiderations  concerning  us  and  our 
kingdoms,  to  call  a  Parliament,  and  v/edo  accord- 
ingly declare.  That  with  the  advice  of  our  Privy- 
council,  we  have  this  day  given  order  to  our  Chan- 
cellor of  Great-  Britain^  to  ifTue  out  writs,  in  due 
form,  for  the  calling  a  new  Parliament ;  which 
writs  are  to  bear  'Tejte  on  Monday  the  feventeenth 
day  of  this  inftant  January^  and  to  be  returnable  on 
Tburfilay  the  feventeenth  day  of  March  next  fol- 
lowing. 

Givm  at  our  Court  at  St.  James' j,  the  fifteenth 
day  of  January,   1714.     In  the  firji  year  of 
our  reign. 
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A  Lift  of  the  Parliament  which  met 

at  Wejiminfier  the  17th  ^-^j  oi  March  17 15, 
being  the  firft  Parliament  of  King  George  I. 

A    LIST    of    the    PEERS. 


Note,  Thole  marked  thus  *  were  under  a^e. 


HisRoyal  Highnefs  Geo. 
Auguftus,  Prince  of 
Wales,  ^c, 

DUKES,  G?^. 

William  Cowper,  Lord 
Cowper,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Great- 
Britain. 

Daniel  Finch,  Earl  of 
Nottingham ,  Lord 
Prefident  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Thomas  Wharton,  Earl 
of  Wharton,  Lord 
Privy  Seal. 

t  Thomas  Howard,  D. 
of  Norfolk,  EarlMar- 
fhal,  and  Hereditary 
Marfhal  of  England. 

William  Cavendiih,  D. 
of  Devonfnire,  Lord 
Steward  of  the  King's 
Houfhold. 

Charles  Talbot,  Duke 
of  Shrewfbury,  Lord 
Vol.  VL  T 


Chamberlain    of   the 
King's  Houlhould. 

Charles  Seymour,  Duke 
of  Somerfet,  Mailer 
of  Horfe. 

Charles  Fitz-Roy,  D.  of 
Cleveland  and  South- 
ampton. 

Charles  Lenos,  D.  of 
Richmond. 

Charles  Fitz-Roy,  D.  of 
Grafton. 

James  Butler,  D.  of  Or- 
mond. 

*  Henry  Somerfet,  D* 
of  Beaufort. 

George  Fitz-Roy,  D.  of 
Northumberland, 

Charles  Beauclair,  D.  of 
St.  Albans,  Captain 
of  the  band  of  Gen- 
tlemen Penfioners. 

Charles  Pawlet,  D.  of 
Bolton. 

Meinhardt  Schonberg , 
D.  Schonberg. 

Peregrine 
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Peregrine  Ofborne,    D. 
of  Leeds. 

*  WriotheHy  Ruffel,  D. 

of  Bedford. 
John   Churchill,    D.  of 

Marlborough,  Captain 

General. 
John   Sheffield,    D.   of 

Buckinghamfhire  and 

Normanby. 
John   Manners,    D.  of 

Rutland. 
John  Mountagu,  D.  of 

Mountagu. 
James   Graham,    D.  of 

Montrofe. 
John  Ker,  D.   of  Rox- 

borough. 

*  Charles  Douglas,  D. 
of  Dover. 

Henry  de  Grey,  D.  of 
Kent. 

MARQJJISSES. 

Robert  Bertie,  Marquifs 
ofLindfey,LordGreat 
Chamberlain  of  Eng- 
land. 

Evelyn  Pierpont,  Mar- 
quifs of  Dorchefter. 

EARLS. 

James  Stanley,  Earl  of 
Derby. 

f  Theophilus  Hading, 
Earl  of  Huntingdon. 

Thomas  Herbert,  E.  of 
Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery. 
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Henry  Clinton,  E.  of 
Lincoln. 

Henry  Howard,  E.  of 
Suffolk  and  Bindon, 
Deputy  Earl-Marlhal 
of  England. 

Lionel  Cranfield  Sack- 
ville,  E.  of  Dorfet  and 
Middlefex,Lord  War- 
den of  the  Cinque- 
Ports. 

James  Cecil,  E.  of  Sa- 
lifbury. 

John  Cecil,  E.  of  Exe- 
ter. 

Scroop  Egerton,  Earl 
of  Bridgewater,  Lord 
Chamberlain  to  the 
Prince. 

John  Sidney,  E.  ofLei- 
cefter. 

George  Compton,  E.  of 
Northampton,  Con- 
ilable  of  the  Tower  of 
London. 

*  Edward- Henry  Rich, 
E.  of  Warwick  and 
Holland. 

Bafil    Fieldino;,    E.    of 


Denbigh 


of 


Thomas    Fane,     E 
Weftmoreland. 

Charles  Montagu,  E.  of 
Manchefter. 

Henry  Bowes  Howard, 
E.  of  Berklhire. 

John    Savage,     E.  Ri- 
vers. 

Charles 
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Charles  Mordaunt,  Earl 

of  Peterborough  and 

Monmouth. 
Thomas  Grey,   Earl  of 

Stamford. 
Heneage  Finch,  Earl  of 

Winchelfea. 
Philip  Stanhope,   E.  of 

Chefterfield. 
Thomas  Tufton,  E.  of 

Thanet. 
Charles   Spencer,  E.  of 

Sunderland,  Ld.  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland. 
Nicholas   Leak,    E.   of 

Scarfdale. 
Edward  Montague,   E. 

of  Sandwich. 
Edward  Hyde,    E.    of 

Clarendon. 

*  William  Capel,  E.  of 
EfTex. 

George  Brudenel,  E.  of 

Cardigan. 
Arthur  Annefley,  E.  of 

Anglefey. 
Charles  Howard,  E.  of 

CarliOe. 
Thomas   Bruce,    E.    of 

Ailefbury. 

*  Richard  Boyle,  E.  of 
Burlington. 

*  Anthony- Afliley  Coo- 
per, Earl  of  Shaftf- 
bury. 

Edward-Henry  Lee,  E. 

of  Litchfield. 
Thomas  Lennard,  E.  of 

Suflex. 


A  T  E  S. 

Charles-BodvileRobarts, 

E.  of  Randor,  Trea- 

furer  of  the  Chamber. 
William  Paflon,  E.  of 

Yarmouth. 
James   Berkeley,  E.   of 

Berkeley. 
Henry  Hyde,  E.  of  Ro- 

chefler. 
Montague- Venables  Ber- 
tie, E.  of  Abingdon. 
*  Baptift   Noel,    E.  of 

Gainfborough. 
Robert  Darcey,    E.    of 

Holdernefs. 
Other  Windfor,    E.  of 

Plymouth. 
-f  James  Ratcliff,  E.  of 

Derwentwater. 
t  Henry-Stafford  How- 
ard, E.  of  St'dxTord. 
Henry  Bentick,    E.   of 

Portland. 
Arthur  Herbert,    E.  of 

Torrington. 
Richard  Lumley,  E.  of 

Scarborough. 
George    Booth,    E.    of 

Warrington. 
Richard  Newport,  E.  of 

Bradford. 
Frederick  Zuleftein,  E. 

of  Rochford. 
Arnold  Jooft  van  Kepel, 

E.  of  Albemarle. 
Gilbert  Coventry,  E.  of 

Coventry. 
Edward   Ruffel,    E.   of 

Orford,  firil  Commif- 
T  2  fion^r 
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fioner  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. 
William  Villers,  E.   of 

Jerfey. 
Henry  D' Auverquerque, 
E.  of  Grantham. 

John  Cam.pbell,  E.  of 
Greenwich,  (and  Duke 
of  Argyle)  General  of 
the  forces  in  Scotland. 

John  Poulet,  E.  Poulet, 

Francis  Godolphin,  E. 
of  Godolphin,  Cof- 
ferer to  the  King. 

Hugh  Cholmondeley, 
E.  of  Cholmondeley 
Treafurerof  the  Houf- 
hold. 

Robert  Harley,  E.  of 
Oxford  and  Earl  Mor- 
timer. 

Robert  Shirley,  E.  of 
Ferrers. 

Thomas  Wentworth,  E. 
of  Strafford. 

William  Legg,  E.  of 
Dartmouth. 

James  Brydges,  E.  of 
Caernarvan. 

Lewis  Watfon,  E.  of 
Rockingham. 

Charles  Bennet,  E.  of 
Tankerville. 

Charles  Montague,  E.  of 
Haliifax,  firft  Com- 
mifiioner  of  the  Trea- 
fury. 

Heneage  Finch,  E.  of 
Aylesford,  Chancellor 
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of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 

cafter. 
John  Hervey,  E.  of  Bri- 

ftol. 
Thomas  Pelham,  E.  of 

Clare. 
Henry  Paget,  E.ofUx- 

bridge.  Captain  of  the 

Yeomen  of  the  Guard. 

VISCOUNTS. 

Charles  Townfhend,  Vif- 
countTownfhend,  Se- 
cretary of  State. 

Price  Devereux,  Vif.  He- 
reford. 

f  Henry  Brown,  Vif. 
Montacute. 

Lawrence  Fines,  Vif. 
Say  and  Sele. 

f  Lawrence  Bellafyfe, 
Vifc.  Falconberg. 

William  Hatton,  Vif. 
Hatton. 

Talbot  Yelverton,  Vif. 
Longueville. 

*  Henry  Lowther,  Vif. 
Lonfdale. 

Henry  St.  John,  Vifc, 
Bolingbroke. 

Henry  Obrian,Vif.  Tad- 
cafter. 

BARONS. 

George  Nevil,  Lord  A- 

bergavenny. 
f  James  Touchet,  Lord 

Audley. 


John 


A,i7i5.       DEB 
John  Weft,  Lord  De  la 
War. 

Charles  Mildmay,  Lord 

Fitzwalter. 
Edward   Ward,     Lord 

Dudley  and  Ward, 
-f  Edward  S  tour  ton,  Ld. 

Stourton. 
Dr.  George  Verney  Ld. 

Willoughby  of  Brook. 
Charles  Willoughby  Ld. 

Willoughby  of   Par- 
ham. 
Thomas  Howard,    Ld. 

Howard     of  Effing- 
ham. 
William  North,    Lord 

North,  and  Ld.  Gray 

of  Rollefton. 
William  Ferdinand  Cary 

Lord  Hunfdon. 
William  St,  John,  Lord 

St.  John  of  Bletfho. 
James   Compton    Lord 

Cornpton. 
f  *  Robert  Petre,  Lord 

Petre. 
f  Henry  Arundel   Ld. 

Arundel  of  Wardour. 
Richard  Lumley,  Lord 

Lumley. 
f  Charles  Dormer,    Ld. 

Dormer. 
+  Henry  Roper^   Lord 

Teynham. 

*  William  Grevill,  Lord 
Brooke. 

*  Nevil  Lovelace,  Lord 
Lovelace. 

T3 


A  T  E  S. 

Banafter  Maynard,  Lord 

Maynard. 
Charles  Howard,   Lord 

Howard  of  Efcrick. 
Charles  Bruce, Ld.  Bruce. 
Edward    Leigh,     Lord 

Leigh. 
Willliam  Byron,  Ld.By- 

ron. 
fWilliam  Widdrington, 

Lord  Widdrington. 
John    Colepeper,    Lord 

Colepeper. 
Peregrine  Bertie,    Lord 

Willoughby  of  Erefby 
Robert    Sutton,     Lord 

Lexington. 
t    Marmaduke    Lang- 
dale,    Ld.    Langdale. 
William  Berkley,  Lord 

Berkley   of  Stratton, 

firft  Commiflioner  of 

trade. 
Charles  Cornwallis,  Ld. 

Cornwallis. 
Nathaniel  Crew,    Lord 

Crew,  and  Lord  Bi- 

Ihop  of  Durham. 
John  Arundel,  Lord  A- 

Arundel  of  Trerice. 
*  William  Craven,  Ld. 

Craven, 
t  Hugh  Clifford,  Lord 

ChffordofChudleigh. 
Peregrine  HydeOfborne 

Lord  Ofborne. 
John  Carteret,  Ld.  Car- 
teret. 

William 
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William  Stawell,   Lord 
Stawell. 

Francis  North,  Ld.  Guil- 
ford. 

•f  James  Waldgravc,Ld. 
Waldgrave. 

John  Alhburnham,  Ld. 
Afhburnham. 

Thomas  Farmer,  Lord 
Leimipfter. 

Charles  Butler,  Ld.  But- 
ler of  Wefton. 

Henry  Herbert,  Ld, Her- 
bert of  Cherbury. 

Maurice  Thompfon,  Ld. 
Haverfliam. 

John  Somers,  Lord  So- 
mers. 

Chriftopher  Vane,  Lord 
Barnard. 

*  John-Levefon  Gower, 
Lord  Gower. 

Francis-Seymour     Con- 
way, Lord  Conway. 

Simon  Harcourt,  Lord 
Harcourt. 

Charles  Boyle,  Ld.  Boyle, 
and  Earl  of  Orrery. 

George  Hay,  Ld.  Flay. 

Thomas  Windfor,  Lord 

Mountjoy. 
Thomas  Manfel,    Lord 

Manfel. 
Thomas      Willoughby, 

Lord  Middleton. 
Thomas  Trevo'*,  Lord 

Trevor. 
George  Granville,  lord 
Lanfdowne. 
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Samuel  Maiham,  Lord 

Mafham. 
Thomas  Foley,  Ld.  Fo- 

ley. 
Allen    Bathurfl,     Lord 

Bathurft. 
Robert    Benfon,     Lord 

Bingley. 
James  Saunderfon,  Lord 

Saunderfon. 
Bennet  Sherrard,    Lord 

Harborough. 
Gervafe  Pierrepont,  Ld. 

Pierrepont. 
Henry  Boyle,  Lord  Car- 

leton. 
Richard  Temple,  Lord 

Cobham. 

ARCHBSIHOPS 

and  BLSHOPS. 
Dr.  Thomas   Tennifon, 

Lord   Archbifhop  of 

Canterbury. 
Sir  William  Dawes,Bart. 

Lord  Archbifhop  of 

York. 
Dr.  John  Robinfon,  Ld.' 

Bifhop  of  London. 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Crew,  L. 

Bp.  of  Durham,   and 

Lord  Crew. 
Sir  Jonathan  Trelawny, 

Bart.  L.  Bp.  of  Win- 

chefter. 
Dr.  William  Lloyd,  Ld. 

Bp.  of  Worcefter. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  John  Hough,  Ld. 
Bp.  of  Litchfield  and 
Coventry. 

Dr.RichardCumberland, 
Ld.  Bifhop  of  Peter- 
borough. 

Dr.  William  Talbot,Ld. 
Bifliop  of  Oxford. 

Dr.  John  Evans,  Ld.Bp. 
of  Bangor,  Ld.  Almo- 
moner  to  the  Prince. 

Dr.  William  Nicholfon, 
Ld.  Bp.  of  CarliHe. 

Dr.  George  Hooper,  Ld. 
Bifhop  of  Bath  and 
Wells. 

Dr.  Willliam  Wake,  L. 
Bp.  of  Lincoln. 

Dr.  John  Tyler,  L.  Bp. 
of  LlandafF. 

Dr.  Offspring  Blackhall, 
Ld.  Bifliop  of  Exe- 
ter. 


A  T  E  S. 

Dr.  Charles  Trimnel,  Ld. 

Bp.  of  Norwich. 
Dr.  William  Fleetwood, 

Ld.  Bp.  ofEly. 
Dr.  Thomas  Manning- 
ham,  Ld.  Bp.  of  Chi- 

chefter. 
Dr.  Philip Bifs,  Ld.Bp. 

of  Hereford. 
Dr.  Adam  Ottley,  L.Bp. 

of  St.  David's. 
Dr.  Francis  Atterbury, 

Ld.  Bp.  of  Rochefler. 
Dr.  George  Smalridge, 

Ld.    Bp.  of    Briftol, 

Ld.  Almoner  to  the 

King.  ^ 
Dr.  Francis  Gaftrel,  Ld. 

Bp.  of  Chefler. 
Dr.  Richard  Willis,  Ld. 

Bp.  of  Gloucefter. 
Dr.  John  Wynn,  L.  Bp« 

of  St.  Afaph. 
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"The  Sixteen  Peers  of  SCOTLAND. 


James  Graham,  Duke  of 
Montrofe,  Secretary  of 
State.     P.  C. 

John  Ker,Duke  of  Rox- 
burgh, Lord  Privy- 
Seal  of  Scotland,  P.C. 

John  Hay,  Marquis  of 
Twedale. 

William  Johnfton,  Mar- 
quis of  Annandale, 
Lord  Chancellor  of 
Scotland,  P.  C. 


George  Gordon,  Earl  of 
Sutherland. 

George  Hamilton,  Earl 
of  Orkney,  Gentle- 
man of  the  Bed-Cham- 
ber in  extraordinary  to 
his  Majefty. 

John  Dalrymple,  Earl  of 
Stair.     P.  C. 

Archibald  Campbel,  E. 
of  Ifla,  Lord  Regifler 
of  Scotland.    P.C. 

4  David 
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David  Erfkine,  Earl  of    Henry  Scot,  Earl  of  De^ 


Buchan. 

•- Stewart,  Earl 

of  Bute. 

John  Lefley,  Earl  of 
Rothes,  Lord  Admi- 
ral of  Scotland. 


loraine. 

William  Rofs,Ld.Rofs. 

John  Plamilton,  Lord 
Belhaven,  Gentleman 
of  the  Bed- Chamber 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 


The  Houfe of  Commons. 


Note,  TVhere  the  blanks  ^r^  left^  the  fame  Mem- 
bers were  chofe  for  the  fame  places  again. 


Members  of  the  lafi  Par-     Members  of  the  new  Par- 
liament, liament. 


BEDFORDHIRE    4. 

SirPynfentCharnockBar.     *  William  HillerfdenEfq 
John  Harvey  Efq; 

Bedford. 
'John  Cater  Efq; 
*  Samuel  Rolt  Efq; 

BERKSHIRE 
i"  Sir  John  Stonehoufe 

Bart. 
f  Robert  Packer  Efq; 

New  Windfor. 
Charles  Aldworth  Efq; 
*t  Chriftopher  Wren  Efq 

Reading. 
+  Felix  Calvert  Efq; 
t  Robert  Clargis  Efq; 
Wallingford 


*  William  Farrer  Efq; 

*  Thurlo  Brace  Efq; 

9- 


t  Robert  Gayer  Efq; 


B^ichard  Brigg  Efq; 


f  Edmund  Dunch  Efq; 
Thomas 
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Thomas  Renda  Efq;  *  William  Hucks  Efq-, 

Abingdon. 
Hon.Sim.HarcourtEfq;     f  James  Jennings  Efqs 

BUCKS    14. 
Rt.  Hon.  John  LordVif-     *Richard  Hampden  Efq; 

count  Fermannagh. 
f  John  Fleetwood  Efq; 

Buckingham. 
Thomas  Chapman  Efq-,     *  Alexander  Denton  Efq; 
John  Ratcliffe  Efq;  ^Abraham  Stanyan  Efq; 

Chipping- Wicomb. 

*  Sir  Thomas  Lee  Bar. 

*  Sir  John  Witterong  Bar. 

Ailefbury. 
John  Eflington  Efq;  *  John  Deacle  Efq; 

Simon  Harcourt  Efq;         *  Nathaniel  Mead  Efq; 

Agmondefham. 
-f  Montague -Garrard 

Drake  Efq; 
James  Herbert  Efq;  f    Lord  Vif  Ferman- 

Wendover.  nagh. 

*  Rt.  Hon.  James  Stan-     *Richard  Greenville  Efq; 
hope  Efq;  Secretary  of 

State. 

*  Sir  Roger  Hill  Knt. 

Great-Marlow. 
Sir  James  Etheridge  Kt.     *  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Shel- 
-f*  George  Bruere  Efq;  burne, 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE    6. 
f  John  Bromley  Efq; 

*  John  Jenyns  Efq; 
Cambridge-Univerfity. 

-f  Hon.  Dixey  Windfor 

Efq;   Keeper    of  the 

Stores  in  the  Tower. 
t  Thomas  Palke  L.L.D. 


Cambridge, 
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Cambridge, 
f  Sir  John  Hynde  Cot- 
ton Bar. 
Samuel  Shepheard,  jun.     f  Thomas  Sclater  Efq^, 
Efq; 

CHESHIRE    4. 
-f-  Sir  George  Warburton 

Bar. 
Charles  Cholmondeley 
Efq; 
City  of  Chefter. 
■f  Sir  Henry   Bunbury 

Bar. 
Peter  Sliackerly  Efq; 

CORNWALL 
•fSirWilliam  Carew  Bar. 
-j-  John  Trevanion  Efq; 
Dunhivid,  alias  Laun- 
cefton. 
t  John  Anftis  Efq; 
f  Edward  Hearle  Efq; 

Lefkard. 
"William  Bridges  Efq; 
t  Philip  Rafhieigh  Efq; 

Leilwithiel. 
Sir  Thomas  Clargls  Bar. 
Erafmus  Lewis  Efq; 

Truro. 
William  Collier  Efq; 


*  Hon.  Langham  Booth 
Efq; 


*  Sir  Rd.  Grofvenor  Bar. 

44. 


John  Trelawney  Efq; 


*  Thomas  Lyddal  Efq; 

*  Galfridus  Walpole. 


Thomas  Hare  Efq; 

Bodmin. 
*Hon .  Fran  .Robar  ts  Efq; 
Thomas  Sclater  Efq; 

Helfton. 
Alex.  Pendarves  Efq; 
Thom.as  Tonken  Efq; 

Saltalh. 
Jonathan  Eldford  Efq; 
t  William  Shippen  Efq; 


*  Coll.  Selwin. 

*  Spencer  Cowper  Efq; 


t  John  Leigh  Efq; 

*  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote, 

*  Sidney  Godolphin  Efq; 

t  Stilton  Galmady  Efq; 
Camel- 
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Camelford. 
Sir  Bowchier  Wray  Bar. 
James  Nichols  Efq-, 
Portpigham  alias  Wefl- 

low. 
Sir  Charles  Wager  Knt. 
Hon.    John  Trelawney 
Efq; 

Grampound. 
Right  Hon.  Tho.  Coke 
Efq;    Vice- Chamber- 
lain. 
Andrew  Quick  Efq; 

Eaftlow. 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Hedges  Kt. 
Edward  Jenings  Efq; 

Penryn. 
*Right  Hon.  Hugh  Bof. 
cawen  Efq;  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Houfliold. 

*  Samuel  Trefufis  Efq; 

Tregony. 

*  Sir  Edmund  Prideaux 
Bar. 

*James  Craigs  jun.  Efq; 

Boffiney. 
Sir  William  Pole  Bar. 
Paul  Orchard  Efq; 

St.   Ives. 
Sir  Wm.  Pendarves  Bar. 
John  Hopkins  Efq; 

Foway. 
*Henry  Vincent  jun. Efq; 
Germain  Wych  Efq; 

St.  Germains. 
Edward  Eliot  Efq; 

*  John  Knight  Efq« 


A  T  E  S. 

*  James  Montague  Efq; 

*  Richard  CofTen  Efq; 


Thomas  Maynard  Efq; 
George  Delavall  Efq; 


*  Charles    Cook     Efq; 
CommifTaiy  of  Trade. 

*  Hon.  John  Weft  Efq; 

*  John  Smith  Efq; 

*  Sir  James  Bateman  Kt. 
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*  Henry  CartwrightEfq; 

*  Samuel  Molyneux  Efq; 

*  Lord  Hen  17  Pawlet. 

*  Sir  John  Hobbart  Bar, 


f  Jonathan  Elford  Efq; 
*  John  Benfon  Efq; 

St. 
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St.  Michael. 
Sir  Henry  Bellafis  Knt. 
Sir  John  Statham  Knt. 

Newport. 
t  Sir  Nich.  Morice  Bar. 
^Humphrey  MoriceEfq; 

St.  Mawes. 
Francis  Scobell  Efq; 
Edward  Rolt  Efq; 
Kellington. 
f  Sir  John  Coryton  Bar. 
t  Samuel  Rolle  Efq-, 

CUMBER 

*  James  Lowther  Efq-, 

*  Gilfrid  Lawfon  Efq; 

Carliae-City. 
Sir  Chrift.  MufgraveBar. 

*  Thomas  Stanwix  Efq; 

Cocker  mouth. 
*Nichol.  Lechmere  Efq; 

Sollicitor-General. 
Jofeph  Mufgrave  Efq; 

DERB  YS 
t  John  Curzon  Efq; 
t  Godfrey  Clark  Efq; 

Derby. 
Nathaniel  Curzon  Efq; 

Edward  Munday  Efq; 

D  E  V  O  N  S 
Sir  Wm.  Courtney  Bar. 
Sir  CoppleftoneWarwick 
Bamfylde  Bar. 
Exeter-City. 
John  Rolle  Efq; 
•f  Francis  Drew  Efq; 

Totnefs. 
Francis  Gwyn  Efq; 
t  Steph.Northleigh  Efq; 


N  T 


ARY  A.  17 1 5. 


*  Nath.  Blackiftone  Efq; 

*Rob.  Molefworth  Efq; 

Commiflioner  of  trade. 


WilliamLowndes  Efq; 
John  Chetwynd  Efq; 


LAND     6. 


*  Will.  Strickland  Efq; 


*Mr.Secretary  Stanhope. 
HIRE    4. 


*  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  James 
Cavendifh. 

*  William  Stanhope  Efq; 
HIRE    26. 


t  John  Bampfylde  Efq; 

fArth.  Champneys  Efq; 
Plymouth. 
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Plymouth. 

*  Hon.  Sir  George  Byng 

Knt.  Commiffioner  of 
the  Admiralty. 

*  Sir  John  Rogers  Bart. 

Okehampton. 
f  William  Northmore 

Jun.  Efq; 
-f  Chriftopher  Harris  Efq 

Barnftaple. 
Sir  Nicholas  Hooper  Kt. 
one  of  his   Majeily's 
Serjeants  at  law. 
t  Sir  Arthur  Chichefter 
Bart. 

Plympton. 

*  RichardEdgcombeEfq 

*  George  Treby  Efq-, 

Honiton. 
Sir  William  Drake  Knt. 

and  Bart. 
James  Sheppard  Efq; 
Taviftock. 

*  Sir  John  Cope  Jun.  Kt. 
James  Bulteel  Efq; 

AQiburton. 

*  Roger  Tuckfeld  Efq; 
f  Richard  Reynell  Efq; 

Clifton-Dartmouth- 

Hardnes. 

Sir  William  Drake  Knt. 

and  Bart. 
f  John  Fowndes  Efq; 

Boralfton. 
Sir  Peter  King  Kt. 
t  Lawrence  Carter  Efq; 


A  T  E  S. 


^i 


t  John  Roll  Efq; 


*  SirWm.Courtenay  Bar^ 

*  William  Younge  Efq; 


*  Francis  Henry  Drake 
Efq; 


t  Jofeph  Heme  Efq; 


*  Horatio  Walpole  Jun. 
Efq; 


Tiverton," 
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Tiverton. 
*  Sir  Edward    Northey 
Kt.  Attorney-General. 
John  Worth  Efq-, 


NTAR  Y        A.  1715. 


*  The.  Beere  Efq;  Com. 

of  the  Vidualling. 
HIRE     20. 


DOR  SETS 

-f-  Thomas   Strangeways 

Jun.  Efq; 
f  George  ChafEn  Efq; 

Pool. 
f  SirWilliamLewenKt. 

*  GeorgeTrenchardEfq; 

Dorchefter. 
f  Sir  Nathaniel  Napier 

Bart. 
f  HenryTrenchard  Efq; 

Lyme-Regis. 
f  Henry  Henley  Efq; 

*  JohnBurridge  Jun.Efq; 

Weymouth. 
Sir  Thomas  Hardy  Knt. 
William  Harvey  Efq; 

Melcomb-Regis. 
James   Littleton   Efq;       *  Thomas  Littleton  Efq; 
Commiffioner  of  the 
Navy. 
Reginald  Marriott  Efq; 

Bridport. 
JohnHofkins  Gifford  Efq 

*  William  Coventry  Efq; 
Shafton  alias  Shaftfbury, 

-f  Edward  Nicholas  Efq; 
Henry  Whitaker  Efq; 
Wareham. 

*  Right  Hon.  Tho.  Erie 
Efq;  Lieutenant  of  the 
Ordnance,  and  Gover- 
nor of  Portfmouth. 

*  Georee  Pitt  Efq; 

Corfe- 


John  Henley  Efq; 


*  Lieut.  General  Harvey. 

*  Admiral  Baker. 


*  William  Betts  Efq; 

*  Tho.Strangeways  Efq; 

t  Samuel  Rufli  Efq; 
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Corfe-Caftlc. 
Richard  Fownes  Efq;         *  Dennis  Bond  Efq; 
John  Bankes  Efq;  *  William  Ogden  Efqj 

DURHAM    4. 

*  John  Eden  Efq-, 

f  John  Hedworth  Efq; 

Durham-City. 
•f  Thomas  Conyers  Efq; 

*  George  Baker  Efq-, 

ESSEX    8. 
Sir  Charles  Barrington        *  The  Middleton  Efq; 

Bart. 
t  Sir  Richard  Child  Bart. 

Colchefter. 
William  Gore  Efq;  *  Sir  Ifaac  Rebow  Kt. 

Nicholas  Corfellis  Efq;       *  Richard  Ducane  Efq; 

Maiden. 
f  John  ComynsEfq;Ser- 

jeant  at  law. 
-]'  ThomasBramftonEfq; 

Harwich. 
Carew  Hervey  Mildmay     *  Sir  Philip  Parker  Bart, 

Efq; 
Benedid  LeonardCalvert    *  Thomas  Heath  Efq; 
Efq; 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE    8. 
John  Berkley  Efq;  *  Matthew  Duce  Morton 

*  Thomas  Stephens  Efq;         Efq; 

Gloucefter  City, 
t  Charles  Cox  Efq; 
t  John  Snell  Efq; 
Cirencefter. 
t  Thomas  Mailers  Efq; 

*  Benjamin  Bathurft  Efq; 

Tewkefbury. 

*  William  Dowdefwell 
Efq; 

•AnthonyLechmereEfq;  • 

HERE- 
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HEREFORDSHIRE     8. 

Rt.  Hon.  James  Ld.  Vif.     f  Richard"  Hopton  Efq; 

Scudamore. 
-f  Sir  Tho.  Morgan  Bar. 

Hereford  City. 
HonJamesBrydgesEfq;     f  Rt.  Hon.  the  Ld.  Vif. 

now  E.  of  Caernarvan.         Scudamore. 
f  Thomas  Foley  Efq-, 
Auditor  of  the  impreft. 
Lempfter. 
t  Edw.  Harley  Efq-,  Au- 
ditor of  the  impreft. 
Henry  Gorges  Efq;  *  Lord  Conningfby. 

Woebly. 
John  Birch  Efq-,  Serjeant     f  Paul  Foley  Efq*, 

at  law. 
Uvedale  Price  Efq-,  *  Charles  Cornwall  Efq; 

HERTFORDSHIRE     6. 
-f  Ralph  Freeman  JunEfq 

Thomas  Halfey  Efq-,  t  Sir   Tho.  Seabright 

St.  Albans.  Bart. 

*  WilliamGrimftoneEfq 

John  Gape  Efq;  *  William  Hale  Efq; 

Hertford, 
t  Charles  C^far  Efq;  1  £)i|-    ^ed 

t  Richard  Gulfton  Efq;      J  ^^^P"^^^' 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE.    4. 
*SirMatthewDudleyBar.     *  John  Biggs  Efq; 

*  Robert  Piggot  Efq; 

Huntingdon. 

*  Right  Hon.  Edw.  Ld. 

Hinchingbroke. 

*  Hon.  Sidney  Wortley, 
alias  Montague,  Efq; 

KENT     10. 
Sir  Edw.  Knatchbul  Bart.     *Hon.MildmayFaneEfq 
Percival  Hart  Efq;  *  William  Delaune  Efq; 

Canterbury  City. 
t  John  Hardrefs  Efq; 

Henry 
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Henry  Lee  Efq;  *  Sir  Thomas  Hales  Bar. 

Rochefler-City. 
Sir  John  Leake  Knt.  *Sir  John  Jennings  Knt. 

William  Cage  Efq-,  *  SirThomasPalmerKnt. 

Maidftone. 
*Sir  Rob.  Marfham  Bar. 
Sir  Samuel  Ongley  Knt,     *SirTho.ColepepperBar. 

Queenborough. 
"i"  Thomas  King  Efq; 
Charles  Fotherby  Efq;        *  Philip  Jennings  Efq; 

LANCASHIRE     14. 
fRic.  Shuttleworth  Efq; 
f  John  Bland  Efq; 

Prefton. 
Rt.  Hon.  Edw.   South- 
well Efq; 
f  Henry  Fleetwood  Efq; 

Lancafter. 
Robert  Heyfham  Efq; 
*  Will.  Heyfham  Efq; 

Newton. 
J.  Ward  Efq;  one  of  the     f  Sir  Francis  Leicefter 


289 


*Sir  Hen.  Houghton  Bar. 


Dodding  Braddyl  Efq; 


King'sCounfel  atLaw. 


Bar. 


Abrah.  Blackmore  Efq;     f  William  Shippen  Efq; 

Wigan. 
t  Sir  Roger  Bradfhaigh 

Bar. 
George  Kenyon  Efq;  *  James  E.  of  Barrimore. 

Clithero. 
Hon.CharlesStanleyEfq;     *Edw.Harvey 
declared  a  void  Elec-         Efq; 


tion,  but  no  new  writ 

I 

Double 

ordered. 

1 

return. 

Thomas  Lyfter  Efq; 

*Tho.  Parker  J 

Leverpoole. 

Efq> . 

*SirTho.  Johnfon  Knt. 

William  Clayton  Efq; 

*  Edward  Norris 

1 

Efq; 

Vol.  VL 

U               LEICESw 
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LEICESTE 

Sir  JefFery  Palmer  Bar. 
Sir  Thomas  Cave  Bar. 

Leicefter. 
f  Sir  G.  Beaumont  Bar. 
+JamesWinftanley  Efq; 
LINCOLN 
Rt.  Hon.  Peregrine  Ld. 
Willoughby  of  Erefby. 
fSir  Willoughby  Hick- 
man Bar. 

Lincoln-C//)'. 
Thomas  Lifter  Efq; 
John  Sibthorpe  Efq; 

Bofton. 
-f  Richard  Wynn  Efqv 
■j-  Henry  Heron  Efq-, 
Great  GrimftDy, 
Arthur  Moore  Efq  j 
WilliamCoatfworthEfq-, 

Stamford. 
Hon.  Charles  Cecil  Efq; 
Hon.  Charles  Bertie  Efq*, 

Grantham. 
Sir  John  Thorold  Bar. 
Sir  John  Brownlow  Bar. 
MIDDL 
•fHon. James  Bertie  Efqj 
•f  Hugh  Smithfon  Efq-, 

Weftminfter-  City. 
•f-Sir  Thomas  Crofs  Bar. 
Thomas  Medlicott  Efq; 

City  ^/London. 
SirWilliam  Withers  Knt. 

and  Aid. 
Sir  Richard  Hoare  Knt. 

and  Aid. 
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RSHIRE    4. 

>  No  Retum. 


SHIRE     12. 

*Sir  John  Brownlow  Bar. 


*  Sir  John  Tyrwhit  Bar. 

*  Richard  GranthamEfq; 


*  Robert  Chapling  Efq; 

*  Jofeph  Banks  Efq; 


t  Edward  Rolt  Efq; 
*  John  Heathcote  Efq; 
ESEX     8. 


*  Edward  Wortley  Mon- 

tagueEfq;  CommifTio- 
ner  of  the  Treafury. 

*  Sir  John  Ward   Knt. 
and  Aid. 

*  Sir    Thomas   Scawen 
Knt.  and  Aid. 

Sir 
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Sir  John  Cafs  Knt.  and     *  Robert  Heyfliam  Efq; 

Aid. 
SirGeorge  Newland  Knt.     *  Peter  Godfrey  Efq; 

MONMOUTHSHIRE     3. 

Sir  Charles  Kemys  Bar.       *  Thomas  Lewis  Efq; 
*  John  Morgan  Efq; 

Monmouth. 
Clayton  Milborne  Efq;       *  Coll.  William  Bray* 

NORFOLK     12. 
*Sir  Jacob  Aftley  Kt.  and 
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Bar.  Com.  of  trade. 
Sir  Edmund  Bacon  Bar. 

Norwich- C//y. 
Robert  Bene  Efqj 


*  Thomas  De  Grey  Efq; 

*  WallerBaconEfq;  Com. 

of  the  vidtualling. 
*Robert  BrightifFe  Efq; 


Richard  Berney  Efq; 
Lynn-Regis. 

*  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Tur- 
ner Knt.CommilTioner 
of  the  Admiralty. 

*Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wal- 
pole  Efq;Paymafter  of 
the  Forces. 
Great  Yarmouth. 
Richard  Ferrier  Efq; 
f  George  England  Efq; 

Thetford. 
Sir  William  Barker  Bar. 
t  Dudley  North  Efq; 
Caftlerifmg. 

*  Hon.  WilliamFielding 

Efq; 

*  Horatio  Walpole  iun. 
Efq; 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

fSir  Juftinian  Ifham  Bar. 
t  Tho.  Cartwright  Efq; 

U  2 


*HoratioTownfend  Efq; 


t  John  Ward  Efq; 


Charles  Churchill  Efq; 


Peterborough- 


29- 


Parliamentary 

Peterborough -C/Vy. 
*  Hon.  John  Fitz-Wil- 

liams  Efq; 
f  Charles  Parker  Efq; 

Northampton. 
*Hon.  George  Montagu 

Efq;   Auditor  of  the 

Exchequer. 
t  Wilham  Wykes  Efq; 

Brackley. 
John  Burgh  Efq; 
Henry  Watkins  Efq; 


A.1715. 


*  Col.  Will.  Eg^rton 
*Rt.  Hon.  Paul  Methuen 

Efq;  Com.  of  theTrea- 

fury. 


Higham-Ferrers. 
Hon.  Charles  Leigh  Efq; 

NORTHUMBERLAND 
f  Right  Hon.  Algernon 

Earl  of  Hertford. 
f  Tho.  Fofler  jun.  Efq; 

Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 
t  Sir  Will.  Blacket  Bar. 
t  Will.  Wrightfon  Efq; 

Morpeth. 
Sir  John  Germaine  Bar. 


8. 


Oley  Douglafs  Efq; 


Berwick  upon  Tweed. 
Richard  Hampden  Efq; 
William  Ord  Efq; 


Right  Hon.  the  Lord 

Morpeth. 

Right  Hon.  the  Lord 

Caftlecomer. 


*  Grey  Nevil  Efq; 

*  Tho.  Barrington  Shute 
Efq; 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE     8. 


-f'  Hon.  Fr.  Willoughby 

Efq; 
■f  William  Levinz  Efq; 

Nottingham.    ' 
Robert  Sacheverel  Efq; 
Burlace  Warren  Efq; 


*  John  Plum  tree  Efq; 

*  William  Gregory  Efq; 

Eaft- 
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Eafl-Rctford. 
t  John  Digby  Efq; 
Francis  Lewis  Efqj  *  Thomas  White  Efq-, 

Newark  upon  Trent. 
-f  Hon.  Ric.  Sutton  Efq; 

Richard  Newdigate  Efq;     *  Hon.  Conyers  Darcy 

Efq; 
O  X  O  N   9. 
-f  SirRobJenkinfonBar. 
f  Francis  Clarke  Efq-, 
Oxford-Univerfity. 
t  Sir  Will.  Whitlocke 
Knt.oneof  the  King's 
Counfel  at  Law. 
•f  WilliamBromley  Efq; 

Oxon-City. 

t  Sir  John  Walter  Bar. 

Clerk  Comptroller  of 

of  the  Green-cloth. 

-f  Thomas  Rowney  Efq; 

New  Woodftock. 

*  Sir  Tho.  Wheate  Bar. 

*  William  Cadogan  Efq; 
Mafler  of  the  Robes, 
and  Colonel  of  the  fe- 
cond  regiment  of  foot- 
guards. 

Banbury. 

*  Sir  Jonath.  Cope  Kt. 

RUTLANDSHIRE    2, 

*  Rt.  Hon.  Daniel  Lord 

Finch. 
Rt.  Hon.  Bennet  Lord     *  Hon.  John  Noel  Efq; 
Sherrard,    now  Lord 
Harborough. 

SALOP     12. 
The  Rt.Hon. Henry  Ld. 

Newport. 
John  Kynafton  Efq;  *  Sir  Robert  Corbet  Bar. 

U  3  Salop- 
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*  Thomas  Jones  Elq; 


Parliamentary 

Salop- Town. 
Edward  CrefTet  Efq-, 
f  Corbet  Kynafton  Efq*, 
Bruges  alias  Bridgnorth. 

*  Will.  Whitmore  Efq-, 

*  John  Weaver  Efq-, 

Ludlow. 
A(5lon  Baldwin  Efq; 

*  Humph.  Walcot  Efq; 

Great  Wenlock. 
Hon.  Rich  Newport  Efq-, 
Sir  Will.  ForrefterKnt. 

Bifhops-Caftle. 
Sir  Rob.  Raymond  Kt. 

*  Rich.  Harnage  Efq; 

SOMERSETS  HIRE 
fSirWilLWyndhamBrt 
Thomas  Horner  Efq; 

Bnftol-C/'/y. 

*  Jofeph  Earl  Efq; 


*  Francis  Herbert  Efq; 

*  Tho.  Newport  Efq; 

*  William  Forrefler  Efq; 

*  Charles  Mafon  Efq; 
1 8. 

t  William  Hcllier  Efq; 


f  Tho.  Edwards  Jun. 

Bath-C//y. 
f  Sam.  Trotmanl 

Efq;  I  By  the 

f  J.  Coddring-  X Mayor 

ton  Efq;         J 

Wells-C//>'. 

Sir  Thomas  Worth  Bart. 

t  Maurice  Berkeley  Efq; 

Taunton. 
i'Sir  Francis  Warre  Bart, 
t  Henry  Portman  Efq; 

Bridgwater, 
t  Nathaniel  Palmer  Efq; 
John  Rolle  Efq; 

Minehead. 
Sir  John  TreveJyan  Bart. 


*  Sir  W.  Dainesl 
Knt.  \ 'Double 

■f  Philip  Y'c^^tt return, 
Efq;  J 

*  —   Mitchell 

Efq;  /   By  the 

*  ' —  Bramhallf /r^^w^/^ 

Efqi  3 


f  Col.  Tho.  Horner 


*  Geo.  Dodington  Efq; 
Commiflioner  of  the 
Admiralty. 

*  Samuel  Edwin  Efq; 

Sir 
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Sir  Jacob  Banks  Knt. 

Ilchefter. 
Sir  James  Bateman  Kt. 
Edward  Phelips  Efq; 

Milbourn-Port. 
Sir  Thomas  Travel  Kt. 
*  James  Medlycott  Efq; 

SOUTH A 
Sir  Anthony  Sturt  Kt. 
Thomas  Lewis  Efq; 
Winchefter-  City. 
+  George  Bridges  Efq; 
John  Popham  Efq; 

Southampton- ^^ze;;/. 

-f-  Richard  Fleming  Efq; 

Roger  Harris  Efq; 

Portfmouth. 

Hon.  Sir  James  Wilheart 

Kt. 
SirTho.Mackworth  Bart. 

Yarmouth, 
-f  Henry  Holmes  Efq; 
Sir  Gilbert  Dolben  Bart. 

Petersfield. 
i"  Leonard  Bilfon  Efq; 
*Hon.Nort.Pawlett  Efq; 
Newport  alias  Medena. 
Hon.  John  Webb  Efq; 
t  William  Stephens  Efq; 

Stockbridge. 
Rt.  Hon.  James  Earl  of 

Barrimore. 
*  Tho.  Broderick  Efq; 

Newton. 
■f  James  Worfley  Efq; 
Henry  Worfley  Efq; 
Chrift-Church. 
t  Sir  Peter  Mew  Bart. 
t  Will.  Ettrick  Efq; 

U  4 
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*  James  Milner  Efq; 
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*  Will.  Bellamy  Efq; 

*  John  Hopkins  Efq; 

t  John  Cox  Efq; 

M  P  T  O  N. 

*  John  Wallop  Efq; 

*  George  Pitt  Efq; 


*  Lord  Will.  Paulett. 

t  Thomas  Lewis  Efq; 

*  Sir  Edw.  Ernley  Kt. 


*  Sir  Charles  Wager  Kt. 


t  Sir  Rob.  Raymond  Kt. 

t  Col.  Morgan. 

*  Martin  Bladen  Efq; 

t  Sir  Rob.  Worfley  Bart. 


Lymington. 
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Lymington. 

*  Rt.  Hon.  Ld.  William 

P^ulet. 

*  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  Knt. 
Chief  Juflce  of  Chefter. 

Whitchurch. 
Frederick  Tilney  Efq; 
•f  Thomas  Vernon  Efq; 

Andover. 
Gilbert  Serle  Efq; 

*  William  Guidott  Efq; 

STAFFORD 
Henry  Vernon  Efq; 
Ralph  Sneyd  Efq; 

Litchfield- C/'/y. 
Richard  Dyot  Efq; 
John  Cotes  Efq; 
Stafford. 

*  Walter  Chctwynd  Efq; 
Henry  Vernon  Jun.  Efq; 

Newcaflle  under  Line. 
-f  Rowland  Cotton  Efq; 
William  Burflem  Efq; 

Tamworth. 
Jofeph  Girdler  Efq;  Ser- 
jeant at  law. 
i"  Sam.  Bracebridge  Efq; 

SUFFO 
t  Sir  Tho.  Hanmer  Bart. 

Speaker. 
•j-Sir  Robert  Da  vers  Bart. 

Ipfwich. 
Richard  Richard fon  Efq; 

Serjeant  at  law. 
Orlando  Bridgman  Efq; 

Dunwich. 
Sir  Robert  Kemp  Bart. 
Sir  Geo.  Downing  Bart. 

Orford. 
tSirEdw.  Turner  Kt. 
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*  Major  Gen.  Carpenter. 


*  John  Wallop  Efq; 

SHIRE     10. 

*  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Paget. 
*John  Ward  Efq; 

*  Walter  Chetwynd  Efq; 

*  Samuel  Hill  Efq; 


*  Will.  Chetwynd  Efq; 

f  Henry  Vernon  Efq; 
t  William  Ing  Efq; 

LK     16. 


*  Will.  Churchill  Efq; 

*  Will.  Thompfon  Efq; 

Recorder  of  Lond. 

*  Sir  Robert  Rich  Bart. 

*  Col.  Long. 

f  Clement 
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t  Clement  Corrance  Efqj 

Aldborough. 
t  Sir  Hen.  Johnfton  Knt. 
t  Will.  Johnfton  Efq; 
Sudbury. 

*  Sir  Harvy  Elwys  Bart. 

Hon.  Rob.  Echlin  Efq;  *  Thomas  Weftern  Efq; 

Eye. 

Thomas  Maynard  Efq;  *  Thomas  Smith  Efq; 

*  Edward  Hopkins  Efq; 

St.  Edmondfbury. 

*  Rt.  Hon.  Car.  Ld.  Harvey. 

*  Aubrie  Porter  Efq; 

SURREY     14. 
f  Rt.Hon.  Heneage  Ld, 
Guernfey,   Mafter  of 
the  Jewel-office. 

*  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Richard 
Onflow  Bart.  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer. 

Southwark. 

*  John  Lade  Efq; 

*  Fifher  Tench  Efq; 

Blechlngly. 

*  George  Evelyn  Eiq; 

*  Thomas  Onflow  Efq; 

Ryegate. 
-f  Sir  John  Parfons  Knt. 

*  James  Cocks  Efq; 

Guilford. 

*  Denzil  Onflow  Efq; 
Com.  of  the  vidlualing. 

*  Morgan  Randyl  Efq; 

Gatton. 
f  William  Newland  Efq; 

*  Paul  Docminique  Efq; 

CommifTion.  of  trade. 
Haflemere. 

*  Nicholas  Carew  Efq;       Now  Sir  N.  Carew  Bart. 

George 
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George  Vernon  Efq; 
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Sir  Mountague  Blundel 


SUSS 
Henry  Campion  Efqj 
John  Fuller  jun.  Efq; 

Chichefter-G'/y. 

William  Elfon  Efq; 
Hon.  Ja.  Brudenel  Efqj 

Horfham. 
t  Char.  Eversfield  Efq; 
John  Middleton  Efq-, 

Midhurft. 
Sir  John  Prat  Knt.  now 
a  Judge  of  the  King's 
Bench. 

t  William  Knight  Efq; 

Lewes. 
^  Thomas  Pelham  Efq; 

*  John  Morley  Trevor 
Efq; 

New  Shoram. 

*  Nathanael  Gould  Efq; 
Fran.  Chamberlaine  Efq; 

Bramber. 
Rt.  Hon.  Francis  Lord 

Hawley. 
Hon.  Andrews  Windfor 
Efq; 

Steyning. 
Harry  Goring  Efq; 
William  Wallis  Efq; 
Eaft-Grinfted. 

*  Hon.  Spencer  Comp- 
ton  Efq; 

*  John  Conyers  Efq; 


Bart. 
EX     20. 

*  James  Boteler  Efq; 

*  Hon.  Spencer  Comp- 
ton  Efq;  Speaker  of 
the  Hon.  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

*SirRich.FarringtonBrt. 
f  Thomas  Miller  Efq; 


f  Sir  Harry  Goring  Bart, 

*  John  Fortefcue  Aland 
Efq;  one  of  the  King's 
Council ;  andSollicitor 
General  to  the  Prince 

of  Wales. 


*  Sir  Gregory  Page  Bart= 
t  Sir  Tho.  Styles  Bart. 


*  Sir  Richard  GoughKt. 


*  Major  General  Pepper. 
t  Robert  Reeves  Efq; 


Arundela 
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Arundel. 
Rt.  Hon.  Richard  Lord    *  General  Liimley. 

Lumley. 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Earl  of    *  Thomas  Micklethwaite 
Thomond,  now  Vif.         Efq; 
Tadcafter. 

WARWICKSHIRE     6. 
Sir  John  Mordaunt  Bart,     f  William  Pey to  Efq; 
t  Andrew  Archer  Efq; 

Coventry-Ci/y. 
Sir  Chrilloph.  Hales  Bar.     *  Col.  Adolph.  Oughton, 

Groom  of   the  Bed- 
chamber to  the  Prince. 
Sir  Fulw.  Skipwith  Bart.     *  Sir  Tho.  Samwell  Bart. 

Warwick. 
f  Hon.  Dodington  Gre- 

vile  Efq; 
"j-  Will.  Colemore  jun. 
Efq; 

WESTMORELAND    4. 
-f  Hon.  James  Graham 
Efq;. 

*  Daniel  Wilfon  Efq; 

Apulby. 

*  Sir  Richard  Sandford 
Bart.  Warden  of  the 
Mint. 

Thomas  Lutwyche  Efq; 

one    of    the    King's 

Counfel  at  law. 

WILTSHIRE     34. 
t  Sir  Richard  How  Bart. 
t  Robert  Hyde  Efq; 

City  of  New  Sarum. 
Sir  Stephen  Fox  Knt.         f  Francis  Swanton  Efq; 
Richard  Jones  Efq;  f  Edm.  Lambert  Efq; 

Wilton. 

*  John  London  Efq; 

*  Thomas  Pitt  jun.  Efq; 

Downeton. 
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Downeton. 

*  John  Eyre  Efq; 
John  Sawyer  Efqj 

Hindon. 
Richard  Lock  wood  Efq; 
Reynold  Calthorpc  jun. 
Efq; 

Heitefbury. 

*  Edward  Allie  Efq; 
Pearce  A' Court  Efq; 

Weftbury. 
Hon.  Henry  Bertie  Efq; 
-j-  Francis  Annefley  Efq; 

Calne. 
William  Northey  Efq; 
William  Hedges  Efq; 

Devizes. 
Sir  Robert  Child  Knt. 
John  Nicholas  Efq; 
Chippenham. 

*  John  Eyles  Efq; 
John  Norris  Efq; 

Malmefbury. 

*  Sir  John  Rudiout  Bart. 

*  Jofeph  Addifon  Efq; 

Cricklade. 

*  Sir  Thomas  Read  Bart. 
Samuel  Robinfon  Efq; 

Great-Bedwin. 
Sir  Edw.  Seymour  Bart. 
Thomas  Millington  Efq; 

Ludgerfhal. 
John  Ward  Efq; 

Robert  Feme  Efq; 
Old-Sarum. 

*  Thomas  Pitt  fen.  Efq; 

*  Robert  Pitt  Efq; 
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t  Char.  Longueville  Efq; 

*  George  Wade  Efq; 

*  ReynoldCalthorpe  Efq; 


*  William  Afhe  Efq; 

-f  Hon.  Willoughby  Ber- 
tie Efq; 

*  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman. 

*  Richard  Chifwell  Efq; 

*  Francis  Eyles  Efq; 

*  Jofiah  Difton  Efq; 


*  Giles  Erie  Efq; 


*  Jacob  Sawbridge  Efq; 

*  Stephen  Bifle  Efq; 

*  William  Sloper  Efq; 

*  John  Web  Efq;  Lieu- 

tenant-General,  &-C. 
t  Joh.  Ivory  Talbot  Efq; 


Wotton- 
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Wotton-fiaflet. 
Edmund  Pleydell  Efq; 
Richard  Crefwell  Efq-, 

Marlborough. 
Hon.  Robert  Bruce  Efq; 
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f  Sir  James  Long  Bar. 
t  William  Northey  Efq; 


*  Sir  Will.  Humphreys 
Bar. 

Jofhua  Ward  Efq; 
9. 


Thomas  Vernon  Efq; 


Gabriel  Roberts  Efq; 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

-f  Sir  John  Packington 
Samuel  Pytts  Efq; 

Worcefler  City. 
t  Samuel  Swift  Efq; 

*  Thomas  Wylde  Efq; 

Droitwich. 
J  Richard  Foley  Efq; 
"j-  Edward  Jefferyes  Efq; 

Evefham. 
Sir  Edward  Goodere  Bar. 

*  John  Rudge  Efq; 

Bcwdley. 

f  Salway    Winnington    By  the  old  Charter. 
Efq;  *  Grey  James  Grove,  by 

the  new. 
YORKSHIRE  30. 
•f  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Lord     *  Sir  Will.  Courtenay, 

V '  fcqu  n  t  Do wn .  Bar . 

f  Sir  Arthur  Kay  Bar.        f  Sir  Coppleilone  War- 


John  Deacle  Efq; 


York  City. 

*  Sir  Will.  Robinibn Bar. 
Robert  Fairfax  Efq; 

Kingfton  upon  Hull. 

*  Hon.  Sir  William  St. 
Quintin  Bar.  Commif- 
fioncr  of  the  Treafury. 

*  ^,Villiam  Mafter  Efq; 

Knarefborough. 
Henry  Slingfby  Efq; 
'    .ncis  Fawkes  Efq; 


wick  Bampfylde  Bar. 
*  Tobias  Jenkins  Efq; 


*  Hon.  Harry  Coot  Efq; 

*  Robert  Hitch  Efq; 

Scarborough. 
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Scarborough. 

*  Will.  Thompfon  Efq; 
f  John  Hungerford  Efq-, 

Rippon. 
*Hon.  J.AiflabieEfq; 
Treafurer  of  the  Navy. 
John  Sharp  Efq; 
Richmond. 

*  Thomas  York  Efq; 
Hon.  Harry  Mordaunt 

Efq; 

Heydon. 

*  William  Pultney  jun. 

Efq;  Secretaiy  at  war. 

*  Hugh  Cholmley  Efq; 

Borough-Bridge. 

Sir  Bryan  Stapylton  Bart. 

Hon.    Edmund   Dunch 

Efq;   Mafter    of  the 

Houlhold. 

Malton. 

*  Hon.  Thomas  Went- 

worth  Efq; 
William  Strickland  Efq; 
Thirfk. 

*  Tho.  Frankland  Efq; 
Clerk  of  the  Deliveries. 

*  Ralph  Bell  Efq; 

Alborough. 
Hon.  John  DawneyElq; 
Paul  Foley  Efq; 
Beverly. 

*  Sir  Charles   Hotham 
Bart. 

t  Sir  Michael  Wharton 
Knt. 

Northallerton. 
Henry  Pearce  Efq; 

*  Leonard  Smelt  Efq; 
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*  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Caftlc- 
comer. 

*  John  York  Efq; 

*  Lieut.  Gen.  Mordaunt 

Treafurer  of  the  Ord- 
nance. 


*  Richard  Steele  Efq; 

*  Tho.  Wilkinfon  Efq; 


f  Thomas  Wentworth 
jun.  Efq; 


*Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope 
*  William  Jeffop  Efq; 


*  Cholmley  Turner  Efq; 
Pontefrad. 
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Pontefradl. 
*  Hon.  John  Dawney 
t  Robert  Frank  Efq-, 

j^^r^^ji?//^^  Cinque- Ports  16. 


303 


Port  of  Hallings. 
Sir  Jofeph  Marty n  Knt. 

*  Archibald  Hutchinfon 
Efq;  Commiflioner  of 
Trade. 

Port  of  Dover. 
Sir  Will.  Hafdrefs  Bar. 

*  Philip  Papillion  Efq; 

Port  of  Sandwich. 

*  Sir  Henry  Oxenden 
Bar. 

John  Mitchel  Efq; 
Port  of  Hythe. 

*  Jacob  Defboverie  Efq; 
John  Boteler  Efq; 

Port  of  New  Romney. 

*  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Ld. 

Vifcount  Sondes. 

*  Sir  Rob.  Furnefe  Bar. 

Town  of  Rye. 

*  Sir  John  NorrisKt. 

*  Philip  Gibbon  Efq; 
Town  of  Winchelfea. 

Hon.  George  Dodington 
Efq;  Comniifiioner 
of  the  Admiralty, 

*  Robert  Briftow  Efq; 

Town  of  Seaford. 
William  Lowndes  Efq; 

*  George  Nayolr  Efq; 


Henry  Pelham  Efq; 


*  Admiral  Aylmer^ 


*  Thomas  D'Aeth  Efq; 


*  Sir  Samuel  Lennard 
Bart.  Groom  of  the 
Bed-Chamber  to  the 
Prince,  &c. 


George  Bubb  Efqv 


-[•  Sir  William  Afliburn- 
ham  Bar.  Chamberlain 
of  the  Exchequer, 


WALES 
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WALES. 


ANGLESEY    2. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bulkley     *  Owen  Meyrick  Efq; 
Vifcount  Cafhel  of  Ire- 
land. 

Beaumaris, 
f  Hon.  Hen.  Bertie  Efq; 

BRECON   2. 
-f-  Sir  Edward  Williams 

Kt.  . 

Town  of  Brecon, 
•f  Roger  Jones  Efq; 

CARDIGAN   2. 

*  Thomas  Jones  Efq;        *  Lewis  Price  Efq; 

Town  of  Cardigan. 
Sir  George  Barlow  Bar.       f  Stephen  Parry  Efq; 

CARMARTHEN    2. 
Sir  Thomas  Powell  Bar.     Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Marquis 

of  Winchefter. 
Town  of  Caermar- 
then. 
Richard  Vaughan  Efq; 

CARNAVEN    2. 

*  William  Griffith  Efq; 
Town  of  Carnavan. 

*  Thomas  Wynne  Efq; 

DENBIGH    2. 
t  Sir  Richard  Midle- 
ton  Bar. 
Town  of  Denbigh. 

*  John  Roberts  Efq; 

FLINT    2. 
Sir  John  Conway  Bar.        *  Sir  Roger  Moflyn  Bar. 

Town  of  Flint. 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn  f  Sir  John  Conway  Bar. 

GLA- 
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G  LAM  ORGAN     2. 

t  Robert  Jones  Efq-, 
Town  of  Cardiffe. 
t  Sir  Edward  Stradling 
Bart. 

MARIONETH     i. 
Richard  Vaughan  Efq; 

MONTGOMERY     2. 
f  Edward  Vaughan  Efq-, 
Town  of  Montgo- 
mery, 
t  John  Pugh  Efq; 

PEMBROKE     3. 
John  Barlow  Efq;  *  Sir  Arthur  Owen  Bart. 

Town  of  Pembroke. 

Lewis  Wogan  Efq;  *  Brigadier  Tho.  Ferrers. 

Town  of  Haverford- 

Weft. 

f  John  Laugherne  Efq; 

RADNOR     2. 
Thomas  Harley  Efq;  *  Richard  Fowler  Efqj 

Town  of  New  Rad- 
nor. 
Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Lord     *  Thomas  Lewis  Efq; 
Harley. 


GOTLAND    45, 


Shire  of  ABER- 
DEEN. 

*  Sir   Alexander   dim- 
ming Bart. 

Shire  of  AIR. 

*JohnMontgomery  Efq; 

Shire  of  ARGYLE. 

*  Sir  James    Campbell 
Bart. 


Vol.  VI.  X  Shire 


*  Sir  Rob.  Gordon  Bart. 


*  Capt.  Alex.  Urquhart. 
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Shire  of  BAMFF. 
Alexander     Abercomby 
Efq-, 
Shire  of  BERWICK. 

*  Hon  George  Baillie 
Efq-,  Commiflioner  of 
the  Admiralty. 

Shires  of  BUTE  and 

CATHNESS. 
John  Campbell  jun.  Efq; 
Shires  of  NAIRN  and 

CROMARTIE. 
John  Forbes  Efq; 
Shire  of  DUMBAR- 
TON. 

*  Hon.  John  Campbell 
fen.  Efq; 

Shire  of  DUMFRIES. 
Sir  William    Johnftoun 
Bart. 

Shire  of  EDIN- 

BURGH. 

George  Lockhart  Efq; 

Shire  of  ELGIN. 
Alex.  Grant  Efq;  Briga- 
dier-General. 
Shire  of  FIFE. 
t  Sir  Alex.  ArefkineBt.     *  Sir  John 
Lord  Lyon  King  of        Bart, 
Arms. 
Shire  of  FORFAR. 
f  John  Carnegie  Efq; 
Shire  of  HADING- 

TON. 
*  Hon.  John  Cockburn 
jun.     Efq;     one    of 
the  Commiifigners  of 
trade. 


John  Baird  Efq; 


Anftruther 


Shire 
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Shire  of  INVER- 
NESS. 
Hon.  Alex.  Mackenzie 
Efq; 
Shire    of  KINCAR- 

DIN. 
Col.  James  Scott. 
Shires  of  KINROSS  and 

CLACMANAN. 
Sir  John  Arefkine  Bar. 
Stewartry  of  KIR- 
CUDBRIGHT. 
Hon.   Sir  John  Stewart 
Bar. 
Shire  of  LANERK. 
Sir  James  Hamilton  Bar. 
Shire  of  LINLITH- 
GOW. 
John  Houfton  Efq; 
Shires  of  ORKNEY 
and   ZETLAND. 
Hon.  Col.  George  Dou- 
glas. 
Shire  of  PEEBLES. 
William  Morrifon   Efq-, 

Shire  of  PERTH. 
-j-  Rt.  Hon.  James  Lord 
Murray. 
Shire  of  RENFREW. 
Sir  Robert  Pollock  Bar. 

Shire  of  ROSS. 
•f  Lieutenant  -  General 
Charles  Rofs. 
Shire  of  ROX- 
BURGH. 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  Bar. 

Shire  of  SELKIRK. 
*  John  Pringle  Efq*, 
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Mango  Haddin  Efq; 


Sir  Hugh  Paterfon  Kt. 

and  Bar. 
Shire  of  SUTHER- 
LAND. 
William  Morrifon  Efq;     *  Sir  Will.  Gordon  Bar. 

Shire  of  WIGTOUN. 
Hon.  John  Stuart  Efq; 

City  of  Edinburgh. 
Sir  James  Stewart  Bar.        Geo.  Warender  Efq-,  Ld. 

Provoft  of  Edinburgh. 
L^  r  Kirkwall. 
I  \  Week. 
-gj^  Dornock. 
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Robert  Monro  Efq; 


Tame. 


'o  rFortrofe. 
^  \  Invernefs. 
£p  I  Nairn. 
p§  (.Forrefs. 

"^  \  Cullen. 
I^^Bamff. 
^  I  Inverury. 
«  LKintore. 


*  Hon.  Will.  Stuart  Efq;  Se- 
cretary  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 


f  Hon.  James  Murray  Efq; 
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^  LBreechin.  J 
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a  I  Coupar. 
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'^  fDyfart. 
^  \  Kirkaldie. 
gPlKinghorne. 
C§  (.Bruntifland. 


James  Ofwald  I  *  Col.  Will. 
Efq;  I       Ker. 


i^  rinnerkithen. 
^  I  Dumferline. 


^<  Queen jfberry. 
a  I  Culrofs. 


W 


{.  Stirling. 


'"o  fGlafgow. 
^  J  Renfrew. 
gplRutherglen. 
c§  (.Dumbarton. 

^  rHadington. 

S  \  Dunbar. 
-gj^  North  Berwick. 

3  I  Lauder. 
^  L  Jedburgh. 

^  rSelkirk. 
^  \  Peebles, 
g^l  Linlithgow. 
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Hen. Cunningham  jun.  Efq; 


*  Thomas  Smith  Efq; 


*  Sir  David  Dalrymple  Bart. 
Lord  Advocate  for  Scot- 
land. 


SirJ.Car- 

michel. 


*Hon.  Col.  G. 
Douglas. 


lm  ("Dumfries. 
^  I  Sanquhar. 
-§3^  Annan. 
^  I  Lockmaben. 
LKirkudbright. 


SirWill.John- 
lloun  Bart. 
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^  J  New  Galloway./ Sir  Alexander  1  *  Col.  Patrick 
£P iStranrawer.        ^MaxwellBar.  |      Oans. 
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ON  the  17th  of  March^  the  Parliament  of 
Great-Britain  met  at  IVeftminfter  according  to 
the  writs  of  fummons  •,  and  on  Monday^  the  21ft  of 
Marchy  the  King  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  with  the 
ufual  ftate  and  folemnity  j  and  the  Commons  being 
fent  for  up,  and  attending;  prefented  the  honourable 
Spencer  Compton^  Efq-,  for  their  Speaker,  whom  his 
Majefty  approved.  After  this,  his  Majefty  was 
gracioufly  pleafed   to  declare  from   the   Throne, 

*  That  he  fiad  ordered  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  de- 

*  clare  the  caufes  of  calling  this  Parliament,  in  his 

*  Majeily's  name  and  words  :'  And  accordingly  the 
Lord  Chancellor  read  to  both  houfes  the  follow- 
ing fpeech,  delivered  into  his  hands  by  his  Ma- 
jefty/ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

THIS  being  the  firft  opportunity  that  I  have  The  King's 
had  of  meeting  my  people  in  Parliament,  bo\h\ou% 
fmce  it  pleafed  Almighty  God,  of  his  providence, 
to  call  me  to  the  throne  of  my  anceftors,  I  moft 
gladly  make  ufe  of  it  to  thank  my  faithful  and 
loving  fubjeds,  for  that  zeal  and  firmnefs  that 
hath  been  Ihewn  in  defence  of  the  Protefiant  fuc- 
cefTion,  againft  all  the  open  and  fecret  pradices 
that  have  been  ufed  to  defeat  it  :  And  I  fliall  never 
forget  the  obligations  I  have  to  thofe  who  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfeives  upon  this  occafion. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  unparallelled 
fuccefs  of  a  war,  which  was  fo  wifely  and  chear- 
fully  fupported  by  this  nation,  in  order  to  procure 
a  good  peace,  had  been  attended  with  a  luitable 
conclufion  :  But  it  is  with  concern  I  muft  tell  you, 
that  fome  conditions  even  of  this  peace,  effential  to 
the  fecurity  and  trade  of  Great- Britain,  are  not 
yet  duly  executed  ;  and  the  performance  of  the 
whole  may  be  looked  upon  as  precarious,   until 

X  4  we 
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we  fhall  have  formed  defenfive  alliances  to  guaranty 
the  prefent  treaties. 

The  Pretender^  who  flili  refides  in  Lorraine 
threatens  to  difturb  us,  and  boalVs  of  the  affiftance 
which  he  ftill  expedls  here  to  repair  his  former  dif- 
appointments. 

A  great  part  of  our  trade  is  rendered  imprafli- 
cable  ;  this,  if  not  retrieved,  muft  deflroy  our  ma- 
nufadures,  and  ruin  our  navigation. 

The  publk  debts  are  very  great,  and  furpri- 
zingly  incre^ed,  even  fince  the  fatal  cefTation  of 
arms.  My  firft  care  was  to  prevent  a  further  in- 
creafe  of  thofe  debts,  by  paying  off  forthwith  a 
great  number  of  fhips  which  had  been  kept  in  pay, 
when  there  was  no  occafion  for  continuing  fuch  an 
expence. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
I  rely  upon  you  for  fuch  fupplies  as  the  prefent 
clrcumilances  of  our  aff'airs  require  for  this  year's 
fervice,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  public  faith. 
The  efti mates  ihall  be  laid  before  you,  that  you 
may  confider  of  them  •,  and  what  you  fhall  judge 
neceflfary  for  your  fafety,  I  fhall  think  fufficient 
for  mine. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  will  concur  with  me  in 
opinion,  that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the 
fupport  of  the  credit  of  the  nation,  than  a  ilrid  ob- 
fervance  of  all  parliamentary  engagements. 

The  branches  of  the  revenue,  formerly  granted 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  Government,  are  fo 
far  encumbered  and  alienated,  that  the  produce  of 
the  funds  v/hich  remain,  and  have  been  granted 
to  me,  will  fall  much  Ihort  of  what  was  at  firfl 
defigned  for  maintaining  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown  :  And  fince  it  is  my  happinefs  (as  I 
am  confident  you  think  it  yours)  to  fee  the  Prince  of 
Wales^  who  may,  in  due  time,  fucceed  me  on  the 

Throne, 
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Throne,  and  to  fee  him  bleffed  with  many  chil- 
dren, the  bed  and  moft  valuable  pledges  of  our 
care  and  concern  for  your  profperity  •,  this  muft: 
occafion  an  expence  to  which  the  nation  has  not 
of  many  years  been  accuftomed  ;  but  fuch  as  fure- 
]y  no  man  will  grudge  :  And  therefore  I  do  not 
doubt  but  you  will  think  of  it  with  that  affedioa 
which  I  have  reafon  to  hope  from  you. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  you,  waiting 
the  ifTue  of  this  firft  felTion.  Let  no  unhappy  di- 
vifions  of  parties  here  at  home,  divert  you  from 
purfuing  the  common  intereft  of  your  country. 
Let  no  wicked  infinuations  difquiet  the  minds  of 
my  fubjedls.  The  eftablifhed  conftitution  in 
church  and  (late  ihall  be  the  rule  of  my  govern- 
ment ',  the  happinefs,  eafe,  and  profperity  of  my 
people,  fhall  be  the  chief  care  of  my  life.  Thofe 
who  alTifl  me  in  carrying  on  thefe  meafures,  I 
fliall  always  efteem  my  bed  friends  ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  that  I  Ihall  be  able,  with  your  aOlftance, 
ro  difappoint  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  would  de- 
prive me  of  that  bleffing,  which  I  moil  value,  the 
affeulion  of  my  people. 

After  which  the  houfe  of  Lords  refolved  to  pre- 
fent  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty.  The  next 
day  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  it  up,  report- 
ed the  fame  to  the  houfe  as  follows  : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE    your  Majefty's  mofl  dutiful   and  loyal  '^^^  Lords 
fubje6ls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  thanks  ^1 
in  Parliament  aflembled,    beg  leave  to  prefent  to^^=K.ing. 
your  Majefty  our  moft  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
tor  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  to  your 
houfes  of  Parliament,  and  to  aflure  your  Majefty, 
that  altho'  we  meet  together  with  hearts  deeply  fen- 

fible 
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fible  of  the  goodnefs  of  divine  providence  to  us, 
in  bringing  your  Majefty  with  fafety,  and  at  fo 
critical  a  jun<5lure,  to  the  Throne  of  your  anceftors  ; 
yet  we  could  not  but  become  ftill  more  affedbed 
with  that  ineftimable  bleffing,  when  we  heard  fo 
very  afFeftionate  expreflions  from  your  Majefty 
towards  your  people  ^  fo  clear  and  full  afTurances 
from  a  Prince  of  fuch  known  honour  and  juftice, 
that  the  eftablilhed  conftitution  in  church  and 
ftate  fhall  be  the  rule  of  your  government ,  and 
fo  juft  and  tender  a  concern  for  our  not  having 
obtained  thofe  advantages  by  the  peace  (which 
would  have  been  but  a  fuitable  conclufion  to  fo 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  a  war)  nor  as  yet  a  due 
execution  of  fome  conditions  even  of  that  peace, 
effential  to  the  fecurity  and  trade  of  this  king- 
dom. 

We  are  affeded  with  wonder,  as  well  as  with  a 
juft  refentment,  that  a  Pretender  to  your  Majefty 's 
crown  fhould  be  yet  permitted  to  refide  fo  near 
your  dominions,  efpecially  after  his  public  boaft- 
ing  of  an  afliftance  he  expedls  here,  and  his  avow- 
ing a  defign  to  invade  this  your  Majefty's  king- 
dom. 

We  are  but  too  fenfible,  that  our  trade  is  ren- 
dered impracticable  in  the  moft  valuable  branches 
of  it,  and  of  the  ill  efFeds  that  muft  have  upon 
our  manufadlures  and  navigation :  But  your  Ma- 
jefty may  be  aftured,  nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on 
our  part,  that  may  any  way  conduce  to  the  re- 
trieving it. 

Thefe  and  other  difficulties  your  Majefty  hath 
met  with  on  your  acceffion  to  the  crown,  (and 
which  we  muft  obferve,  in  juftice  to  your  wifdom 
and  forefight,  would  have  been  prevented,  had 
your  opinion  been  followed)  we  muft  confefs  are 
very  great  and  difcouraging  ^  however  we  do  not 
doubt,  but  that  your  Majefty,  aflifted  by  this  Par- 
liament, 
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liament,  zealous  for  your  government,  and  the  fafe- 
ty  and  honour  of  their  country,  may  be  able  to  take 
fuch  further  meafures,  as  will  fecure  what  is  due  to 
us  by  treaties,  eafe  our  debts,  preferve  the  public 
credit,  reftore  our  trade,  extinguiih  the  very  hopes 
of  the  Pretender,  and  recover  the  reputation  of  this 
kingdom  in  foreign  parts ;  the  lofs  of  which,  we 
hope  to  convince  the  world  by  our  actions,  is  by  no 
means  to  be  imputed  to  the  nation  in  general. 

And  thefe  good  ends  cannot  fail  of  being  obtain- 
ed by  your  Majefty's  purfuing  with  fteadinefs,  as 
you  have  begun,  the  true  intereft  of  this  your  obe- 
dient and  afFedlionate  people :  And  your  Majefty 
may,  by  God's  blefling,  depend,  that  in  conjundlion 
with  fo  loyal  a  Parliament,  you  will  be  able  to  lay 
foundations  that  can  never  be  moved,  not  only  of  ' 

the  fecurity  and  glory,  but  even  of  the  eafe  and  traa- 
quillity  of  your  government,  and  that  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's pofterity  •,  for  which  we  offer  up  our  moft 
ardent  prayers,  that  it  may  for  ever  continue  to  reign 
after  your  Majefty  on  the  Throne  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
and  in  the  hearts  of  a  people  truly  happy,  and  fully 
fenfible  of  their  being  fo. 

After  the  reading  of  this  addrefs  there  arofe  a  Debate  about 
great  debate  in  the  houfe,  chiefly  about  thefe  ex-  '^' 
prefTions,  ^nd  recover  the  reputation  of  this  kingdom 
in  foreign  parts  ;  the  lofs  of  which  ^  we  hope  to  convince 
the  world  by  our  actions ^  is  by  no  means  to  be  imputed 
to  the  nation  in  general.  The  Lord  "Trever^  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Bolingbroke^  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  the 
Dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Shrewsbury^  the  Earl  of 
Anglefey,  the  Archbifhop  of  Tork^  the  Bifhops  of 
London  and  Briftol^  and  fome  other  Peers,  excepted 
againft  that  claufe,  alledging,  among  other  things, 

*  That  the  fame  was  injurious  to  the  late  Queen's 
'  memory,  and  even  claftiing  with  that  part  of  his 

*  Majefty's  fpeech,   which  recommended  to  both 

'  houfes. 
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'  houfes,  the  avoiding  the  unhappy  divijion  of  parties,^ 
The  Lord  Bolinghroke^  in  particular,  made  a  long 
fpeech,  wherein  he  exprefTed  the  heartieft  and  deep- 
ed concern  for  the  memory  of  the  late  Queen,  his 
moft  excellent  miftrefs,  which,  he  faid,  he  would  do 
all  in  his  power  to  vindicate  :  That  he  had  the  honour 
to  he  one  of  herfervantSy  and  if  he  had  done  any  thing 
amifs,  he  woud  be  contented  to  be  punijhed  for  it ;  but 
that  he  thought  it  very  hard  to  he  cenfured  and  condemn- 
ed without  being  heard.  His  Lordfhip  took  this  oc- 
cafion  to  fay  a  great  deal  in  praife  of  the  King : 
That  his  Majejly  had  feveral  times  exprejj'ed  a  great 
refpeEl  and  tendernefs  for  the  late  ^een's  memory ^  and 
was  a  Prince  of  fo  great  wifdom^  equity^  and  Juftice^ 
that  he  was  fure^  his  Majefty  would  not  condemn 
any  man^  without  hearing  what  he  had  to  fay  for 
himfelf  s  that  fo  auguji  an  affemhly  ought  to  imitate 
fo  great  a  pattern  •,  and  upon  thefe,  and  other  reafons, 
his  Lordfhip  moved,  that  the  words  recover ^  &c. 
might  be  foftned  into  thofe  of  maintain  the  reputation 
of  this  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  reft  of  the  paragraph 
might  be  left  out.  The  Earl  of  Strafford^  alfo  ex- 
cepted againft  that  claufe,  amongft  other  arguments, 
hecaufe  the  fame  would  expofe  the  honour  of  the  nation 
abroad,  which  he  was  fur e,  had  fuffered  no  diminution 
during  his  negociations.  The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  faid, 
in  particular,  nat  the  houfe  of  Peers  ought ^  on  all  occa- 
fions  to  be  moft  tender  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
crown,  from  which  they  derive  their  own  honour  and 
luflre  \  that  therefore,  when  the  like  claufe  was  in- 
ferted  in  an  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  tht  late 
Sateen,  upon  the  death  of  King  William,  he  had  ex- 
prejjed  to  feveral  members  of  thai  houfe  his  diflike  of  it^ 
becaife  it  refle£fed  on  the  memory  of  that  Prince ;  and, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  he  was  againft  the  faid  claufe, 
Thefe,  and  other  arguments  urged  on  that  fide,  were 
anfwered,  by  the  Marquis  of  Wharton,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham^  and  his  brother 

the 
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the  Earl  of  Alyesfordy  the  Duke  of  Devonjhire^  and 
fome  other  Peers,  who  expreffed  all  due  refped  and 
reverence  for  the  late  Queen's  memory ;  rightly 
diftinguifhed  between  her  and  her  Minijiry  \  and 
maintained  the  claufe  inqueftion  by  arguments  drawn 
from  the  mifmanagements  of  the  latter,  hinted  at 
in  his  Majefty's  fpeech.  The  Lord  Chancellor  in 
particular,  confuted  the  objedions  raifed  by  the 
Lord  Bolinghroke^  and,  among  other  things,  faid, 
'  They  did  not  condemn  any  particular  perfon,  but 

*  only  the  peace  in  general,  becaufe  they  felt  the  ill 
'  confequences  of  it ;    that  they  who  advifed  and 

*  made  fuch  a  peace,   deferved,  indeed,  to  be  cen- 

*  fured,  but  that  the  words  in  the  addrefs  being  ge- 

*  neral,    no  private  perfon  was  affed:ed  by  them. 

*  And  that  the  alteration  of  the  word  recover  into 
'  that  of  maintain^  would  fignify  no  more  towards 

*  xhtjuftification  o^th^  guilly,  than  the  word  recover ^ 
*•  towards  the  condemnation  of  the  innocent,"*  Upon 
the  whole  matter,    the  queftion  being  put  whether 

the  addrefs  fhould  be  recomm.itted  or  no.  The  ne-  The  addrefs 
gative  carried  it  by  a  majority  of  fixty-fix  voices  the'hrul^^ 
againft  thirty- three. 

The  next  day,  the  houfe  of  Lords,  in  a  body, 
prefented  their  addrefs  to  the  King,  who  returned 
the  following  anfwer: 

My  Lords^ 

1  Thank  you  heartily  for  this  addrefs :  Your  duty  The  king** 
and  loyalty  to  me  can  never  be  better  expref-  theTofds 
fed,    than  by  fhewing  a  juft  concern  for  the  repu-  ^^^'^^^^^ 
tation  and  intereft  of  the  nation,    fince  I  have  no 
other  thought  or  view,  but  to  promote  the  profpe- 
rity  and  happinefs  of  my  people. 

Before  the  Lords  waited  on  the  King  with  their  The  howfc 
addrefs,  they  adjourned  themfclves  to  the  Monday  •,  j"Iurned' 

follov/ing  i 
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following ;    then  again  to  Wednejday  the  30th  of 
March ;    and  then  again  to  the  ift  of  ApriL     Let 
us  now  attend  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons. 
S-XcoS-      ^"  the  2 1  ft  of  March^  Mr.  Speaker  alone,  and 
toons!  °°*'  then  the  other  members,  took  the  oaths,  and  made 
and  fubfcribed  the  declaration,    and  took  and  fub- 
fcribed  the  oath  of  abjuration,  according  to  the  laws 
made  for  thofe  purpofes  :  As  did  other  members  the 
2  2d,  23d,  and  following  days. 
Bill  to  pre-       On  the  23  d,  A  hill  for  the  more  effeElual  prevent'- 
Tng  and  un-  ^^S  ^^^  puntfloing  the  ftealing  and  unlawful  killing  of 
lawful  ku-  cattle^  was  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
^^fj°^       reading :  After  which,  Mr.  Speaker  having  reported 
to  the  houfe  his  Majefty's  fpeech,    Robert  Walpole^ 
Efq-,  ftood  up,  and  made  a  very  eloquent  fpeech,  in 
which  he  fet  forth  in  lively  colours,   the  great  hap- 
pinefs  of  thefe  nations  by  his  Majefty's  feafonable 
acceflion  to  the  crown ;    ran  through  the  mifma- 
nagements  of  the  four  laft  preceding  years ;    and 
TAx.JVaipoh  concludcd  with  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to 
Srefs  o"     ^^^  ^^"gj   conformable  to  the  feveral  heads  of  his 
thaTks.       Majefty's  fpeech.     He  was  feconded  by  the  Lord 
Hinchingbroke  -,  and  none  but  Sir  William  Whitlocke 
having  raifed  an  objedlion  againft  Mr.  Walpole^s  mo- 
tion, it  was  refolved^ 
Refoiution        '  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
ibr  it.         c  jefty,    to  exprefs  our  juft  fenfe  of  the  divine  pro- 

*  vidence,    in  placing  his  Majefty  on  the  throne  of 

*  his  anceftors  :    To  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks 

*  of  this  houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from 

*  the  throne  j  for  his  aflurances  that  the  eftabliftied 

*  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate  Ihall  be  the  rule 
'  of  his  government ;  and  for  his  goodnefs  expreffed 
'  to  thofe  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their 

*  zeal  and  firmnefs  for  the  proteflant  fucceflion :  To 

*  exprefs  our  concern,  that  any  conditions  of  the 
'  late  peace  elfential  to  the  fecurity  and  trade  of 

*  Great-Britain^  are  not  yet  duly  executed :  That 

*  fuch  alliances  have  not  been  fgrmed,  as  are  necef- 
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fary  to  render  the  peace  durable :    That  our  ma- 
nufadlures  and  navigation  are  in  fuch  hazard  by 
the  difficulties  brought  upon  our  commerce :  And 
that  the  public  debts  are  greatly  increafed  even 
fince  the  ceflation  of  arms :  To  declare  our  higheft 
refentment  againft  the  prefumptuous  declaration, 
of  the  Pretender^  and  the  encouragement  he  boafts 
to  have  received  from  hence :    And  to  affure  hi^. 
Majefty,    that  we  will  demonftrate  our  juft  fenfe 
of  the  great  bleflings  derived  to  thefe  nations  in 
the  perfon  of  the  Prince  of  JVales  and  his  ififue, 
by  enabling  his  Majefty  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  crown,    and  to  make  an  honourable  provifion 
for  the  royal  family  :    And  that  we  will  likewife 
grant  fuch  fupplies  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year,    and  for  maintaining  parlia- 
mentary credit :    And  will  fupport  his  Majefty  in 
fuch  alliances  as  he  Ihall  judge  neceflary  to  make 
for  preferving  the  peace  of  Europe.* 
This  vote  being  pafTed,    a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  the  faid  addrefs,  of  which  Mr. 
JValpole  was  chofen  Chairman  :    And  then,  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,    the  houfe  appointed  the  five  grand 
Committees  for  religion^  grievances^  courts  of  juftice^ 
trade ^   privileges  and  ele^ions  •,    pafled  feveral  refo^ 
lutions  about  eledions  -,   and  made  the  ufual  regula- 
tions relating  to  the  fitting  of  the  houfe. 

Then  Mr.  Walpole  reported  from  the  Committee 
before-mentioned,  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  be  pre- 
Tented  to  his  Majefty,  as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

YOUR  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub-  A^drefe  oC 
je6ls,  the  Commons  o^  Great-Britain  inParlia-  the  Kingl 
ment  afiembled,  return  your  Majefty  their  unfeigned 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
It  is  with  inexpreffibie  joy,  that  we  approach 
your  Majefty,  peaceably  feated  upon  the  throne 
of  your  roval  anceftors  i   and  being  throughly  fen- 

fiblc 
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fibie  of  the  many  open  and  fecret  pradlices  that 
have  of  late  years  been  ufed  to  defeat  the  proteftant 
fuccefiion,  we  cannot  fufficiently  adore  the  divine 
providence,  that  fo  feafonably  interpofed,  and  faved 
this  nation,  by  your  Majefty's  happy  acceflion  to 
the  crown. 

Your  faithful  Commons  receive,  with  the  high- 
efl  gratitude,  your  moft  gracious  aflurances,  that 
the  eflablillied  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate 
fliall  be  the  rule  of  your  government  •,  and  the 
fafety,  eafe,  and  prosperity  of  your  people,  the 
chief  care  of  your  life.  We  are  fenfible  of  your 
goodnefs  exprefled  to  thofe  who  have  diftinguifh- 
ed  themfelves  by  their  zeal  and  firmnefs  for  the 
■proteftant  fuccelTion  :  And  as  we  doubt  not  but  the 
wifdom  and  fteadinefs  of  your  government,  will 
unite  the  hearts  of  all  your  faithful  flibjedls  in  duty 
and  affedion  to  your  facred  perfon,  fo  we  moft 
humbly  beg  leave  to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that 
we  not  only  highly  refent  the  wicked  infinuations 
ufed  to  difquiet  the  minds  of  your  fubjedls,  but 
are  refolved,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  to  fup- 
prefs  and  extinguiili  that  evil  difpofition  that  is 
ftill  at  work  to  deprive  your  Majefty  of  the  affec- 
tions of  your  people. 

We  are  fenfibly  touched  not  only  with  the  dif- 
appointment,  but  with  the  reproach  brought  upon 
the  nation  by  the  unfaitable  conclufion  of  a  war, 
which  was  carried  on  at  fo  vaft  an  expence,  and 
^K^as  attended  with  fuch  unparallelled  fucceffes :  But 
as  that  diftionour  cannot  in  juftice  be  imputed  to 
the  whole  nation,  fo  we  firmly  hope  and  believe, 
that  through  your  Majefty's  great  wifdom,  and  the 
faithful  endeavours  of  your  Commons,  the  reputa- 
tion of  thefe  your  kingdoms  will  in  due  time  be 
vindicated  and  reftored. 

We  are  under  aftoniftiment  to  find,  that  any 
conditions  of  the  late  peace,  effential  to  the  fe- 
curity  and  trade  of  Great-Britainy   fhould  not  yet 

*  be 
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be  duly  executed ;  and  that  care  was  not  taken  to 
form  fiich  alliances,  as  might  have  rendered  that 
peace  not  precarious.  And  as  no  care  fhall  be  want- 
ing in  your  loyal  Commons  to^  inquire  into  thefe 
fatal  mifcarriages,  fo  we  entirely  rely  on  your  Ma- 
iefty's  wifdom  to  enter  into  fuch  alliances  as  you 
fhall  judge  necellary  to  preferve  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope \  and  we  faithfully  promife  to  enable  your  Ma- 
jelly  to  make  good  all  fuch  engagements. 

It  is  with  juft-  refentment  we  obferve,  that  the 
Pretender  flill  re  fides  in  Lorrain^  and  that  he  has 
the  prefumption,  by  declarations  from  thence,  to 
fbir  up  your  Majefty's  fubjecls  to  rebellion  :  But 
that  which  raifes  the  utmoll  indignation  of  your 
Commons  is,  that  it  appears  therein,  that  his  hopes 
were  built  upon  the  meafures  that  had  been  taken 
for  fome  time  pall  in  Great-Britain.  It  fhall  be 
our  bufinefs  to  trace  out  thofe  meafures  whereon  he 
placed  his  hopes,  and  to  bring  the  authors  of  them 
to  condign  punifhment. 

Your  Commons  are  under  the  deeped  concern, 
that  a  great  part  of  our  trade  is  rendered  imprac- 
ticable, which,  if  not  retrieved,  mull  deftroy  our 
manufadures,  and  ruin  our  navigation  :  But  though 
we  are  too  fenfible  of  thofe  fatal  confequences,  we 
are  not  yet  without  hopes,  that  your  Majefly^s  great 
wifdom,  by  the  afliftance  of  your  Commons,  may 
find  means  to  extricate  your  people  from  their  pre- 
fent  difficulties. 

The  blefTings  derived  to  thefe  nations  from 
your  Majefly's  aufpicious  reign,  are  not  confined 
to  the  prefent  times  •,  we  have  a  profped  of  future 
and  lafting  happinefs  entailed  upon  your  people  by 
a  long  fucceflion  of  your  royal  progeny.  And  as 
this  is  a  bledlng  which  thefe  kingdoms  have  a  long 
time  wanted,  fo  they  could  never  hope  to  have 
feen  it  fo  well  fupplied,  as  in  the  perfon  of  his 
royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  JVales^  and  his  ifTue, 
Your  faithful   Commons    fliall   therefore  think   it 

Vol.  VI.  Y  their 
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their  duty  to  enable  your  Majefty  to  fupport  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  to  make  an  honourable 
provifion  for  the  royal  familyv 

The  furprizing  increafe  of  the  public  debts,  even 
finceall  thoughts  of  carrying  on  the  war,  were  laid 
afide,  fhall  not  difcourage  us  from  granting  fuch 
fupplies  as  fhall  be  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of 
this  year,  and  for  the  fupport  of  public  faith  :  And 
we  do  entirely  concur  with  your  Majefty  in  opinion, 
that  nothing  can  contribute  more  towards  preferv- 
ing  the  credit  of  the  nation,  than  a  ftricl  obfer- 
vance  of  all  parliamentary  engagements,  which 
we  are  firmly  refolved  upon  all  occafions  inviolably 
to  maintain. 

Great  debate  Upon  the  reading  of  this  addrefs  there  arofe  a 
thereupon,  ^^j.^^  debate  in  the  houfe  :  Mr.  Shippen^  Mr.  Brom- 
ley^ Sir  William  Wyndham^  General  Rofs^  Mr.  Cce- 
favy  Mr.  Ward^  Sir  Robert  Raymond^  Sir  William 
Whitlocke^  Mr.  Hungerford^  and  fome  others,  raif- 
ed  feveral  objections  againft  divers  exprefTions  in  the 
addrefs :  But  were  folidly  anfwered  by  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole^  General  Stanhope^  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote^ 
and  Mr.  Pultney.  General  Rofs^  among  the  reft, 
infifted  much  upon  the  threadbare  topic^  '  That  the 

*  condemning  the  peace,    and  cenfuring  the  late 

*  miniftry,  was  a  refledion  on  the  late  Queen,  whofe 

*  adt  and  deed  the  peace  w^as  ;  and  that  he  was  fure 

*  the  refleding  on  the  late  Queen  could  not  be 
'  agreeable  to  his  prefent  Majefty.'  He  was  an- 
fwered by  Mr.  IValpole,  and  Mr.  Stanhope^  '  That 

*  nothing  was  farther  from  their  intentions  than  to 
'  afperfe  the  late  Queen  :  That  they  rather  defign- 

*  ed  to  vindicate  her  memoiy,  by  expofing  and  pu- 

*  nifiiiug  thofe  evil  counfellors,  who  deluded  her 

*  into  pernicious  meafures ;  whereas  the  oppofite 
*^  party  endeavoured  to  fcreen  and  juftify  thofe  coun- 
'  fellors,  by  throwing  on  that  good,  pious,  and 
'  well-meaning  Princefs,  aJJ  the  felamc  and  odium 

'  of 
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*  of  their  evil  counfels.'  As  to  what  was  alledged^ 
that  the  cenfuring  the  late  Minifters,  without  hear- 
ing them,  and  condemning  the  peace,  without  exa- 
mining into  particulars,*  was  unjuft  and  unprece- 
dented, it  was  anfwered,  '  That  they  muft  diflin- 

*  guiih  between  cenfuring  Miniilers,  and  condemn^ 

*  ing  the  peace  in  general,  and  condemning  parti- 

*  cular  perfons.     That  they  might,  in  equity  and 

*  juftice,  do  the  firfl,  becaufe  the  whole  nation  is 

*  already  fenfible  that  their  honour  and  true  intereft 

*  were  given  up  by  the  late  peace.     That,  in  due 

*  time,  they  would  call  them  to  an  account  who 

*  made  and  advifed  fuch  a  peace  ;  but,  God  forbid 

*  they  fliould  ever  condemn  any  perfon  unheard/ 
On  this  occafion  Mr.  Stanhope  took  notice  of  a 
report  induftrioufly  fpread  abroad,  '  Thai  the  pre- 
'  fent  Minifters  never  defigned  to  call  the  late  ma- 
'  nagers  to  an  account,  but  only  to  cenfure  them  in 
'  general  terms :  But  he  aflured  the  houfe,  that  not* 

*  withftanding  all  the  endeavours   had  been  ufed 

*  to  prevent  a  difcovery  of  the  late  mifmanagements, 

*  by  conveying  away  feveral  papers  from  the  Se- 
'  cretaries  offices,  yet  the  government  had  fufficient 

*  evidence  left,  to  prove  the  late  Miniftry  the  moft 
'  corrupt  that  ever  fat  at  the  helm.  That  thofe 
'  matters  would  foon  be  laid  before  the  houfe  -,  and 
'  that  it  would  appear,  that  a  certain  Englijh  Gene- 
'  ral  had  adled  in  concert  with,  if  not  received  orders 
'  from,  Marefchal  de  Villars? 

Sir  William  Wyndham  endeavoured  to  prove,  that 
the  peace  had  been  very  beneficial  to  this  kingdom ; 
and  offered  to  produce  a  lift  of  goods  by  which  it 
appeared,  that  the  cuftoms  had  increafed  near 
ioa,ooo/.  per  annum.  But  he  was  immediately 
taken  up  by  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote^  who  readily  own- 
ed Sir  William^  might,  indeed,  produce  a  lift  of 
vaft  imports  from  France^  b^it  defied  him  to  fhew  . 
that  our  exports  x\\\\\\t\\  particularly  of  our  woollen 
nianufadlures,  had  increafed  fince  the  peace.     He 

y  2  added, 
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added,  that  imports  being  only  our  confumpiion^  ra- 
ther prove  our  lofs  than  our  gai7^  ;  and  that  the  na- 
tion gets  only  by  exports,  which  keep  up  our  ma- 
nufaftures,  employ  our  poor,  and  bring  in  returns 
in  money  :  upon  which  Sir  William  Wyndham  was 
filenced.  Nor  tared  it  better  with  Sir  IVilliam  Whit- 
locke^  who  having  fuggefted,  that  the  Whigs  defign- 
ed  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  new  war,  and  lay  fix 
fhillings  in  the  pound,  was  aflured  by  Mr.  Walpoh^ 
that  none  in  the  prefent  Miniftry,  were  for  a  war, 
if  the  fame  could  any  ways  be  avoided  \  and  that 
he  doubted  not,  but  two  fhillings  in  the  pound 
would  be  fufficient  towards  this  year's  fervice. 
The  addrefs  After  thcfc,  and  fome  other  fpeeches,  a  motion 
of  thanks  [^ging  made,  and  the  queftion  put,  that  the  addrefs 
of  thanks  be  recommitted,  it  pafled  in  the  negative, 
by  a  majority  of  244  voices  againfl  138  i  and  then 
it  was  refolved  that  the  houfe  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  faid  addrefs ;  and  ordered  that 
the  members  of  the  houfe,  who  are  of  his  Majefty's 
mod  honourable  Privy  Council,  fhould  know  his 
Majefly's  pleafure,  when  he  would  be  attended  by 
the  houfe.  The  King  having  appointed  the  next 
day,  the  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  attended 
his  Majefty  accordingly  at  St.  James's  with  their 
addrefs,  to  which  his  Majeily  returned  this  moft 
gracious  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
*•  T  Thank  you  for  the  many  kind  affurances  you 
'  A  ^^^^'^  given  me,  in  your  dutiful  and  loyal  ad- 

*  drefs. 

*  No  endeavours  fhall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
'  promote  your  true  intereft,  and  endear  myfeli  to 

*  all  my  people  :  And  1  will  depend  on  your  zeal 

*  and  affedlion  to  defeat  all  evil  defigns  that  m.ay 
'  tend  to  difquiet  the  minds  of  my  people,  and 
^  difiurb  thejTanquillity  of  my  government.' 

The 
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The  Speaker  having  on  the  26th  of  March  re- 
ported his  Majefty's  anfwer,  it  was  refolved,  *  to 
'  prefent  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  re- 

*  turn  the  mofl  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  his 

*  moft  gracious  anfwer  to  their  addrefs.' 

Upon  a  motion  made,  That  the  houfe  would  ap- 
point a  day  to  take  into  conjideration  his  Majefly^s  pro- 
clamation of  the  I  c^th  of  January  lafl^  for  calling  a  new 
Parliament  -,  the  fame  was  read  accordingly  on 
Tuefday  the  5th  of  April.  Sir  William  JVhltlocke^ 
member  of  Parliament  for  the  univerfity  of  Oa;/W, 
having  made  fome  exceptions  to  the  faid  proclama- 
tion as  unprecedented  and  unwarrantable^  he  was  cal^ 
led  upon  by  fome  members  of  the  court  party  to 
explain  himfelf-,  upon  which  he  made  a  kind  of  ex- 
cufe  for  what  he  had  faid.  The  thing  would  have 
been  dropped,  had  not  Sir  William  Wyndham  took 
up  the  cudgels,  and  even  carried  the  matter  farther, 
by  advancing  that  the  faid  proclamation  was  not 
only  unprecedented  and  unwarrantable^  but  even  of 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  very  being  of  Parliaments. 
The  courtiers  could  not  but  take  notice  of  fo  home 
a  refledlion,  and  therefore  called  upon  Sir  William 
Wyndham  to  juftify  his  charge  :  But  "Sir  William^  who 
rightly  judged,  he  could  not  defcend  to  particulars 
without  giving  farther  offence,  and  finking  deeper 
in  the  mire,  declined  explaining  himfelf ;  though 
at  the  fame  time,  he  refolutely  maintained  his  lirft 
affertion,  faying,  '  That  as  he  thought  fome  ex- 

*  preflions  in  the  faid  proclamation  of  dangerous 

*  confequence,  fo   he  believed  every  member  was 

'  free  to  fpeak  his  thoughts.'     He  was  anfwer ed^  *  *itwasfrui 

*  No  doubt  but  every  member  has  that  liberty,  p-^^^^ 
'  freedom  of  fpeech  being  one  of  the  efTential  pri- 

*  vileges  of  that  houfe  •,    but  that  the  houfe  has,  at 

*  the  fame  time,  both  the  liberty  and  power  to 

*  cenfure  and  punifh  fuch  members  as  tranfgrefs  the 
^  rules  of  decency,  trefpafs  upon  the  relpe6l  due  to 

*  the  crown  •,  and  fo  abufe  the  privilege  of  the  houfe 

Y  3  *  with- 
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^  within  doors,  as  to  render  it  contemptible  without.* 
Sir  JVilliam  being  again  called  upon  to  explain  him- 
fclf,  and  ftill  perfilling  in  his  refufal,  fome  mem- 
bers cried  the  Tower ^  the  Tower  •,  but  Robert  WaU 
fole^  Efqi  warded  off  the  blow.      '  Mr.  Speaker^ 

*  faid  he,  (or  words  to  the  fame  effedl)  I  am  not 
'  for  gratifying  the  defire  'which  the  member  who 

*  occafions  this  great  debate,  fhews,  of  being  fent 

*  to  th^  Tozver :    It  would  make  him  too  confide- 

*  rable.  But  as  he  is  a  young  man  of  good  parts, 
'  who  fets  up  for  a  warm  champion  of  the  late  Mi- 

*  niilry,  and  one,  who  was  in  all  their  fecrets,  I 
'  would  have  him  be  in  the  houfe,  when  we  come 

*  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  his  friends ;  both 
'  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  defend  them, 

*  and  be  a  witnefs  of  the  fiirnefs  with  which  we  fhall 

*  proceed  againfl  thofe  Gentlemen  ;  and  that  it  may 

*  not  be  faid,  that  we  take  any  advantage  againfl 

*  them.'     After  feveral  other  fpeeches,  which  pro- 
longed this  debate  from  one  till  half  an  hour  pad 
five  in  the  afternoon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
queftion  put,  that  the  houfe  do  now  adjourn  ?   Which 
being  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  212 
voices  againfl:   134,   a  motion  was  made  and  the 
queftion   propofed,  That  Sir  William   Wyndham 
having  refleSfed  upon  his  Majejifs  proclamation  of  the 
j^th  ^/January  la  ft  for  calling  a  new  Parliament^  and 
having  refufed  to  juftify  his  charge^   although  often 
called  upon  fo  to  do^  is  guilty  of  a  great  indignity  to  his 
Majefty^  and  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  houfe. 
This  m.otion  occafioned  a  frefh  debate,  that  lafted 
till  feven  of  the  clock  :    The  courtiers  flill  infifl;ing 
that  Sir  JVilliam  JVyndham  fhould  juftify  his  charge, 
and  Sir  William  as  obftinately  declining  to  do  it, 
faying,  he  was  ready  to  undergo  whatever  a  majority 
would  infliEi  upon  httn.     At  laft  the  queftion  being 
put  that   Sir  H^lliam  JVyndham  ftiould  withdraw, 
the  fame   was  carried  in  the  affi?i5:iative   by    208 
voices  againft  125  :    Whereupon  Sir  JFilliam  with- 
drew 
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drew  accordingly ;   and  with  him,    to  a  man,  all 

the  129  members  who  had  been  for  the  negative. 

Their  antagonifts  being  thus  entire  mailers  of  the 

field,  the  queltion  was  put,  and  unanimoufly  refolv- 

ed,  '  That  Sir  William  Wyndham^  having  refledled  cenfure  paf- 

'  on  his  Majefty's  proclamation  of  the  15th  of  7^-  sirT///;^„ 

«  nuary  laft  for  calling  a  new  Parliament,  and  hav-  w^ndham, 

*  ing  refufed  to  juftify  his  charge,  although  often 
«  called  upon  fo  to  do,  is  guilty  of  a  great  indignity 
<  to  his  Majefty,  and  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege 
«  of  this  houfe.'  After  which  it  was  ordered^  'That 
'  Sir  William  Wyndham  be  (for  the  faid  offence) 
«  reprimanded,  in  his  place,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  And 
«  that  Sir  William  Wyndham  do  attend  this  houfe  in 

*  his  place  to-morrow  morning.' 

Sir  William  Wyndham  attending  the  next  day,  in 
his  place,  Mr.  Speaker  addreffed  himfelf  to  hijn  in 
this  manner. 

Sir  William  Wyndham^ 

1A  M  to  acquaint  you  that  the  houfe  has  come  to  The  la- 
this  refolution,    that  you  be  reprimanded   in  ^''Jn/tfsj, 
your  place  by  me,  muiam 

You  have  prefumed  to  rdled  on  his  Majefty's  ^^""^^""^ 
proclamation,  and  made  an  unwarrantable  ufe  of  the 
freedom  of  fpeech  granted  by  his  Majefty. 

This  houfe  has  made  their  moderation  appear, 
and  (hewn  their  lenity,  by  laying  the  mildeft 
cenfure  your  offence  was  capable  of ;  I  am  order- 
ed to  reprimand  you,  and  do  reprimand  you  ac- 
cordingly. 

SIR, 

I  Return  you  my  thanks  for  what  you  have  done  sir  miiiam 
by  the  duty  of  your  office,  in  fo   candid  and  ^'J^f^.^'"'' 
Centlcman-like  a  manner:    As  I   am  a  member 
of  this  houfe,  I  very  well  know  I  muft  acquiefce 
in  the  determination  of  this  houfe. 

Y  A.  But 
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But  I  am  not  confcious  of  any  indignity  to  his 
Majefty,  or  any  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this 
houfe  ;  and  therefore  I  have  no  thanks  to  give 
thofe  Gentlemen,  who,  under  pretence  of  lenity, 
have  brought  this  cenfure  upon  me. 

On  the  9th  of  Aprils  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe,  purfuant  to  their  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty  for  that  purpofe,  all  the  powers,  in- 
ftru6tions,  memorials,  letters,  and  papers,  relating  to 
the  late  negociation  of  peace  and  commerce,  and  to 
the  ceffation  of  arms,  which  he  delivered  in  at  the 
table  in  twelve  volumes,  bound  up  and  numbered, 
and  three  other  fmall  books.  He  took  this  occafion 
to  tell  the  houfe,  '  That  nothing  had  been  omitted 
''  that  might  either  anfwer  the  defire  they  had  ex- 

*  preiTed  of  being  thoroughly  informed  of  what  had 
'  pafrf::d  in  thofe  important  negociations  ;  or  fatisfy 

*  the  whole  world,  the  prefent  Miniftry  adled 
'"  with  the  utmofl  fairnefs  and  candour,  and  defign- 
^  ed  to  take  no  manner  ot  advantage  over  the  late 
^  managers,  in  the  intended  inquiries  \  that,  indeed, 

*  the  papers  now  laid   before  the  houfe  were  only 

*  copies,  but  that  the  originals  would  be  produced 
'  it  occafion  required  :    Concluding,  that  thofe  pa- 

*  pers  being  too  many,  and  too  voluminous  to  be 
•^  peruled  and  examined  by  all  the  members  of  the 
'  houfe,  he  thought  it  more  convenient,  and  there- 

*  fore  moved,  that  the  faid  books  and  papers  be 
^  referred  to  a  felcct  Committee  of  twenty  perfons, 

*  who  fliould  digefb  the  fubftance  of  them  under 

*  proper  heads,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their  ob- 
^  fervations  on  them  to  the  houfe.'  No  body 
oppofed  Mr.  Stanhope^s,  motion  :  Mr.  Hungerford 
only,  excepted  againlt  the  number  o^  twenty y  and 
moved  that  one  more  might  be  added  ♦,  which  being 
readily  agreed  to,  it  was  refolved,  I/?,  That  the 
books  and  papers  before- mentioned  be  referred  to  a 

Committee, 
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Committee.  IL/Zy,  That  the  faid  Committee  be  a 
Committee  of  Secrecy.  II  y/)',  That  the  num- 
ber of  the  faid  Committee  be  one  and  twenty.  IVthly^ 
That  the  faid  Committee  be  chofen  by  way  of  bal- 
loting. Ythly^  That  the  members  of  the  houfe 
Hiould  on  the  Monday  following,  at  twelve  of  the 
clock,  prepare  lifts  to  be  put  into  glafles  of  one  and 
twenty  perfons  names  to  be  the  faid  Committee: 
And  ordered,  that  the  faid  books  do  remain  with 
the  clerk  of  this  houfe,  fealed  as  they  were  then, 
until  the  faid  Committee  were  chofen. 

On  Monday  the  nth  of  Aprils  the  members  in 
W eft minfter 'Hall  and  court  of  requefts  having  been 
fummoned,  by  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  to  attend  the 
fervice  of  the  houfe,  the  clerk  and  clerk  afTiftant 
went  on  each  fide  of  the  houfe  with  glafles,  to  re- 
ceive from  the  members  the  lifts  of  perfons  names 
to  be  the  Committee  of  fecrecy%  and  the  fame  being 
received,  and  brought  up  to  the  table,  a  Committee 
was  appointed  and  ordered  to  withdraw  immediate- 
ly into  the  Speaker^s  chamber  ;  and  that  they  fhould 
report  to  the  houfe,  upon  which  one  and  twenty 
perfons  the  majority  fell.  Two  days  after,  Mr.  Bk-- 
den  reported  from  that  Committee,  that  the  majo- 
rity had  fallen  upon  the  one  and  twenty  perfons 
following,  viz.  ^ 


Sir  Richard  Onflow^  Bar.  Thomas  Vernon^  Efq;  of  ^"^^  ^f  tJic 

Robert  Walpole^  Efq-,  Worcefterfloire.               /J^^l''"'  ""^ 

Spencer  Cowper^  Efq;  Algernoon  Earl  of  Hert- 

James  Stanhope^  Efq;  ford. 

Hugh  Bofcawcn^  Efq;  Edward  Worthy  Mont  a- 

William  Pultney^  Efq;  gue^  Efq; 

Nicholas  Lechmere^  Efq;  Sir    Edward    Dairy mplc^ 

Daniel  Lord  Finch^  Bart. 

John  Aijlahyy  Efq;  George  Baillie^  Efq; 

Sir 
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Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Alexander  Benton^  Efq; 

fthomas  Earl^  Efq;  Thomas  Pitt^  Sen.  Efq; 

Richard  Hampden^  Efq;    Thomas  Lord  Coningsby, 
Sir  Robert  Marjham^  Bar. 

The  Committee  met  that  evening,  and  chofe 
Robert  Walple^  Efq;  for  their  Chairman,  and  for 
difpatch  fake,  fubdivided  themfelves  into  three  Com- 
mittees, to  each  of  which  a  certain  number  of  books 
and  papers  were  allotted. 

On  the  13th  of  A%,  Mr.  Lowndes  prefented  to 
the  houfe  an  abftrad  of  the  produce  of  the  revenue 
of  his  royal  Highnefs  James  Duke  of  Tork^  for  the 
year  1678.  But  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  reported, 
that  upon  their  addrefs  of  the  day  before,  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  given  directions  to  the  feveral  Officers  to 
inquire  after  the  eftablifhment  for  his  royal  High- 
nefs Prince  Heytry^  eldeft  fon  of  King  James  the 
firfl:,  or  any  fubfequent  eftablifhment  for  any  Prince 
cf  Wales  \  but  that  none  other  could  be  found,  but 
an  old  book  intitled.  Anno  nono  Regis  Jacobi, 
A  book  of  diet^  wages ^  &c.  of  the  Prince's-  houfe : 
Which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Then  the 
houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  grand  Committee,  to 
confider  farther  of  the  fupply  •,  and  after  fome  time 
ipent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Farrer  reported  from  the  faid  Committee,  that 
they  found  it  necefTary,  that  the  feveral  accounts, 
and  other  papers  relating  to  the  matter  of  the  civil 
lift,  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  houfe,  fhould 
be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee  :  Which  was  or- 
dered accordingly ;  -and  then  the  houfe  refolved  it 
felf  again  into  the  faid  Committee.  After  the  read- 
ing of  fome  of  the  papers  that  lay  before  them,  the 
courtiers  offered  the  following  queftion,  viz.  That  it 
appears  to  this  Committee  that  the  fum  of  700,000!. 
per  annum  zvas  fettled  upon  his  late  Majefty  King 
William,  during  his  life,  for  thefupport  ofhisMajeflfs 

houfholdy 
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houpoldy  and  other  his  necejfary  occafions^  and  at  the  time 
of  his  Majeftfs  demife^  {after  the  dedu^ion  of  3700 1. 
per  week  that  was  applied  to  the  public  ufes)  was  the 
produce  of  the  civil  lift  revenues  that  were  continued 
and  fettled  upon  her  late  Majefty  ^een  Anne,  during 
her  life :  Which  queflion  occafioned  a  warm  and 
long  debate.  They  who  propofed  it  had  two  things 
principally  in  view  ;  firft  to  vindicate  the  prefent 
Minifiry  from  the  afperfion  caft  upon  them,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  Ipread  about,  by  the  emiflaries  of  the 
late  managers^  that  the  Whigs  defigned  to  give  the 
King  a  larger  revenue  than  his  Majefty's  predeceflbrs 
had  enjoyed ;  and  in  the  fecond  place  to  make  good 
the  branches  of  the  revenue  afTigned  for  the  fupport 
of  the  civil  lift,  which  had  been  alienated  or  abridg- 
ed, fo  that  the  whole  neat  produce  might  amount 
to  the  fum  of  700,000/.  per  annum.  The  leading 
men  among  the  Tories  being  fenfible  of  the  firft  ; 
and  at  leaft  pretending  to  be  ignorant  of  the  confe- 
quQncQ  of  this  preliminary  queft ion y  infifted  a  long 
while,  '  That  it  was  enfnaring,  that  what  had  been 

*  done  by  former  Parliaments  ought  not  to  be  a  rule 
'  for  the  fubfequent ;  that  fuppofing  the  Parliament 

*  had  given  King  PVtlliam  a  revenue  of  700,000/. 

*  per  annum,  for  the  civil  lift,  that  they  ought  to 
'  confider  that  he  was  to  pay  out  of  it  50,000/.  per 
<  annum,  to  the  late  Queen,  then  Princefs  oi  Ben- 
'  mark,   1 5  or  20,000  /.  per  annum  for  the  late  Duke, 

*  of  Glouce/ier,  and  40,000  /.  for  the  dowry -of  King 
^  James's  Queen :  That  after  the  late  Queen's  accef- 
'  fion  to  the  throne,  the  Parliament  taking  notice 
'  that  the  produce  of  the  civil  lift  revenues  exceed- 

*  ed  what  they  had  been  given  for,    the  fum  of 

*  3700/.  per  week    (that  is  192,400/.  per  annum) 

*  was  taken  out  of  them,  and  applied  to  other  ufes ; 

*  notwithftanding  which  deduction,  the  late  Queen 

*  had  honourably  maintained  her  family,   and  fup- 

*  ported  the  dignity  of  the  crown.     However,   if 

*  the 
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«  the  prefent  revenue  of  the  civil  Jifl,  were  not  fuf- 

*  ficient,  they  were  ready  to  confent  to  an  addition.' 
The  courtiers  anfwered.  That  the  queftion  before  them 
was  founded  upon  fa5is^  which ^  if  denied ^  they  were 
ready  to  prove  by  the  records  of  the  houfe :  But  Sir 
William  Wyndham  urging  that  the  queftion  was  en- 
iharing,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  anfwered,  '  That 
'  he  would  be  very  plain  with  them,  and  own,  that 

*  as  it  was  notorious  that  great  endeavours  had  been 
*•  ufed  to  alienate  the  affedlions  of  the  people  from 
'  the  King  and  his  government,  by  faife  fuggeftions, 
'  that  they  defigned  to  plunge  the  nation  into  ex- 
'  traordinary  expences,  they  thought  it  highly  ne- 
'  ceffary  to  clear  his  Majefty  and  his   Minifters 

*  from  that  malicious  afperfion.'  To  this  the  Lord 
Guernfey  replied,  That  the  difaffeBion  of  the  people^  if 
any^  did  not  proceed  from  his  Majefty^  hut  from  the 
hardfhips  his  Minijiers  put  upon  the  Tory  parly  :  To 
wliich  it  was  returned,  '  That  as  foon  as  it  lliould 

*  be  made  known  to  the  world,  how  the  late  Mi- 
"  niftry  had  ufld  not  only  the  JVhigs^  but  the  whole 
•^  nation,  nothing  that  could  be  done  againft  them, 

*  would  be  then  thought  a  hardfhip  ;  but  however, 

*  that  neither  that  noble  member,  nor  any  of  his 
''  family,  had  reafon  to  complain  of  hardfhips.' 
After  fome  other  fpeeches  which  prolonged  the  de- 
bate from  two  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  Tories 
endeavoured  to  drop  the  queftion,  by  moving  that 
the  Speaker  ftiould  refume  the  chair:  But  the  que- 
ftion being  put  upon  this  queftion,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative  by  a  majority  of  244.  voices  againft  148. 
Atter  which  the  firft  queftion  was  put,  and  carried 
m  the  affirmative  by  about  the  fame  majority. 
Then  the  vidtorious  party  moved,  '  That  to  enabl© 

*  his  Majefty  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  crown, 
"  and  to  make  an  honourable  provifion  for  the  royal 

*  family,  there  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  during  his 
^  life,  (which  God  long  preferve)  an  additional  rc- 

*  venue 
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*  venue,  which,  together  with  the  neat  produce  of 
'  the  civil  lift  branches,  may  make  up  the  clear  year- 

*  ly  fum  of  feven  hundred  thouland  pounds  for  the 
'  fervice  of  his  Majefty's  houfhold  and  family,  and 
'  for  other  his  necefiary  expences  and  occafions.' 
The  queftion  being  put  upon  this  motion,  occafion- 
ed  another  great  debate.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer^  Mr. 
Bromley^  Sir  William  JVyndham,  Mr.  defar^  Mr. 
Hungerford^  and  fome  other  leading  members  among 
thz  Tories^  who,  on  this occafion  were  ftrengthened 
and  backed  by  fome  eminent  Whigs^  did  not  atfirft 
diredly  oppofe  the  queftion,  but  infinuated,  that  be- 
fore they  came  to  that  refolution,  it  would  be  pro- 
per that  a  particular  account  of  the  King's  expences 
Jhould  be  laid  before  the  houfe.  Mr.  Walpole^ 
Mr.  Sta7ihope^  Mr.  Lechmere^  and  fome  other  cour- 
tiers, who,  on  this  occafion,  were  joined  by  fome 
of  the  oppojite  party ^  having  exploded  thatpropofal, 
as  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  King's  honour, 
to  have  all  the  private  expencesof  his  family  and 
houfhold  looked  into,  as  if  he  had  need  of  a  guar- 
dian :  The  Tories  then  moved  that  the  fum  of 
600,000  /.  per  annum  be  given  to  his  Majefty,  and 
10O5OOO  /.  per  annum  fettled  on  the  Prince  oH Wales, 
The  court  perceiving  the  propofal  of  giving  the 
Prince  of  Wales  z  feparate  revenue,  was  only  a  de- 
fign  to  divide  the  royal  family,  by  leflening  the 
dependance  of  the  next  heir  apparent  on  his  Ma- 
jefty, oppofed  it  with  great  warmth,  and  the  que- 
ftion being  put  upon  that  motion,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative  by  a  great  majority.  The  Tories  hav- 
ing loft  thefe  two  points,  fome  of  that  party  more 
Openly  oppofed  the  main  queftion  :  Among  the  reft, 
Sir  William  Wyndhara  faid.  He  had  the  honour  to 
ferve  her  late  Majefty^  and  had  the  opportunity  to  look 
both  into  her  revenue  and  expences y  and  he  could  ajjure 
the  houfe y  that  about  c^oo^ooo  I.  iptvdxinum  were  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  fupport  of  her  family  and' civil  lift : 

Though 
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Hhough  Jhereferved about  50,000 1.  per  annum /^r  the 
late  King  James'j  confort.  The  courtiers  were  glad 
of  this  laft  confeflion  -,  and  Mr.  Stanhope  defired  the 
Committee  to  take  notice  what  that  Gentleman  had 
advanced,  becaufe  it  would  ferve  to  confirm  Ibme 
matters  which  the  Committee  of  fecrecy  had  found 
in  the  papers  that  were  laid  before  them.  A  Whig 
member,  who  at  this  time  fpoke  on  the  Tory  fide, 
made  fome  reflexions  on  the  prefent  unthrifty  ad- 
miniftration  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  -,  and  in  parti- 
cular took  notice  of  the  falaries  of  the  Judges  being 
advanced,  not^hidhe^forfervicesdone^  but  expe^- 
ed.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  queftion  being  put 
upon  the  motion  before-mentioned  (about  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening)  the  fame  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  without  dividing. 

On  the  9th  o^June^  Mr.  JValpole^  from  the  Cojn- 
mi  t  tee  of  fecrecy^  acquainted  the  houfe,  '  That  he  had 
'  a  report  to  prefent  (according  to  their  order)  but 

*  that  he  had  the  commands  of  the  Committee  to 

*  make  a  motion  to  the  houfe  before  he  read  the 

*  report ;  that  there  are  in  the  report  matters  of  the 

*  higheft    importance  ;    that   although  the  Com- 

*  mittee  had  power  to  fend  for  perfons,  papers, 
'  and   records,  they  did  not  think  fit  to  make  ufe 

*  thereof,  believing  it  to  be  neceflary,  in  order  to 

*  bring    offenders    to  juflice,    that    fome    perfons 

*  fhould  be  fecured  before  it  is  pofTible  they  fhould 

*  know  what  they  are  to  be  exam^ined  to,  and  left 

*  they  fhould  have  notice  from  what  fhould  be  read 
'  in  the  report,  to  make    their   efcape :  He  was 

*  commanded   by  the  Committee  (according  to  the 

*  former  precedents)  to  move,  that  a  warrant  may 
^  be  iiTued  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  apprehend  feveral  per- 
'  fons  who  fhall  be  named  to  him  by  the   Chair- 

*  man  of  the  faid  Committee  ;  and  that  no  mem- 

*  bers  may  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  houfe.' 
Hereupon   it  was  ordered,  firfty  '  That  the  lobby 

*  be 
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*  be  cleared  of  all  ftrangers,  and  the  back-doors  of 

*  the  Speaker's  chamber  locked  up,  and  the  key 
'  brought   and  laid  upon  the  table  j  and  that   the 

*  Serjeant  do  Hand  at  the  door  of  the  houfe,  and 
'  fuffer  no  member  to  go  forth.  Secondly^  That 
'  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  his  warrant  to  the  Serjeant  at 
'  arms  attending  this  houfe,  to  take  into  his   cu- 

*  ftody  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  be  named  to  Mr.  Speaker 
'  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  fecrecy,  ia 
'  order  to   their   being  examined  before  the   faid 

*  Committee.' 

Hereupon  Mr.  Speaker  iflued  out  his  warrants  to  upon  the 
the  Serjeant  at  arms,  to  take  into  his  cuftody  feveral  re^'chaL 
perfons  that   were  named  to  him  by  Mr. /F^/^^/^,  i^^nofthe 
particularly  Mr.  Matthew  Prior,  and  Mr.  Thomas  U^TttL^j;";' 
Harley,  the  firft  of  whom  was  immediately  appre-  f-^"^^  ^""^ 
hended,  and  the  other  fome  hours  after.  prehend^fT 

This  done,  Mr.  Walpole  acquainted  the  houfe,  ^^f  ^^''' 

*  That   the  Committee    of  fecrecy  has  perufed   the  '^"'* 
'  books  and  papers  referred  to  them,  and  had  agreed 

*  upon  a  report,  which  they  had  commanded  him 

*  to  make :  That   it  was  contained  in  two  books, 

*  one  of  which  was  the  report,  and  the  other  was 

*  by  way  of  appendix  to  it,  and  contained  at  large 

*  thofe  letters  and  papers  which  were  referred  to  in 

*  the  report.'  And  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  The  report 
and  afterwards  delivered  the  fame  in  at  the  table,  ^iJeeof""' 
together  with  the  appendix,  and  the  books  which  fecrecy  read, 
were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee.     The  reading 

of  the  faid  report  having  lafled  about  live  hours, 
viz.  from  one  till  about  fix  in  the  afternoon,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  the  friends  of  the  late  minijlry  o.nd. 
the  queftion  put,  that  the  further  confideration  of 
the  report  be  adjourned  till  the  next  m.orning,  but 
the  fame  being  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  282  votes,  to  171  •,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
7'eport  be  now  read :  And  the  clerk  of  the  houfe 
having  read  part  of  it,  till  half  an  hour  pad  eight, 

the 
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the  further  conllderation  of  it  was  adjourned  till  the 
next  morning ;    as    was  the   call  of  the  houfe  to 
Monday  feven-night,  the  20th  of  June, 
Debate  a-         On  iT/W^_y  the  loth  o^June^  the  Commons  re- 
j^Dumfng  the  ^^^^^^   ^^e   adjoumed  confideration  of  the  report 
cjnfideration  from  thc  Committee  of  fecrecy,  and  the  reft  of  the 
^rt!^  '^"    report    being  read,    (which  lafled*  till  about   four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon)  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  mov- 
ed, that  the  confideration  of  the  faid  report,  be  ad- 
journed until  Monday  next  following  feven-night ; 
and  was  feconded  by  the  leading  men  among  the 
*Tories^  who   moved  alfo,   that  the  faid  report  be 
printed,  to  be  perufed  by  all  the  members  of  the 
houfe.     Hereupon  Mr.  Robert  Walpok  faid,  '  He 

*  could  not  but  wonder,  that  thofe  Gentlemen,  who 

*  had  fhewed  fo  great  impatience  to  have  the  re- 

*  port  laid  before  the  houfe,  fhould  now  prefs  for 
'  adjourning  of  the  confideration  of  it.  That  as  for 
'  the   Committee  of  fecrecy^   as  they  had  not  yet 

*  gone  through  all  the  branches  of  their  inquiry^ 

*  they  could  have  wiflied  feme  longer  time  had 

*  been  allowed  them  to  perufe  and  digeft  feveral- 
'  important  papers.     That  in  order  to  that,  they 

*  would  have  deferred  three  weeks  or  a    month, 

*  laying  their  report  before  the  houfe,  but  that  fome 

*  Gentlemen  having  reflefted  on  the  pretended 
'  flownefs  of  thc  Committee,  fmce  the  faid  report 
'  was  now  before  rhem,  they  mull  even  go  through 
'  with  it.'     General  Stanhope  added^    '  That  for  his 

*  own  part,   he  v/ould  readily  agree  to  give  thofe 

*  Gentlemen  all  the  time  they  could  defire  to  con- 
'  fider  of  the  retort ;  but  that  fince  they  themfelves 
'  had  precipitated  this  affair,  he  was  of  opinion 
'  they  ought  to  profecute  it  with  vigour,  left  by  ftop- 
'  ping  on  a  fudden,  they  lliould  fortify  the  notion, 

*  which  the  friends  of  the  late  Miniftry  had,  with 

*  great   induftry,   propagated  among   the   people, 

*  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  fecreey  would 

vanijh 
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*  vanijh  into  [moke :  The  rather,  becaufe  thefe  ma- 

*  licious  infinuations  had  raifed  the  fpirits  and  in- 

*  folence  of  the  difafFeded,  and  were  the  principal 
«  caufe   of  the  prefent  ferment  among  the  giddy 

*  multitude.  That  he  agreed  with  the  member 
«  who  had  moved  for  the  printing  of  the  report, 

*  that  not  only  the  houfe,  but  the  whole  world 
'  might  be  convinced  of  the  fairnefs  and  impartiality 

*  of  their  proceedings :  But  that  the  crimes  of  fome 

*  perfons  named  in  the  report  were  fo  obvious  to 
'  every  body,  that  they  ought,  in  his  opinion,  im- 

*  mediate' y  proceed  to  the  impeaching  of  them.' 
The  'Tories  ftill  endeavoured  to  put  off  the  evil  day^ 
and  fome  propofed  the  adjourning  of  the  debate 
till  that  day  feven-night  •,  and  others  would  have 
been  contented  to  deter  it  for  three  days  only,  viz, 
to  the  Monday  following :  But  the  court  were 
ftaunch  and  refolute  againft  all  delays ;  and  the  que- 
ftion  being  put  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
on  the  motion  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer^  was 
carried  in  the  negative  by  280  voices  againll  160. 
This  point  being  gained,  Mr.  Walpole  faid,  '  He 
'  made  no  queftion,  that,  after  the  report  had  been 
'  twice  read,  the  whole  houfe  was  fully  convinced, 

*  that  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Bolinghroke  was  guilty 

*  of  bigh'ireafon^  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifde- 

*  meanors.     That  therefore  he  impeached  him  of  The  Lord 

*  thofe  crimes  :  But  if  any  member  had  any  thing  itp^lS' 

*  to  fay  in   his  behalf,    he  doubted   not  but  theof%ii-trea= 
'  houfe  was  ready  to  hear  him.'     Hereupon,  the  ^^' 
Tories   looked  one  another  in  the  face ;    and  there 

was,  for  fome  minutes,  a  deep  filence  in  the  houfe. 
Mr.  Hungerford  broke  it  with  laying,  *  That  in  his 

*  opinion,  nothing  was  mentioned  in  the  report  in 
'  relation  to  the  Lord  Bolinghroke^  that  amounted 
'  to  high-treafon.'     And  General  Rofs  faid^  *  He 

*  wondered  no  body  fpoke  in  favour  of  my  Lord 

*  Bolinghroke:  That,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  no- 
<  thing  to  fay  at  prefent ;  but  refsrved  to  himfelf 

Vol.  VI.  Z  *  to 
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^  to  fpeak  in  a  proper  time.'  The  refolution  for 
impeaching  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Bolingbroke  of  high 
ireafoUy  and  other  high  crimes  and  mi/demeanors,  be- 
ing pafled,  and  candies  brought  in,  according  to 
order,  the  Lord  Conwgsby  ftood  up,  and  faid, 
'  The  worthy  Chairman  of  the  Committee  has  im- 

*  peached  the  hand,  but  I  do  impeach  the  head:  He 

*  has  impeached  the  Clerk,  and  I  the  Juftice :  He 

*  has  impeached  the  Scholar,  and  I  the  Mafter.'  So 
impeached  Robert,  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortu 
mer,  of  high-treafon,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mif- 
demeanors.  Hereupon,  Mr.  Auditor  Harley  made 
a  long  pathetic  fpeech  -,  wherein  he  endeavoured  to 
juftify  his  brother,  '  as  having  done  nothing  but  by 
'  the  immediate  commands  of  the  late  Queen  ; 
'  urging,  that  the  peace  was  a  good  one ;  and  ap- 

*  proved  as  fuch  by  two  Parliaments;  and   fuch 

*  threadbare  topics :  concluding,  that  the  fadtsmen- 
'  tioned  in  the  report,  and  which  were  charged  on 

*  the  Earl,  could  not  be  conftrued  to  amount  to 

*  high-treafon,  but  only  in  ftridt  rigour,  to  mifdemea- 

*  nors.^  He  was  backed  by  Mr.  Auditor  Foley, 
the  Earl's  brother-in-law,  who  complained  of  the 
hardlhip  put  upon  that  nobleman,  in  charging  him 
with  high-treafon,  before  they  had  examined  the  re- 
port :  But  what  was  yet  more  favourable  for  the 
Earl,  was  fpoke  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  one  of  the 
Committee  of  fecrecy,  who  faid,  *  That  as  to  the 
'  Lord  Bolingbroke,  they  had  more  than  fufficient 

*  evidence  to  convid  him  of  high-treafon,  upon 

*  the  ftatute  25  Edw.  III.  But  that  as  to  the  Earl  of 

*  Oxford,  he  doubted  whether  they  had  either  fuf- 

*  ficient  matter,  or  evidence  to  impeach   him  of 

*  treafon.'  But  another  honourable  member  of  the 
Committee  of  fecrecy  having  aflured  the  houfe,  *  That 

*  befidcs  what  had  appeared  before  them,  and  was 

*  mentioned  in  the  report,  they  had  other  evidence, 

*  viva  voce.*    It  was  likewife  refolved  without  di- 

viding. 
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viding,  that  this  houfe  will  impeach  Robert  Earl  of  TheEarJof 
Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  of  higb-treafon^  and  other  ^eSf^'S" 
hi^  crimes  and  mi/demeanors  \  and  ordered^    '  That  high-treason, 

<  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  fecrecy,  to  draw 

*  up  articles  of  impeachment  and  prepare  evidence 

<  againft  Henr^  Vifcount  Bolingbroke^  and  Robert 

<  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer.*  After  this, 
it  was  ordered  likewife,  that  the  further  confideration 
of  the  faid  report  be  adjourned  to  that  day  feven- 
night ;  and  that  the  faid  report^  with  the  appendix^ 
be  printed. 

The  next  morning  the  Earl  o^  Oxford  went  to  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  and  at  firft  appeared  pretty  ferene 
and  unconcerned :  But  finding  that  mod  members 
avoided  fitting  near  him ;  and  that  even  the  Earl 
Powlet  was  fhy  of  exchanging  a  few  words  with 
him,  he  was  dafhed  out  of  countenance,  and  retired  .^ 

out  of  the  houfe. 

The  fame  day,  the  Commons  ordered^  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  fend  a  printed  copy  of  the  re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  fecrecy  to  the  She^ 
riff  of  every  county,  and  to  the  returning  officer 
of  every  city  and  borough  fending  members  to  Par- 
liament. 

On  Wednefday  the  15th  of  June^  Mr.  Walpole^ 
from  the  Committee  of  fecrecy,  acquainted  the 
houfe,  '  That  he  was  direded  by  the  Committee  to 
'  move  the  houfe,  that  the  perfons  taken  into  cufto- 

*  dy  (purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  houfe  of  the  9th 

*  inftant)  might  be  examined  in  the  mod  folemri 

*  manner,  according  to  former  precedents.*  Upon 
which  it  was  ordered^  That  fuch  members  of  the 
Committee  of  fecrecy  who  are  Juftices  of  the  peace 

for  the  county  of  Middlefex  fhould  examine  Matthew  Orderforex- 
Prior,  Eiq;  and  Thomas  Harky,  Eiq;  at  the  Ikid  ^^'' 
Committee,  touching  matters  contained  in  the  feve-  Mr.  Hariey^ 
ral  books  and  papers  referred  to  them. 

Z  2  Two 
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Two  days  after,  Mr.  Walpole  acquainted  the 
houfe,  '  That  Cpurfuant  to  their  order)  Matthew 
'   Prior ^  Efq;  had  been  the  day  before  examined 

*  before  the  Committee  of  fecrecy,  and  during  a 

*  long  examination,  there  appeared  matters  of  fuch 
'  importance,  that  the  Committee  had  dircdled  him 

^d*  ^J!'\  '  ^°  move  the  houfe,  that  he  might  be  confined  in 
wnfinedln^  *  clofc  cuftody,  and  no  perfon  permitted  to  come  to 
ciofecuftody.  <  \^\^;  Upon  which  it  was  ordered^  That  Mat- 
thew Prior,  Efq\  (now  in  cufwdy  of  the  Serjeant  at 
arms)  be  confined  in  clofe  cuftody ^  and  no  perfon  per- 
mitted to  come  to  bim  without  leave  from  Mr, 
Speaker* 

The  fame  day  that  order  was  made,  printed  co- 
pies of  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  fecrecy  were 
delivered  to  the  members  of  both  houfes  :  Upon 
which  Mr.  Bromley  moved  that  the  farther  con fidera- 
tion  of  the  faid  report  be  adjourned  till  Tuefday  the 
2 1  ft  o^June^  that  the  members  might  have  time  to 
perufc  the  faid  report :  Which  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

On  Tuefday  the  21ft  o^  June^  the  houfe  having, 
according  to  order,  confidered  further  of  the  report 
from  thQ  Committee  of  fecrecy^  Mr.  Secretary  Stan- 
hope  ftood  up  and  faid,    '  He  wifhed  he  were  not 

*  obliged  to  break  filence  on  that  occafion  -,  But  that 

*  as  a  member  of  the  fecret  Committee^  and  of  that 

*  great  alTembly,  which  ought   to  do  the  nation 
'  juftice,   he  thought  it  his  duty  to  impeach  James 

General  '  Dukc  of  Ormond  of  high'treafon,  and  other  high 
'^Thef  thT'  *  ^^^^^^  ^nd  mifdemeanors  •, '  and  was  feconded  by 
Duke  of  Or-  Mr  Bofcawen,  Comptroller  of  his  Majefty's  houlhold. 
Hereupon  Archibald  Hutchefon^  Efq;  one  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  trade,  made  a  long  fpeech  in  be- 
half of  the  Duke  of  Ormond^  wherein  he  fet  forth 

*  his  noble  birth  and  qualifications ;  and  the  great 

*  fervices  which  both  he  and  his  illuftrious  anceftors 

*  had  performed  to  the  crown  and  nation  ;'  urged, 

'  That 
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*  That  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  late  condu6l  he 

*  had  but  obeyed  the  late  ^eerfs  commands  •,* 
and  concluded,  '  That  if  all  that  was  alledged  a- 

*  gainfl  his  Grace  in  the  report  could  be  made  out, 
«  it  would  in  the  rigour  of  the  law,  amount  to 

*  no  more  than  high  mi/demeanors,*  This  fpeech 
made  a  great  impreffion  on  the  afTembly  j  and  Mr, 
Hutchefon  was  feconded  by  General  Lumley^  who  faid 
among  other  things,  *  That  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
'  had  on  all  occafions  given  fignal  proofs  both  of 
<  his  affedlion  and  love  for  his  country,  und  of  his 

*  perfonal  bravery  and  courage,  particularly  at  the 

*  battle  of  Landen^  where  was  wounded  and  taken 
«  prifoner  ;  and  that  the  late  King  Wiliiam  was  ex- 

*  tremely  fatisfied  with  his  Grace's  gallant  behaviour. 
'  That  his  Grace  had  generoufly  expended  the  bed 

*  part  of  his  eftate  in  the  wars,  living  in  a  moil 

*  noble  and  fplendid  manner,  for  the  honour  of  his 
'  country  \  that  therefore,  in  confideration  both  of 

*  his  great  fervices,  and  his  illudrious  relations,   if 

*  he  had  of  late  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  fail  in  any 

*  part  of  his  condu6t,  they  ought  not  to  proceed 
'  againft  him  with  theutmoll  rigour  of  the  law  ;  the 

*  rather  becaufe  he  ever  meant  well,  and  was  drawn 
'  into  ill  rp.eafures  by  crafty  Minifters.*  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyll^  fpoke  likewife  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond :  He  faid,  '  That  if  there  was  room  for  mer- 
'  cy,  he  hoped  it  would  be  fhewn  to  that  noble,  ge- 

*  nerous,    and  contagious   Peer,  who,    for  many 

*  years,  had  exerted  thofe  great  accomplifliments  for 

*  the  good  and  honour  of  his  country  ;  that,  if,  of 

*  late,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  deviate  from  his  for- 

*  mer  condudl,  the  blame  ought  not,  in  juftice  and 

*  equity  be  laid  to  him,  but  to  them  principally, 

*  who  abufing  his  affcdion,  loyalty,  and  zeal  for 

*  the  fervice  of  his  royal  miftrefs,  had  drawn  him 

*  into  pernicious  counfels  *,  that  therefore,  as  the  (la- 

*  tute  of  the  25th  Edw.  Ill,  on  which  the  charge 

*  Q^  higb-treafondig^m^  his  grace  was  to  be  ground-i 

Z  3  ^  ed, 
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*  ed,  had  been  mitigated  by  fubfequent  laws,  the 

*  houfe  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  take  advantage 

*  of  that  ad  againft  the  Duke,  but  only  impeach 

*  him  of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors.'  Sir  Jo^ 
feph  added,  (in  the  courfe  of  this  debate^  '  That 

*  fome  perfons  endeavoured  to  aggravate  the  Duke 
^  of  Ormond's  faults,  by  charging  upon   him  the 

*  riots  and.  tumults  which  the  populace  committed 

*  daily  in  many  places  5  but  that  he  durft  aver,  that 

*  his  Grace  did  no  ways  countenance  thofe  diforders ; 

*  and  if  the  difaffeded  made  ufe  of  his  name,  un- 

*  known  to  him,  his  Grace  ought  not  to  fuffer  for 

*  it.'  General  Rafs  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  Sir  Jofepb 
Jekyll's  opinion,  and  faid  all  he  could  in  his  com- 
mendation and  the  Duke's  defence.  Sir  JVilliam 
PFyndbatn,  Thomas  Onjlow^  Efqj  Mr.  Ward^  Mr. 
Hungerford,  and  fome  other  members  of  both  par- 
ties, fpoke  alfo  on  the  fame  fide :  But  Mr.  Lyddal 
(a  young  gentleman  of  bright  parts,  who  fpoke  this 
firft  time  with  great  deliberation  and  applaufe)  Mr. 
Hampden,  and  Mr.  Tbompfon,  Recorder  of  the  city 
of  London,  did  ftrongly  fupport  General  Stanhope's 
motion  5  anfwered  all  that  had  been  alledged  in  the 
Duke's  favour  ;  and,  among  other  things,  repre- 
fented,  '  That  he  ever  affeded  popularity  ;  that  he 

*  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  tumults  and  riots  of 

*  which  his  name  was  the  fignal ;  and  that  fmce  he 

*  did  not  publickly  difown  them  who  made  ufe  of 

*  his  name,  his  filence  was  a  tacit  approbation  of  their 
f  proceedings,  and  feemed  to  fummon  the  people  to 

*  a  general  infurredion.' 

Sir  Edward  Northey,  Attorney-general,  did  not 
difown,  but  that  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
fecrecy,  there  were  fome  matters  on  which  an  im- 
peachment of  high-treafon  might  be  grounded  a- 
gainft  the  Duke  of  Ormond ;  but  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  explain  himfelf  farther  on  that  occafion. 
Mr.  Lecbmere,  Sollicitor- General,  fpoke  plainer, 
3nd  mentioned  a  cafe  parallel  to  the  Duke's,  which 

had 
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had  been  adjudged  treafon.  By  this  time,  the  de- 
bate had  lafted  from  about  one  till  near  nine  in  the 
evening ;  and  a  motion  that  was  made  for  adjourn- 
ing being  waved,  candles  were  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  ;  which  being  done  accordingly,  the  debate  was 
prolonged  till  about  half  an  hour  paft  ten,  when  the 
queftion  was  put,  and  refolved  by  a  majority  of  234 
voices  againft  187,  '  That  this  houfe  will  impeach  TheDukeof 

*  James,  Duke  ofOrmond,  o^high-treafon,  and  other  pe'XdlT 

*  high  crime}  and  mif demeanors.^     After  which  it  was  high-trcafov, 
ordered,  '  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

'  fecrecy  to  draw  up  articles  of  irnpeachment,  and 

*  prepare  evidence  againft  James  Duke  of  Ormond ; 

*  and  that  the  further  confideration  of  the  faid  report 

*  be  adjourned  to  the  next  morning.' 

The  next  day,  the  Commons  refumed  the  confi- 
deration of  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  fecre- 
cy,  and  Mr.  ^i/labjy  Treafurer  of  the  navy,  who 
fpoke  firft,    '  Took  notice  of  the  general  concern 

*  that  had  appeared  the  day  before  in  the  houfe,  for 

*  the  noble  perfon  that   was  impeached  •,  becaufe 

*  they  were  perfuaded  'twas  rather  thro'  weahiefs 
'  than  malice  that  he  had  fwallowed  pernicious  coun- 

*  fels :  But  that  in  his  opinion,  few,  if  any,  would 

*  fpeak  in  favour  of  another  Lord,  whom  he  was 
^  to  impeach.  That  the  perfon  he  meant  was  'Thomas, 
'  Earl  of  Strafford,  one  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
«  Great-Britain,  at  the  congrefs  at  Utrecht  ;  whofe 
^  condud  had   been  vaftly  different  from  that  of 

*  his  colleague,  the  prefent  Bifhop  of  London.  That 
^  this  good  and  pious  Prelate  feemed  to  have  been 

'  put  at  the  head  of  that  ncgociation,  only  to  pal- 

*  liate  the  iniquity  of  it,  under  the  facrednefs  of  his 
^  charader  ;  but  was  little  more  than  a  cypher  in  the 

*  abfence  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford.  That  the  Bifhop 
'  not  being  in  the  fecret,  had  adted  with  referve  and 

*  caution,  and  would  do  nothing  without  the  Queen's 

*  fpecial  commands :  Whereas  the  Earl  of  .S/ri^^cri 

Z  4  *  noc 
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*  not  only  w^s  forward  to  venture  and  undertake  an^ 
.''  thing  (as  he  expreifes  hiai lelf  in  one  of  his  letters) 

*  to  be  the  tool  of  zfrenchijied  miniftry  ;  but  in  ma- 
'  ny  inftances  had  gone  beyond  his  inllrudlions,  and 

*  advifed  the  mod  pernicious  meafures.  That  ha- 
^  ving  impartially  weighed  the  different  condu6t  of 
'  thefe  two   Minifters,  he  was   glad  that  nothing 

*  could  be  charged  upon  the  Bifhop,  which  gave 

*  them  an  opportunity  to  convince  the  world,  that 
'  the  church  is  not  in   danger :    But   moved,  that 

*  Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford,  be  impeached  of  high 
'  cri?nes  and  mif demeanors,^  Mr  AiJIaby  afterwards 
enlarged  upon  this  charge,  which  he  reduced  10  three 
principal  heads,  viz.  '  Firjl^  The  Earl  o^Slrafford's 

advifing  ihQ  fatal  fufpenfwn  of  arms  :  Whic:)  was 
foon  after  attended  with  feveral  misfortunes  that 
befel  the  allies ;    and,  at  laft  reduced  them  to 
the  necefnty  of  fubmicting  to  the  terms  of  an  un- 
fafe,  difhonourable  peace.  Secondly^  Advifing  the 
feizing  o^ Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  order  to  diltrefs  the 
Allies,  and  favour  the  enemy.  And  Thirdly,  The 
infolence  and  contempt  with  which  he  had  treated 
the  mofb  ferene  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  their  Ge^ 
nerals  and  Minifters.'     Mr  Baillie^  2.  Scotch  menir 
ber,    having    feconded    Mr  Aijlakj,    Sir   V/xUiani 
JVyndham  endeavoured  to  juftify  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford as   to    the  firft    head,    by    faying,    that    the 
peace,  which  was  but  the  fequel  and  neceffary  conr 
fequence  of  iht  fufpenfion  of  arms,  had  been  approved 
as  fuch  by  two  fuccefiive  Parliaments,  and  declared 
advantageous,  fafe,    and  honourable.     Mr  Shippen, 
Mr  Ward  (the  Lawyer,)  and  Mr  Snell,  fpoke   alfo 
in  favour  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford-,   as  did  alfo  Mr 
Hungerford,  who,  among  other  thing*?,  faid,  '  That 
'  tho'  the  Bifhop  of  London  had  an  equal  fhare  with 

*  the  Earl  o^  Strafford  m  the  negociation  of  peace, 
'  he  was,  it  feems,  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  Clergy,* 
General  Rofs  having  likewife  faid  fomething  to  ex^ 

cufe 
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cufe  ihtfufpenfion  of  arms,  General  Cadoganm^^tv- 
ed  him  brifkly,  and  ihewed,  '  That  confidering 
'  the  fituation  of  both  armies,  the  Confederates 
<  loft  the  faireft  opportunity  they  ever  had  in  Flan- 
'  ders  to  deftroy  the  enemy's  army,  and  to  pene- 
«  trate  into  the  very  heart  of  France.  But  added, 
'  That  nothing  lefs  could  be  expeaed  from  a  Prin- 
«  cefs,  and  a  Miniftry,  who  had  entirely  delivered 

*  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  France:  Sir  James 
Camphel  fpoke  alfo  againft  the  Earl  of  5/r^/W  ; 
But  the  member  who  diftinguifhed  himfelfmoft  m 
this  debate  was  Sir  James  Dalrymple,  another  Scotch 
member,  who,  with  great  clearnefs  and  folidity, 
fummed  up  what  had  been  faid  on  both  fides  -,  and 
having  illuftrated  the  prefent  cafe  by  parallel  in- 
ftances  and  proper  obfervations,  (hewed  that,  both 

by  the  civil  gtndjlatute  laws,  the  Earl  of  5/rjjf^ri  ^he  Earl  of 
was,  at  leaft,  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  mi/demeanors,  ^f^' 
Hereupon,    about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  /.j^h  crimes 
queftion  was  put,  and  (by  a  majority  of  268  voices  a^-^- 
againft  100)  refolved,  that  this  houfe  wtll  tmveach 
Thomas  £^r/ 0/ Strafford  (?/ high  crimes  ^;?.:^  mifde- 
meanors ;  and  ordered,  Firft,   '  That  it  be  referred 
'  to  the  Committee  of  fecrecy  to  draw  up  articles 
«  of  impeachment,  and  prepare  evidence  againft 

*  the  faid  Earl.  And  Secondly,  That  the  further 
«  confideration  of  the  faid  report  be  adjourned  to 
'  that  day  feven- night :'  When  it  was  further  ad- 
journed for  a  week  longer. 

ON  thurfday  the  feventh  of  July,  Mr  Walpole, 
from  the  Cojnmittee  of  fecrecy,  acquainted  the 
houfe,  '  That  the  Committee  had,   in  obedience  to 

*  the  commands  of  the  houfe,  prepared  articles  of 
<  impeachment  for  high  treafon  and  other  high  crimes 

*  and  mifdemeanors,  againft  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford, 

*  and  Earl  Mortimer  ;    and    that   the  Committee 

*  had  commanded  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ac- 
?  quaint  the  houfe,  that  they  (hould,  in  a  ftiorttime, 

*  have 
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«  have  further  articles  to  lay  before  the  houfe  a- 

*  gainfl  the  faid  Earl ;  and  that  the  Committee  had 
Articles  of  «  dircdcd  him  to  report  the  articles  (already  pre- 
l^eS'agamft  *  paredj  to  the  houfe  :'  And  he  read  them  in  his 
the  Earl  of  pjacc,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  fame  in  at  the 
Wbreihf"^  table,  where  they  were  once  read. 

Commons. 

After  this  it  was  moved  by  a  member,  that  the 
further  confideration  of  the  faid  articles  be  adjourn- 
ed to  that  day  feven-night ;  but  it  was  carried  with- 
out dividing,  and  ordered,  that  the  faid  report  be 
read  a  fccond  time  the  next  day.  Accordingly, 
on  the  8ch  of  July,  the  firft  ten  of  the  articles  oftm- 
feachment  againft  Robert^  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl 
Mortimer^  were  read  a  fecond  time  ;  upon  which 
there  was  a  long  debate  from  two  till  eight  in  the 
evening,  when  they  were  agreed  to,  with  amend- 
ments to  fome  of  them,  by  a  majority  of  280  voices, 
againft  125. 
Debateabout  Then  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion 
^hem.  put,  that  the  further  confideration  of  the  faid  report 
be  adjourned  till  the  next  morning,  the  fame  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  247  votes  againft  139. 
Hereupon  the  eleventh  article  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  amended  by  the  houfe  ;  and,  after  candles 
had  been  brought  in,  there  arofe  a  great  debate, 
upon  the  queftion.  Whether  the  faid  article  v/2is  high 
ireafon?  Sir  Robert  Raymond^  formerly  Sollicitor- 
General,  IVilliam  Bro?nley^  Efq-,  Sir  JVilliam  fVynd- 
ham,  the  Auditors  Harley  and  Foley,  Mr  Ward^ 
and  Mr  Hunger  ford  (who  had  already  fpoke  in  fa- 
vour-of  the  Earl  o^  Oxford)  maintained  the  nega- 
tive :  And  v/ere  ftrongly  fupported  by  Sir  Jofepb 
Jekyll,  one  of  the  Committee  of  fecrecy.  The 
latter  faid,  among  other  things,  *  That  it  was  ever 

*  his  principle  to  do  juftice  to  every  body,  from 

*  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  being  perfuaded,  that 

*  it  was  the  duty  of  an  honeft  man  never  to  ad  by 

*  a  fpirie  of  party.     That  he  hoped  he  might  pre- 

'  tend 
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*  tend  to  have  fome  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the 

*  kingdom;    and  as,  in  the  Committee  of  fecrecy^ 

*  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  differ  from  his  col- 

*  leagues,  he  would  not  fcruple  to  declare  now  to 

*  the  whole  houfe,  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  charge 

*  in  queftion  did  not  amount  10  high-treafon,'  Moft 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  fecrecy  were  of- 
fended at  this  fpeech,  which  both  revealed  and  cen^ 
fured  their  proceedings :  And  thereupon  Mr  Wal^ 
;pole  anfwered,  with  Tome  warmth,  '  That  there 
'  were  both  in  and  out  of  the  Committee  of  fecrecy 

*  feveral  perfons,  who  did  not,  in  the  lead,  yield 

*  to  the  member  that  fpoke  laft,  in  point  of  bonefly  ; 
«  and  who,  without  derogating  from  his  merit,  were 

*  fuperior  to  him  in  the  knowledge  of  the  laws ;  but 
'  who,  at  the  fame   time,  were  fatisfied  that  the 

*  charge  fpecified  in  the  eleventh  article  amounted 

*  to  treafon.'  Mr  PFalpole  was  backed  by  General 
Stanhope^  the  Lord  Comngsby^  General  Cadogan^  Mr 
Bofcawen^  and  Mr  Aiflaby  \  and  the  eleventh  article 
being  amended,  the  fame  was  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe,  by  a  majority  of  247  votes  againft  127.  Ic 
is  obfervable,  that  Mr  Auditor  Hurley  endeavoured 
to  juftify  his  brother ;  Firfi^  By  urging  that  he  ever 
adled  by  the  late  Queen's  pofitivc  commands  ;  to 
prove  which  he  offered  to  produce  two  letters  from 
her  Majefty  ;  and  idly^  The  neceffity  of  making  a 
peace.  Having,  upon  this  occafion,  advanced, 
that  the  Butch  prolonged  the  war,  and  that  their  de- 
puties in  the  army  had  often  prevented  the  giving 
the  enemy  a  deciffve  blow.  General  Cadogan  an- 
fwered him  very  fmartly  *,  fhewed  that  the  Dutch 
were  more  concerned  than  any  Prince  or  State  in  the 
grand  alliance,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  •,  and  under- 
took to  prove,  that  there  had  not  been  any  cam- 
paign in  Flanders^  except  that  in  which  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  commanded,  that  was  not  marked,  and 
famous  to  all  pofterity,  for  fome  fignal  and  glorious 

event, 
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event,  to  the  advantage  of  the  common  caufe.  Then 
the  reft  of  the  fixteen  articles  were  feverally  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  with  amendments  to  fomeofthem, 
agreed  unco  by  the  houfe,  who  ordered^  Firft,  nat 
the  /aid  articles  be  engrojfed.  Secondly,  That  a  claufe 
he  prepared^  faving  liberty  to  the  Commons  to  exhibit 
any  further  articles  againft  the  /aid  Robert  Earl'  of 
Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  •,  andjhat  he  may  be 
fequeftred  from  Parliament^  and  committed  to  fafe 
cuftody.  This  claufe  was,  according  to  order,  of- 
fered the  next  day,  to  the  houfe ;  and  being  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to,  was  ordered  to  be  engrofTed 
with  the  articles  of  impeachment.  Whilft  this  was 
doing,  the  Commons  ordered  Mr  Comptroller  to  go 
to  the  Lords  with  a  meflage,  to  defire  that  their 
Lordfhips  would  continue  fitting  fome  time  -,  with 
which  defire  their  Lordfhips  readily  complied. 
^'^^h^Jfe  Then  the  engrofled  articles  of  impeachment  againft 
o/com-      Robert^   Earl  of  Oxford  and   Earl    Mortimer^  were 

"^achinethe  ^^^^  '  ^^"^^^  which  It  was  ordcrcd,  Firft,  nat  the 
Earl  of  Ox-  Lord  Coningft)y  do  carry  the  f aid  articles  to  the  Lords, 
f°"^'  Secondly,  That  the  Lord  Coningfby  be  dircEled  (be- 

fore he  exhibits  the  faid  articles  to  the  Lords)  to  im^ 
peach  Robert,  Earl  of  Ox'ioi-di  and  £^r/ Mortimer, 
to  the  effeul  following,  viz. 

My  Lords^ 

TH  E  Commons  affembled  in  Parliament  hav- 
ing received  information  of  divers  traite- 
rous  pra<fttces  and  defigns  of  a  great  Peer  of  this 
houfe,  Robert,  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Morti- 
mer ;  have  commanded  me  to  impeach  the  faid 
Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer,  of  high-trea- 
fon,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors : 
And  I  do  here  in  their  names,  and  in  the  names 
of  all  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain,  impeach 
Robert,  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer^  of 
high-treafon,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors.    I  am  farther  commanded  by  the  houfe 

of 
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of  Commons  to  pray  and  demand  of  your  Lord- 
ihips,  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer 
may  be  fequeftred  from  Parliament,  and  forthwith 
committed  to  fafe  cuftody. 

After  this,  Mr  Sollicitor-General  having  been  fent 
to  the  Lords  with  a  meflage,  to  defire,  that  their 
Lordlhips  would  diredl  the  Painted-Chamber,  the 
Lohb-j,  and  the  palTage  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  to  be 
cleared  from  any  crowd  (which  was  done  accord- 
ingly, by  h.vt  o'clock  in  the  afternoon)  the  Lord 
Comngsby,  attended  by  mod  of  the  fVbig  members, 
went  up  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and,  at  their  bar, 
impeached  Robert,  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mor ti- 
mer, in  the  form  above-mentioned  ;  and  then  left 
with  their  Lordlhips  the  articles  of  impeachment.  / 

As  foon  as  the  Lord  Coningsb'j,  and  the  Com- 
moners that  accompanied  him,  were  withdrawn, 
a  7(9^31  Lord  moved,  '  That  the  confideration  of  the 
'  articles  of  impeachment  be  adjourned  to  Monday 
'  following,' and  was  backed  by  feveral  Peers  of  the 
fame  fide  ;  particularly  by  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefier^ 
who  urged,  '  That  this  accufation  was  of  fo  extraor^ 

*  dinary  a  nature,  and  fo  very  important,  both  in  it: 

*  i^M  and  its  confequences,  that  the  houfe  ought  to 
«  proceed  on  it  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  delibe- 

*  ration.'  But  he  was  anfwered,  by  a  Scotch  Duke, 
who,  among  other  things  faid,  '  It  was  well 
'  known,-  the  Prelate  who  fpoke  laft,  had,  of  late 

*  ftudied  more  Politicks  than  Divinity  ;    and  was 

*  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  fubje6l  matter  of 

*  the  articles,  that  lay  before  them  ;  and  therefore 

*  his  Grace  did  not  doubt,  but  his  Lord  (hip  was  now 

*  as  ready  to  fpeak  to  them,  as  he  could  ever  be,  if 

*  he  had  more  time  to  confider  of  them.'  After 
a  dehate  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  queftion 
for  adjourning  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  negative^ 
by  a  majority  of  86  voices  againft  54  5  and  thereup- 
on 
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on  the  articles  of  impeachment  were  read,  which  took 
up  till  about  eight  in  the  evening.  Then  a  motion 
was  made,  (by  the  fame  fide  that  was  for  adjourn- 
ing) that  the  judges  be  confulted  •,  that  the  houfe 
might  be  fatisfied,  whether  the  charge  contained  in 
the  faid  articles  amounted  to  treafon  ?  The  Lords 
Trevor y  and  Har courts  the  Dukes  of  Shrewfiury  and 
Leeds ^  the  Earl  of  P owlet ^  the  Lord  North  and 
Grey^  the  Bilhop  of  Rochefter^  and  fome  other 
Peers  of  that  fide,  were  for  the  affirmative ;  but 
the  Lord  Cowper^  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Dukes  of 
Arg'jle  and  Montrofe^  the  Earls  of  Nottingham^  Sun- 
derland^ Dorfet^  and  IJla  ;  the  Lord  Vifcount  Town- 
Jhend^  and  fome  other  Lords  of  the  court  party, 
fpoke  for  the  negative.  The  Lord  Trevor  having 
gone  fo  far,  as  to  declare  his  opinion,  that  none  of 
the  articles  amounted  to  high-treafon  ;  he  was  anfwer- 
ed  by  the  Lord  Cowper^  who  fhewed  the  contrary  -, 
and  challenged  all  the  Lawyers  in  England  to  dis- 
prove his  arguments,  Neverthelefs,  th^Tory  Lords 
ftill  infilling  on  the  confulting  of  the  Judges^  the 
'E^rl  o^  Nottingham,  reprefented  to  them,  *  That 
«  inftead  of  favouring,  thereby,  the  noble  perfon 
'  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  impeached,  as  un- 
'  doubtedly,  they  meant  it,  they  might,   on  the 

*  contrary,  do  him  a  great  prejudice  -,  for,  if  up- 

*  on  confulting  the  Judges,  they  declared  the  charge 
•     *  to  amount  to  treafon,  the  faid  Lord  would  (land 

*  prejudged,  before  he  was  brought  to  his  tryal.' 
After  fome  other  fpeeches,  the  quejlion  was  put  upon 
the  motion  before  mentioned,  and  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  84  voices  againft  52,  And  then  it  was 
moved  by  the  court  party,  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
be  committed  to  fafe  cuftody :  Which  occafioned  a 
frefh  debate.  Several  members  of  both  fides,  hav- 
ing declared  their  opinion  upon  that  motion,  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  thought  it  high  time  for  him  to  fpeak 
for  himfelf,  which  he  did  to  this  effed  : 

My 
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M^  Lords^ 

IT    is  a  very  great  misfortune  for  any  man  to  TheEarUf 
fall   under  the  difpleafure  of  fo   great  and  fo  fpSn  the 
powerful  a  body  as  the  Commons  of  Greats Briiain:  Lords  houfe. 
And  this  misfortune  is  the  heavier  upon  me,  be- 
caufe  I  had  the  honour  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  late  Miniftry,  and  muft  now,  it  feems,  be 
made  accountable  for  all  the  meafures  that  were 
then  purfued.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  'tis  a  ve- 
ry great  comfort  to  me  under  this  misfortune,  that 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  auguft 
affembly  :  An  affembly  which  always  fquares  their 
proceedings  and  judgments  by  the  rules  of  honour, 
jullice,  and  equity  *,  and  is  not  to  be  byaffed  by  a 
fpirit  of  party. 

My  Lords, 

I  could  fay  a  great  deal  to  clear  my  felf  of  the 
charge  which  is  brought  againft  me :  But  as  I  now 
labour  under  an  indifpofition  of  body,  befides  the 
fatigue  of  this  long  fitting,  I  fhall  contrad  what  I 
have  to  fay  within  a  very  narrow  compafs.  This 
whole  accufation  may,  it  feems,  be  reduced  to  the 
negociation  and  conclufion  of  the  peace  :  That  the 
nation  wanted  a  peace,  nobody  will  deny  ;  and, 
I  hope,  it  will  be  eafily  made  out,  that  the  con- 
ditions of  this  peace  are  as  good  as  could  be  ex- 
pedled,  confidering  the  circumftances  wherein  ic 
was  made,  and  the  backwardnefs  and  relu6lancy 
which  fome  of  the  allies  (hewed  to  come  into  the 
Queen's  meafures.  This  is  certain,  that  this  peace, 
as  bad  as  it  is  now  reprefented,  was  approved  by 
two  fucceflive  Parliaments.  It  is,  indeed,  fug- 
gefted  againft  this  peace,  that  ic  was  a  feparate 
one :  But  I  hope  my  Lords,  it  will  be  made  ap- 
pear, that  it  was  general ,  and  that  ic  was  France^ 
and  not  Great-Britain^  that  made  the  firft  fteps  to- 
wards a  negociation.     And,  my  Lords,  1  will  be 

bold 
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bold  to  fay,  that  during  my  whole  adminiftration, 
the  Sovereign  upon  the  Throne,  was  loved  at  home, 
and  feared  abroad. 

As  to  the  bufinefs  of  'tournay^  which  is  made  a 
capital  charge,  I  can  fafely  aver,  that  I  had  no 
manner  of  (hare  in  it  •,  and  that  the  fame  was 
wholly  tranfaded  by  that  unfortunate  nobleman 
who  thought  fit  to  ftep  afide :  But  I  dare  fay  in 
his  behalf,  that  if  this  charge  could  be  proved,  ic 
would  not  amount  to  treafon.  For  my  own  part, 
as  I  always  aded  by  the  imniediate  diredlions  and 
commands  of  the  late  Queen,  and  never  of- 
fended againft  any  known  law,  I  am  juftified  in 
my  confcience,  and  unconcerned  for  the  life  of  an 
infignificant  old  man.  But  I  cannot,  without  the 
higheft  ingratitude,  be  unconcerned  for  the  bed  of 
Queens :  A  Queen  who  heaped  upon  me  honours 
and  preferments,  though  I  never  afked  for  them  ; 
and  therefore  I  think  myfelf  under  an  obligation 
to  vindicate  her  memory,  and  the  meafures  (he  pur- 
fued,  to  my  dying  breath. 

My  Lords, 

If  Minifters  of  (late,  adling  by  the  immediate 
commands  of  their  Sovereign,  are  afterwards  to 
be  made  accountable  for  their  proceedings,  it  may, 
one  day  or  other,  be  the  cafe  of  all  the  members  of 
this  auguft  affembly  :  I  don't  doubt,  therefore,  that 
out  of  regard  to  yourfelves,  your  Lordftiips  will 
give  me  an  equitable  hearing  •,  and  I  hope  that,  in 
the  profecution  of  this  enquiry,  it  will  appear,  that 
I  have  merited  not  only  the  indulgence^  but  likewife 
the  favour  of  the  government. 

My  Lords, 

I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  your  Lordfhips, 
and  of  this  honourable  houfe,  perhaps  for  ever  \  I 
fliall  lay  down  my  life  with  pleafure,  in  a  caufe 
favoured  by   my   late  dear  royal  Miltrefs.    And 

when 


A.   171^.         DEBATES.  353 

when  I  confider  that  I  am  to  be  judged  by  the  ju- 
ftice,  honour,  and  virtue  of  my  Peers,  I  Ihall  ac- 
quielce,  and  retire  with  great  content :    And,  my 

Lords,  God*s  will  he  clone. 

Before  the  queflion  for  committing  the  Earl,  of 
Oxford  to  fafe  cuflody  was  put,  the  Duke  of  Shrew/- 
hiry  acquainted  the  houfe,  '  That  the  faid  Earl 
'  was,  at  prefent,  very  much  indifpofed  with  the 

*  gravel ;  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  houfe  would 

*  not  immediately  fend  him  to  the  Tower^  but  fuifer 

*  him  to  be,  for  two  or  three  days,  under  the 
'  cullody  of  the  black-rod  at  his  own  houfe,  where 

*  he  might  have  the  attendance  and  alTiftance  of  his 
'  relations  and  fervants  :  That,  however,  he  did  not 
'  propofe  this  as  a  motion,  becaufe  he  was  againft 
'  committing  him  at  all  ;    but  only  left  it  to  the 

*  con fi deration  of  the  houfe.'  His  Grace  was  fe- 
conded  by  the  Earl  of  Powlet  -,  and  no  oppofition 
being  made  by  the  other  party,  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
withdrew,  leaving  word,  with  the  Ufher  of  the 
Hack-rod^  that  he  would  be  at  home.  After  this, 
the  queftion  was  put,  that  the  faid  Earl  he  eommitted 
to  fafe  cujiody^  which  was  carried  in  the  afHrmative, 
by  82  voices,  againft  50  ;  and  fo  the  houfe  rofe,  a- 
bout  a  quarter  pad  one  in  the  morning  ;  when  the 

Ufher  of  the  black-rod  went  to  the  Earl  o{  Oxford's  J^^^ .^'''^^ °^ 
houfe  ;  communicated  to  him  the  order  of  the  houfe  de7the  ""' 
of  Peers,  for  taking  him  into  cuftody  ;    and  ^e^^  ^/^^^^^J^^ 
fome  of  his  officers  for  that  purpofe  in  his  Lord-- 
Ihip's  houfe.     It  was  obferved  that  when  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  went  home,   he  was  attended  by  a  mob 
that  cried  out  High- church,  Ormonde  and  Oxford  for 
ever,  e^r. 

On  Monday  the  tith  of  July,  the  Lord  Co?itngshy 
acquainted  the  Commons,  '  That  he  did,  the  Sa- 
'  turday  before,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lord s^j 
'  impeach  Robert ^  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mor- 

Vol.  VI.  A  a  *  timer  • 
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*  timer  of  high'treafon^  and  other  high  crimes,   and 

<  mifdemeanors,  and  delivered  in  the  articles  of  im- 

*  peachment  againft  him  *,  and  did  pray  and  demand 

<  that  the  faid  Earl  might  be  fequeftred  from  Par- 

*  liament,  and  forthwith  committed  to  fafe  cuftody.' 
The  fame  day  the  Lords  ordered^  that  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  their  houfe  the  next 
morning,  in  order  to  be  fent  to  the  "Tower  ;  and 
then  their  Lordfhips  fent  a  melTage  to  the  Commons 
to  acquaint  that  honourable  houfe,  '  That  the  Lords 

*  had  ordered  the  black  rod  to  attach  and  take  into 
«  fafe  cuftody  Robert^  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl 
«  Mortimer  ;  and  that  the  black-rod  h^id  returned  to 

*  the  Lords,  that  he  had  accordingly  attached  the 

*  faid  Earl,  and  had  him  now  in  fafe  cuftody.' 

On  I'uefday  the  12th  of  July,  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford was  according  to  order,  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  Lords  houfe,  where  having  received  a  copy  of 
the  articles  of  impeachment  againfl  him,  he  repre- 
fented  to  their  Lordfhips,  '  That  the  ableft  men  in 

*  the  nation  had  been  many  weeks  in  drawing  up 
«  thofe  long  articles  againft  him  •,  and  therefore  he 

*  hoped  the  houfe  would  allow  him  a  proportion- 

*  able  time  to  anfwer  them.'  His  Lordlhip  took 
^  that  occafion  to  return  to  their  Lordfhips  his  hear- 
^  ty  thanks  for  their  great  humanity  in  not  fending 

*  him  to  the  Tower  the  Saturday  before  ;  and  as  he 

*  ft  ill  laboured  under  the  fame  indifpofition  of  body, 

*  he  humbly  defired  their  Lordfhips  to  permit  him 

*  to  continue  fome  few  days  more  at  his  own  houfe, 

*  under  the  cuftody  of  the  Mack-rod.^  The  Earl  oif 
Oxford  being  withdrawn  to  the  black-rod  room^  the 
Lords  refolved  to  allow  him  a  month  to  anfwer  the 
articles  of  impeachment  -,  and  as  to  his  laft  requeft, 
Dr  Mead^  one  of  his  Lordfhip's  Phyficiansj  being 
confuted,  and  having  made  a  kind  o^  affidavit,  that 
if  the  Earl  were  fent  to  the  Tower,  his  life  would  be 
in  danger  :  A  motion  was  made,  that  he  might  con- 

tinue 


A.  1715.  DEBATES.  355 

tinue  in  his  houfe  till  the  Moud^iy  following  :  But  this 
was  oppofed,  and  after  a  warm  debate,  it  was  car- 
ried, by  eighty  one  voices  againft  fifty  five,  that  he 
fhould  be  carried  to  the  'Tower ^  on  Saturday  the 
1 6th  of  July.  The  moft  remarkable  pafTage  in  this  Remarkable 
day's  debate,  was  as  follows :  The  Earl  of  Jnglefey  paffageinthe 
having  faid,   '  That  it  was  to  be  feared,  thefe  vio-  juiy  izth7 

*  lent  meafures  would  make  the  fceptrc  jhake  in  the 

*  Kin^s  handiJ  Moft  of  the  members  were  offen- 
ded at  this  fuggeftion,  and  feme  cried  the  Tower ^ 
and  others  only  to  order.  The  Earl  of  Sutherland^ 
one  of  the  Sixteen  Peers  of  North-Britain^  who,  in 
the  worft  of  times,  had  given  fignal  proofs  of  his 
affedion  to  the  Hanover  fuccefTion,  ftanding  up, 
faid,  ^  He  trembled  with  indignation  to  hear  fuch 
'  words  pronounced  in  that  noble  affembly  \  that  if 

*  they    had   been  fpoke  any  where  elfe,  he  would 

*  call  the  perfon  that  fpoke  them  to  an  account :  But 

*  all  he  could  do  there  was  to  move  that  he  might 
'  explain  himfelf '  The  Earl  of  Sutherland  was  fe- 
conded  by  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  another  Scotch 
Peer  of  eminent  zeal  and  affection  for  the  prefenc 
happy  fettlement,  who,  among  other  things,  faid, 
That  the  fceptre  was  fo  well  rivettedin  the  King's  handy 
that  inftead  of  Jhaking^  it  would  crufh  all  his  Majeftfs 
enemies.  The  Earl  of  Berkeley ,  and  fome  other  Lords 
backed  alfo  the  Earl  of  Sutherland's  motion : 
Whereupon  the  Earl  of  Anglefey  (food  up,  and  fiiid, 
'  That  it  was  but  too  manifeft,  by  the  riots  that 

*  were   daily   committed   in  feveral  parts  of    the 

*  kingdom,  that  the  nation,  in  general,  was  againd 
'  thefe  impeachments ;  that  for  his  own  parr,  he  was 

*  fo  far  from  approving  thofe  tumultuous  aiTemblies 
'  and  diforders,  that  he  rather  wifned  a  ftop  might 
'  fpeedily  be  put  to  them,  by  exemplary  punifh- 
'  ments  ;  that  he  had  on  feveral  occafions,  given 
'  fufiicient  proofs  of  his  zeal  and  affedion  for  the  re^ 
*•  volution  and  the   Protefiant  fuccefTion  •,   that  what 

*  he  had  now  advanced,  was  the  refuk  of  the  fame 

A  a  2  ^  ze«^l 
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'  zeal  for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  hisMajefty's 

*  reign:  However,  if  he  had  been  fo  unhappy  as, 
'  by  any  unguarded  or  pajjionate  exprefllon,  to  give 
'  offence  to  that  auguft  alfembly,  he  was  very  forry 
'  for  it.'  Notwithltanding  this  apology,  fome 
members  were  inclined  to  have  his  Lordfnip  fenc 
to  the  Toiver^  but  the  very  words  he  had  fpoken  not 
having  been  taken  in  writing,  the  houfe  admitted 
his  Lordihip's  explanation,  and  fo  that  matter  went 
no  farther. 

It  was  expelled,  that  the  Earl  of  Ox/br J  would, 
on  the  23d  of  ^^ugufty  have  given  in  his  anfwer  to  the 
articles  exhibited  againft  him  ;  but  on  that  day,  a 
petition  from  the  faid  Earl,  praying  for  a  longer 
time,  being  prefented  to  their  Lordfhips,  they  were 
pleated  to  agree  to  give  him  till  that  day  fe'nnight, 
and  ordered,  that  he  ihould  then  attend  at  their  bar 
in  perfon,  and  deliver  in  his  anfwer.  But  on  the 
30th  of  Auguft^  having  petitioned  for  a  longer  de- 
lay, their  Lordlliips  granted  him  till  Saturday  the 
3d  of  Septe?nber,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxford  caufed 
his  anfwer  to  be  delivered  to  the  houfe  of  Lords. 

After  the  reading  of  the  anfwer,  the  Lords  or- 
dered the  fame  to  be  entered  in  the  books  of  their 
houfe  •,  and  on  IVednefday^  the  7th  of  September^ 
fent  a  melToge  to  acquaint  the  Commons,  '  That 

*  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  had  put  in 

*  his  anfwer  to  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited 

*  againft  him  for  high-treafon  and  other  high  crimes 

*  and  mifdemeanors,  and  to  deliver  to  the  houfe  of 
'  Commons  a  true  copy  thereof.'  Hereupon  the 
Commons  ordered,  '  That  the  faid  anfwer  be  read 

5.^/.  9th.  '  upon  Friday  *  morning  next ;'  but  the  fame  was 
put  off  till  Monday  the  12th  of  September,  when, 
the  faid  anfwer  being  read  accordingly,  there  arofe 
a  fmall  debate.  Mr  TFalpole,  among  other  things, 
laid,  '  He  had  not  yet  had  time  to  perufe  and  exa- 
mine 


A.  1715.        DEBATES.  357 

'  mine  that  anfwer,  but  that  he  now  heard  it  read  Mr^.*/- 
'  with  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and,  in  his  opinion,  upon  th^^ 
'  it  contained  little  more  than  what  had  been  fug-  reading  the 
'  gelled  in  vindication  of  the  late  meafiires^  in  a/or^-s'ln-  ' 
'   Pamphlet,  intituled,    ^he  condu5f  of  the   J  Hies ,  ^^^^r. 

*  and  repeated  over  and  over  in  the  papers  called 

*  The  Examifier,     That  the  main  dritt  of  this  an- 

*  fwer  feemed  to  prove  thefe  two  aflertions :  Firjl^ 

*  That  the  Earl  of  Oxford  had  no  fhare  in  the  advi- 
'  fing  and  managing  the  matters  mentioned  in  the 
'  articles  againft  him,  but  that  the  late  Queen  did  e- 
'  very  thing  j  and  Secondly,  That  the  late  Queen  was 
'  a  wife,  good,  and  pious  Princefs.  That  if  the  fe- 
'  cond  propofition  were  not  better  grounded  than 

*  the  firft,  the  reputation  of  that  excellent  Princefs 
'  would  be  very  precarious  :  But  as  every  body 
'  mufl:  own  her  to  be  a  good  and  pious  Queen,  fo  it 
'  was  notorious  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  as  Prime 

*  Minifter,  was  the  chief  advifer,  promoter,   and 

*  manager,  of  the  matters  charged  upon  him  in  the 
'  articles  :  And  therefore  his  anfwer  was  a  falfe  and 
'  malicious  libel,  laying  upon  his  royal  miftrefs  the 

*  blame  of  all  the  pernicious  meafures  he  had  led 
'  her  into,  againft  her  own  honour  and  the  good 

*  of  his  country  :  That  he  hoped  the  Earl's  endea- 

*  vouring  to  fcrcen  himfeif  behind  the  Queen's 
'  name,  would  avail  him  nothing :  That  'tis,  in- 
'  deed,  a  fundamental  maxim  of  our  conftitution, 
'  that  Kings  can  do  no  wrong  \  but  that,  at  the  fame 

*  time,  'tis  no  lefs  certain,  that  Miniflers  offlate  are 
'  accountable  for  their  aEliom  \  otherwife  a  Parlia- 
'  ment  v/ould  be  but  an  empty  name ;  the  Commons 
'  would  have  no  bufinefs  in  that  place  \  and  the 
'  Government  would  be  abfolute  and  arbitrary. 
'  That  tho'  the  Earl  had  the  afTurance  to  aver,  that 
'  he  had  no  fhare  in  the  management  of  affairs  that 
'  were  tranfaded  while  he  was  at  the  helm,  yet  he 
«  pretended  to  juftify  the  late  meafures :  And  there- 

A  a  3  *  fore, 
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*  fore,  in  that  refped,  his  anfwer  ought  to  be  looked 
^  upon  as  a  libel  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
^  mons,  fince  he  endeavoured  to  clear  thofe  perfons, 

*  who  had  already  confefifed  their  guilt  by  their 
'  flight.'  Mr  Shippen,  could  not  be  altogether  fi- 

UrSbrp^     lent  upon  this  occafion :  He  faid,  '  That  it  would 

/£«':  fpcEch.  6  not  become  him  to  defend  the  Earl's  anfwer,  fince 

*  as  a  member  of  that  honourable  aflembly,  he  was 
<  become  one  of  his  accufers :  But  that  he  could  not 
«  forbear   wi(hing»  that  this  profecucion  might  be 

*  dropr,  and  that  the  houfe  would  be  fatisfied  with 

*  the  two  late  adls  of  attainder.     That  this  wifh  of 

*  his  was  the  ftronger,  becaufe  one  of  the  principal 

*  reafons  that  induced  the  Commons  to  impeach  the 

*  Earl  oi  Oxford,  fubfiiled  no  longer,  the  affairs  of 

*  Europe  having  received  a  fadden  turn  from  the 
«  death  of  the  French  Kingj  whereby  the  renun- 

*  ciation  of  King  Philip  began  to  take  place,  in  the 

*  advancement  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  the  abfo- 

*  lute  regency  of  France. "*  Mr  Aijlah^  anfwered 
j^^^..^„,g  thereupon,  '  He  hoped,  'twas  to  little  pur- 
fpcech.'  ■"    *  pofe  the  gen:lcman  who  fpoke  lafl:,  endeavoured 

'  to   move   the  pity  and  compaffion  of  the  houfe, 

'  and  perfuade  them  to  drop  this  profecution.  That 

'  this  was  not  a  proper  time  to  examine  and  reply 

*  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  anfwer ,  and  therefore  he 
«  would  content  himfelf  v/ith  fiiying,  in  general, 
'  that  it  was  a  contexture  of  the  Jhifls,  evafions^zxid 

*  falfe  reprefentatio-ris^  contafned  in  three  parts  of  the 
«  htjior'j  of  the  IVhite-flaff.  That  as  to  what  had  been 
^  fuggefted,  concerning  the  event  which  feemed  to 

*  have  ftrengthened  the  renunciation,  he  did  not 
'  deny,  there  might  be  fomething  in  if,  which  was 
'  manifeil  from  the  great  joy  the  well  affeded  to 
^  the  government  had  fhewn  on  this  occafion,  and 
'  from  the  mortification  and  defpair  that  appeared 

*  in  the  faces  of  a  certain  party  :  But  that,  after  all, 
^  it  could  not  yet  be  afcertained,  that  the  renuncia' 
y  tion  was  in  force  \  that  there  was  a  vaft  difference 

^  betwe^i^ 
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*  between  the  regency  and  the  crown  ;  that  time  on- 
'  ly  would  decide  that  matter  •,    but  that  even  fup- 

*  pofing,  that  by  the  concurrence  of  unforefeen  e- 

*  vents,  King  Fbilip\  renunciation  fliould,  at  lad, 

*  take   place,  yet  the  fame  would  not  juftify  the 

*  minifters  who  propofed  and  laid  it  as  the  founda- 

*  tion  of  the  late  peace,  fmce  they  v/ith  whom  they 

*  treated,  were  'io  frank  and  fo  fincere  as  to  tell 
'  them,  that  it  could  never  be  valid^  by  the  funda- 
«  mental  laws  of  France^  After  fome  other  fpeeches, 
it  was  ordered,  Firji^   '  That  the  anfwer  of  Robert 

*  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer^  be  referred  to 
'  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  articles  of 
'  impeachment  and  prepare  evidence  againft  the  im- 

*  peached  Lords  •,  Secondly ^  That  the  faid  Commit- 
'  tee  do  prepare  a  replication  to  the  faid  anfwer.* 
Accordingly,  on  Friday  tht  i6th  of  September^  Mr 
JValpole^  from  the  laid  Committee,  reported  the  faid 
replication^  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read, 
agreed  unto,  and  ordered  to  be  engrolTed.     Three 

days  *  after,  the  engrofied  replication  was  read,  and  *Sept.i9th, 
ordered,  that  the  Lord  Coningsby  do  carry  the  fame 
to  the  Lords  :  Which  his  Lordfhip  did  accordingly. 
But  the  farther  profecution  of  this  affair  was  deferred 
on  account  of  the  rebellion,  which  foon  followed 
after  this,  and  feveral  other  interruptions,  till  the 
2/ith  of  June,   lyiy. 

After  feveral  prorogations,  the  Parliament  met  l?!^- 
at  IVeftminfter^  on  the  9th  of  January^  when  the 
King  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  the  Commons 
being  fent  for  up,  and  attending,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor read  his  Majefty's  fpeech  to  both  hou fes,  as 
follows : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

TH  E  zeal  and  affedion  to  my  government,  The  King'? 
and  the  vigilant  care  for  the  fafety  of  the  %««i^' 
A  a  4  nation. 
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nation,  which  you  have  fhewn  in  your  refpeftive 
counties,  have  not  only  fully  anfwered  my  exptfta- 
tions,  but  give  me  afiurances  that  you  are  met  toge- 
ther refolved  to  a6l  with  a  fpirit  becoming  a  time  of 
common  danger,  and  with  luch  a  vigour,  as  will 
end  in  the  confufion  of  all  thofe  who  have  openly 
engaged  in  this  rebellion,  and  in  the  fname  and  re- 
proach of  fuch  as  by  fecret  and  malicious  infinuati- 
ons,  have  fomented,  or  by  an  avowed  indifference, 
encouraged  this  traiterous  enterprize. 

It  is,  I  doubt  not,  a  great  fatisfadion  to  you  to 
have  obfcrved,  that  the  powers  you  entruded  me 
with  for  the  prefervationof  the  publick  fafety,  have 
been  employed  in  the  moft  proper  and  etfedual 
manner,  and  made  flridtly  fubfervient  to  thofe  pur- 
pofes  only  for  which  you  intended  them  •,  and  you 
mud  have  had  the  pleafure  to  reflect  with  me, 
that  as  t'n.e  meafures  taken  for  our  defence,  have 
been  jaft  and  receiTary,  fo  it  has  pleafed  the  di^ 
vine  providence  to  blels  them  with  a  feries  of  fuita- 
hh  fuccefs :  And  I  cannot  but  take  this  opportunity 
of  doing  juftice  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
army,  whofe  brave  and  faithful  difcharge  of  their 
duty,  has  difappointed  our  enemies,  and  contributed 
fo  much  to  the  fafety  of  the  nation. 

I  did  h^pe  that  the  detecting  and  preventing  the 
deiigned  infurrections  in  fome  parts  of  this  king- 
dom, and  the  defeating  in  others,  thofe  who  had 
raken  up  arms  againft  me,  would  have  put  an  end 
to  this  rebellion  ;  but  it  is  plain  that  our  enemies, 
animated  by  fome  iecret  hopes  of  afiiftance,  areftill 
endeavouring  to  fupport  this  defperatc  undertaking  •, 
and  the  Pretender^  as  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  is 
|iov/  landed  in  Scotland. 

It  is  however  with  pleafure  I  can  acquaint  you, 
that  notwithftanding  thefe  intefline  commotions. 
Great  Britain  has,  in  fome  meafure,  recovered  its 
influence  and  reputation  abroad.     The  treaty   for 

fettling 
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fettling  the  barrier  for  the  Netherlands^  is  now  ful- 
ly concluded  between  the  Emperor  and  the  States- 
General,  under  my  guaranty.  The  King  of  ^/'^iw 
has  agreed  to  a  treaty,  by  which  that  valuable 
branch  of  our  commerce  will  be  delivered  from 
the  new  impolitions  and  hardfhips  to  which  it  was 
fubjeded  by  the  late  treaties,  and  will  (land  fettled 
for  the  future  on  a  foot  more  advantageous  and  cer- 
tain, than  it  ever  did  in  the  moft  flourilhing  time 
of  any  of  my  predecelTors  i  and  the  ueaty  for  re- 
newing all  former  alliances  between  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain  and  the  States-General,  is  brought 
very  near  to  it's  conclufion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons , 
I  mud  rely  on  your  affedion  to  me,  and  your 
care  and  concern  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  to 
grant  me  fuch  fupplies,  as  may  enable  me  to  re- 
Itore  and  fecure  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
I  will  order  eftimates  of  the  neceifary  expences  to 
be  laid  before  you. 

Among  the  many  unavoidable  ill  confequences 
of  this  rebellion,  none  affeds  me  more  fenfibly, 
than  that  extraordinary  burthen  which  it  has  and 
mud  create  to  my  faithful  fubjeds.  To  eafe  them 
as  far  as  in  my  power,  I  take  this  firft  opportunity 
of  declaring,  that  I  will  freely  give  up  all  the 
eftates  that  fhall  become  forfeited  to  the  crown  by 
this  rebellion,  to  be  applied  towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expence  incurred  on  this  occafion. 

Ivlj  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
It  is  matter  of  the  greatefl:  uneafinefs  to  me, 
that  the  firft  years  of  my  reign,  the  whole  courfe 
of  which  I  wiflied  to  have  tranfmitted  to  pofteri- 
ty,  diftinguiflied  by  the  fiir  and  endearing  marks 
of  peace  and  clemency,  fliouid  be  clouded  and 
overcaft  with    fo   unnatural   a  rebellion  j    which, 

however 
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however  impotent  and  unfuccefsful  a  due  care  may 
render  it  in  ail  other  refpeCts,  does  moft  fenfibly 
afHicl  me,  by  the  calamities  it  has  brought  on  ma- 
ny of  my  faithful  fubjeds,  and  by  thofe  indifpenfi- 
ble  returns  of  feverity  which  their  fufferings  and 
the  public  fafety  do  moft  juftly  call  for.  Under 
this  concern,  my  greateft  comfort  is,  that  I  cannot 
reproach  myfejf  with  having  given  the  leaft  provo- 
cation to  that  fpirit*  of  difcontent  and  calumny  that 
has  been  let  loofe  againft  me,  or  the  leaft  pretence 
for  kindling  the  flame  of  this  rebellion. 

Let  thofe  whofe  fatal  counfels  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  all  thefe  mifchiefs,  and  thofe  whofe 
private  difcontents  and  difappointments,  difguifed 
under  falfe  pretences,  have  betrayed  great  num- 
bers of  deluded  people  into  their  own  deftru6tion, 
anfwer  for  the  miferies  in  which  they  have  involved 
their  fellow- fubjeds.  I  queftion  not,  but  that 
v^ith  the  continuance  of  God's  blefilngs,  who  alone 
is  able  to  form  good  out  of  evil,  and  with  the 
chearful  afTifbance  of  my  Parliament,  we  fhall,  in 
a  fhorc  time,  fee  this  rebellion  end,  not  oniy  in 
reftoring  the  tranquillity  of  my  government,  but 
in  procuring^  a  firm  and  lading  eftablifhment  of 
that  excellent  conftitation  in  church  and  ftate, 
which  it  was  manifeftly  defigned  to  fubvert :  And 
that  this  open  and  flagrant  attempt  in  favour  of 
Popery,  will  abolifii  all  other  diftindions  among 
us,  but  of  fuch  as  are  zealous  afiertors  of  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country,  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  and 
the  Proleftant  religion,  and  of  fuch  as  are  endea- 
vouring to  fubject  the  nation  to  the  revenge  and  ty- 
ranny of  a  Popijh  Pretender. 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  houfe,  and 
having  unanimoufly  refolvedonan  addrefs  of  thanks 
to  his  Majefty,  fent  to  the  Lords  to  defire  them  to 
continue  fitting  for  fome  time.     This  meffage  was 

carried 
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carried  by  Mr.  Lechmere,  who  having  reported  to  the 
houfe    that  the  Lords  confented  to  do  fo,  made  a 
fpeech  to  the  effed  following      He  faid    '  That  af-  ^^.^^^^ 
'  ter   the  general  alTurances  the  houfe  had  given  to  concerning 

*  his  Majefty,  one  moment  ought  not  to  be  loft,  the rebeu.on. 
'  without  taking  fome  efFeaual  ftep  towards  making 

'  them  good  :  That  the  firft  and  great  concern  was, 
'  to  put  an  end  to  this  rebellion  5  not  only  to  quiet 

*  the  prefent  commotions,  but  to  extinguifli  the  ve- 
'  ry  pofiibility  of  their  being  renewed :  That  for 
^  thefe  ends,  every  gentleman  would  agree  to 
'  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  King  in  fuch  a  man- 
^  ner    as  would  enable  him  fpeedily  and  efFedually 

*  to  compleat  this  work  :  That  the  houfe  would  do 
'  this  with  an  abfolute  chearfulnefs,  from  the  certain 
«  knowledge  and  experience  they  had  of  the  wifdom 

*  and  juftice  of  his  Majefty,  who  would  make  no 
'  other  ufe  of  any  confidence  his  Parliament  fhould 
^  repofe  in  him,  than  to  promote  the  common  wel- 
'  fare  of  his  people  -,  and  that  whatever  extraordi- 
'  nary  affiftance  the  prefent  jundure  of  affairs  fliould 
'  require,  would  be  continued  no  longer  than  the 
'  public  neceffity  called  for :  That  the  next  ufeful 

*  and  neceffary  ftep,  was  the  national  juftice,  which 
'  was  incumbent  on  this  houfe,  in  duty  to  the  King, 
'  as  well  as  in  juftice  to  the  people  :  And  as  ungrate- 
'  ful  and  difagreeable  a  part  as  this  muft  be,  yet, 
'  when  the  defign  of  the  enemy  was  become  fo  del- 
'  perate,  and  fo  avowed,  as  to  ftrike  at  the  crown 
'  upon  the  King's  head,  and  to  involve  the  nation 
<-  in  the  calamities  of  a  civil  war,  the  houfe  could 
'  not  exert  themfelves  too  early,  nor  with  too  much 

*  vigour  ',  and  that  as  the  houfe  acquitted  itfelf  on 

*  this  occafion,  he  promifed  himfelf  the  effed 
-  would  be  anfwerable:  That  the  fpint  which 
'  ftiould     be     fliewn     in     this     inftance,    would 

*  animate  the  friends  of  the  government,  both  at 
'  home  and  abroad  ;  and  the  terror  it  muft  ftrike 
»  on  our  enemies,  would  be  equal  at  leaft,  and  con- 

^  tribute 
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'  tribute  as  much  to  the  common  fafety,  as  any  other 

*  preparation  that  had  or  could  be  made.  He  wifhed 

<  he  could  fay  or  think,  that  this  rebellion  was  the 

<  proje6t  of  thofe  only,  who  appeared  to  head  it ;  or 

*  that  it  was  the  refult  of  the  weak  or  rafli  counfels  of 
«  thofe  who  pubiickly  avowed  it  •,    he   wifhed  he 

<  could  fay,  that  it  was  the  work  oiPapifts  only,  or  of 
'  thofe  few  P  rot  eft  ants  who  were  wicked  or  weak 
«  enough  openly  to  join  in  it.    He  wifned  he  could 

*  fay,  that  it  was  a  plot  but  of  yeflerday,  and  that 

*  it  had  taken  no  deeper  root  than  ordinary  ap- 

*  pearances  would  lead  to  fufpe(5l  •,  but  he  thought  it 

*  plain,  that  it  was  the  effedl  of  many  years  labour, 

*  of  the  joint  and  united  labour  of  great  numbers, 
'  both  Proteftants  and  Papifts,  the  plain  and  neceffa- 
«  ry  confequence  of  the  meafures  which  had  been 

*  carrying  on  for  fome  years  pafl.  That  to  frame  a 
'  right  judgment  of  the  nature  of  this  rebellion,  he 
'  thought  it  neceffary  for  the  houfe  to  look  back,  and 

*  confider  the  natural  tendency  of  the  public  pro- 
'  ceedings   of  late  years,  and  the  connedtion  they 

*  bore  with  the  prefent  unfortunate  ftate  of  things  : 

*  When  men  in  facred  fundlions  fuffered  themfelves 
'  to  become  ftate-inftruments,  and  the  great  merit  of 
'  fuch  men  was,  under  the  pretence  of  aflerting  the 

*  dodlrines  of  the  church  of  England  to  condemn  the 
'  revolution,  he  could  never  underftand  any  other  de- 

*  fign  or  tendency  from  thofe  pradlices,  than  to  un- 

<  dermine  the  foundation  of  the  Proteftant  fucceffion. 

^  He  remembered  'twas  faid  upon  a  very  folemn 
^  occafion,  by  a  very  honourable  Gentleman,  That 
*•  the  condemning  the  late  happy  revolution,  could  have 
'  no  other  meaning,  than  to  make  JVay  for  another  : 
'  That  however  wicked  and  dangerous  thefe  pra6lices 
'  were,  they  made  too  great  an  imprsflion,  and  con- 

*  tributed  a  great  deal  to  the  prefent  calamity  :  That 
^  as  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  grew  more  avowed, 
*■  (late-principles  of  another  kind  were  advanced, 
'  which  ftill  conduced  to  the  fame  end  :  That  'twas 

'  well 
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*  well  known  what  induftry  was  ufed  to  inculcate 

*  the  notions  o^  hereditary  right  to  the  crown,  in  op- 

*  policion  to  the  fertlement  which  had  been  made  of 
«  it  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  by  the  authority  of 
'  Parliament,  and  with  no  other  view,  than  to  weaken 
«  that  fettlement :  That  every  one  remembered 
'  what  extraordinary  pains  were  taken  to  poifon  the 
'  people  with  this  dangerous  notion  •,  and  that  thofe 

*  who  made  the  bed  court  to  men  in  power,  were 

*  fuch  who  efpoufed  this  opinion  in  the  moll  noto- 

*  rious  manner  :  That  he  could  not  forget  with  what 
«•  tendernefs  a  certain  divine  of  the  church  of  Eiig- 
'  land  was  treated  below  flairs,  whilfl  under  profe- 
'  cution  for  the  moft  impudent  libel*  that  ever  was 

*  publifhed  againil  any  government,  that  had  either 

*  will  or  power  to  maintain  itfelf  He  thought  the 
'  punifhment  that  was  inflided  on  that  gentleman 

*  light  enough,  but  he  could  non  avoid  taking  no- 

*  tice  of  a  remarkable  pafTage,  which  then  alarmed 

*  every  thinking  man,  and  will,  one  time  or  other, 
'  deferve  the  confideration  of  this  houfe,  viz.  The 
'  order  from  the  government,  counterfigned  by  a 
*■  Secretary  of  flate  to  the  Judges  of  the  Queen's 
'  Bench,  after  the  judgment  paffed,  to  fuperfede 
«  the  ignominious  part  of  the  punifhment,  by  rea- 
'  fon  of  the  facred  funclion  of  the  criminal ;  by 
'  which  the  moft  unexampled  and  dangerous  diftinc- 
'  tion  was  introduced  ;  and  which  proceeding  could 

*  bear  no  other  conftrudtion,  than  as  a  licence  and 
'  protedion,  even  from  the  government,  to  men 
^  in  holy  orders,  to  propagate  that  deftrudive  po- 
^  ficion  with  impunity  •,  and  the  chara6ter  of  the 
^  perfon,  which  ought  in  juflice  to  have  aggravated 
'  his  guilt,  and  heightened  the  punilhment,  became 
'  his  indemnity  againft  the  reproach  of  it,  even  by 
'  the  authority  of  the  government  itfelf.  He  re- 
'"  membered  in  what  manner  every  thing  of  that  na- 

'  ture 

*  T^he  hereiitaty  right  afferted,  kz. 
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*  ture  was  treated  in  fVeJIminfter.Hail -,  -what  feveri- 

*  ties  were  exercifed  againft  thofe  perfons  who  had 

*  Courage  enough   to   afTert  the  intereft  of  their 

*  country,  and  of  the  Proteftant  fuccefllon,  at  the 
'  fame  time  that  the  patrons  of  hereditary  right  en- 

*  joyed  all  indulgencies  :  That  he  mentioned  thefe 

*  things  on  no  uncertainties,  having  been  an  eye- 

*  witnefs  of  them  himfelf,  and  it  having  fallen  to 
'  his  fhare  to  bear  fome  part  in  them  :  That  this 
'  was  one  of  the  mod  fuccefsful  parts  of  the  fcheme 

*  of  thofe  who  had  fixed  their  eyes  on  the  Prcten- 

*  der  :  That  the  houfe  need  not  be  told  how  far  it 

*  had  operated  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Proteftant 
«  fuccefllon.     That  he  could  give  many  other  in- 

*  ftances  of  this  kind  j  all  which  promoted  the  fame 

*  end.     The   grofs  diftinclions   that    were  coined 

*  to  elude  the  oaths  that  had  been  made  for  the  fecu- 
'  rity  of  the  government ;  the  endeavours  that  were 
^  ufed  to  poiTefs  the  people  with  falfe  fears  of  the 

*  danger  of  the  church  y  and  the  little  care  that  was 

*  taken,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  to  inftil  into  the 
'  youth  of  the  kingdom,  fuch  principles  as  were  con- 
«  ftftent   with  the  true  intereft  cither  of  church  or 

*  ftate.  That  he  looked  upon  thefe  things  which 
'  he  had  mentioned,  to  be  the  foundation  of  the 
'-  fcheme  that  was  now,  by  this  rebellion,  carrying 
'  on  into  execution ;  and  he  owned,  that  in  this  re- 
^  fpedl,  the  authors  of  it  were  wife  in  their  gene- 
^  ration  ',  for  by  thefe  arts,  the  very  principle  on 

*  which  the  Proteftant  fuccefllon  is  founded,  was 
<  fliaken  ;  and  tho'  the  methods  of  doing  it,  were 

*  bafe  and  vile,  yet  the  difiTatisfaflion  and  uneafl- 

*  nefs  that  was  created  by  them  in  the  minds  of  the 

*  people,  made  way  for  the  change  that  was  de- 

*  fired. 

'  That  he  craved  leave  of  the  houfe,  to  put  them  in 
'  mind  of  other  parts  of  this  fcheme,  that  were  carry- 
'  ing  on  at  the  fame  time.     The  enemies  to  the  pre- 

*  fent  government  judging  aright  for  their  own  pur-- 

^  pofc, 
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*  pofe,  by  all  methods  to  attack  the  confciences  of 

*  the  people,  as  to  the  legality  and  juflice  of  the 
'  lettlemenc  of  the  crown  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^ 

*  they  thought  it  neceflary,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
«  difable,  as  far  as  they  could,  thofe  perfons  who 

*  had  been  molt  remarkable  for  their  fervices  in  the 

*  fupporc  of  it.     That  the  great  effort  was  made  at 

<  that  great  man  *,  who  is  not  only  the  honour  and 
«  ornament  of  his  country,  but  the  glory  of  the  age 
'  he  lives  in.    He  added,  he  thought  he  fliould  not 

*  be  fufpedted  of  flattery  at  this  time,  nor  as  he  be- 

*  lieved,   at  any    time,  with  refped  to  that  great 

<  man.     That  many  v/ho  then  heard  him,  remem- 

*  bered  the  part  he  took  in  vindication  of  that  great 

<  man,  whilft  his  character  was  under  debate  in  this 
'  houfe.     That  he  could  not  forget  the  rage  and  in- 

*  veteracy  with  which  he  was  purfued  ;  nor  how 

*  much  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  obtaining  the  cenfures  of 

*  Parliament  upon  him  :  That  the  afperfions  then 

<  thrown  upon  him,  did  not  hurt  that  great  man  ; 

*  and  whatever  endeavours  may  at  any  time  be  ufed 

*  to  leffen  him,  will  hurt  none  but  thofe  that  fhall  pro- 

*  mote  them  ;  but  yet  thofe  vain  endeavours  were  a 

<  very  ufeful  part  of  the  fcheme  then  carrying  on. 

<  'Twas  a  necelTary  ftep  for  thofe  men  to  put  him  out 
«  of  the  way,  whofe  very  nameand  appearance,  at  that 

*  time,  would  have  been  fufficient  to  raife  armies  in 

*  favour  of  the  Proteftant  fjccefTion,  and  the  liberties 
'  of  his  country  :  But  he  could  not  but  obferve, 
'  that  as  ferviceabie  as  it  was  for  the  meafures  of  thofe 

*  men  to  wound  his  character,  'twas  now  a  reproach 

<  to  the  kingdom,  that  thofe  groundlefs  afperfions^ 
*■  which  had  been  call  upon  him,  fliould  remain 
'  upon  the  journals  of  Parliament.     That  another 

*  great  Lord  f  fell  under  the  violence  of  thofe 

'  times, 

*  The  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
f  Ths  Lord  Vifcoiint  Townlhend. 
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*  times,  whofe  profecution  was  attended  with  un- 
'  common  fury.     That  himfeif  had  fome  fhare  in 

*  juilitying  that  great  man  in  this  houfe,  when  he 

*  was  voted  an  enemy  to  his  country.  That  he  ob- 
'  ferved  at  that  time,  and  the  event  has  made  it 
'  evident,  that  the  barrier  was  but  the  pretence,  and 

*  the  great  fervices  he  had  done  to  the  Proteftant 

*  fucceflion,  was  the  true  provocation  which  drew 

*  that  rage  upon  him.     That  two  other  honourable 

*  gentlemen  *,  then  fitting  near  him,  had  felt  the 
'  fcverity  of  thofe  times  ♦,  they  had  diftinguifhed 
'  themfelves  by  their  zeal  and  tirmnefs  to  the  true 

*  interefl  of  their  country,  and  were  too  confide- 
'  rable  to  efcape  the  malice  of  thofe  who  had  other 

*  views.     That  thofe  proceedings,  hov/  uncertain 

*  foever  the  defign  of  them  might  appear  while  they 

*  were  tranfading,  have  been  fufficiently  explain- 
'  ed  by  what  has  followed.  That  the  name  of 
'  that  General,  for  whofe  immediate  fervice  the 
«  great  man  firft  mentioned,  was  blemilhed,  and  for 

*  whom  there  was  vanity  enough  to  make  him  his 

*  rival,  is  now  become  the  reproach  of  his  family 

*  and  country  :  He  avows  the  fervice  of  the  Pre- 
'  tender,  and  e'er  long  we  may  hear  of  him  at  the 
'  head  of  an  expedition  for  eftablifhing  Popery  and 
'  arbitrary  power.  That  the  Secretary  of  ftate, 
'  v/ho  diflinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  purfuit  of  the 
'  other  great  Lord,  has  fufficiently  explained  his  de^ 

*  iigns  to  the  whole  world  :  And  the  next  tidings 
'  that  we  may  exped;  from  abroad,  is,  that  he  has 
'  taken  upon  him  the  charadcr  of  a  Minifter  to  the 
'  Pretender.  That  he  looked  upon  this  {tneaning 
'  the  difahllng  the  great  ajferters  of  the  Proteftant  in- 
'  tereft)  to  be  a  fecond,  and  no  fmail  part  of  the 
'  fcheme;  and  while  theie  things  were  carrying  on, 
'  their  little  engines  and  tools  were   carrying  on 

*  their  work  below  flairs  f .    That  every  man  who 

*  favoured  the  Hanover  fucceflion,  was  to  be  wor- 

*  ried, 
*  Mr,  Stanhope  fvd  Mr.  Walpole.        f  Weftminfter-halL 
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'  ried,  and  all  open  and  fcandalous  afTertors  of  con- 

*  trary  principles,  were  treated  with  all  the  care  and 

*  tendernefs  of  friends. 

'  Charters  of  corporations    were  attacked  in  a 

*  more  unprecedented  and  dangerous  manner,  than 

*  in  former  times,  when  practices  of  that  kind  were 
<  moft  juftly  complained  of,  and  no  flone  was  left 

*  unturned  to  flrengthen  themfelves  in  that  refped:. 

*  That  he  would  not  then  trouble  the  houfe  any 

*  more  upon  that  head,  having  fome  thoughts,  e'er 

*  long,  to  prefent  them  with  a  fmall  colleftion  of 

*  things  of  that  kind,  for  their  ferious  confideration. 
'  That  the  m after- ftrokes  of  this  grand  fcheme 

'  were  yet  behind  :  That  the  fureft  way  to  deftroy 

*  the  government,  has  been  always  thought  to  be 

*  by  its  own  hands,  that  is,  by  the  authority  and 

*  power  of  Parliament.  For  this  purpofe  a  confe- 
«  deracy,  by  which  the  liberties  of  Europe  had  been 
'  fo  long  fuftained  againft  the  power  of  France^ 
'  was  broke  to  pieces  by  votes  that  were  obtained  in 

*  this  houfe  in  the  moft  extraordinary  manner.  That 

*  the  honour  of  the  nation,  the  balance  of  power, 
'  and  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  Europe^  were  effedlu- 

*  ally  given  up  in  the  negociations  and  concjufioii 

*  of  the  peace,  by  which  France  was  reftored  to  its 
'  ancient  and  formidable  ftate  ;  and  every  body  re- 

*  membered  how  near  they  were,  by  the  fame  in- 
'  fluences,  to  have  given  up  the  whole  trade  of  the 
'  nation,  to  the  intereft  of  the  French  King  •,  who, 
'  after  that,  had  no  fuitable  return  left  for  him  to 

*  make  for  fuch  fervices,  but  to  beftow  upon  them 

*  a  Pretender,  bred  up  in  his  own  faith,  and  in  his 

*  own  politics.     That  nothing  could  have  obftruc- 

*  ted  this,  but  the  many   miraculous  providences 

*  that    immediately    followed,     when    his   power 

*  throughout  £«r^/>^  v/as  inconteftable  ^  and,  by  the 

*  meafures  that  had  been  taken,  the  Proteftant  fuc- 
'  ceflion  had  fcarce  a  friend  left  in  the  world. 

Vol.  VI.  Bb  '  That 
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<  That  the  King's  acceffion  to  the  throne,  accom- 
«  panied  by  fo  many  providential  circumftances, 

<  as  it  difappointed  the  immediate  execution  of 
«  the  fcheme,    fo    it   quieted    the  fpirit   of  thofe 

*  men  for  fome  time.     That  if  the  houfe  would 

<  make    a  right  judgnient  of  the   prefent   rebel- 

*  lion,  they  mufl  compare  the  fteps  that  imme- 
«  diately    preceded     it,     with     thofe    that    were 

*  taken  in  the  laft  reign,  when  the  hope  was  to  have 
'  brought  about  the  fame  end  without  a  ftroke : 

*  That  the  fame  endeavours  foon  appeared  to  pro- 

*  pagate  the  fame  principles,  both  in  church  and 

*  ftate ',  and  thofe  endeavours,  though  at  firft  not 

*  fo  open,  were  yet  as  reftlefs  to  create  diffatisfafti- 
'  on  againfl  his  Majefty's  government,  as  they  had 
'  been  before  to  prevent  its  taking  place.  As  the 
'  encouragement  grew  flronger,  tumults  and  riots 
'  were  univerfally  fomented  *,  and  it  was  well  known 

*  from  what  quarter  they  rofe,  and  againft  whom 

*  they  were  levelled  ;  but  yet  no  one  inftance  has 

*  been  afTigned,  throughout  his  adminiftration,  that 

*  could  offend  or  provoke  any  but  a  Jacobite  fpirit. 

'  That  his  Majefty  has  done  more  for  the  honour 

*  of  the  Church,  and  the  true  intereft  of  his  king- 

*  dom,  than  any  of  his  predeceffors,  in  three  times 

*  the  number  of  years:  That  his  perfonal  virtues, 

*  and  the  wifdom  and  fceadinefs  of  his  government 

*  have  retrieved  the  honour  and  reputation  of  his 

*  kingdoms,    which  had  been  fo  fhamefully  loft  : 

*  That  his  weight  and  influence  abroad,  and  the 

*  credit  he  has  obtained  in  all  the  known  parts  of  the 

*  world,  have  already  procured  the  fettlement  of  the 

*  matters  in  difference  between  the  two  chief  powers 
^  0^^ Europe,  from  whom  alone  we  can  exped  affiftance 

*  in  times  of  danger.  That  no  fingle  inftance  can  be 

*  afligned  of  hardftiip  or  oppreflion  to  any  one  of  his 

*  fubje<5ls,  or  that  can  give  a  juft  reafon  of  diffatif- 
'  fa^ion  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  thofe  who  have 
^  fliewn  the  greateft  averfion  to  his  government, 

«  have 
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'  have  received  the  kindeft  invitations,    and  en- 

*  joyed  the  higheft  indulgences  from  him.     That 

*  if  any  errors  may  have  been  committed  in  any 

*  partsof  the  adminiftration,  during  the  prefentdif- 

*  orders,  every  honeft  man  ought  to  judge  of  them 
'  by  this  one  rule,  that  is,  the  plain  defign  for 
«  which  all  meafures  are  calculated,  which  every 
'  body  mud   admit  to  be  the  prefervation  of  the 

*  Proteftant  fucccflion :  That  all  incidents  of  fuch 

*  an  adminiftration,  ought  to  be  covered  or  juftify- 

*  ed  by  the  intereft  that  fhall  appear  to  be  carried 

*  on  throughout  the  whole  ;  that  by  the  fame  rule 
'  of  juftice,  when  the  deftrudlion  of  the  common 

*  intereft  was  the  plain  intention  of  the  late  admini- 

*  ftr^tion,  and  the  greateft  weight  ought  to  be  laid 

*  on  every  little  circumftance  that  attended,  in  order 

*  to  obtain  a  public  fatisfad:icn.  That  by  taking  in 
'  all  thefe  confiderations,  he  thought  the  houfe  would 

*  make  a  full  and  right  judgment  of  the  nature  of 

*  this  rebellion,  from  whence  it  took  its  rife,  how 

*  deep  it  had  taken  root,  to  what  influences  it  was 

*  owing,  and  how  far  it  extended  :  That  the  part 

*  the  Lord  Bitrwentwater  and  others,  had  taken  in 

*  it,  were  to  be  confidered  as  the  firft  fymptoms  of 

*  that  general  diforder,  for  which  fo  much   foun- 

*  dation  was  laid  -,  for  which  reafon,  he  thought  that 

*  the  houfe  could  not  confider  this  otherwife  than  as 

*  the  cafe  of  the  nation,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner. 

'  That  in  juftice  to  the  King,    as   well   as  to 

^  the  People,  they   ought  to   take  this  into  their 

*  own  hands,  and  not  to  entruft  the  profecution  of 

*  it  with  any  body  but  themfelves.    That  every  bo- 

*  dy  knew  to  what  hazards  profecutions,  in  the  or- 

*  dinary  courfe  of  juftice,  v/ere  liable,  though  they 
'  were   never  fo  well   concerted   by    thofe    whofe 

*  bufinefs  it  was  to  carry  them  on  :  But  how  fure 

*  foever  the  fuccefs  might  be,  in  a  cafe  fo  notorious 
^  as  this,  yet  it  was  obvious  to  every  body,  of  what 

B  b  2  *  different 
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diiFerent  weight  and  influence  the  profecutions  of 
Par  ha  men  t  were,  from  thofe  in  the  ordinary- 
forms.  That  he  owned  he  was  furprized  that 
any  meafures  had  been  taken  of  that  kind,  againft 
the  Peers  who  had  been  t^ken  in  open  rebellion, 
fitting  a  Parliament  which  had  fliewn  fo  much 
zeal,  and  had  contributed  fo  much  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  government,  efpecially  at  a  time 
when  the  crown  on  the  King's  head  was  fighting 
for.  That  he  very  well  knew,  that  though  the 
houfe  of  Commons  right  of  impeaching  criminals 
was  unlimited,  yet  they  would  exercife  that  power 
by  the  rules  of  wifdom  and  difcretion,  and  not 
engage  in  trivial  matters,  but  in  fuch  only,  where 
the  offenders  were  not  within  the  reach  of  the 
ordinary  juftice,  or  the  nature  of  their  crimes 
fuch  as  were  not  fit  to  be  meddled  with  by  the 
ordinary  jurifdidlions.  That  the  cafe  of  the  Lords 
taken  in  rebellion,  was  indeed  notorious,  and  of 
which  the  proof  would  be  eafy  ;  but  though  not 
from  the  difficulty  of  the  profecution,  yet  from 
the  weight  and  confequence  of  it,  he  thought,  he 
need  fay  little  more  to  convince  the  houfe,  and 
make  it  their  profecution,  by  which  they  engag- 
ed every  commoner  in  Great -Britain^  as  an  im- 
mediate party  againft  thole  who  had  carried  a  war 
into  the  bowels  of  the  kingdom.  That  no  in- 
ftance  ever  had  ri fen  in  the  Englifi  hiliory  where 
their  anceftors  had  permitted  a  profecution  of  this 
kind,  againft  the  chief  a6lors,  to  be  carried  any 
where  but  in  full  Parliament.  That  the  five  Po- 
piUi  Lords  were  purfued  by  the  loud  voice  and 
weight  of  the  Commons  of  England  ;  and  though 
at  that  time  i\\^  nation  was  in  peace,  they  would 
not  permit  the  fate  of  thole  profecutions  to  de- 
pend on  die  care  or  fkill  of  thofe  v/ho  are  verfed 
in  the  ordinary  forms  of  juftice  •,  and  their  fuccefs 
was  anfv/erablc 

*  That 
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'  That   he    owned  his  defire,   upon   all   occa- 
fions,  to  raife  the  honour  and  authority  of  Parha- 
ments,  which  he  thought  the  greateft  fupport  of 
the  honour  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  : 
For  which  reafon,  he  took  this  occafion  to  fpeak 
more  fully  to  the  nature  of  impeachments,  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  he  apprehended  fome  Gentlemen 
had  miftaken  notions  concerning  them  :  That  the 
power  of  impeachments  was  the  moil  valuable  and 
ufeful  privilege  that  belonged  to  the  body  of  the 
Commons,  at  leafb  equal  to  that  of  giving  money^ 
which  belongs  folely  to  them.     That  Gendemen 
need  not  be  apprehenfive  of  any  intricacies  in  thofe 
proceedings,   efpecially  at  a  time,  and  upon  an 
occafion,  when  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  coHCur- 
rence  of  both  houfes.     That  the  impeachments 
were  in  themfelves  more  plain,  regular,   and  dif- 
entangled,  than  any  other  forms  of  juflice.     That 
they  were  particularly  excepted  out  of  the  late 
flatute  of  treafons,  which  had  very  much  fettered 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  proceedings.     That  im- 
peachments were  never  made  difficult,  but  when 
they  were  carried  on  againft  the  inclination  of  the 
crown,  or  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  good  un- 
derftanding  between  the  two  houfes  ;   when  little 
occafions  might  be  fought  to  raife  difputes,  and 
interrupt  them  ^  or  elfe  when  they  are  undertaken, 
before  they  are  well  confidered  -,  which  could  not 
be  the  prefent  cafe.     That  there  was  another  rea- 
fon, which  upon  this  occafion  fhould  determine 
Gentlemen  into  this  method  ;  he  meant  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  judgment  that  fhould  be  obtained 
againfl  thofe  Lords  ;   he  afTerted  it  as  his  clear 
opinion,  and  which  he  thought  he  could  main- 
tain, that  no  pardon  under  the  great  feal  could 
difcharge  a  judgment  obtained  upon  the  impeach- 
ment of  the  Commons :  Tliat  this  opinion  had 
been  flrenuoufly  aflerted  in  this  houfe  in  former 
reigns  •,  and  he  thought  it  not  weakened  by  the 
R  b  3  t  decla^ 
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*  declaration  in  the  a6l  of  fettlement  of  the  crown 

*  upon  the  houfe  of  Hanover. 

'  That  he  had  heard  of  a  very  new  diilindion  that 

*  had  been  coined  without  doors,  to  avoid  this  opini- 
'  on^viz.Tbal  the  pardon  vms  not  pleadable  in  bar  of  the 
«  impeachnent^and  to  prevent  theCommons  from  examin- 
'  ing  into  tbecffence\  but  that  it  'ujas  pleadable  after  judg- 
<^  ment  and  in  bar  of  execution.  That  whenever  that 
«  queftion  fliould  come  properly  before  them,    he 

*  undertook  to  fliew  the  idlenefs  and  abfurdity  of 
'  that  diflinclion  \  tiiat  if  that  diftindion  was  fram- 

*  ed  to  make  court  to  the  prerogative,  he  thought 

*  it  the  moil  falfe  and  dellrudive  piece  of  flattery 

*  of  the  kind,  that  ever  had  been  raifed.     That  it 

*  was  the  greatell  eafe,  fecurity,  and  fupport  of  the 

*  crown,  in  his  opinion,  inftead  of  any  diminution 
'  of  it,  that  no  fuch  power  fliould  be  lodged  there, 

*  to  be  exercifed  on  any  occafion,   to  prevent   the 

*  pofTibility  of  the  crown's  being  wrought  upon  by 

*  any  influences  to  defeat  the  judgment  given  in  full 

*  Parliament,  with  the  concurrence  of  both  houfes, 

*  againfl:  the  highefl:  offenders  ;  which  muit  inevita- 

*  bly  create   the  greatefl:  jealoufy,   and  caufe   the 

*  highefl;  diflTatisfadlions  between  the  crown  and  the 

*  people  :    For  this  reafon,  he  took   it  to  be  the 

*  greatefl:  advantage  to  the  crown,  that  the  confti- 

*  tution  of  the  kingdom  had  not,    as  he  thought, 

*  invefled  it  with  any  fuch  power  ;  and,  on  the  other 

*  flde,  it  would  clearly  appear,  that  fuch  a  power 

*  was  utterly  inconfiflent  with  the  fundamental  rights 

*  of  Parliament.     That  he  owned  he  was  furprized 

*  to  hear,  that  any  fuch  diftinftion  Ihould  be  ftart- 
«  ed  at  this  time  :  But  if  the  law  was  as  he  appre- 
'  hended  it  to  be,  it  was  the  ftrongeft  reafon  for  the 
'  Commons  to  interpofe  in  this  profecution,  to  de- 

*  fend  the  crovs^n  from  the  many  importunities  to 
"•  which  it  would  be  fubjed;  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
^  of  jufl:ice^  and  that  the  weight  of  the  profecution, 

^  and 
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and  the  confequences  of  it,  ftiould  be  borne  by 
the  Commons,  as  it  ought  to  be  in  a  cafe  fo  na- 
tional as  this.  ,  , 
'  That  if   Gentlemen   wanted    any  other  mo- 
tives to  induce  them  to  make  this  proiecution 
tlieir     own,     he    had    a    paper    in   his   hand, 
which  would  fire  the  thoughts  of  every  Gentle- 
man there,  meaning  the  Pretender's  declaration : 
That  no  body  could  read,  without  the  utmolt  in- 
dignation, theperfonal  indignities  that  were  there- 
in caft  upon  the  beftof  Princes,  whofe  title  to  the 
crown,  they  were  bound  by  all  the  ties  of  duty, 
affeclion,  and   intereft,   to  maintain.     That  the 
houfe  could  do  no  lefs  than  refent  this  fo  tar, 
as  to  make  themfelves  the  profecutors  ot  thole 
wl>o  avowed  this  caufe  of  the  Pretender,  and  iet 
themfelves  at  the  head  of  armies,  in  the  heart  ot 
the  King's  dominions.     That  in  this  paper,   the 
'houfe  would  fee  how  they  were  treated  themle  ves : 
That  they  were  reprefented  as  the  mod  illegal  and 
infamous  affembly  of  men  that  ever  met  together. 
That  thefe  confiderations  ought  in  juftice  to  ani- 
m.ate  and  invigorate  their  proceedings  in  every  re- 
fpeft,  till  the  inveteracy  and  infolence  of  the  ene- 
my were  entirely  fubdued  :  That  he  did  notttenk 
that  the  proceedings  of  this  houfe  ought,  in  any 
cafe,  to  be  governed  by  vindiftive  confiderations, 
but  by  fuch  circumttances  only,  as  from  their  real 
weight  and  confequence  called  for  the  interpofition 
of  the  Commons  :    That  he  was  fenfible  that  the 
Commons  had  a  great  work  upon  their  hands, 
upon  other  impeachments,  which  they  had  thought 
fit  to  enter  upon,  and  which  were  ftiU  depending  5 
that  he  knew  alfo  what  fituation  thefe  impeach- 
ments were  in  •,  and  hoped  they  would  be  refum- 
ed  and  carried  on,    in  due  feafon,  with  the  feme 
vigour  with  which  they  were  undertaken  :    Itiat 
he  likewife  believed,  that  the  nation  expedted 
that  their  enquiries  upon  that  head  Ihould  be  ex- 
^               B  b  4  !  tended 
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^  tended,  and  appear  to  be  impartial,  it  not  being 
'  poflible  that  a  greater  difhonour  could  be  brought, 
'  or  an  heavier  imputation  cad  upon  the  proceed- 

*  ings  of  that  houfe,  than  that  of  partiaUty,  which 

*  could  not  fail  to  fink  their  credit,  and  to  prevent 
'  all  the  good  effecfts  that  were  hoped  and  expeded 

*  from  them  :    However,  he  concluded,  that  every 

*  Gentleman  would  agree  with  him,  that  the  pre- 
'  fent  fituation  and  conjun6lure  of  affairs  made  it 
^  necelfary  to  give  the  preference  to  thofe  Lords 

*  who  had  been  taken   in  open  rebellion  :    And 

*  thereupon  he  impeached  James  Earl  of  Derwent- 

*  water  of  high-treafon  j  which  impeachment  he 
^  undertook  to  make  good.' 

Upon  this,  the  houfe  refolved  to  impeach  the 
faid  Earl  of  high  treafon  ;  as  they  did  likewife, 
upon  the  motions  feverally  made  by  Mr.  Ptdtney^ 
Mr.  Bofcawen^  Mr.  Ha^npden^  the  Lord  Finch^  the 
Earl  of  Hertford^  and  Mr.  Worthy^  to  impeach  of 
the  fame  crime  William  Lord  Widdrington^  William 
Earl  of  Nithifdale^  George  Earl  of  W'lntoun^  Robert 
Earl  of  Carnwath^  William  Vifcount  Kenmure^  and 
William  Lord  Nairn.  Then  Mr.  Lechmere^  and 
the  other  fix  members,  in  purfuance  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  houfe,  carried  up  an  impeachment  to 
the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  which  was  conceiv- 
ed in  the  words  following,  viz. 

My  Lords, 

'jn  H  E  Commons  «?/ Great- Britain  /;;  Parliament  af- 

femhled^  having  received  information  of  divers  trea- 

fins  committed  by  a  great  Peer  of  this  houfe^   James 

Ecirl  of  Derwentwater,  have  commanded  me  to  im- 

^each  the  faid  James  Earl  of  Derwentwater  of  high 

treafon  :  And  I  do  here.,  in  their  names^  and  in  the 

names  cf  all  the  Commons  ^/Great-Britain,  impeach 

the  faid  JdimQs  £^r/^/ Derwentwater  ^/high-treafon. 
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And  I  am  farther  commanded  hy  the  houfe  of  Com-- 
mons^  to  ac(fuaint  your  Lordfhips^  that  they  will^  with 
all  convenient  fpeed^  exhibit  articles  to  make  good  the 
charge  againjl  hitru 

The  other  fix  impeachments  were  In  the  fame 
form,  but  with  this  difference,  that  the  epithet  of 
great  was  given  only  to  the  Earl  of  Berwentwater 
and  the  Lord  Widdrington^  who  were  Peers  of  Eng- 
land *,  and  the  title  of  a  Peer  of  this  realm  to  each 
of  the  five  others,  who  were  Peers  of  Scotland. 

The  feven  impeaching  members  being  returned 
to  the  houfe,  and  having  reported  what  they  had 
done,  a  Committee  was  appointed,  (of  which  Mr. 
Lechmere  was  chairman)  and  ordered  to  withdraw 
immediately  into  the  Speaker's  chamber,  to  draw 
up  articles  of  impeachment  againfl  the  feven  im- 
peached Lords. 

Thcfe  articles,  with  all  the  proceedings  in  profe- 
cution  of  them,  being  in  mod  peoples  hands,  and 
the  iflue  of  them  well  known  to  every  body,  it  will 
probably  be  agreeable  to  the  generality  of  our  rea- 
ders, that  we  have  pafied  this  matter  over,  and  pro- 
ceed to  an  affair,  in  the  determination  of  which,  the 
wifeft  and  greateit  men  of  the  nation  difagreed,  and 
which  has  been  the  fubje(5l  of  much  political  difpute 
ever  fince.  What  I  mean  is,  the  debate  concerning 
the  triennial  a£l. 

The  a6l  for  preventing  the  continuance  of  the 
fame  Parliament  for  a  longer  term  than  three  years, 
commonly  called  the  triennial  a5t^  was  paflfed  in  the 
late  King  TVilliam^s  reign ;  and  had  continued  m 
force  till  now,  without  any  attempt  to  repeal  it. 
But  the  prevailing  difaffedlion  to  the  prefent  govern 
ment,  which  appeared  among  the  populace  during 
the  late  rebellion,  and  for  fome  time  before,  gave 
thofe  a  very  plaufible  pretence  for  repealing  it,  who 
would  otherwife  have  fcarcely  had  the  hardinefs  to 

propofe 
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propofe  a  thing  fo  exceedingly  unpopular,  efpecialJy 

among  the  Whigs, 

A  motion  in      On  the  10th  of  Jpril^    the  Duke  of  Bevonfhire 

Lords  for  re-  oiade  a  fpcech  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  in  which  he 

^u'!maua  reprefented  the  inconveniencies  that  attend  the  trien- 

nial  eledlions  of  members  of  Parliament ;    particu- 

Dakeof  ^  larly,   '  that  they  ferve  only  to  keep  up  party-divi- 

fpeechi  '^^  '  fions,    and  to  raife  and  foment  feuds  and  animo- 

<  fities  in  private  families  :  That  befides,  they  occa- 

'  fion  ruinous  expences,    and  give  a  handle  to  the 

'  cabals  and    intrigues   of  foreign  Princes:    That 

*  therefore  it  was  becoming  of  the  wifdom  of  that 

*  auguft  aflembly,  to  apply  a  proper  remedy  to  an 
^  evil  which  might  be  attended  with  the  mod  dan- 
'  getous  confequenccs,  efpecially  in  the  prefent  tem- 

*  per  of  the  nation ;  for  though  the  rebellion  was 
'  happily  fupprefled,  yet  the  fpirit  of  it  remained 
'  unconquered,  and  feemed  only  to  wait  for  an  op- 

*  porrunity  to  fhew  itfelf  with  more  violence  :  That 

*  the  eledion  of  a  nev/  Parliament,    which  by  the 

*  triennial  acl  was  not  fir  off,    being  the  moft  fa- 

*  vourable  junfture  which  the  difaffeded  could  ex- 
'  pe6t,  he  thought  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  deprive 
'  them  of  it :    For  which  purpofe,  he  had  a  bill  to 

*  offer  to  the  houfe,    for  enlarging  the  continuance 

*  of  Parliaments  -,  and  at  the  fame  time  he  moved 
'  it  might  be  read.'  He  was  feconded  by  the  Earl 
of  Rockingham^  and  backed  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle^ 
the  Earl  of  Dorfet^  the  Lord  Townjhend^  &c.  The 
Duke  of  Buckingham^  the  Lord  Trevor,  the  Earls 
o{ Nottingham  and  Aylesford^  and  feveral  other  Peers, 
though  they  did  not  dire6lly  oppofe  the  bill,  yet 
they  made  long  fpeeches  for  putting  off  the  reading 
of  it  to  another  time:  They  did  not  deny,  but  that 
every  meniber  of  that  houfe  had  the  privilege  of 
offering  what  bill  he  thought  fit  •,  but  that  the  houfe 

^  was  like  wife  at  liberty  either  to  read  it  or  not,    as 
they  thought  eonvenient  i  and  that  the  matter  which 

the 
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the  Duke  of  Devon Jhire  had  propofed,  was  of  fo 
high  a  nature,  that  it  will  deferve  to  be  maturely 
weighed  and  confidered,  before  there  were  any  de- 
bates upon  it  •,  and  therefore  they  moved,  that  the 
bill  might  lie  fome  days  upon  the  table,  before  the 
firfl  reading.  The  Lords  who  were  for  reading  it 
prefently,  anfwered  them,  that  it  was  far  from 
their  thoughts  to  offer  at  the  carrying  any  thing  by 
furprize  :  That  by  the  ordinary  method  of  proceed- 
ing, every  member  had  fufficient  time  to  weigh  and 
confider  what  was  offered  to  the  houfe.  And  the 
Earl  of  Borfet  propofed,  That  after  the  bill  had 
been  once  read,  the  fecond  reading  fhould  be  put 
off  to  the  Saturday  following ;  to  which  the  whole 
houfe  agreed.  Accordingly  it  was  then  read  the 
firfl  time,  and  is  as  follows  : 

^n  ACT  for  enlarging  the  time  for  continuance 
of  Parliaments^  appointed  by  an  a6i  made  in 
the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of  Ki?ig  William 
and  ^een  Mary,  i?itituled.  An  ad:  for  th© 
frequent  meeting  of  Parliaments. 

WHEREAS  in  and  by  an  ad  of  Parlia- 
ment made  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of 
their  late  Majeflies  King  William  and  Queen  Mary^ 
of' ever  blefTed  memory,  intituled.  An  a^  for  the 
frequent  meeting  a/nd  calling  of  Parliaments^  it  was, 
among  other  things,  enabled,  That  from  thence- 
forth no  Parliament  whatfoever^  that  Jhould  at  any 
time  then  after  he  called^  affemhled^  or  held^  fhould 
have  any  continuance  longer  than  for  three  years  only 
at  the  far  thefts  to  be  accounted  from  the  day  on  whichy 
hy  the  writ  of  fummons^  the  faid  Parliament  Jhould 
he  appointed  to  meet :  And  whereas  it  hath  been 
found,  by  experience,  that  the  faid  claufe  hath 
proved  v^ry  grievous  aiid  burthenfome,  by  occa- 

fioning 
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fioning  much  greater  and  more  continued  expences, 
in  order  to  eledlions  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  more  violent  and  lafting  heats  and  ani- 
mofities  among  the  fubjedls  of  this  realm,  than  were 
ever  known  before  the  faid  claufe  was  enafted  ;  and 
the  faid  provifion,  if  it  Ihould  continue,  may  pro- 
bably, at  this  jundlure,  when  a  reftlefs  and  Popifh 
fadlion  are  defigning  and  endeavouring  to  renew  the 
rebellion  within  this  kingdom,  and  an  invafion  from 
abroad,  be  deftrudive  to  the  peace  and  fecurity 
of  the  government :  Be  it  enabled  by  the  King's  moft 
excellent  Majefly,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 

in  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  fame,  that  this  prefent  parliament, 
and  all  Parliaments  that  fhall  at  any  time  here- 
after be  called,  aflembled,  or  held,  fhall  and  may 
refpedbively  have  continuance  for  years 

and  no  longer,  to  be  accounted  from  the  day  on 
which,  by  the  writ  of  fummons,  this  prefent  Par- 
liament hath  been,  or  any  future  Parliaments  /liall 
be  appointed  to  meet,  unlefs  this  prefent,  or  awy 
fuch  Parliament  hereafter  to  be  fummoned,  Ihall 
be  fooner  diflblved  by  his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  or 
fucceffors. 

This  bill  being,  according  to  order,  read  a  fe- 
cond  time  on  the  i4.th  of  Jpri I,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor put  the  queftlon.  Whether  it  fhould  be  com- 
mitted ?  upon  which,  there  arofe  a  warm  debate, 
which  lafted  from  about  two  till  feven  in  the  after- 
noon :  The  fpeakers  againft,  and  for  the  bill,  were 
as  follows. 

Againft  the  bill :  For  the  bill : 

Earl  of  Abingdon,  Duke  of  Kingfton* 

Earl  of  Poulet,  Earl  of  Borfet, 

Lord  Tnvor.  Lord  Carteret, 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Buckingham,  Earl  of  Cholmondley, 

Lord  Foley,  Duke  of  Newcaftk, 

Earl  of  Aylesford,  Earl  of  Hay, 

Earl  of  Peterborough,  Duke  of  Argyle, 

'Ea.rl  of  NoUingham.  ILordi  Parker, 

Duke  of  Shrewsbury.  Lord  Cowper. 

Earl  of  Aylesford. 
Bifhop  of  London, 
Earl  of  Anglefey. 
Duke  of  Buckingham, 

The  firft  noble  Peer  who  fpoke  againfl  the  bill, 
faid,  '  That  it  was  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature, 
'  fince  it  repealed  the  triennial  ad,  which  the  peo- 

*  pie  juftly  looked  upon  as  the  great  fecurity  of 
'  their  rights  and  liberties ;   and  if  it  pafTed  this 

*  houfe  and  the  Commons  agreed  to  it,  it  would, 

*  on  their  part,  be  a  breach  of  that  truft  which  was 

*  repofed  in  them  by  thofe  whom  they  reprefented.* 
The  latter  part  of  this  aflertion  was  denied  by  the 
Duke  that  fpoke  next,  who  urged,  '  That  the  bu- 

*  finefs  of  the  legiflature  was  to  redlify  old  laws,  as 

*  well  as  to  make  new  ones.'  The  Peer  who  fpoke 
next  was  againfl  the  bill,  and  declared,  '  That  he 

*  would  have  been  for  it,  if  he  thought  it  for  the 
'  King's  fervice  and  intereft ;  but  that  before  they 
'  went  any  farther  in  fo  important  an  affair,  fome 
'  methods  lliould  be  ufed  to  knew  the  fentiments 

*  of  the  nation.'  His  Lordfhip  urged,  '  That  this 
^  bill  Ihewed  a  diflrufl  of  the  affedlions  of  the  peo- 
'  pie,  without  which,  no  King  can  be  either  fafe 
'  or  eafy  :  That  King  IVilliam  gained  the  hearts  of 

*  his  fubjedls  by  the  triennial  ad  •,  and  it  would  look 
'  fomewhat  flrange,  that  the  moft  popular  of  our 

*  laws  fhould  be  repealed  a  year  after  the  proteflant 

*  fuccefTion  took  place.'  After  this,  he  endeavour- 
ed to  anfwer  what  was  fuggefted  in  fupport  of  this 
bill,  wz,   \ji^  That  the  frequent  eledions  occafion 

ruinous 
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ruinous  expences  ;  2dly^  That  they  raife  a  great 
ferment,  and  foment  animofities,  which  are  of  the 
moil  dangerous  confequence  after  the  late  rebelHon  ; 
and  '^dly\  That  they  obftruft  foreign  alliances.  He 
faid,  '  That  no  ftrefs  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  firft 
'  of  thofe  objections,  expences  at  elediions  being  vo- 
'  luntary :  That  as  to  the  fecond,  he  was  forry  there 

*  had  been  a  rebellion,  but  that  nov/  it  was  happily 
«  fupprefled  :  And  as  to  the  third  fuggeftion,  that 
'  that  was  of  no  weight  with  him,  it  being  his  opi- 

*  nion,  that  in  a  matter  which  fo  nearly  concerns 

*  our  conftiturion,  we  ought  to  have  regard  to  our 

*  felvesonly,  and  not  to  foreigners ;  upon  all  which 

*  confiderations,  he  was  againfl  the  committing  of 

*  this  bill.'  A  noble  Earl  fpoke  next,  and  faid, 
among  other  things,  '  That  they  who  now  fpoke 
<  againft  this  bill,  would  be  for  it,  if  it  ferved  their 

*  turn  :  That  the  triennial  a6l  was  a  new  law,  and 

*  an  alteration  of  the  old  confdtution  :  That  the  ex- 

*  perience  of  twenty  years  having  fhewn  a  thoufand 

*  inconi'eniencies   that  attend  that  law,  they  ought 

*  to  apply  a  remedy  to  it :  That  the  faid  law  fowed 

*  the  feeds  of  corruption,  it  being  notorious,  that 

*  great  numbers  of  perfons  had  no  other  livelihood, 
*•  than  by  being  employed  in  bribing  corporations : 

*  That  we  had  lately  made  a  fad  experience  of  it, 

*  fince,  by  thofe  methods,  a  Parliament  was  pro- 

*  cured  by  the  lad  Miniftry,  which  gave  fandion  to 

*  moil  of  their  ill  meafures,  and  went  near  to  give 

*  up  the  trade  and  liberties  of  the  nation :  That 
'  triennial  eleclions  deftroy  all  family  intereil,  and 

*  fjbjec^  our  excellent  conilitution  to  the  caprice  of 

*  the  multitude ;    and,  in  fnort,  that  by  triennial 

*  elcftions,  we  have  but  a  triennial   government, 

*  which  is  little  better  than  no  grovernment  at  all : 

*  For  v/hich  reafons  he  was  for  this  bill.'  Then  a 
Peer  who  was  againft  the  bill,  declared,  '  That  he 

*  had  no  manner  of  prejudice  to  thofe  who  brought 

*  it 
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'  it  in :  That^  on  the  contrary,  he  had  all  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  refpcd:  for  that  noble  Peer  who  offered 
«  it  to  the  houfe  ;  being  fatisfied,  that  he  thought 

*  it  to  be  for  the  infereft  of  his  King  and  Country. 
«  That  as  for  his  own  part,  all  he  ailned  at,  was, 

*  the  prefervation  of  our  excellent  conftitution,  and 
«  that  the  crown  may  fiteafy  upon  the  King's  head, 

*  and  be  for  ever  fecured  to  his  royal  family,  fof 

*  whom  he  profefTed  the  fmcereft  affedion  :  That 
'  the  queflion  now  lying  before  them,  was,  Whe- 
«  ther  the  law  they  were  going  to  make,  tended  to 

*  the  good  or  prejudice  of  the  conflitution  ?  That 
«  he  himfelf  looked  upon  the  triennial  ad  as  an  ef- 

*  fential  part  of  our  ancient  conflitution,  according 

*  to  which,  frequent  and  even  annual  Parliaments 
'  were  to  be  held :  That  he  could  eafily  prove,  that 

*  long  Parliaments  were  always  pernicious :  That 
'  when  King  Charles  I,  had  given  up  his  prerogative 

*  of  difTolving  Parliaments,  in  1640,  hegavehim- 
'  felf  up  into  the  hands  of  traitors,  and  had  nothing 

*  but  deflrudion  to  exped  from  them  :  That  aftev 

*  the  refloration,  King  Charles  II,  that  very  good 

*  Prince,  found  the  inconveniencies  of  a  long  Par- 

*  liament :  That  as  foon  as  the  nation  had  oppor- 

*  tunity,  by   the   revolution,    to   affert   their  juH: 

*  rights  and  liberties,  the  triennial  ad  was  infifted 

*  on,  and  gained,  at  laft,  with  a  great  deal  of  op- 
'  pofition  :  That  there  were  very  good  and  cogent 

*  reafons  for  making  this  law,  viz.  To  fupport  the 

*  conflitution  ;  to  prevent  encroachments,  either  of 

*  Parliaments  on  the  croWn,  or  of  the  crown  on 

*  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  -,  and  to  cor- 

*  red  abufes  and  exorbitances  committed  through 

*  the  ambition   and  avarice  of  Miniflers  :  That  he 

*  would  not  be  thought   to  refled   on  the  prefent 

*  adminiflration  \    but,  that,  in   his  opinion,  fre- 

*  quent  eledions  were  a  neceffary  right  of  the  fub- 

*  jed  to  remedy  abufes  ;  That  for  his  own  part, 

'  he 
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*  he  had  ever  been  againft  the  bill  for  limiting  the 

*  number  of  officers  in  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  but 

*  if  the  triennial  a6l  were  repealed,  he  thought  that 

*  bill  would  become  very  necefTary,  becaufe  the  long 

*  fitting  of  Parliaments  would  give  the  crown  both 

*  an  opportunity  and  temptation  to  multiply  the 

*  number  of  officers :  That  fome  refledlions  had  been 
«  caft  on  the  laft  Parliament  j  but,  that  in  his  opi- 

<  nion,  that  Parliament  was  chofen  by  the  fame 
«  method  as  the  prefent  was,  viz.  by  great  ex- 

*  pences :  That  he  owned  this  to  be  a  great  abufe ; 

*  but  that  laws  might  be  made  to  rectify  the  fame : 

*  That  if  this  bill  pafTed,  how  could  any  member 
«  of  the  other  houfe  exped  to  preferve  his  intereft 

*  with  thofe  who  chofe  him,    when  this  bill  would 

*  certainly  be  interpreted  both  a  violation  of  their 

*  right,    and  a  breach  of  the  truft  repofed  in  him  ? 

<  That  if  this  iioufe  of  Commons  continued  them- 

*  felves  beyond  the  time  for  which  they  were  chofen, 

*  they  were  no  more  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
«  pie,  but  a  houfe  of  their  own  making :    That  he 

*  was  forry  there  were  difcontents  in  the  country  y 
«  but  that  he  apprehended  this  bill  would  rather  in- 

*  creafe  than  abate  them.     He  owned,  that  the  ma- 

*  jority  of  this  houfe  of  Commons  were  honeft  Gen- 

*  tlemen,    who  had  the  intereft  of  their  King  and 

*  country  at  heart ;  but  that,  in  his  opinion,  thofe 

*  who  went  before  them,    did  not  come  fhort  of 

*  them  in  point  of  duty  and  affeftion  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  i  for  it  was  they  who  eftabiifhed  the  King 

*  on  his  throne,  and  fetded  his  revenue  with  all  the 

*  chearfulnefs  imaginable.     Concluding,  that  what 

*  he  had  fuggefted,  flowed  from  the  dread  of  the  ill 

*  confequences  of  this  bill,  which  might  rife  to  fuch 

*  a  height,  as  to  render  the  crown  uneafy  to  his 
'  Majefty  j  and  that  he  owed  fo  much  to  the  pro- 
«  teftant  fucceffion,  that  if  he  could  believe  this  bill 

*  to  be  of  any  feryice  to  the  King  and  his  royal  fa- 

'  mrly> 
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'  mily,  he  would  be  entirely  for  it ;  but  that  as  he 
'  was  of  a  quite  contrary  opinion,    he  would  not 

*  have  a  bill,  obtained  in  the  beft  of  reigns,  repeal- 

*  ed  in  the  firft  year  of  this  proteflant  reign ;  and 
'  therefore  he  was  againil  the  committing  of  this 

*  bill.'  The  next  who  fpoke,  owned^  '  That  fre- 
'  quent  Parliaments  are  a  great  fecurity  of  the 
'  peoples  rights  and  liberties  •, '  but  then  he  obferv- 
ed,  '  That  this  bill  was  not  againft  frequent  Cti'' 
'  fions,    but  only  againft  frequent  eledions :    That 

*  they  ought  maturely  to  weigh  and  confider  what 
'  was  fuggefled  in  the  preamble  to  this  bill,  viz, 
'  That  there  is  a  reftlefs  popiHi  fadlion  defigning 
'  and  endeavouring  to  renew  the  rebellion  within 

*  this  kingdom.    To  this  purpofe,  his  Lordfhip  ob- 

*  ferved,  That  of  all  rebellions,    this  laft  was  the 

*  mod  monflrous  and  unnatural  -,  for  all  other  re- 

*  bellions  were  carried  on  under  pretences  of  liber- 

*  ty,  whereas  this  laft  was  a  rebellion  for  llavery  : 
'  That  as  to  our  allies  abroad,  though  he  could  not 

*  fay,  that  they  expe6ted  this  bill,  yet  it  was  rea- 
'  fonable  to  fuppofe,    that  they  would  be  glad  to 

*  fee  it  pafs  into  a  law  •,  for  having  found,  by  fid 
'  experience,    that  great  changes  may  be  made  in 

*  the  beft  concerted  meafures,  by  different  Parlia- 
'  ments,  influenced  by  different  Miniftries ;  fo,  if 
'  they  had  not  fome  fecurity  for  the  treaties  his 
'  Majefty  was  now  entring  into  with  them,  a  ftrong 

*  tide  might  come,  upon  a  new  eledlion,  that 
'  might  overturn  all.  That,  in  fliort,  this  bill 
'  would  fix  the  King,  and  the  prefent  happy  fet- 
'  tlement,  on  a  lafting  foundation  ;  and  therefore  he 

*  was  for  committing  it.' 

After  this,  a  noble  Duke  ftood  up,  and  in  ;he 
firft  place  declared,  as  a  Lord  of  the  fame  fide  had 
done  before,  '  That  he  would  not  be  againft  this 
'  bill,  if  he  thought  it  for  the  King's  intcreft  and 
'  fervice  ;    but  that  he  was  afraid  the  crown  would 

Vol.  VI.  Cc  'be 
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«  be  the  worfe  for  it :  That  the  triennial  ad  might, 

*  indeed,    be  fubjed  to  fome  inconveniencies  •„    but 

*  that  the  beft  things  are  not  exempt  from  them  : 

*  That  means  fliould  be  found  out,  and  purfued,  to 

*  remedy  thofe  inconveniencies;  but  ioflead  of  that, 
'  they  now  were  going  to  repeal  a  good  law,  and 
«  alter  the  conftitution.  Pray,  my  Lords,  faid  his 
'  Grace,  confider  what  you  are  doing !  Why,  to  pre- 
*'  vent  robbing  on  the  highway,  you  forbid  travel- 
'  ling. — ' — If  a  man  breaks  his  leg,  Jhall  a  furgeon 
*•  tell  hir/i  he  muft  be  fluxed,  and  alter  his  conftitution  ? 

*  He  owned.    That  there  was  a  great  ferment  in 

*  the  nation,  and  he  was  very  forry  for  it ;  but  that 
'  he  thought  this  bill  a  very  improper  remedy  for 
'  it.     And  he  rem.embered  it  had  been  faid  in  their 

*  houfe,  that  it  would  never  be  well  in  England  till 
'  there  were  annual  Parliaments :   That  King  IVil- 

*  Ham,  who  was  a  wife  Prince,    made  himfelf  and 

*  his  people  eafy  by  the  triennial  a6l :  And  he  was 

*  afraid  the  bill  now  in  queflion,  would  have  a  quite 

*  contrary  effed  •,  and  therefore  he  was  againft  it  at 

*  this  time,  whatever  he  might  be  at  another  jundure: 
'  That,  in  his  opinion,  the  late  rebellion  was  not  a 
'  fufficient  reafon   for  repealing  the  triennial  aft : 

*  That  the  rebels  were  rafh,  inconfiderate  men, 
'  who  either  had,    or  were  to  pay  dear  for  their 

*  rafhnefs  and  folly  •,  but  that  both  they  and  their 
'  friends  were  inconfiderable  :    That  they,  perhaps, 

*  might  whifper  difcontent  and  treafon  in  corners  ; 

*  but  that,  he  hoped,  it  was  not,  nor  ever  would 

*  be,  in  their  power  to  do  harm.     So  that  upon  the 

*  whole  matter,  he  was  againft  the  bill. 
Hereupon,  a  noble  Earl  faid,  '  That  he  did  not 

*  defign  to  compliment  any  one  in  power,    either 

*  now  or  in  time  to  come,  but  that  he  would  free- 
'  ly  fpeak  his  fentiments,  according  to  the  didates 
'  of  his  reafon  and  confcience  :    That  he  made  no 

*  doubt,  but  that  the  legidature  is  vefted  with  a  fu- 

*  preme 
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c  preme  power  to  reclify  any  inconvenlencies  to 
c  which  any  former  law  may,    by  experience,    be 

<  found  to  be  fubjedl  -,  and  this  being  the  cafe  of  the 
c  triennial  ad^  they  ought  to  remedy  the  fime : 
«  That  what  had  been  fuggefted  in  relation  to  the 
«  long  Parliament  in  King  Charles  the  lid's  reign, 

<  was,  in  his  opinion,  rather  an  argument  for,  than 
«  againft  this  bill :  For  though,  in  that  Parliament^ 

<  the  King  had  many  penfioners,  who  at  firft,  com- 

<  plimented  him  with  money,  yet,  at  laft,  when 
«  the  intereft  of  the  nation  came  to  be  at  flake,  they 
«  voted  for  a  war  v/ith  France^  and  profecuted  the 
t  popiJJj  plot  with  the  utmoit  vigour :    That  iihey 

*  had  lately  feen  what  a  corrupt  Parliament  may 

<  do,    and  by  what  means  fuch  a  Parliament  may 

*  be  got :  And  every  one  might  guefs  how  there 
«  came  to  be  a  debt  of  500,000  /.  upon  the  civil  lift : 
«  That  he  did  not  mention  this  to  irritate  againft* 

<  perfons,  but  againft  things  :  That,  in  his  opinion, 

<  there  was  no  better  remedy  againft  corruptions, 
«  than  the  ftipprefTing  frequent  elections ;  which  on 
«  the  other  hand,    occafion  lafting  feuds  and  ani- 

*  mofities  in  families :  That  he  thought  this  bill  the 
«  more  neceftary,    becaufe  our  allies  will  thereby 

*  have  a  fecurity,    that  they  fhall  not  again  be  left 

<  in  the  lurch :    And,  that  in  confideration  of  the 

*  great  benefits  that  will  accrue  from  it  both  at  home 
«  and  abroad,  Pie  v/as  for  committing  it.  He  was 
«  anfwered  by  a  Lord  of  the  contrary  fide,  who 
'  principally  enlarged  on  the  excellence  of  our  con- 

*  ftitution;  he  took  notice,  that  the  different  branch- 
'  es  of  the  legiflature  are  a  check  to  one  another, 

*  which  prevents  exorbitance  in  the  adminiftration, 
'  -and  dragooning,  as  in  Turkey^  and  other  arbitrary 
'  governments.     He  fuggefted,  that  the  penfionary 

*  Parliament  made    King  Charles  II  uneafy,    by 

*  making  him  negle6t  the  affedlions  of  his  people ; 
'  and  concluded,   he  was  afraid  that  the  repealing 

C  c  2  *  the 
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«  the  triennial  ad  would  have  the  fame  efFed  ;  and 

*  therefore  he  was  againfb  it.' 

To  this  a  noble  Duke  anfwered,    '  That  it  had 

*  already  been  rightly  obferved,  that  though  the 
'  long  Parliament  of  King  Charles  II,  at  firft  com- 

*  plimented  that  Prince,  yet  they  afterwards  vi- 
'  goroufly  oppofed  deftrudive  meafures,  and  infift- 

*  ed  on  a  war  with  France,     Then  pafling  over  lefs 

*  material  objedlions,    he  urged,    that  the  prefent 

*  happy  fettlement  could  not  be  maintained,  with- 

*  out  taking  away  the  feeds  of  corruption  :  That  no 

*  caufe  ever  mifcarried  in  fo  many  inftances  as  that 
'  of  the  rebels  •,    but  that  notwithitanding  their  de- 

*  feat  at  P  reft  on  and  Bumblain^  their  being  driven 
'  out  of  Scotland^  with  their  King  at  their  head  ; 

*  their  difappointments  in  other  parts,  and  the  ex- 
«  ecution  of  fome  of  their  leaders,  the  Jacobites  were 
^  as  infolent  as  ever :  That  this  was  the  reafon  why, 
'  in  a  late  debate  in  this  houfe,    he  was  again  ft  le- 

*  nity  ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  no  Prince  was  ever 
'  more  naturally  inclined  to  mercy,    than  his  pre- 

*  fent  Majefty :  For  no  Prince  ever  had  fo  many 
'  rebels  in  his  power,  and  never  were  fo  few  pu- 
'  niihed.     My  Lords,    faid  he,    you  muft  now 

*  ftrengthen  yourfelves,  and  difarm  your  enemiies. 
«  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the  late  unnatural  and 

*  monftrous  rebellion  was  raifed  and  fomented  by 

*  large   contributions  of  a  reftlefs  popijh  fadlion : 

*  The  fame  means,  my  Lords,  will  be  ufed  to  re- 
'  new  the  rebellion,  as  foon  as  a  proper  opportu- 
'  nity  offers.    Their  emiflaries  are  bufy  every  where 

*  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people  for  a  year 

*  longer,   and  then  they  hope  to  retrieve  all  by  a 

*  new  eledion.  He  concluded,  that  though  the  al- 
'  lies  would  not  make  any  thing  done  among  us, 

*  an  article  of  their  treaties ;  yet  having  the  fad 
'  experience  of  being  left  in  the  lurch,   they  would 

*  certainly  enter  into  alliance*  with  us  with  more 

^  confidence^ 
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'  confidence,  if  they  faw  that  our  government  was 

*  not  precarious  :    Upon  all  which  confiderations, 

*  he  declared  himfelf  for  the  bill.' 

A  noble  Earl  {landing  up  next,  profeiTed,  in  the 
firft  place,    '  That  he  did  not  entertain  the  leaft 

*  prejudice  againft  this  bill,  on  account  of  thofe  who 

*  brought  it  in  :    For  when  matters  of  fo  great  im- 

*  portance  came  under  deliberation,  he  had  no  man- 

*  ner  of  regard  to  any  denomination  of  parties  : 
'  That  he  had  fo  great  an  affedlion  for  his  Majcfty, 
'  that  if  he  thought  it  to  be  any  ways  for  hi:  Ma- 

*  jefly's  fervice,  he  would  readily  be  for  it ;  but 
*"  that,  in  his  opinion,  this  bill  was  not  for  the  fer- 

*  vice  either  of  the  King  or  country,  whofe  in- 

*  terefts  he  looked  upon  as  infeparable.'  He  urged 
among  other  things,  '  That  it  was  objeded  againft 

*  the  triennial  a6l,  that  frequent  elections  occafion 

*  ruinous  expences,  and  create  feuds  and  animo- 
'  fities ;  but  that  thefe  objections  were  not  of  fuf- 

*  ficient  weight  with  him,  to  induce  him  to  give  his 
'  vote  for-the  repealing  of  fo  good  a  law  :  That  it 
'  could  not  be  denied,   that  a  great  deal  of  money 

*  is  expended  in  eledions  •,  but  the  candidates  may 
'  chufe  whether  they  will  fpend  any  or  no  :  That 

*  it  may  likewife  be  granted,  that   thofe  expences 

*  lay  the  foundation  of  corruption  ;   and  that  thofe 

*  who  make  them,  are  in  hopes  to  get  either  places 
'  or  penfions :  But  that,  by  the  triennial  a6l,  the 
'  country  has  an  opportunity  to  remedy  any  abufes 
'  that  may  be  committed  by  any  of  their  repre- 

*  fentatives,  who,  to  make  good  their  expences  at 

*  eledions,  Ihould  yield  to  the  temptation  of  a  place 
'  or  penfion,  to  facrifice  their  votes  in  Parliament ; 
'  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  this  bill  would  efta- 
'  blifh  a  grievance,  and  take  away  a  remedy :  That 
^  as  the  triennial  act  gained  the  affedions  of  the 

*  people,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  repealing  of 
^  it  would  have  a  contrary  effed :    That  what  had 
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<  been  fuggefted  about  foreign  allies,  was,  in  his 
'  opinion,  no  proper  argument  for  this  bill  •,  our 

<  conftitution,  which  ought  to  be  altogether  inde- 
«  pendent  on  foreigners,  being  folely  to  be  confider- 

*  ed  in  this  debate  :  As  to  what  had  been  alledged 
«  concerning  the  difaffeclion  of  many  of  his  Ma- 
«  jefty's  fubjedls,  he  faid,  he  v/as  forry  to  hear  the 

*  laft  Parliament  unjuilly  refiedled  upon  ;   fince  no 

*  houfe  of  Commons  could  be  more  forward  than 
'  they,  in  ihewing  their  affedllon  to  his  Majefty ; 

*  and  they  not  only  readily  fettled  his  revenue,  but 
^  enaded  a  reward  of  100,000  /.  for  the  apprehend- 

*  ing  of  the  Pretender  to  his  crown  :  Thai:  when  his 

*  Majeily  came  to  take  pofTeiTion  of  his  throne,  he 
^  was  received  with  the  general  acclamations  of  the 
'  people  :  That  he  would  not  pretend  to  enter  into 

*  the  reafons  of  the  prefent  difaffeclion  •,  but  yet  he 
'  would  venture  to  fay,  that  it  had  been  eafy  for 

*  the  King,  upon  his  coming  over,  to  have  united 

*  the  v/hole  kingdom :  That  he  v/ifbed  there  had 
'  been  no  miftake  in  thofe  who  would  appear  to  be 

*  the  King's  bed  friends.  Be  that  as  it  vvould,  it 
^  was  his  opinion,  that  this  bill  would  not  procure 

*  that  good  agreement  betv/een  King  and  country, 

*  which  they  who  brought  it  in  feemed  to  have  in 
^  view  *,   but,  on  the  contrary,    might  end   in  the 

*  deftrudion  of  thofe  who  advifed  it,  and  prove 
'  mifchievous  both  to  the  King  and  his  people,  as 

*  tending  to  create  difunion  between  them :  That 

*  he  hoped  the  ferment  was  not  fo  great  as  it  was 
^  reprefented  ;  and  befides,  no  man  could  fay,   that 

*  two  years  hence  the  people  would  be  in  the  fame  ill 

*  humour,  as  they  were  faid  to  be  in  at  prefent : 

*  Upon  all  which  reafons,  he  was  againfl  this  bill.' 

This  fpeech  was  anfwered  by  a  Northern  Peer, 
who  ufhered  in  his  difcourfe,  by  faying,  '  That  fo 

*  much  had  already  been  faid,  that  there  was  but 
«  little  room  for  him  to  fpeak  :    But  however,  he 

'  begged 
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'  begged  leave  to  offer  fome  few  thoughts  of  his 
'  own  upon  the  important  matter  that  was  under 
«  confideration  :  '  Then  purfuing  the  chief  reafons 
on  which  this  bill  was  grounded,  he  urged,  among 
other  things,   '  That  it  is  certain  frequent  eledions 

<  occafion  ruinous  expences  -,  and  that  it  is  no  lefs 

*  true,  that  ruinous  expences  beget,  of  courfe,  cor- 
^  ruptions  :  For  when  Gentlemen  have  laid  out  their 

<  eftates  in  elections,  they  mufl  exert  their  induftry 

<  to  find  out  fome  means  to  make  themfelves  a- 

*  mends :  That  befides  this  evil,  frequent  ele6lions 
'  are  a  great  occafion  of  vice,  debauchery,  and  dc- 
'  cay  of  trade  :  That  notwithftanding  whatever  had 
'  been  fuggefted  againft  long  Parliaments,  it  was 

*  undeniable,  that  the  conftitution  was  fafe  under  a 

*  Parliament  of  feventeen  years  continuance,  in 
'  King  Charles  the  lid's  reign  :  That,  on  the  con- 
'  trary,  it  was  certain,  that  frequent  ele6lions  oc- 
'  cafion  great  heats,  and  even  implacable  feuds  and 
'  divifions  between  father  and  fon,  hufband  and 
'  wife,  brother  and  filler  :  That,  on  thefe  occafions, 

*  v/hen  party-heakhs  go  round,  the  naming  of  one 
'  General  before  another,  often  produces  a  bloody 
'  quarrel ;  and,  which  is  far  worfe,  the  facred 
*-  name  of  the  Church  is  impioufly  prophaned  in  the 
'  ftreets,  and  commonly  joined  with  treafbn.'  Af- 
ter this,  he  made  fome  remarks  on  our  ancient  con- 
ftitution, in  relation  to  Parliaments  j  and  in  parti- 
cular, '  took  notice  of  the  great  change  which,  in 
'  procefs  of  time,  has  happened  in  the  qualification 
'  of  the  eledlors,  by  the  increafe  and  plenty  of  filver 
'  and  gold  fpecies  in  Europe  :    For  forty  fhil lings  a 

*  year  in  freehold,  which  qualifies  a  man  to  vote  in 
'  eledtions,  was  formerly  as  good  as  forty  pounds  is 

*  at  prefent ;  fo  that  formerly  the  eledors  were  either 

*  Gentlemen  or  men  of  fubftance,  whereas  now  the 
'  majority  of  them  are  of  the  dregs  of  the  people, 

*  and  therefore  more  fubjed  to  corruption  :   From 

C  c  4  'all 
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'  all  which  he  inferred,  that  frequent  eleftions  render 
our  government  dependent  on  the  caprice  of  the 

^  multitude  and  very  precarious.  He  alfo  took  no- 
tice,that  If  the  heats  were  increafed  fince  the  King's 
acceffion  to  the  crown,  it  was  chiefly  becaufe  fome 

'  perfonswnohadagreat  opinion  of  theirown  merit 
were  not  in  office  ,  which  gave  him  an  opoortunit; 
to  vindicate  his  Majefty  as  to  the  diftribiftion  of  his 
favours,  and  the  rewarding  thofe,  who  in  the  worft 
of  times,  had  ftewn  their  zeal  for  his  fucceffion, 
and   during  the  late  rebellion,  ventured  their  lives 

his"o;H^'^''^^V""^"'  '^P^^^'  '^'  -hole  matter 
Jiis^i^ordlhip  was  for  com.mitting  rh.-  bill 

f  he  Earl  of  Peterborough  fpoke  next,   and  faid, 

.  Jn  l"!,  ^'^^''  '"'  ""^^  '"  employment  or  no,  he 
ftill  had  an  entire  affeftion  for  the  King  ;    and 

♦  wiihed  he  could  give  his  vote  for  this  bill :  But 
that  he  would  not  be  for  a  remedy  that  mi^ht 
caufe  agreater  evil.     As  to  what  had  been  fug- 

^  gefted  in  favour  of  thofe  who  ventured  their  lives 

■  to  lerve  the  government,  he  obferved.  that  men 
who  cannot  fight  for  a  caufe,  cannot  die  for  it.' 

He  afterwards,  amongft  other  things,  faid,  '  That 
If  this  prefent  Parliament  continued  beyond  the 
time  for  which  they  were  chofen,   he  knew  not 

^  how  to  expreis  the  manner  of  their  exiftence,  un- 
Jeis.  begging  leave  of  that  venerable  bench,  fturn- 

.  '"g  t?  the  Bi/hops)  they  had  recourfe  to  the  di- 

Itinction  ufcd  m  xYitAlhanafian  creed,  for  they  would 

be  neither  created,  nor  made,  but  proceeding.  i£c.' 

A  noble  Earl  fpoke  next,  on  the  fame  fide°    and 

having  made  large  profeffions  of  duty  and  affedion 

to  the  King,  faid,    '  That  he  was  againfl  this  bill, 

^  becaule  he  thought  it  would  rather  exafperate  than 

.  n^'^i     .'^'"'''  °^  the  people.     That  this  bill 

^  fliewed  a  diftruft  of  the  affedlions  of  the  people, 

^  and  an  intention  of  governing  by  fear  ;    which. 

m  ins  opinion,  was  the  worit  way  of  <Jovern- 


'  ment 
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<  ment :  And  God  forbid  his  Majefty  fliould  have 

*  no  profpe<5t  of  gaining  the  affedlions  of  his  fub- 
'  jeds.  That  the  King  came  in  univerfally  be- 
'  loved,  and  was  received  with  the  general  accla- 
'  mations  of  his  people  ;  and  though  he  could  not 
«  aflign  the  true  caufe  of  the  prefent  diflatisfadlion, 

*  yet  fome  fecret   caufe   muft  have  been  given  for 

*  it.     That  he  hoped  the  peoples  diffatisfadion,  was 

*  not  fo  great  as  it  was  reprefented.  That  the  re- 
'  bellion  was  entirely  fuppreffed,  and  at  an  end ; 
«  but  if  any  ferment  yet  remained,  this  bill  was  a 
'  very  improper  way  to  allay  it,  and  would  rather 

*  rivet  the  diflaffecSted  in  their  prejudices  againil 
«  the  government,    then   make  them  change  their 

*  opinion.     That  one  of  the  arguments  ufed  for  this 

*  bill,  was,  that  it  would  encourage  foreign  Princes 
«  and  States  to  enter  into  alliances  with  us  ;  but 
'  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  fime  might  have  a  con- 

*  trary  effed  ;  for  foreign  Potentates  may  be  deter- 

*  red  from  entring  into  meafures  with  us,  when 
'  they  fhall  be  informed,  by  the  preamble  to  this 

*  bill,  that  the  popifh  fadion  is  fo  dangerous,  as 
'  that  it  may  be  deftrudive  to  the  peace  and  fecu- 

*  rity  of  the  government  •,  and  may  apprehend  from 
'  this  bill,  that  the  government  is  fo  weak,  as  to 
'  want  fo  extraordinary  a  provifion  for  its  fafety  ; 
'  which  feems  to  imply,  that  the  Gentlemen  of 
'  Britain  are  not  be  trufted  in  a  new  eledion  ; 
'  and  that  the  good  afFedions  of  the  people  are  re- 

*  ft  rained  to  fo  fmall  a  number  as  that  of  which  the 
'  prefent  houfe  of  Commons  confifts.  He  urged, 
'  That  frequent  and  new  Parliaments  are  required 

*  by  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  kingdom ; 
'  and  that  the  pradice  thereof  for  many  ages  was 
'  fufficient  evidence  of  this  conftitution.     That  this 

*  bill  was  fo  far  from  preventing  corruptions,  that 
'  it  would   rather  Increafe  them  ;  for  the  longer  a 

*  Parliament  is  to  laft,  the  more  valuable  to  be  pur- 

*  chafed 
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'  chafed  is  a  ftatlon  in  it,  and  the   greater  alfo  is 

*  the  danger   of  corrupting  the   members  of  it. 

*  That  whatever  reafons  there  may  be  to  continue 

*  this  Parliament  for  feven  years,  will  be  at  lead 

*  as  ftrong,  and,  by  the  conduct  of  the  Miniftry, 

*  may  be  made    much  flronger,  before  the  end  of 

*  feven   years,  for   continuing  it   dill  longer,  and 

*  even  to  perpetuate  it,  which  would  be  an  abfolute 

*  fubverfion  of  the  third  eftate  of  the  realm.'  He 
then  hinted  at  the  danger  of  enlarging  the  prero^ 
gative,  and  inflanced  in  the  precedent  of  King 
Henry  VIII,  who  perfuaded  his  Parliament  to  give 
him  the  abbey-lands,  under  pretence  that  they  would 
bear  part  of  his  expences,  which  would  eafe  them  of 
taxes,  and  improve  trade  •,  but  that  foon  after  he 
demanded  and  obtained  great  fubfidies,  and  made 
ufe  of  thofe  lands  to  enflave  the  nation. 

The  Peer   who  anfwered  him,  faid,  '  That  he 
'  could  by  no  means  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that 

*  fpoke  lail,  either  as  to  the  beginning  or  end  of 
'  the   rebellion.     That  it  had  been  fuggefted,  that 

*  the  King  had  been  received  with  the  general  ac- 
'  clamations  of  his  people :    But* that  it  was  cer- 

*  tain,  and   has    fince    manifefUy   appeared,    that 

*  whatever  arts  were  ufed  by  the  lail  Miniftry  to 
'  blind  and  deceive  the  people,  defigns  had  been 
'  laid  to   bring  in   the  Pretender  long  before  the 

*  King's  happy  accelTion  to  the  throne.  That  the 
'  difappointment  of  thefe  defigns  were  entirely  ow- 
'  ing  to  providence  *,  for  had  the  confpirators 
'  thrown   off  the    mafic  fooner,  and  improved  the 

*  ferment  their  emiflaries  had  raifed  in  the  nation 
'  at  the  eledion   of  the  laft  Parliament,  it  is  very 

*  probable  their  wicked  fchemes  for  fetting  afide  the 
'  proteflant  fuccefilon,  had  taken  place.  That  he 
'  wondered   therefore   that   any    Lord    could    be 

*  puzzled   to  find  out  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  dif- 

*  affedion  \  for  it  was  plain  it  proceeded  from  the 

*  falfe 
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«  falfe  reprefentations  of  Things  and  perfons  that 
<  were  induftrioufly  fpread  abroad,  both  before  and 
'  fince  his  Majefty's  coming  in.'  As  to  what  has 
been  fuggefted,  that  the  rebelhon  was  at  an  end, 
he  obferved,  '  That  the  rebels  had  only  fhifted  their 
'  head  quarters  from  Perth  to  Paris,  or  6"/.  Ger- 

*  mains  ;  but  that  their  emiffaries  were  flill  as  bufy 
'  and  infolent  as  ever  in  Great-Britain^  and  wanted 
'  only  an  opportunity   to  renew  the  rebellion,  and 

*  favour  an  invafion.'  As  to  what  had  been  hinted, 
that  this  bill  would  rivet  the  Jacobites  in  their  opi- 
nions, he  faid,  '  That  was  no  good  argument  a- 
*^  gainfl  it,  for  he  had  feen  fome  perfons  often  fhift 

*  fides,  and   change  their  opinions,    and   be  very 

*  zealous  for  both.'  The  Earl  who  fpoke  before 
his  Grace  taking  this  refledlion  to  himfelf,  readily 
owned,  *  That  he  was  for  fome  time  againft  the 
'  abjuration-oath,  becaufe  he  thought  a  mutiplicity 

*  of  oaths  would  make  the  nation  unfafe ;  but  that 
'  as  foon  as  he  was  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  that 
'  oath,  he  readily  came  into  it.'  His  Grace  there- 
upon flood  up,  and  faid,  '  He  was  forry  that  noble 

*  Lord  took  to  himfelf  what  he  faid  only  in  general.' 
The  two  Lords  that  fpoke  next,  declared  them- 

felves,  the  firfl  of  them  for,  the  other  againil  the 
bill,  and  then  the  Lord  Chancellor  recapitulated  the 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  on  either  fide  ;  gave 
a  genuine  account  of  the  triennial  ad,  and  by  what 
means  it  was  obtained  ;  and  vindicated  the  King 
and  government,  as  to  the  prefent  diffatisfadion  ; 
appealing  to  the  Lords  and  Commons,  whether  the 
leaft  provocation  had  been  given  either  by  his  Ma- 
jefly  or  his  Minifters-,  and  afferting,  '  That  if  there 
'  was  any  fault  on  the  King's  fide,  'twas  too  much 
«  lenity ;    and  that   the  only  crime  that  could  be 

*  charged  on  his  Minifters,  were  their  zeal  and  vi- 

*  gilance  in   defence  of  his  Majefty's  perfon   and 

*  government.'     Then  an   Earl,  who  had  fpoken 

before. 
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before,  having  anfwered  part  of  my  Lord  Chancel- 
lor's fpeech,  a  fpiritual  Peer  faid,  '  That  when  he 

*  came  to  the  houfe,  he  knew  not  which  way  he 
'  fhould  give  his  vote,  and  hoped  to  be  guided  and 
'  determined  by  what  fhould  be  offered  on  both 

*  fides,  on  this  important  fubjed: :  But  now  he  own- 

*  ed  he  was  confounded  between  dangers  andincon- 

*  veniencies  on  one   fide,  and   deftrudlion  on  the 

*  other.'  A  noble  Earl  fpoke  next,  with  a  great 
deal  of  vehemence  againfl  the  bill ;  and  a  Duke, 
who  had  fpoken  before,  clofed  the  debate,  with 
faying,   '  That  he  was  for  the  bill,  but  did  not  think 

*  it  feafonable.'  At  length,  after  a  debate  that  had 
lafled  five  hours,  the  queftion  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted, being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  35  votes. 

YEAS  ^P-"^^^"'  77  ^6 
{  Proxies  19  5  -^ 

NOES  ll'^^'^'^lCi 
i  Proxies  1 8  5 

And  fo  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
houfe,  for   Monday  the  i6th  o^  April  ],   but  thirty 
pealing  the  Lords  cntcred  the  following  protefl. 

triennial  adi. 

Die  Sahbaii  14^  Apr  His. 

Hodie  2 da  vice  le61:a  efl  billa,  intit.  An  a5l  for  en- 
larging the  ti'me  of  contitiuance  of  Parliaments  ap- 
pointed by  an  a£i  made  in  the  Jixth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  William  and  Shieen  Mary,  intitled^  An 
auifor  the  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  Parlia- 
ments. 

And  it  being  propofed  to  commit  the  bill,  after 
long  debate   thereupon,  the  queftion  was  put,  whe- 
ther 


Proteft  of 
the  Lords 
againft  re- 
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ther  the  Hild  bill  (hall  be  committed,  and  it  was  re- 
folved  in  the  affirmative. 

Diffentient* 

1.  Becaufe  we  conceive  that  frequent  and  new 
Parliaments  are  required  by  the  fundamental  confti- 
tution  of  the  kingdom  -,  and  the  pradice  thereof  for 
many  ages,  (which  manifeftly  appear  by  our  re- 
cords) is  a  fufficient  evidence  and  proof  of  this  con- 
ftitution. 

2.  Becaufe  it  is  agreed,  That  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons muft  be  chofen  by  the  people  ;  and  when  fo 
chofen,  they  arc  truly  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple •,  which  they  cannot  fo  properly  be  faid  to  be,  . 
when  continued  for  a  longer  time  than  that  for 
which  they  were  chofen  ;  for  after  that  tmie,  they 
are  chofen  by  the  Parliament,  and  not  by  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  thereby  deprived  of  the  only  remedy 
which  they  have  againft  thofe  who  either  do  not  un- 
derftand,  or  through  corruption  do  wilfully  betray 
the  truft  repofed  in  them  ;  which  remedy  is  to  chufe 
better  men  in  their  places. 

3.  Becaufe  the  reafons  given  for  this  bill,  we  con- 
ceive, were  not  fufficient  to  induce  us  to  pafs  it,  in 
fubverfion  of  fo  effential  a  part  of  our  conilitution. 

I.  For  as  to  the  argument  that  this  will  encourage 
the  Princes  and  States  of  Europe  to  enter  into  alli- 
ances with  us,  we  have  not  heard  any  one  Minifter 
alTert,  that  any  one  Prince  or  State  lias  afl<:ed,  or  fo 
much  as  infinuated,  that  they  wiflied  fuch  an  alte- 
ration. 

Nor  is  it  reafonable  to  imagine  it ;  for  it  cannot 
be  expeded  that  any  Prince  or  State  can  rely  upon  a 
people  to  defend  their  liberties  and  interefts,  who 
fhall  be  thought  to  have  given  up  fo  great  a  part  of 

their 
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their  own  ;  nor  can  it  be  prudent  for  them  to  willi 
fuch  an  experiment,  after  the  experience  that  Europe 
has  had  of  the  great  things  this  nation  has  done  for 
them  under  the  conftitution,  which  is  to  be  altered 
by  this  bill. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  they  may  be  deterred 
from  entering  into  meafures  with  us,  when  they 
fliall  be  informed  by  the  preamble  of  this  bill,  that 
the  Popifh  fadion  is  fo  dangerous,  as  that  it  may 
be  deftrudlive  to  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  go- 
vernment ;  and  may  apprehend  from  this  bill,  that 
the  government  is  fo  weak  as  to  want  fo  extraordina- 
ry a  provifion  for  its  fafety  •,  which  feems  to  imply, 
that  the  gentlemen  of  Britain  are  not  to  be  trufted 
or  relied  upon  *,  and  that  the  good  affedions  of  the 
people  are  reftrained  to  fo  fmall  a  number  as 
that  of  which  the  prefent  houfe  of  Commons  con- 
fifts. 

2.  We  conceive  this  bill  is  fo  far  from  preventing 
expences  and  corruptions,  that  it  will  rather  increafe 
them  \  for  the  longer  a  Parliament  is  to  laft,  the 
more  valuable  to  be  purchafed  is  a  ftation  in  it,  and 
the  greater  alfo  is  the  danger  of  corrupting  the 
members  of  it :  For  if  there  fhould  be  a  miniftry 
who  fhall  want  a  Parliament  to  fcreen  them  from 
the  juft  refentment  of  the  people,  or  from  a  difco- 
very  of  their  ill  pradices  to  the  King,  who  cannot 
otherwife,  or  fo  truly  be  informed  of  them,  as  by  a 
free  Parliament,  'tis  fo  much  the  intereft  of  fuch  a 
miniftry  to  influence  the  eledions,  (which  by  their 
authority,  and  the  difpofal  of  the  public  money,  they 
of  all  others  have  the  beft  means  of  doing)  that  'tis 
to  be  feared  they  will  be  tempted,  and  not  fail  to 
make  ufe  of  them  \  and  even  when  the  members 
are  chofen,  they  have  a  greater  opportunity  of  in- 
ducing very  many  to  comply  with  them,  than  they 
could  have,  if  not  only  the  fefTions  of  Parliament, 

but 
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but  the  Parliament  itfelf,  were  reduced  to  the  an- 
cient and  primitive  conftitution  and  pra6lice  of  fre- 
quent and  new  Parliaments  ;  for  a  good  minillry 
will  neither  pra6i:ife  nor  need  corruption,  fo  it  can- 
not be  any  Lord's  intent  to  provide  for  the  fecurity 
of  a  bad  one. 

3.  We  conceive  that  whatfoever  reafons  may  in- 
duce the  Lords  to  pafs  this  bill  to  continue  this  Par- 
liament for  feven  years,  will  be  at  lead  as  ftrong, 
and  may,  by  the  condud:  of  the  miniflry,  be  made 
much  ftronger  before  the  end  of  feven  years,  for  con- 
tinuing it  yet  ftill  longer,  and  even  to  perpetuate  it, 
which  would  be  an  exprefs  and  abfolute  fubverfion 
of  the  third  eftate  of  the  realm. 

Somerfet^  Shrewsbury^  Angkfey^  Osborne^  Comp- 
ton^  Briftol^  'Tadcafter^  Nottifigharn^  Abingdon^  GidU 
ford^  Aylesford,  Foley ^  Ajhburnham^  Manfel^  Gower, 
Bathurft^  Wefion^  Bruce ^  Willoughhy  de  Broke ^  F owlet ^ 
Dartmouth^  Bingley^  Strafford^  Trevor^  Montjoy^ 
Northampton^  Fr.  Roffen^  P.  Hereford^  Fr.  Cefirienf. 
Salisbury. 

April  16,  The  houfe  of  Lords  in  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  confidered  of  the  faid  bill,  and 
moft  of  the  Peers  who  had  fpoken  before,  made 
fpeeches  for  or  againft  it.  A  Prelate  likewife,  who 
had  not  yet  fpoken  on  this  fubjed,  faid,  '  ThaC 
'  if  this  bill  were  never  fo  good  in  itfelf,  it  was  very 

*  unfeafonable,    becaufe  very  unpopular,  and  alto- 
'  gether  ufelefs,    the  rebellion  being  crufhed,  and 

*  the  power  of  France  not  to  be  feared  ;  now  efpe- 

*  cially,  when  we  have  a  glorious  (landing  army, 
'  and  a  minifbry  that  knows  how  effedually  to  en- 

*  gage  the  affedions  of  the  people.' 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  the  bill, 
and  ordered  the  blank  before  the  word  years  to  be 

filled 


400  Pakliamentary      a.  1716. 

filled  up  with  the  word  Scven^  the  queftion  was  put, 
whether  the  fame  fhould  be  reported,  in  order  to 
be  engrofled,  v/hich  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
by  74  voices  againft  39.  The  next  day  the  faid 
bill  was  reported,  and,  without  dividing,  ordered  to 
be  engrofled  -,  and  being  read  the  third  time  on 
the  1 8th  o^  Aprils  there  arofe  a  debate  that  lafted 
about  two  hours.  Near  one  half  of  that  time  was 
taken  up  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham^  who,  among 
other  things,  demonftrated,  '  That  counfels  for 
'  enlarging  the  prerogative,  had  ever  been  perni- 
'  cious  to  the  crown.'  To  this  the  noble  Duke, 
who  the  Saturday  before  had  fpoken  next  after  the 
Earl,  inflead  of  anfwering  him,  faid,  '  That  not 
'  not  being  fo  well  read  in  hiftory  as  that  noble  Lord, 

*  he  would  confine  himfelf  to  what  had  happened  in 

*  his  own  time ;  and  that  he  had  obferved  that  his 

*  Lordfhip  had  by  turns,  oppofed  all  that  had  been 
'  offered,  either  for  the  interefl  of  the  crown,  or 
'  the  liberties  of  the  people,  of  which  he  might 
'  eafily  produce  feveral  inftances  -,  adding,  he  did 

*  not  wonder  there  appeared  already  fo  much  joy 

*  among  a  certain  party,  over  a  repenting  finner.* 
Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  queftion  being  put. 
Whether  this  hillJJjall  pafs  ?  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  a  majority  of  69  voices  againfl  36  *,  but 
24  Lords  protefied  againfl  it,  viz.  Somerfet^  Aylef- 

ford.,  Trevor y  Manfel^  Gozver,  IVilloughby  de  Broke, 
Bruce.,  Tadcafter.,  Berkfhire.,  'Nottingham.,  Northamp-- 
ton,  Fr.  Ceftrienf.  AJhburnham,  Dartmouth,  Powlet, 
Foley,  Anglefey,  Strafford,  Bingley,  Fr.  Roffen,  Guil- 
ford, Abingdon,  Shrewsbury,  Cardigan, 

The  next  day,  viz.  April  ig,  the  Lords  fent  Mr. 
Juftice  Tracy  and  Mr.  Juflice  Dormer  to  acquaint  the 
Commons,  That  they  had  palTed  a  bill,  intituled. 
An  a5f  for  enlarging  the  time  of  continuance  of  Parlia- 
ments, appointed  by  an  a5l  made  in  the  fixth  year  of 

King 
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Kinz  William  and  S>ueen  Mary,  to  which  they  de- 
fined their  concurrence.     A  motion  was  immediate- 
ly made  to  rejeft  the  bill,  without  reading  it }  but 
becaufe  that  would  have  been  an  unprecedented  me- 
thod of  proceeding,  the  houfe  would  not  agree  to 
it    but  read  the  bill  the  firft  time,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  that  it  be  read  aficond  time,  there  arofe  a 
debate  that  lafted  about  two  hours.     The  moft  re- 
markable  objedion  that  was  then  urged  againlt  the 
bill,  was,  That  it  was  an  impofition  of  the  Lord!,  to 
take  upon  them  to  direSf  the  Commons  in  a  matter  which 
concerned  them  only,  as  guardians  of  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  people.     But  to  this  it  was  anfwered, 
That  even  the' triennial  a6l  itfelf  was  begun  in  the  houje 
of  Lords,  who,  as  part  of  the  legiflature,  are  no  lejs 
iuardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeS,  than  the  Com- 
mons themfelves.     At  length  it  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  276  againft  156,  that  the  bill  Ihould  be 
read  a  fecond  time  on  the  Tuefday  following.     Up- 
on that  day,  (April  24.)  fix  petitions,  ^'^-J-^} 
the  borough  and  town  of  Marlborough  in  milfhtre^_ 
2    Of  the  borough  of  Midhurft  in  Su£ex.     3.  Ot 
the  town   and  port  of  Hapngs  in  Suffex.     4.  Ot 
the  Mayor  and  corporation  of  Cambridge.     5-  ^t 
ththoTonoh  of  Abingdon  in  Berkjhire  i  and,  6.  Ut 
the  borough  of  Newcajlle  under  Line,  in  the  county 
oi  Stafford,  being  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  read 
asainft  the  bill,  were  feverally  ordered  to  he  upon 
the  table.     Then  the  bill  was  read  the  fecond  time  j 
and  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion  put, 
nat  it  be  committed,  there  arofe  a  warm  debate, 
that  lafted  from  two  in  the  afternoon  'till  near  eleven 
at  night  i  during  which,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
feveral  Lords  and  perfons  of  diftinftion,  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  gallery.     The  Speakers  for  the  bill 
were   Mr.  Lyddall,  Mr.  Trevanion,  Mr.  Molyneux, 
Sir  John  Brownlow,    Mr.  Hadden,  Mr.  Hampden, 
Mr.  Molefworth,  Mr.  Smith,  Lord  Stanhope,  Mr. 
Toung,  Mr.  Craggs,  Lord  Coningsby,  Mr.  Erie,  Sir 
Vol.  VI.  Dd  Richard 
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Richard  Steele,  Mr.  Nevil,  Colonel  Graham,  Sir 
Charles  'Turner,  Sir  William  Thompfon,  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyll,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Aijlaby. 
The  Speakers  againfl:  the  bill  were,  Mr.  Robert 
Heyffoam,  Mr.  Chetwynd,  Lord  Paget,  Mr.  Snell, 
Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  /^)'^^j,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  J^jf^- 
r/Vi,  Sir  Thomas  Crofs,  Mr.  Bromley,,  Mr.  Archer, 
Sir  fVilliam  JVhitlocke,  Lord  Guernfey,  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer,  Mr.  Lechmere,  General  j^^yJ,  Sir  Robert 
Raymond,  Mr.  Hungerford^  and  Mr.  /F^^ri,  Lan- 
cafter. 

Mr.  Lyddall,  who  opened  the  debate,  fpoke  to 
the  following  efFeifl. 

5  /  i?, 

YO  U  have  now  under  your  confideration  a 
matter  of  as  great  weight  and  importance, 
as,  I  believe,  ever  came  before  any  Parliament ; 
for  where  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjedl  ap- 
pear to  be  concerned,  then  certainly  it  is  fit  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmoft  caution  and  regard.  The 
triennial  aft  was,  no  doubt,  originally  intended 
as  a  barrier  and  defence  of  thofe  rights  and  liber- 
ties, againft  any  oppreflive  or  arbitrary  invafions 
of  the  crown  :  And  though  we  are  fo  happy  as  to 
have  a  good  Prince  now  upon  the  Throne,  who 
is  likely  to  be  fucceeded  by  one  equally  fo,  yet 
fuch  great  bleflings  were  never  entailed  upon  a 
people.  No  body  can  be  more  for  fupporting  the 
juft  prerogative,  than  I  am,  becaufe  1  always  take 
it  to  be  a  power  of  doing  good  :  And  therefore, 
if  upon  the  ftridleft  examination  I  could  find,  that 
what  is  at  prefent  propofed,  would  throw  the  ba- 
lance of  power  too  much  on  the  fide  of  the  crown, 
I'fhould  then  think  it  not  only  hurtful  and  dange- 
rous to  the  public,  but  fatal  and  deftrudive  to  the 
conftitution.      In  order  to  enter  farther  into  this 

fubjed, 
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fubiea,  it  is  proper  to  look  back  from  whence  a 
b.U  of  this  kind  firft  took  it's  rife :  In  the  year 
,640,    a  bill   for  triennial   Parliaments,    or  that 
wluch  was  very  like  it,  was  paffed ;  but  with  a 
claufe  in  it.  of  a  hard  and  compulfory  nature    de- 
rogatory to  the  crown,  and,  indeed,  unreafonaWe 
n   itfelf,    with   many   other  dlfagreeable  crcum- 
ftances.     It  is  well  known   what  was  the  confe- 
quence   of  thofe  unhappy   dififerences  between  the 
King  and   his  people.     After  the   reftorat.on,  in 
the  t6th  of  King  Charles  II,  this  ad  (which  im- 
m  d  ately  preceded  a  long  and  bloody  civil  war) 
was    repealed   by    another   aft,   the   preamble  of 
which  is  very  remarkable :    And  thus  things  re- 
mained  till  fome  time  after  the  revolution,  when 
Kins    PFtlliam  was  prevailed    upon  to  pals  this 
now°( I  hope)  dying  law.     I  am  fare  nothing  could 
prevail  with  me   either  to  enlarge  or  alter   this 
aa,  were  I  not  convinced  by  comparing  the  ar- 
guments on  both  fides,  that  the  "ot  doing  of  it  is 
hable  to  more  inconvenience  and  danger.     It  you 
do  it,  you  efFedtually  ftrengthen  the  hands  ot  the 
King  /fettle  and   maintain  the  Proteftant  fuccef- 
fionf  by  deftroying  the  vain  hopes  of  all  its  ene- 
mies, both  at  home  and  abroad.     You  encourage 
your  Allies  to  join  with  you,  nay,  and  to  depend 
Lt  what  Ihall  hereafter  be  ftipulated  and  agreed 
upon,   will  be  punftually    pertormed.     This  ex- 
periment may,  perhaps,  at  firft  difquiet  the  minds 
of  the  people  ;  efpecially  when  they  are  exafpe- 
rated   by    all  the  endeavours  of  men,   averfe  and 
difaffefted  to  the  government      However,  a  lit  e 
time  will  fliew,    that  it  will  entirely   break  our 
parties   and    divifions,    and  by  that  means  lay   a 
firm  and  folid  foundation  for  the  f^^re  jranqu.l  ity 
and  happinefs  of  this  kingdom.     Befides,   it  this 
opportunity  be  loft,  you  may  poffibly  never  have 
another,  at  leaft  fo  good  a  one,  not  o.nly  to  con- 
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quer,  but  even  to  eradicate,  that  fpirit  of  JacoU- 
tifm^  which  has  long  dwelt  among  us,  and  has 
more  than  once  brought  this  nation  to  the  very 
brink  of  ruin  and  deftrudlion.  Since  therefore, 
with  much  danger  and  difficulty,  we  have  at  laft 
fecured  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  when  all 
was  at  ftake,  from  the  treachery  of  the  late  mini- 
ftry,  the  unaccountable  proceedings  of  the  laft  tri- 
ennial Parliament,  why  fhould  you  run  the  rifquc 
of  having  a  new  one  fo  foon,  firft  chofen  by 
French  money,  and  then  voting  by  French  direc- 
tions ?  Since  the  King  and  his  Parliament  exert 
their  united  power  for  the  good  of  the  public,  and 
to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  nation,  why  fhould 
they  not  continue  longer  together,  that  they  may 
finifh  what  they  have  fo  unanimoufly  and  fo  hap- 
pily begun  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  the  eledlors  and  people 
of  all  the  boroughs  in  England  having  been  for 
feveral  years  paft,  both  bribed  and  preached  into 
the  Pretender's  intereft,  and  a  diflike  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  fucceffion,  it  becomes  rather  neceflity  than 
choice  to  apply  an  extraordinary  remedy  to  an  ex- 
traordinary difeafe.  Therefore  I  fhall  give  you 
no  further  trouble,  but  make  you  a  very  Ihort  mo- 
tion, which  is,  ^hat  this  hill  be  comtnitted. 

Mr.  Shippen  fpoke  againft  the  bill  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  Know  my  duty  to  this  houfe,  and  the  confe- 
qpence  of  any  unguarded  expreflions,  better 
than  to  fay,  that  by  any  bills  we  have  already 
pafTed,  we  have  made  fo  wide  a  gap  in  the  con- 
ftitution,  that  the  force  of  the  law  is  in  a  manner 
deftroyed  •,  or  that,  by  any  thing  we  have  done, 
we  have  paved  the  way  to  a  defpotic  and  military 
government,  the  greateft  calamity  can  befal  a  free- 
born 
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born  people.  Such  reflexions  may  come  from 
perfons  without  doors,  who,  tho*  they  may  with 
juftice  complain  when  their  liberties  are  invaded, 
yet  cannot  always  enter  into  the  depth  and  wifdom 
of  our  counfels,  and  are  too  apt  to  cenfure  what 
they  do  not  underftand.  No  member  can  regu- 
larly arraign  any  bills  the  fame  felTion  they  have 
obtained  the  force  and  fandlion  of  laws.  But  this 
bill  (tho*  it  hath  already  got  through  the  moft  dif- 
ficult part  of  its  paflage,  and  tho'  it  will  in  probabi- 
lity be  the  next  law  that  fhall  be  made)  is  yet  un- 
paired,  is  yet  before  us  for  our  confideration,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  treat  it  with  freedom  :  Freedom  of 
fpeech,  I  prefume,  will  not  only  be  allowed,  but  is 
expedled  on  this  occafion.  I  hope  therefore,  as  the 
bufinefs  of  this  day  hath  raifed  an  univerfal  expecta- 
tion throughout  the  kingdom,  fo  gentlemen  who 
are  more  able,  (none  is  more  willing  than  myfelf) 
will  appear  with  refolution  and  fpirit  in  this  impor- 
tant debate ;  in  this,  perhaps  our  laft  flruggle  for 
the  liberties  of  thofe  we  reprefent. 

I  think,  then,  all  the  arguments  which  have 
been  ufed  for  this  bill,  are  grounded  on  mere  fur- 
mifes  and  imaginations  only,  are  either  trifling  in 
themfelves,  or  dangerous  in  their  confequence. 

One  main  reafon  urged,  both  in  the  preamble 
of  the  bill,  and  in  the  debates  of  the  gentlemen  who 
are  for  it,  is  this : 

That  the  difafl^edlions  of  the  people  are  fo  great, 
and  the  enemies  of  the  government  both  at  home 
and  abroad  fo  watchful,  that  new  eledlions  will  oc- 
cafion new  riots,  rekindle  the  rebellion,  and  be 
defl:ru6live  to  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  will  all  be  prevented  by  continuing 
this  good  Parliament,  and  making  the  time  of  its 
diflblution  uncertain. 

If  this  argument  be  applied  to  the  minifliry,  I 
can  only  anfwer,   that  it  is  no  concern  of  ours, 

D  d  3  whether 
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whether  they  have  rendered  themfelves  odious  to 
the  people,  or  not.  They  are  more  properly  the 
objedt  of  our  jealoufy,  than  of  our  care.  They 
may  be  deftroyed,  and  the  government  fubfift. 
But  if  it  be  applied  to  his  Majefty,  as  it  muft  be 
to  make  it  any  inducement  to  pafs  this  bill,  1  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  none  of  thofe,  who  are  called 
enemies  to  the  government,  and  abettors  of  the 
rebellion,  could  have  offered  an  argument  fo  in- 
jurious to  his  Majefty's  honour.  For  with 
what  face  can  any  good  fubjedl  infinuate,  that  in 
the  infancy  of  his  reign,  he  hath  deprived  himfelf 
of  the  love  and  affedtion  of  a  people,  who  fo  late- 
ly received  him  with  the  utmoft  expreffions  of 
joy  ?  What  an  unjuft  idea  muft  this  give  of  his 
moft  mild  and  gracious  government  ?  But  the  affer- 
lion  is  the  more  injurious,  becaufe  it  is  entirely 
groundlefs.  For  when  thefe  pretended  difaffedlions 
were  at  the  higheft,  it  appeared  how  impotent  they 
were,  how  far  from  being  univerfal,  by  the  eafy 
and  fudden  fupprefllon  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  by 
Confcquence  how  abfolutely  his  Majefty  reigned  in 
the  hearts  of  his  fubjeds.  Now  the  rebellion  is 
fupprefted,  if  there  ftiould  be  any  remains  of  thofe 
who  are  ill  difpofed,  the  fate  of  their  friends 
(whilft  the  terror  of  it  is  frefti  in  their  minds)  will 
reftrain  them  from  any  future  attempt.  Befides, 
the  hands  of  the  government  are  ftrengthened. 
The  habeas  corpus  a6t  is  not  only  now,  but  may 
be  again  fufpended  :  you  have  a  numerous  ftand- 
ing  army  diftributed  through  the  Kingdom,  to  con- 
troul  and  awe  unruly  fpirits.  But  fuppofe  the 
difaffedlions  of  the  people  to  be  as  great,  fuppofe 
the  fadion,  (fpoke  of  in  the  preamble  J  to  be  as 
reftlefs  and  deiigning  as  is  affirmed  ;  is  this  the 
way  to  extinguifli  animofities,  to  heal  divifions, 
?ind  to  reconcile  parties  ?  No,  Sir,  it  will  rather 
create  difcontents,  where  there  are  none  already: 

It 
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It  will  rather  give  occafion  to  thofe  that  are  d.f 
affeded,  to  rail  at  your  proceedings,  to  fay  that 
;oufaaions  are  fuch,  that  you  dare  not  venture  on 
new  eleaions  ;    and  who  knows  what  fuch   iug- 
Sion     may   produce?    'Tis  poffible  when  the 
fhr     years   (for  which  you  are  now  chofen)  fca  1 
expTre!  they  may  infift,  that  they  are  unreprefent- 
ed^in  Parliament  •  and  this  will  be  a  better  handi 
a  more    plaufible  foundation,   for  the  fa^'on  /o 
toTk  upon,  than  they  could  have  at  the  time  of  a 
7eir  eleaion.      Now,    if    the    continuance    of 
hfs   Par  inent  be  intended   only  to  calm   mens 
m  ndf.  and  that  it  is  hoped  this  ftorm  niaybV  de- 
grees i-ubfide.  Gentlemen,  be  pl^^f^^/o  ^fider. 
That  we  are  but  a  little  above  a  year  old,  though  we 
have  done  fo  many  great  and  glorious  things^^  and 
that  there  will  be  no  neceffity  (as  the  law  Itandsj 
of  a  diffolarTon  this  year  and  half;  and  that  no  body 
can  iriag  n   dircontents  will  laft  fo  long  under  fo 
wife,  f?unerring,  fo  paciEc  an  adminiftration.  as 

"  A^XfrLfon  infilled  on  is.  That  as  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  Parliament  may  prevent  commo- 
"ons  at  home,  fo  it  may  hinder  any  mvafion  rom 
abroad,  by  encouraging  our  antient  Ales  to  enter 
into  new  treaties  with  us,  which  they  will  not  other- 

^%S\^  a  fecret  which,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
ought  not  to  have  been  revealed  •,  this  is  an  argjH 
ment  hi'-hly    improper  to  be   urged  mzBntiJb 
Samem  1  For 'it  fuppofes,  that  our  Alhes^pr^- 
fcribe  to   our  counfels,    and  that  they  expeft  we 
moSd  alter  the  prefent  fra^e  of  our  conft.tution 
before  they  will  favour  us  with  their  friendfhps, 
wS  is  a  thought  not  to  be  endured  in  this  place 
:E  fo  many'millions  have  been  raif^^d  for  the^ 
fervice,  and  muft  move  the  indignation  of  every 

Englijhm'^n,  efpecially  if  it  co™«/'-°"';".y  X- 
that  arft  received  its  being,  and  afterwards  1    P  o^ 
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tedion,  from  England,  I  hope  never  to  fee  this 
nation  brought  fo  low,  that  the  crown  fhall  be  di- 
redted  (as  was  once  attempted)  when  to  remove  or 
keep  its  Minifters,  when  to  difTolve  or  con- 
tinue its  Parliaments.  Sir,  his  Majefty,  as  King 
of  Great.  Britaw,  is  the  arbiter  of  Europe,  and  may 
dictate  to  other  nations.  They  will,  for  their  own 
fakes,  court  his  friendfhip :  They  have  always 
found  their  account  in  being  Allies  to  the  crown 
he  wears.  The  Briiijh  treafure,  and  the  Britijh 
armies,  have  made  them  triumph  over  their  ene- 
mies, and  eftablifhed  the  balance  they  wanted, 
'Tis  farther  faid,  that  by  this  bill  you  will  reflore 
the  prerogative  to  part  of  it's  power,  which  is 
cramped  by  the  triennial  ad.  Now  if  this  bill  is 
to  be  underftood  to  relate  to  alliances,  it  weakens, 
and  not  ftrengthens  the  prerogative.  For  it  is  an 
infinuation,  that  the  people  have  fomething  to  do 
in  making  treaties,  v/hich  muft  ever  be  denied  by  the 
Friends  of  the  crown,  where  the  fole  undifputed 
right  is  lodged  by  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom. 
Befides,  if  that  was  any  confideration  here,  this  ar- 
gument is  alfo  a  reflexion  on  the  prefent  miniftry, 
who  are  to  have  the  honour  to  advife  his  Majefty 
in  any  alliances  he  fliall  think  fit  to  make :  For  it 
hath  an  appearance,  as  if  they  durft  not  look  a  new 
Parliament  in  the  face  ;  or,  as  if  by  fome  demerit 
or  other,  they  fhould  not  continue  in  their  pofts 
^without  the  help  of  this  bill)  long  enough  to  aftift 
in  fupporting  thofe  alliances  when  made.  *Tis 
true,  we  have  had  of  late  a  fort  of  triennial  mini^ 
{tries,  as  well  as  Parliaments.  But  we  are  to  hope, 
that  the  prefent  fet  of  Minifters,  (who  fo  far  fur- 
pafs  all  their  predeceflbrs  in  wifdom  and  virtue) 
will  behave  fo  well,  as  to  deferve  the  continuance 
of  his  Majefty's  favour,  and  the  Kingdom's  appro- 
bation. Their  friends  therefore  ought  rather  to  re- 
jed,  than  to  enforce  this  argument,  as  refledting  on 
theni^  4pd  groundlefs  in  itfeli 

Ther? 
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There  is  another  reafon,  drawn  from  the  great 
and  continued  expences  occafioned  by  frequent 
elections,  which  is  fo  weak,  that  it  fcarce  deferves 
to  be  taken  notice  of.  For  every  Gentleman  is  a 
judge  of  his  own  circumftances,  whether  he  will, 
or  can,  be  at  the  necelTary  expences  of  an  eledion  : 
Corrupt  ones  are  not  to  be  fuppofed,  efpecially  in 
this  houfe,  which,  all  the  world  knows,  was  chofen 
without  the  leaft  corruption,  without  the  leaft  vio- 
lence, without  the  leaft  improper  influence  what- 
foever. 

As  to  what  is  faid,  that  frequent  Parliaments  are 
the  caufe  of  obftru6ling  juftice,  and  hinder  candi- 
dates from  being  impartial  in  the  diftribution  of  it; 
'tis  equally  trifling  with  the  reafon  laft  mentioned  ; 
and,  if  any,  is  an  argument  only  for  making  Par- 
liaments perpetual.  For  he  who  will  be  a  great 
deal  byaffed  by  his  hopes  of  fecuring  his  feat  in  a 
triennial  Parliament,  will,  by  the  lame  principle, 
be  a  little  warped  by  his  expedlation  of  fitting  in  a 
feptennial  one  ;  and  he  ought  in  neither  cafe  to  be  a 
member  of  this  houfe  :  For  nothing  can  effe6lually 
cure  fuch  a  difpofition  •,  it  will  never  be  able  to  re- 
fift  greater  temptations,   and  court- preferments. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  arguments  for  pafTing  this 
bill  •,  and  I  humbly  conceive  they  now  appear  to 
be  of  no  great  weight :  But  the  reafons  for  letting 
the  law  ftand  as  it  does,  are  fuch  as,  in  my  opi- 
nion, cannot  receive  an  anfwer. 

Firjl^  If  there  were  not  abundance  of  other  ar- 
guments againft  this  bill,  the  manner  of  its  coming 
hither,  is  a  fufficient  objedlion  to  it.  'Tis  fent 
from  the  Lords,  and  as  it  chiefly  relates  to  our 
felves,  I  fiiould  apprehend  it  inconfiftent  with  our 
honour  to  receive  it.  We  ought  to  imitate  the 
fpiric  which  our  predeceflbrs  ever  fhewed  in  refift- 
ing  all  attempts  of  this  kind,  all  appearances  of  in- 
jipvation   hy  the  Lords,     Our   predeceflfors  were 

fo 
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fo  very  jealous  of  their  privileges,  that  they  never 
failed  to  exert  themfelves,  even  on  the  fmalleft 
and  nioft  minute  occafions.  Shall  we  then?  fhaU 
this  glorious  houfe  of  Commons,  be  fo  far  from 
doing  that,  as  humbly  to  take  a  new  model  of  our 
conftitution  from  them  ?  Surely  we  fhall  not  fit 
tame  and  acquiefce  meanly,  when  they  think  fit  to 
fhrike  at  the  foundations  of  this  houfe. 

But  if  any  here  could  be  inclinable  to  receive 
the  didates  of  the  Lords,  or,  to  fpeak  out,  the 
diclaces  of  the  miniftry,  I  humbly  apprehend  it 
is  not  in  our  power  to  confent  to  this  bill.  For  I 
cannot  conceive,  by  any  rule  of  reafon  or  law, 
that  we,  who  are  only  reprefentatives,  can  enlarge 
to  our  own  advantage  the  authority  delegated  to 
us;  or  that,  by  virtue  of  that  authority,  wecande- 
fcroy  the  fundamental  rights  of  our  conftituents.  I 
know  indeed,  that  the  notion  of  the  radical  power 
of  the  people,  hath  been  extended  to  a  degree  of 
extravagance  and  abfurdity,  which  I  would  never 
be  fuppofed  to  contend  for.  But  it  is  felf-evident, 
that  this  power  with  relation  to  the  part  we  bear  in 
the  legiflature,  is  abfolutely,  is  Iblely  in  the  ele6lors. 
You  have  no  legiflative  capacity,  but  what  you  de- 
rive from  them.  You  were  chofen  under  the  triennial 
ad,  and  could  only  be  chofen  for  three  years,  un- 
lefs  they  could  convey  more  to  others,  than  they 
had  in  themfelves ;  unlefs  they  could  give  us  a 
longer  term  to  reprefent  them,  than  they  could 
claim  at  ihQ  time  of  their  choice  to  be  reprefent- 
ed.  Our  trufl  therefore  is  a  triennial  truft  *,  and  if 
we  endeavour  to  continue  it  beyond  it's  legal  du- 
ration, from  that  inftant  we  ceafe  to  be  the  truflees 
of  the  people,  and  are  our  own  eledors ;  from 
that  inftant  we  a6t  by  an  afifumed  power,  and 
erecl  a  new  conftitution.  If  we  could  dilTolve  or 
alter  the  form  of  any  one  part  of  the  legiQature, 
why  not  of  the  whole  ?  And  that  is  a  dodrine  I 
prefume,  will  not  be  advanced  here  -,  I  am  fure 

it 
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it  will  never  be  allowed    in   any   place      But   I 
know  it  is  a  very  unacceptable  way  ot  fpeakmg    to 
d  fpute  the  power  of  thofe  to  whom  one  fpeaks  ; 
tdit  may  bethought  a  prefumption  'f  I  JhoulJ 
affirm    in  this  prefent    Parliament  _  (which    hath 
Sen  fo   many   proofs  of  its  Omnipotence)    tha 
e!en  the  whole  leginature  cannot  do  every  thing.    I 
muft  however  always  be  of  opinion,  that  tho    it  is 
r"ec  ived  maxim  in  civil  fcience,  that  the  fupreme 
Li'flature  cannot  be  bound ;  yet  it  is  an  implied 
exceDtion,  and  muft  be  underftood,  that  it  is  re- 
ftrainid  from  fubverting  the  foundations  on  which 
ft  ftands  •,  and  that  it  ought  not  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever,  to  touch  or  alter  thofe  laws,  which 
Treoar  admitted  into  the  conftitucion,  as  to  be- 
come effential  parts  of  it.     I  am  alfo  of  opinion 
S  we  cannot  pafs  this  bill,  ^^ecaufe  it  would  be 
an   nTraaion  of  the  aft  of  Union    which  I  hear  aU 
moft  every  dav  in  this  place  called  an  irrepealable 
Td   fundamental   law.     But  fince  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  Nortb-Britdn  are  fatisfied   in  that  point, 
it  would  be  highly  impertinent  in  me  to  mfift  up- 

*'"But  if  nothing  flood  in  your  way,  if  it  was  ne- 
ver fo  much  in  your  power,  I  think  you  ought  not 
L  r  peal  the  triennial  aft,  except  in  the  laft  extre 
niity    and   in   the   moft  imminent  danger  of  tne 
S      This  law  was  one  of  the  fruits  ot  the  revo- 
lution :  This    law   reftored  the  freedom  and  fre= 
quency  of    Parliaments,    fo  far  as  was  confiftent 
S  L  circumftances  of  that  reign,    which  wa 
Tnvolved  in  a  war,  and  had  occafion  for  conftanc 
and  heavy  taxes :  This  law  was  a  conceffion  made 
to  the  people  by  King  miliam,  in  the  ^idft  of  his 
dfficuldes  •,  and  I   own  the  policy   of  thofe  Mi- 
niE,  who  fhall  advife  his  Majefty  to  give  his 
royal  affent  to  the  repealing  of  it    is  of  too  rehned 
and  delicate  a  nature  for  my  underftanding.     For 
lince  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  P™P°f^  Jj^ 
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Prince  as  a  pattern  to  himfelf,  and  is  purfuing  his 
fleps  with  fo  much  glory,  it  will  be  matter  of  a- 
llonifhment  to  thofe  who  are  not  in  the  fecret  of  af- 
fairs, to  fee,  that  in  the  reign  of  the  one  King  eve- 
ry thing  fhould  be  done  to  enlarge  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  and  to  reftrain  his  fucceffors  from  be- 
ing capable  of  relapfmg  into  the  errors  and  abufes 
of  former  princes  -,  and  that  in  the  reign  of  the  o- 
ther,  there  fhould  be  the  lead  appearance  of  doing 
any  thing  which  m.ight  but  feem  to  ftretch  the  pre- 
rogative, to  invade  and  fhock  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  fubjed,  when  both  Ihall  be  found 
to  rule  by  the  fame  principles  of  liberty,  and  by 
the  fame  maxims  of  government. 

The  triennial  ad  is  grounded  on  the  ancient 
ufage  and  conftitution  of  Parliaments  ;  as  it  is  in- 
tended to  oblige  the  crown  to  call  them  frequent- 
ly. For,  that  Parliaments  were  held  frequently 
(half  yearly,  or  annually  at  leaft)  appears  not  only 
from  the  befl  accounts  we  have  of  the  firft  infti- 
tution  of  them,  and  by  the  two  ads  of  Edward  III, 
but  by  the  writs  of  fummons  flill  extant,  and  by 
feveral  authentic  inftruments  and  records,  How- 
ever fatisfadory  it  might  be  on  any  other  occafion, 
I  am  fenfible,  that  a  dedudion  of  the  hiftory  of 
ancient  Parliaments,  as  they  were  fucceflively 
called,  would  be  very  tedious  and  unentertaining 
in  this  debate  j  and  I  will  therefore  only  mention 
two  records,  one  is  that  famous  inftrument  of  Ed- 
ward I.  concerning  the  Annum  Cenfus^  then 
claimed  by  the  Popes  from  the  crown  of  England  •, 
wherein  he  takes  notice,  that  fome  arrears,  incurred 
on  that  head,  had  not  been  raifed,  as  they  ought 
to  have  been  in  Parliamenlo,  quod  circa  O^avas 
Refurre^ionis  Dominiccd  celehrari  in  AngUa  confue-  ] 
vit :  But  he  promifes  that  he  would  recommend 
the  payment  of  the  money  due,  in  alio  Parlia- 
mento  noftro^  quod  ad  finem  San5ii  Michaelis  proxime 
futuri    intendimus    dante    Domino    cekbrare.     The 

other 
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other  record  is  a  reprefentation  from  the  Parlia- 
ment to  Richard  II,  fome  paflTages  of  which  are 

thefe ^od  ex  antiquo  fiatuto  habent^  ^  confue- 

tudine  laudabili  &  approbatd^  cujus  contrarietati 
did  non  volebit.  That  the  King  is  to  call  Dominos 
^  Proceres  regni  atque  communes  femel  in  anno  ad 
Parliamentum  fuum^    tanquam    ad  fummam  curiam 

totius  regni.     That   if  the  King a  Parliamento 

fuo  fe  alienaverit  fud  fponte,  non  altqud  infirmitate 
aut  aliqud  alia  de  caufd  neceffitatis^  fed  per  immode- 
ratam  voluntatem  prolerve  fe  fubtraxerit  per  abfen- 
tiam  temporis  quadraginta  dierum,  tanquam  de  vexa- 
Hone  pcpuli  fui  ^  gravibus  expenfis  eorum  non  curans, 
ex  tunc  licitum  omnibus  (^  fingulis  eorum ^  abfque 
domigenio  Regis ^  redire  ad  propria  Cs?  unicuiq;  eorum 
in  patriam  fuam  remeare. 

From  the  former  of  thefe  records,  'tis  obvious 
to  obferve,  that  Edward  the  I.  (who  was  one  of 
our  beft  Princes,  and  fo  great  a  preferver  of  the 
laws  of  his  kingdom,  that  he  is  juftly  called  by  our 
hiftorians  the  Englifh  Jujlinian)  chofe,  rather  than 
to  prolong  the  fitting  of  his  Parliament  beyond 
their  ufual  time,  to  diflblve  one,  tho'  it  had  not 
finiflied  its  neceflary  bufinefs,  and  to  fummon  an- 
other within  the  fpace  of  a  few  months. 

From  the  other  'tis  very  remarkable,  that 
Richard  II  (who  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  worft 
Kings  that  ever  fat  on  the  throne  of  England)  by 
abfenting  himfelf  from  the  bufinefs  of  Parliaments, 
and  by  that  means  continuing  their  feffwns  beyond 
their  proper  and  accuftomed  time,  drew  upon 
himfelf  a  fharp  remonftrance  from  both  houfes, 
and  was  at  laft,  for  fuch  pradices,  amongft  other 
things,  depofed. 

Many  reigns  after  this,  Henry  VIII  accom- 
plilhed  what  Richard  II  only  attempted,  and  he 
continued  his  laft  Parliament  ad  libitum  without 
reproof.     But  'tis    well   known    what   exorbitant 

powers 
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powers  they  veiled  him  with  ;  and  God  forbid  we 
Hiould  have  any  refemblance  of  thofe  times  ;  for 
that  Parliament  adled  like  Haves,  and  that  Kins 
aded  like  a  Tyrant.  ^ 

But  if  the  triennial  law  had  not  been  grounded 
on  the  reafons  of  antiquity,  and  the  original  ufage 
of  Parliaments,  it  was  no  more  than  a  reafonable 
indulgence  from  the  Throne  to  the  people,  who 
had  Itruggled  for  a  revolution,  on  account 'of  the 
abufes  of  Parliaments,  and  the  endeavours  to  ren- 
der them  mfignificant.  'Tis  true,  that  Prince 
once  denied  his  royal  alTent  to  it :  But  afterwards 
he  confidered,  that  it  could  be  no  diminution  of 
his  prerogative,  no  blemifh  to  his  regal  power,  to 
retrieve  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Parliaments'  as 
they  were  his  lupport,  as  they  were  the  effential 
part  of  that  conftitution  he  came  to  fave  ;  and  this 
he  found  .he  could  only  do  by  the  frequent  calling 
of  them.  ^ 

Befides,  this  law  was  not  only  a  reafonable  in- 
dulgence to  the  people,  as  has  been  faid,  in  that 
It  gave  them  frequent  opportunities  of  changing 
their  members,  when  they  did  not  approve  Their 
behaviour,  and  was  of  advantage  to  the  public, 
m  making  them  ad  with  more  than  ordinary  cau- 
tion and  circumfpedion ;  but  it  proved  of  great 
fervice  to  the  crown  ;  for  by  frequent  Parliaments 
the  crown  could  only  know  the  immediate  fenfe  of 
the  nation,  which  is  abfolutely  necelTary  for  a 
Prince  to  know  on  all  emergencies.  However  in- 
convenient this  law  may  now  be  thought  to  the 
crown,  and  however  oppofite  to  fome  projeds 
and  fchemes  an  adive  miniftry  may  have  in  view, 
I  appeal  to  experienced  members,  whether  they 
think,  or  can  imagine,  that  the  crown  could 
have  got  half  the  money  it  hath  been  fupplied  with 
fince  the  revolution,  but  by  new  and  frefh  eledi- 
ons.     Such   grievous  and   perpetual  taxes  would 

never 
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never  have  been  endured  from  a  ftale  and  continued 
Parliament.  There  is  no  injury  or  difhonour  there- 
fore to  the  crown,  to  be  obhged,  by  a  law,  to  do 
what,  in  juftice  to  the  fubjed,  and  convenience  to 
itfelf,  it  ought  to  do  without  a  law. 

But  if  you  had  a  power  to  repeal  this  law,  and 
exercife  that  power,  the  people  would  be  in  a  much 
worfc  condition,  than  if  it  had  never  been  granted 
to  them.  They  would  be  bound  up  for  ever  in  a 
lef^iflative  way,  the  only  way  effedually  and  ivy 
recoverably  to  lofe  their  liberties.  They  would 
by  us  (their  reprefentatives)  condemn  fliort  and 
frequent  Parliaments,  and  eftablifh  long  and  pen- 
fioned  ones,  which  is  a  new  dodlnne,  and  fucn  as 
was  never  before  advanced  by  the  Commons  of 
Great-Britain. 

Surely  there  muft  be  fome  fecret  caufe,  lomc 
latent  reafon,  for  hurrying  on  this  bill  m  fo  pre- 
cipitate a  manner.     The  true  reafon,  I  believe,  is 
not  declared  ;  and  for  my  part,  I  cannot  but  fufpedt, 
that  the    miniftry    have   fomething  to  do   which 
they  apprehend  will  not  be  acceptable  to  a  new 
Parliament,  and  which  will  not  (land  the  teft  ot 
the  nation.     I  fay,  it  muft  be  fomething  they  have 
to  do.  For  I  am  confident  they  do  not  felt-condemn 
themfelves,    for    what   they    have    already    done. 
They  have  no  remorfe  of  confcience  for  appre- 
hending fo  many   hundred  gentlemen,    and   con- 
finino-  them  in    prifon  fo    many    months   without 
examination.      For    fuch   confinements    were    not 
only  neceffary  to   fupprefs  the   rebellion,  but  we 
have   been   told   were   intended  as    a    favour  and 
kindnefs  to  the  perfons  who  were  fo  confined.     It 
muft  therefore  be  fome  new  work  they  have  upon 
their  hands-,  what  that  work  is,  I  will   not  pre- 
fume  to  guefs.     But  I  will   prefume  to  fay,  what 
it  cannot  be.     It  cannot  be  a  dtfign  to  abolidi  the 
limitations   of  the  ad  of  fettlement,  with  relation 
to  foreigners  \  becaufe  that  is  no  lefs  than  an  open 

violation 
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violation  of  our  new  Magna  Cbarta^  and  an  en- 
tire infradlion  of  our  original  contrad,  as  the  go- 
vernment now  (lands. 

I  fear  I  have  quite  wearied  your  patience,  but 
the  importance  of  the  fubjed  will  in  fome  meafure 
excufe  me,  and  I  have  but  a  very  few  words  now 
to  add.  I  hope  you  will  rejed  and  not  commie 
this  bill.  For  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than 
that  it  will  be  to  your  dilhonour  and  differvice  to 
pafs  it,  if  we  may  reafon  of  what  will  be,  by  what 
hath  been.  Long  Parliaments  then  will  naturally 
grow  either  formidable  or  contemptible. 

We  have  an  inftance  of  the  one,  in  the  Jong 
Parliament  of  King  Charles  the  firft,  which,  to 
its  eternal  infamy,  overturned  the  bed  conftitution 
in  the  world,  the  church  and  monarchy  of  this 
nation. 

We  have  a  proof  of  the  other  in  the  long  Par- 
liament of  King  Charles  the  fecond.  I  afk  par- 
don if  I  am  heard  by  any  that  were  members  of 
it,  but  I  only  repeat  what  others  have  faid.  There 
was  a  famous  (imile  applied  by  Julian  Johnfon  to 
that  Parliament,  which  I  the  rather  mention,  be- 
caufe  it  was  much  applauded  by  the  patrons  of 
liberty,  and  lovers  of  Parliaments  \  and  becaufe  I 
know  the  author  is  efteemed  above  his  deferts  by 
fome  gentlemen,  who  are  now  debating  for  long 
Parliaments  ;  'tis  this.  That  a  ftanding  Parliament 
will  always  ft  agnate^  and  he  like  a  country-pond,  which 
is  over- grown  with  ducks-meat. 

I  make  no  application  ;  no  man  will,  or  can, 
with  any  colour  of  truth  or  reafon,  apply  it  to  this 
Parliament.  This  Parliament  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  (lagnating  pool,  that  it  might  rather  be 
compared  to  a  rapid  ftream,  or  an  irrefiftible  tor- 
rent, which,  if  continued,  will  bear  down  all  be- 
fore it. 

Mr 
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Mr  Shippen  having  thus  ended,  Mr  Hampden  ^n- 
fwered  him  in  the  following  fpeech. 

Mr  Speaker^ 

TH  E  houfe  is  now  entered  on  the  exercife  of  Mr  H^mp-^ 
a  power,  which,  of  right,  and  agreeable  to ''''"'' ^p''"^- 
the  conftitution,  belongs  to  them  :  I  mean  that 
branch  of  power  which  they,  as  a  part  of  the  le- 
giflature,  have,  of  repealing  laws,  or  extending 
and  limiting  of  them,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  ap- 
pear to  them  mod  conducive  to  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  As  this  right  of  altering  the  laws  does 
undoubtedly  belong  to  the  legiflature,  it  ought  to 
be  ufed  with  the  utmoft  regard  ;  fince  'tis  equally 
a  crime  to  enervate  laws  that  are  found  to  be  a 
fupport  to  our  government,  as  to  omit  the  abo- 
lifhing  or  fufpending  fuch  as  have  not  anfwered 
their  end  when  made,  or,  which  is  worfe,  have 
proved  detrimental. 

It  is  a  commendable  zeal,  when  Gentlemen  in 
their  debates  exprefs  a  tendernefs  for  the  exifting 
conftitution  of  their  country,  and  their  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  leaft  innovation  in  the  frame  of  the 
government ;  and  I  am  not  furprized  that  it  is  ob- 
je6ted,  in  fo  popular  a  manner,  that  the  pafling 
of  this  bill  for  fufpending  the  law  for  the  ele- 
dion  of  triennial  Parliaments,  is  to  fap  the  foun- 
dation of  our  Engli/h  liberties. 

But  if,  upon  an  impartial  enquiry,  it  fhall  ap- 
pear, that  this  bill,  which  was  made  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  nation,  has,  in  no  refpedl,  anfwered  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  calculated  when  made 
into  a  law,  I  prefume  it  may  be  allowed,  that  the 
danger  in  fufpending  it,  is  more  imaginary  than 
real. 

And  fince  it  is  as  unjuftifiable  to  be  tenacious  of 
a  matter  that  has  no  argument  to  fupport  it,  as  not 
to  give  way  to  what  experience  has  demonftrated. 

Vol.  VI.  Ee  if 
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if  this  bill  fhould,  in  it's  confequences,  be  void  of 
proof  of  its  anfwering  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
made,  I  liope  it  will  not  be  fo  great  a  crime  to 
fufpend  it,  as  it  has,  with  induftry,  bten  repre- 
fented  without  doors. 

A  principal  argument  for  continuing  the  trien- 
,  nial  bill  is,  that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  ancient  laws 
of  this  nation,  that  there  fliould  be  frequent  Par- 
liaments. I  find  by  the  laws  I  have  looked  over, 
that  Parliaments  ought  to  be  frequently  held  ;  but 
I  find  it  no  where  laid  down  as  a  fundamental  po- 
fition  of  the  nature  of  this  conftitution,  that  there 
ihould  be  frequent  eledions.  If  Gentlemen  will 
look  to  the  beginning  of  Parliaments,  they  will 
find  in  the  4th,  5th,  and  36th  of  Edward  III 
that,  for  redrefs  of  divers  mifchiefs' and  grievances 
which  daily  happen,  a  Parliament  Jhall  he  holden  eve- 
ry year^  or  oftner  if  need  he.  Let  it  then  be  con- 
fidered  in  what  manner  thofe  Parliaments,  were 
held  :  When  a  King  met  his  Parliament,  they  ufed 
to  fit  ten  or  twenty  days,  and  then  were  pro- 
rogued or  diffolved  ;  and  there  were  frequent  in- 
fermiffions  of  Parliaments,  none  being  called  for 
feveral  years.  By  looking  over  the  journals,  we 
find  the  prorogations  and  difiblutions  of  Parlia- 
ments. 

To  come  down  to  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 
Few  of  his  Parliaments  fat  more  than  twenty 
days,  though  there  w^as  not  a  Parliament,  met 
'  every  year  •,  and  from  the  7th  to  the  25th  of 
Henry  VIII,  there  are  no  journals,  and  confequent- 
•  ]y,  we  cannot  tell  in  what  manner  Parliaments 
were  held.  Afterwards  there  were  feveral  Par- 
liaments, but  not  every  year,  to  the  end  of  his 
reign. 

A  Parliament  was  called  the  firft  year  of  Edward 
VI,  and  in  five  years  fat  but  four  months.  In 
Philip  and  Mary  there  were  four  Parliaments,  but 
llie  feffions  extremely  fliort.     From  the   2d  to  the 
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5th,  and  from  the  7th  to  the  13th  of  Queen  EH- 
zabetb,  no  Parliament  met,  and  from  the  14th  to 
the  25th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Parliament  fat 
only  from  the  8th  of  May  to  the  30th  of  June  j 
and  four  years  after,  from  the  8th  oi  February  to 
the  8th  o^  March  following;  and  in  eight  years 
after,  never  fat  to  do  bufinefs,  but  were  then  dif- 
folved.  There  were  fix  other  Parliaments  called 
in  Queen  Elizabeth^  time  ;  but  never  fat  long, 
unlels  that  in  the  39th  of  her  reign,  which  fat 
four  months. 

The  firft  Parliament  of  James  I,  fat  about  four 
months,  and  in  three  years  after,  fat  about  eight 
days.  That  Parliament  was  not  difTolved  'till  the 
9th  o^James^  but  fat  twice  or  thrice  only.  There 
were  three  other  Parliaments  in  his  reign,  but  they 
met  very  feldom. 

The  feflions  in  King  Charles  I,  were  much  fhor- 
ter  than  of  late  days,  and  very  frequent  proroga- 
tions \  and  in  the  i6th  of  his  reign,  an  adl  was 
paffed.  For  preventing  inconveniencies  by  long  inter ^ 
miffion  of  Parliaments  -,  by  which  it  was  provided, 
that  a  Parliament  fhould  meet  every  three  years  ; 
which  law  we  find  repealed  in  the  i6th  of  Charles  II, 
by  reafon  that  the  provifions  in  the  former  law 
were  looked  upon  as  a  derogation  to  his  Majefty's 
juft  and  undoubted  prerogative  for  calling  and 
aflembling  Parliaments,  and  might  be  an  occafion 
of  manifold  mifchiefs,  and  might  endanger  the 
peace  of  his  people.  The  faid  ad:  is  repealed, 
and  a  provifion  made  therein,  that  becaufe,  by  the 
ancient  laws  of  this  realm^  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward III,  Parliaments  are  to  be  held  very  often^ 
the  fitting  and  holding  of  Parliaments  fhall  not  he 
intermitted  above  three  years.  In  this  King's  reign 
the  long  Parliament  was  held  ♦,  and  whatever  cor- 
ruptions they  were  tainted  with,  they  could  never 
be  accufcd  of  favouring  the  caufe  of  France^  or  at- 
tempting to  enflave  their  own  country. 
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In  King  James  II,  that  unfortunate  Prince,  a  Par- 
liament was  held  in  Ma-^  1685,  and  fat  about  two 
months,  and  was  at  feveral  times,  prorogued  to 
November  1687.  Then  the  happy  revolution  took 
place  ;  and  in  the  hill  of  ri^ols^  i  GulieL  &  Marice^ 
it  is  declared  and  enacled.  That  all  the  rights  and 
liberties  afferted  and  claimed  in  the  /aid  declaration^ 
are  the  true^  ancient^  and  indubitable  rights  and  it- 
lerties  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom^  and  ought  to  he 
firmly  and  ftriBlj  holden  and  obferved.  And  in  the 
fame  bill,  among  that  long  catalogue  of  grievances 
which  precedes  the  faid  declaration,  there  is  not 
the  leaft  mention  made  of  want  of  frequent  eledli- 
ons,  but  only  that  Parliaments  ought  to  be  free. 
In  the  fixch  of  King  IVUliam^  this  now  favoured 
bill  for  triennial  Parliaments  was  pafled  ;  and  up- 
on this  occafion,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  it  is 
ibme  fatisfadion,  that  the  people  abroad  v/ho  look 
upon  the  reign  of  that  Prince  as  an  ufurpation, 
fhould  be  fond  of  any  one  adl  that  paffed  in  that 
time  i  and  I  hope  from  hence,  they  may  in  time, 
be  more  reconciled  to  the  protellant  fuccefTion, 
which  is  in  confequence  of  that  happy  revolution. 

If  gentlemen  will  look  over  the  writs  of  fum- 
mons,  and  the  returns  of  thofe  writs,  they  v/ill 
find  no  mention  how  long  any  Parliament  is  to 
lad  •,  but  the  return  makes  mention  of  the  perfons 
who  are  to  ferve  in  the  Parliament  that  is  to  meet, 
j,nd  be  held  at  fuch  a  time  at  IVefiminfler.  But  it 
mufi  be  allowed,  that  the  Parliament  is  fubjedl  to 
the  triennial  adl  while  it  fubfifls ;  and  therefore 
the  advantages  and  inconveniencies  of  that  law 
ought  chielly  to  be  confidered  in  the  matter  now 
before  us :  And  in  cafe  an  a6l  be  found  prejudicial, 
if  fuch  a  veneration  is  to  be  paid  to  a  law,  as  not 
to  alter  it,  from  any  convidion  of  its  being  infuf- 
ficient,  or  attended  with  ill  confequences,  I  think 
the  lagiflature  will  become,  in  a  manner,  ufelefs.  I 
take  the  principal  matter  to  be,  to  exarnine  what 
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benefit  has  accrued  to  the  nation  by  virtue  of  this 
bill,  and  if  the  inconveniencies  do  aot  out-weigh 
all  the  advantages  ? 

It  is  pretended,  that  by  the  triennial  eledions, 
the  people  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  adde 
thofe  perfons  with  whofe  behaviour  in  Parliament 
they  are  diflatisfied,  or  fuch  whom  they  appre- 
hend to  be  under  court- influences  :  I  defire  it  may 
be  confidered,  how  very  few  examples  there  are, 
of  perfons,  who  having  accepted  places,  have  not 
been  re-elefted.  The  reafon  is  very  obvious  : 
Becaufe  the  people,  who  love  expences,  judge  that 
a  man  who  has  a  place  of  profit,  is  much  more 
capable  of  making  an  expence,  than  he  that  has 
none.  But  fuppofing  any  gentleman  fo  wickedly 
difpofed,  as  to  facrifice  his  opinion  to  the  lucre  of 
a  place,  does  not  fuch  a  perlon,  who  has  fpent  five 
or  fix  hundred  pounds  at  his  eledion,  and  his  cir- 
cumftances  not  very  able  to  bear  it,  come  more 
prepared  for  a  court-tempation,  than  if  he  had 
enjoyed  his  feat  in  Parliament,  and  been  free  from 
the  trouble  and  expence  of  frequent  eledions  ?  I 
appeal  to  gentlemen,  if  expences  are  not  increafed  ? 
And  if  any  inftance  can  be  produced  where  they 
are  abated,  many  more  may  be  where  they  are  in- 
creafed •,  fo  that  the  end  of  the  bill,  in  this  refped, 
is  no  way  anfwered. 

It  is  faid,  that  expences  being  voluntary,,  it  is 
the  fault  only  of  thofe  who  make  them-,  but  when 
we  obferve  the  contagion  of  expences  to  be  uni- 
verfally  fpread  in  the  kingdom  at  the  time  of  elec- 
tions, and  a  diffolution  of  manners  occafioned  by 
fuch  expences.  it  is  time  for  the  legiflature  to  in- 
terpofe,  and  prevent  the  dangerous  confequences 
of  fuch  an  evil.  Do,  Gentlemen,  confider  the 
diftradlions  occafioned  by  eledions,  and  the  im- 
pofTibility,  considering  the  fmall  interval  of  elec- 
tions, to  heal  up  thofe  wounds  which  the  animofities 
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of  parties  have  occafioned  -,  fo  it  is  little  better 
than  living  in  a  continual  ftate  of  warfare.  This  is 
a  no  lefs  fatal  than  undeniable  confequence  of  this 
bill,  which  was  calculated  for  the  eale  of  the  fubjedl. 

It  is  faid,  the  reafon  of  this  expedient,  as  it  is  cal- 
led, is  becaufe  the  majority  of  this  Parliament  are 
IVhigs.  And  tho'  it  is  allowed  that  this  Parliament 
has  aded  for  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  na- 
tion, the  proceedings  of  the  laft  Parliament  are  faid 
to  be  as  meritorious  of  the  King's  good  opinion, 
and  the  nation's,  as  what  this  Parliament  has  done. 

It  is  much  infilled  on,  that  the  Tories  gave  the 
civil  lift  :  That  is  true  s  but  had  they  not  given 
it,  I  believe  the  King  would  not  long  have  been 
deprived  of  it.  It  is  faid,  the  Kmg  was  received 
here  with  the  univerfal  joy  of  his  people :  Why 
did  that  fatisfad^ion  ceafe  fo  foon  ?  Has  the  King 
done  any  thing  to  lofe  the  affedion  of  fo  m.any  of 
his  people?  or  have  his  Minifters?  If  his  Mi- 
nifters,  why  has  the  fpirit  of  patriotifni  been  fo 
much  wanting  in  Gentlemen,  as  not  to  reprefent 
to  the  King,  or  in  this  houfe,  the  crimes  of  thofe 
he  employs  in  his  fervice  ?  But  if  no  real  handle 
for  thefe  difcontents  has  been  given  by  King  or 
Minifters,  then  thofe  who  pretended  fuch  a  zeal 
for  the  King  and  his  fervice,  at  his  arrival  here, 
atled  a  hypocritical  part,  and  meant  nothing  lefs 
than  what  they  now  make  profeflions  of.  Let  us 
confider  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  minds  of  the 
people,  how  exafperated  one  fet  of  them  are  at  the 
necefTary  profecutions  of  thofe,  who  fo  fatally  con- 
certed  the  ruin  of  their  country  •,  and  to  what  de- 
gree that  reftlefs  fpirit  influenced  the  people  in  the 
the  late  rebellion  ;  and  how  induftrioufly  a  falfe  and 
miftaken  caufe  of  the  church  has  been  of  late  pro- 
pagated in  this  nation. 

From  thefe  and  many  other  circumftances  of 
afl?airs,  and  fymptoms  of  the  ill  temper  of  the 
nation,    I    think  the    difpofuion  of  the  peoples 
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minds  far  from  being  fuitable  to  the  bufinefs  of  an 
cledion,  but  rather  for  a  reftoration  of  that  per- 
fon,  who,  the  deluded  people  have  been  taught, 
has  alone  a  right  to  the  crown,  and  came  to  free  you 
from  the  opprefTions  you  now  lie  under. 

SIR, 

So  much  has  been  faid  concerning  the  prepara- 
tions which  the  regent  is  making,  by  extorting  vaft 
fums  from  the  fubjeds  of  France  j  and  fo  much 
has  been  fpoken  concerning  our  alliances,  and  the 
neceflity  of  applying  ourfelves  to  find  out  efFedlual 
methods  for  difcharging  the  publick  debts,  that  af- 
ter fo  long  a  debate,  I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with 
my  thoughts  upon  thofe  fubjeds. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  nation  has  obli- 
gation to  thofe  patriots  who  framed  this  law, 
with  a  view  and  expeclation  it  would  prove  a 
fecure  provifion  for  the  liberty  and  eafe  of  the 
fubjed:  But  could  thofe  great  and  honeft  men 
have  forefeen  into  what  a  degenerate  ftate  this  na- 
tion would  fall,  they  would  have  been  convinced 
how  infufficient  and  cobweb  a  remedy  fuch  a  bill 
muft  prove;  and  they  would  fcarce  have  been 
content  with  leaving  to  pofterity  a  legacy,  which 
experience  has  fhewn  to  be  deftrudive,  inftead  of 
any  real  advantage  to  them. 

I  humbly  apprehend,  that  when  laws  do  not  an- 
fwer  their  end,  or  prove  prejudicial  in  their  con- 
fequences,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  legiflature  to  inter- 
pofe  ;  and  that  the  fufpenfion  of  this  bill  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  violation  of  our  conftitution,  that  \i 
is  the  healing  a  breach  made  in  the  conftitution  by 
thofe  who  obtained  this  law. 

The  reafons  why  I  am  now  for  the  bill  are. 

To  difpofc  the  people  to  follow  their  callings^ 
and  to  be  induftrious,  by  taking  from  them,  foi* 
a  time,  the  opportunity  of  diftratSting  one  ano- 
ther by    eledions.     To  prevent  fuch   who  have 
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the  will,  from  the  power  of  giving  any  new  di- 
fturbance  to  the  government.  To  prevent  ano- 
ther rebellion  -,  there  being  juft  as  much  reafon  to 
exped  one  this  year,  as  there  was  the  kit.  To 
check  that  evil  fpirit  in  thofe  who  have  fworn  to 
the  King  and  rofe  in  arms  againft  him,  or  abetted 
fuch  who  have.  To  difcountenance  that  fpirit 
which  lately  did  fo  far  prevail  in  this  nation,  as 
to  approve  of  a  moft  ignominious  conclulion  of  a 
fuccefsful  war,  by  a  ruinous  peace.  To  render 
fruitlefs  any  concerted  projedl  of  the  regent,  or 
any  other  foreign  Princes,  to  difturb  this  nation  at 
a  time  when  elections,  or  the  approach  of  them, 
have  raifed  a  ferment  in  the  minds  of  the  people : 
And  to  procure  to  the  clergy  an  interval  from  be- 
ing politicians,  that  they  may  be  the  better  able  to 
take  care  of  their  flocks,  in  the  manner  the  fcrip- 
ture  has  prefcribed. 

For  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  too  long  to 
enumerate  at  this  time,  I  am  for  the  commitment 
of  this  bill. 

Sir  Richard  Steele  fpoke  likewife  for  the  bill  to 
the  t^tdi  following  : 

S  I  R, 

skRicbarj  T  T  is  evident  that  new  chofcn  annual  Parlia- 
fpeech!  JL  ments  were  never  the  cuftom  or  right  of  this 
kingdom:  It  remains  therefore  only  to  confider, 
Cnow  that  there  is  a  law  which  makes  Parliaments 
meet,  as  of  courfe,  at  fuch  a  ftated  time)  whe- 
ther the  period  of  three  years  anfwered  the  pur- 
pofes  intended  by  it  ?  The  preamble  to  the  trien- 
nial act  expreffes,  that  it  was  introduced  into  the 
conftitution  for  the  better  tniioji  and  agreement  of 
the  king  and  his  people  -,  but  it  has  had  a  quite  con- 
trary effeft  -,  and  experience  has  verified  what  a 
wife  man  faid  of  it,  when  it  was  enadled,  ^bat  U 
had   made  a  triennial  King^  a  triennial  Miniftry^  a 
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triennial  alliance.     We  feel  this  in  all  occurrences 
of  ftate  •,    and    they   who    look    upon    us    from 
abroad,  behold  the   flruggle  in  which  we  are  ne- 
ceflarily   engaged  from  time  to   time    under   this 
law.     Ever  fince   it  has  been  ena6led  the  nation 
has  been  in  a  feries  of  contention  :  The  firft  year 
of  a  triennial  Parliament   has  been  fpent  in  vin- 
didlive    decifions    and   animofities  about   the   late 
eledions ;  the  fecond  feffion  has  entered  into  bu- 
finefs,  but  rather  with  a  fpirit  of  contradidion  to 
what  the  prevailing   fet  of  men  in  former  Parlia- 
ments had  brought  to  pafs,  than   of  a  difmterefted 
zeal  for  the  common   good :    The  third    feffion 
languifhed  in  the  purfuit  of  what  little  was  intend- 
ed to  be  done  in  the  fecond  ;  and  the  approach  of 
an  enfuing   eledion  terrified  the  members  into  a 
fervile  management,  according  as  their  refpedlivc 
principals   were  difpofed  towards  the  queltion  be- 
fore them  in  the  houfe.     Thus  the  ftate  of  Eng- 
land has  been  like  that  of  a  vefTel  in  diftrefs  at 
fea :  The   pilot  and   mariners   have  been   wholly 
employed  in   keeping  the  fhip  from  finking  ;  the 
art  of  navigation  was  ufelefs,  and  they  never  pre- 
tended to  make  fail.     It  is  objeded,  that  the  alte- 
ration propofed  is  a  breach  of  truft :  The  truft,  Sir, 
repofed   in   us,  is  that  of  the  public  good  ;    the 
King,  Lords,  and  Comm.ons,  are  the  parties  who 
exercife   this  truft  -,  and  when   the   King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  exercife  this  truft  by  the  meafure 
of  the  common  good,  they  difcharge  themfelves, 
as   well  in  the   altering   and  repealing   as    in   the 
making  or  confirming  laws.     The  period  of  time, 
in   this   cafe,    is  a   fubordinate  confideration  ;  and 
thofe  Gentlemen   who   are  againft   the   alteration, 
fpeak  in  too  pompous  a  ftyle,  when  they  tell   us. 
We  are  breaking  into  the  conftituiion.     It  has  been 
farther   objeded,    that  all  this  is   only  giving  great 
power  to  the  MinifterSy  who  may  make  an  arbitrary 
ufe  of  it:    The   Minifters  are   indeed   like   other 
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men,  from  the  infirmity  of  human  nature,  liable 
to  be  made  worfe  by  power  and  authority ;  but 
this  ad  gives  no  addition  to  that  authority  itfelf ; 
though  it  may  pofTibly  prolong  the  exercife  of  it 
in  them.  They  are  neverthelefs  refponfible  for 
their  actions  to  a  Parliament  •,  and  the  mode  of 
enjoying  their  offices  is  exadlly  the  fame.  Now, 
when  the  thing  is  thus,  and  that  the  period  of 
three  years  is  found,  from  infallible  experience  it- 
felf,  a  period  that  can  afford  us  no  good,  where 
Ihall  we  reft  ?  The  ills  that  are  to  be  done  againft 
fingle  perfons  or  communities  are  done  by  fur- 
prize,  and  on  a  fudden  *,  but  good  things  are  flow 
in  their  progrefs  and  mud  wait  occafion.  De- 
ftrudtion  is  done  with  a  blow ;  but  reformation  is 
brought  about  by  leifurely  advances.  All  the 
mifchiefs  which  can  be  wrought  under  the  fep- 
tennial  adl,  can  be  perpetrated  under  the  triennial ; 
but  all  the  good  which  may  be  compaffed  under 
the  feptennial,  cannot  be  hoped  for  under  the  tri- 
ennial. We  may  fear  that  the  Minifters  may  do 
us  harm,  but  that  is  no  reafon  why  we  fhould 
continue  them  under  a  difability  of  doing  us  good. 
For  thefe  confiderations,  I  am  unrefervedly  for 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Snell^  Mr.  Bromley^  and  Sir  Rohert  Raymond^ 
fpoke  againft  the  bill  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

Mr.  sneii's  WT^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^"  abfolutc  ncceffity  for 
ftwch.  y  Y  ^he  bill  which  is  now  before  you,  and  that 
thofe  who  oppofe  it,  are  no  better  than  friends  to 
a  popifh  Pretender.  But  as  I  wifli  as  well  to  his 
prefent  Majefty's  perfon  and  government,  as  the 
moft  zealous  for  his  fervice,  I  fhall  never  refign 
my  opinion  to  words  only,  and  betray  my  truft  to 
ferve  the  purpofes  of  a  Miniftry. 

I  cannoi 
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I  cannot  but  think  this  bill,  if  it  pafs  into  a. law, 
will  highly  infringe  the  liberties  of  the  people;  and 
as  I  can  by  no  means  alTent  to  the  reafons  that  are 
offered  to  prove  it  neceffary,  fo  I  (hall  heartily 
give  my  negative  to  it, 

I  do  not  wonder  to  hear  a  necefTity  urged  for  al- 
tering the  conftitution  of  our  Parliaments,  by  thofe 
*  who  have  given  up  their  own. 

The  chief  arguments  made  ufe  of  for  it,  as  it  re- 
peals the  triennial  ad,  and  continues  the  prefent 
Parliament,  are. 

To   appeafe  the  groundkfs  animofities  of  the 

people: 

To  avoid  expences,  which  frequent  ekaions 
occafion,  to  the  empoveriOiing  of  many  Gentle- 
mens  families : 

To  obviate  tumultuous  riots  and  affemblies, 
which  might  give  a  handle  to  a  fecond  rebellion  : 
And,  iaftly. 

To  farther  our  alliances  abroad. 

How  we  can  poffibly  exped  to  quiet  the 
groundlefs  animofities  of  the  people  by  this  bill,  I 
muft  own,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  imagine  •,  unlefs  drip- 
ping them  of  their  moft  valuable  privilege,  which 
they  and  their  anceftors  have  for  many  ages  paft 
exercifed  and  enjoyed,  may  be  thought  a  proper 
expedient  to  reconcile  their  affedlions,  and  endear 
the  prefent  adminiftration  to  them. 

The  expences  at  eledlions  are  meerly  voluntary  ; 
and  if  any  one  fuffers  by  them,  he  has  none  to 
blame  but  himfelf ;  and  I  fcarce  believe  Gentle- 
men to  be  ferious  in  this  particular;  for  let  us 
look  but  a  little  backward,  and  trace  this  mif- 
chievous  evil,  this  growing  corruption,  that  needs 
fuch  an  extraordinary  remedy,  to  its  original,  and 
we  Ihall  find  it  has  its  rife  from  the  fame  place 

wherxc 
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whence  the  remedy  propofed  had  its  beginning; 
and  that  former  ill  Miniftries,  the  better  to  for- 
ward their  fmifter  views,  have,  by  fending  their 
agents  through  the  kingdom  at  an  approaching 
.  eledion,  debauched  the  people  with  the  public 
rnoney  ;  to  that  pitch  of  corruption  we  are  now  ar- 
rived. It  is  otherwife  impolTible  to  give  an  account 
how  fo  many  Gentlemen  are  chofen  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament, in  countries  and  places  where  they  have 
no  vifible  eftates  or  intereft  ;  nay,  fome  perhaps 
whofe  names  were  never  heard  of  in  the  county  a 
month  before  the  eledlion. 

The  rebellion  is  happily  now  at  an  end,  and 
the  government  fo  much  better  fecured  againft 
riots  and  tumultuous  affemblies,  by  the  wholefome 
laws  provided  by  the  wifdom  of  this  Parliament, 
that  little  or  no  danger  can  be  reafonably  appre- 
hended from  thence  -,  efpecially,  if  we  confider 
the  number  of  forces  prudently  quartered  through- 
out^ the  kingdom,  fufficient  to  fupprefs  the  mod 
daring  commotions  that  fhall  be  attempted. 

The  laft  reafon  made  ufe  of  to  prove  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  this  bill,  is,  that  it  will  enable  the  government 
the  better  to  treat  and  negociate  foreign  alliances. 

But  furely  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  this  as  an  ar- 
gument, are  ftrangers  to  the  conftitucion  of  Eng, 
land',  for  by  the  known  and  (landing  law  of  the 
land,  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war,  treaties 
and  alliances,  are  undeniably  the  King's  prero- 
gative;  and  his  Majefty  may  exercife  that  right, 
as  to  him  feems  beft,  and  moil  for  the  good  and 
benefit  of  his  people,  without  application  to  Par- 
liament, either  to  approve  or  confirm.  But  ad- 
mitting that  of  late  years  Parliaments  have  thought 
themfelves  entitled  to  interpofe  their  advice  in 
treaties  and  alliances,  (though  I  deny  it  to  be 
their  right)  this  is  an  argument  fingly  fufficient 
with  me  to  fupport  the  triennial  bill.  For  fup- 
pofing  a  Miniftry  fhall  at  any  time  negociate  an 

alliance 
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alliance  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  England^  and 
by  their  artifice  impofe  upon  a  Parliament  to  ap- 
prove and  confirm  it  •,  is  it  not  a  peculiar  hap- 
pinefs,  that  fuch  a  Parliament  will  quickly  have 
an  end  •,  and  that  the  people  have  it  in  their 
power,  by  another,  which  muft  foon  be  called, 
to  correal  the  mifdeeds  of  fuch  a  Miniftry,  and 
prevent  the  farther  ill  confequences  of  fuch  a  treaty 
to  the  nation  ? 

But  allowing  the  arguments  that  are  made  ufe  of 
fufiicient  to  prove  the  necelTity  of  repealing  the  tri- 
ennial bill  at  prefent,  I  would  beg  leave  to  con- 
fider,  whether  it  be  in  our  power  or  no,  to  con- 
tinue the  prefent  Parliament  beyond  the  time  for 
which  the  people  chofe  us  ? 

And  as  for  my  own  part,  I  freely  declare  it  as 
my  opinion,  Cthough  I  fhall  always  acquiefce  in 
the  judgment  of  the  majority)  that  the  purport  of 
this  bill,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  continuance  of 
this  prefent  Parliament,  is  not  within  the  compafs 
of  the  truft  repofed  in  us  by  the  people.  And  to 
fatisfy  Gentlemen  that  I  am  not  fingular  in  this 
opinion,  I  would  beg  their  patience  to  read  to 
them  a  paiTage  or  two  from  Mr.  Locke'i  treatife 
of  govermnent, 

^he  power  of  the  legiflative  (faid  he)  heing  derived 
from  the  -people  by  a  pofttive  voluntary  grant  and  in- 
flitution^  can  he  no  other  than  what  that  pofttive  grant 
conveyed  \  which  heing  only  to  make  laws  and  not  le- 
gi/lators,  the  legiflative  can  have  no  power  of  transfer^ 
ring  their  authority  of  making  laws^  and  pacing  it 
in  other  hands. 

Again,  he  lays  it  down  as  a  rule,  That  when 
the  fociety  has  placed  the  legiflative  in  any  ajfemhly  of 
fnen,  to  continue  in  them  and  their  fuccejfors^  the  le- 
giflative can  never  revert  to  the  people  whilfi  that 
government  lafls ;  hecaufe^  having  provided  a  legi- 
flature,  with  power  to  continue  for  ever^  they  have 
given  up  their  political  power  to  the  legiflative  and 

cannot 
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camot  refume  it :  But  if  they  have  fet  limits  to  the  du- 
ration of  their  legiflative^  and  make  this  fupr erne  power 
in  any  perfon  or  ajfemhlj  only  temporary^  at  the  deter- 
mination  of  the  time  fet^  it  reverts  to  the  fociety^  and 
the  people  have  a  right  to  place  it  in  new  hands. 

I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  the  quotation  ; 
but  as  the  author,  in  his  life-time,  was  always 
efleemed  a  man  of  great  learning  and  candour, 
and  no  ways  fufpeded  as  difaffeded  to  the  fuc- 
celTion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  I  could  not  omit 
taking  notice  of  the  fentiments  of  fo  great  a  man, 
fo  conducive  to  a  right  underftanding  of  the  poinc 
now  in  queftion. 

And  if  thefe  portions  are  true,  the  inferences  are 
very  obvious :  The  people  of  England  have  a  fun- 
damental indifputable  right  to  appoint  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  Parliament-,  and  by  a  law  ftill  in  be- 
ing, for  three  years  and  no  longer,  (fubjed  to  the 
King's  power  of  dififoiution)  have  chofen  us  their 
reprefentatives,  in  purfuance  of  that  law ;  and 
therefore,  whenever  that  triennial  term  Ihall  expire, 
have  a  right  to  chufe  new  ones. 

It  may  be  objeded,  that  when  the  people  have 
once  conftituted  the  legiflative,  that  the  legiflature 
is  thereby  veiled  with  the  whole  power  of  their 
electors  -,  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  but,  generally 
fpeaking,  it  will  hold  true.  And  the  people  of 
Engla?idy  having  chofen  us  to  reprefent  them,  we 
are  thereby  empowered,  not  only  to  make  laws, 
but  to  alter  or  repeal  any  law  in  being,  as  we 
fhall  think  fit,  for  their  benefit  and  fecurity  j  and 
they  will  undoubtedly  be  bound  thereby.  But 
then  this  is  to  be  underftood,  where  the  fubjed- 
matter  of  the  laws  we  make  is  within  compafs  of 
the  truti  which  the  people  have,  or  may  at  lead  be 
luppofed  to  delegate  to  us  •,  and  it  is  an  ill  way  of 
reafoning  to  aflert,  that  we  have  a  power  to  do 
what  we  cannot  do  without  prejudice  to  thofe  we 
reprefent. 

The 
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The  right  of  eleding  reprefentatives  in  Parlia- 
ment is  infeparably  inherent  in  the  people  of  Great" 
Britain^  and  can  never  be  thought  to  be  delegared  - 
to  the  reprefentatives,  unlefs  you  will  make  the 
eledled  to  be  the  eledor  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
fuppofe  it  the  will  of  the  people,  that  their  repre- 
fentatives fhould  have  it  in  their  power  to  deftroy 
thofe  that  made  them,  whenever  a  Miniftry  fhall 
think  it  neceffary  to  fcreen  themfelves  from  their 
juft  refentments  :  This  would  be  to  deflroy  the 
fence  to  all  their  freedom  ;  for  if  we  have  a  right 
to  continue  our  felves,  one  year,  one  month,  or 
day,  beyond  our  triennial  term,  it  will  unavoid- 
ably follow,  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  our 
felves  perpetual  :  And  whatever  neceflity  we  may 
be  reduced  to  hereafter,  matters  aje  not  yet  in 
that  apparent  bad  condition,  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple there  is  a  prefent  occafion  for  this  dangerous  in- 
novation in  their  conftitution. 

To  fay  that  the  pafling  this  bill  is  not  to  grafp 
to  our  felves  the  right  of  eledlion,  but  only  to  en- 
large the  time  for  calling  new  Parliaments,  is  a 
manifeft  fallacy  ;  for  whenever  our  three  years  are 
expired,  we  can  no  longer  be  faid  to  fubfift  by 
the  choice  of  the  people,  but  by  our  own  appoint- 
ment j  and  it  is  a  jeft  to  tell  me,  I  have  a  right  ,to 
that  which  another  has  a  right  to  take  from 
me. 

Whoever  will  confider  well  the  frame  and  na- 
ture of  our  conftitution,  will  find  it  calculated  for 
every  circumftance  needful  for  the  fecurity  of  a 
free  people.  We  are  guarded,  by  our  reprefen- 
tatives in  Parliament,  againft  any  arbitrary  en- 
croachments of  the  fupreme  executive  power  ;  and 
by  frequent  and  new  Parliaments  againft  the  wcak- 
nefs,  folly,  and  corruption  of  our  reprefentatives  : 
And  though  many  inftances  may  be  given  of  long 
intermiftions  of  Parliaments,  yet  that  does  by  no 

means 
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means  prove  frequent  and  new  Parliaments  not  to 
be  part  of  our  conftkution  ;  and  it  is  obvious  to 
every  impartial  perfon,  that  without  them  our  con- 
ftitution  is  defedive.  For  thefe  reafons  I  cannot 
approve  of  this  bill.  I  think  it  an  open  violation 
of  the  peoples  liberties,  or,  to  fpeak  mod  mildly 
of  it,  a  breach  of  our  truft  in  that  part  which  will 
moft  fenfibly  affedl  them  -,  and  of  that  ill  ten- 
dency in  it's  confequence,  that  as  nothing  but  the 
fecurity  of  the  Miniftry  can  make  it  at  this  time 
needful,  fo  nothing  but  a  ftanding  force  can  make 
it  laifins:. 


/^•'s  Ibeech. 


Mr.  Speaker^ 
Mr,  ^«,v>  T  May  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  bill  now  before 
X  you  is  of  higher  concern  to  the  Commons  of 
Great' Britain^  than  any  that  ever  yet  was  before 
you  :  It  takes  away  the  peoples  right  of  appoint- 
ing their  reprefentatives ;  it  deprives  them  of  their 
ihare  in  the  legiflature,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
wounds  the  conftitution  of  Parliaments  very  deep. 

No  Gentleman  is  ignorant,  that  the  frame  of 
our  government  is  made  up  of  the  King,  the 
Lords,  and  the  Commons.  Thefe,  with  refpedl 
to  each  other,  have  ever  been  efteemed  feparate, 
although,  when  put  together,  they  make  but  one 
entire  government.  The  duration  of  this  form  of 
government  in  England^  longer  than  in  our  neigh- 
bouring countries,  is  manifeltly  owing  to  the  care 
taken  by  thofe  that  went  before  us,  in  keeping 
thefe  three  conftituent  parts  of  the  political  body  up 
to  the  rules  of  their  firft  inftitution,  by  reftraining 
each  to  its  proper  bounds,  and  in  not  fuffering 
one  to  be  over- borne  or  fwallowed  up  by  the  other 
two :  However  thefe  three  great  parts  may  in 
other  refpedls  be  confidered,  yet  with  regard  to 
the  legiflative  they  muft  ad  in  conjundtion.     The 

afTenc 
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aflent  of  each  to  the  making  of  laws  is  eflentially 
neceflary ;  but  the  manner  of  giving  this  aflent  is 
different  in  the  people,  from  what  it  is  in  the  King, 
and  in  the  Lords.  The  people,  by  reafon  of  their 
number,  cannot  be  perfonally  prefent  at  the  paffing 
of  laws  ;  their  affent  can  no  otherwife  be  fignified, 
than  by  their  reprefentatives.  The  difadvantage  the 
Commons  are,  in  this  refpedl,  under,  is  in  fome 
fort  made  up  to  them  by  the  care  taken  in  the  fram- 
ing of  our  govern  mer.:,  that  they  fliould  be  truly 
and  fairly  reprefented. 

That  ele6lions  fhall  be  free,  is  often  declared  in 
our  written  laws.  It  is  in  effe6t  faying,  that  nei- 
ther the  power  of  the  crown,  nor  the  power  of  the 
Lords,  Ihould  interpofe  in  them. 

The  refolution  of  this  houfe  renewed  every  fef- 
fion,  "T hat  for  a  Lord  to  concern  himfelf  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons-  in  Parlia- 
ment ^  is  a  high  infringement  cf  the  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain,  fufficiently 
fhews  the  jealoufy  the  Commons  ever  had  of  the 
Lords  intermeddling  in  the  ele(5lions  of  their  re- 
prefentaciv/es. 

The  attempts  made  on  the  King's  part,  to- 
wards influencing  elections,  have  been  principal- 
ly by  officers  under  the  nomination  of  the  crown. 
As  this  mifchief  from  time  to  time  appeared,  laws 
were  introduced  providing  againft  it.  The  fla* 
tute  7  Hen.  IV.  c.  15.  recites,  that  law  to  he  made 
at  the  grievous  complaint  of  the  Commons  of  the  un- 
due eleBions  for  Parliament^  and  dire6ls-  (among 
other  things)  'That  Sheriffs  fkould  proceed  to  ele^ions 
freely  and  indifferently^  noiwithflanding  any  command 
to  the  contrary.  Many  fubfequent  laws  were  made 
for  preferving  to  the  people  this  privilege  (on 
which  all  others  depend)  of  being  faithfully  repre- 
fented in  Parliament.  No  kfs  than  feven  adls 
were  made  in  King  William"^  time  for  that  pur- 
VoL,  VI.  Ff  pofe: 
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pofe :  So  greatly  did  the  endeavours'  of  officers, 
to  influence  eledions  at  that  time,  abound.  The 
flatute  of  3  W.  and  M.  c.  i.  takes  notice,  That 
the  officers  of  the  excife^  by  reafon  of  the  greatnefi  of 
the  duiy^  and  the  extraordinary  powers  given  to 
them^  had  frequently^  by  threats  or  promifes^  fo  far 
prevailed  on  el e  of  or  s,  that  they  had  been  abfolutely  de- 
barred  of  the  freedom  of  giving  their  votes ;  which^ 
according  to  the  known  confiitution  of  this  kingdom^ 
every  perfon  ought  to  have  and  enjoy.  It  then  enadls, 
That  any  fuch  officer  who  perfuades  or  diffuades  any 
eleElor  from  giving  his  vote^  fhall  forfeit  one  hundred 
founds^  and  be  incapable  of  executing  any  office  relating 
to  the  excife.  Another  law  of  the  like  nature  was 
lately  made,  in  relation  to  the  officers  concerned  in 
collecting  the  poft-office  duty.  Thefe  laws  are  now 
all  to  be  laid  afleep.  Provifions  made  for  prote6t- 
ing  the  people's  right  of  eledion,  muft  become  in- 
figniiicant,  if  elecSions  themfclves  are  no  longer  to 
be  allowed. 

The  care  taken  by  the  founders  of  our  govern- 
ment to  preferve  this  right,  did  not  flop  here  •,  it 
was  not  fufficient  to  that  purpofe,  that  eledlions 
Ihould  be  free  ;  it  was  likewife  neceflary  that  they 
-ffiould  be  frequent. 

The  people*s  right  to  frequent  eleflions,  was 
founded  on  fubfcantial  reafon  •,  for  fince  they  (who 
could  a6l  no  otherwife  than  by  reprefentatives)  were 
capable  of  being  miftaken  in  their  choice,  and 
the  perfon  chofen  liable  to  be  tempted  over  to  a 
dependance  on  the  crown,  or  on  the  Lords,  and 
thereby  receive  an  undue  irjfluence,  it  became  ne- 
ceflary that  frequent  opportunities  fliould  be  given 
to  the  Commons  to  corredt  their  choice,  and  there- 
by prevent  the  danger  which  the  unfaithfulnefs  of 
their  reprefentatives  might  otherwife  bring  upon 
them. 

That 
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That  the  people  had  a  right  to  frequent  ele6lions, 
is  made  unqueftionable  by  the  bed  of  evidence,  per- 
petual ufage. 

From  the  firft  footfteps  of  Parliaments,  down 
to  the  time  of  Henry  VIII,  not  only  from  records, 
but  from  the  printed  ftatutes,  the  frequency  of 
eledions  does  appear.  The  mod  repeated  in- 
flances  within  that  period  of  time,  are  of  Parlia- 
ments determining  within  the  compafs  of  a  year ; 
no  inftance  where  they  continued  longer  than 
three. 

King  Charles  I.  (that  unfortunate  Prince)  was 
put  upon  governing  without  Parliaments ;  but  the 
neceffity  of  affairs  forcing  him  to  change  his  pur- 
pofe,  a  Parliament  was  called  in  the  i6th  year  of 
his  reign,  in  which  a  law  of  an  extraordinary  na- 
ture was  palled,  viz.  lihat  in  cafe  the  King  did  not 
call  a  Parliament  within  three  years  after  the  deter- 
mination of  the  preceding  Parliamenty  then  the  Lord 
Chancellor^  Sec.  fhould  iffue  writs  for  that  purpofe;, 
with  many  other  extraordinary  provifions.  That 
Parliament  foon  after  perpetuated  themfelves,  fo 
far  as  it  was  capable  of  being  done ;  and  by  an 
a6l  made  the  fame  year,  they  were  not  to  he  diffolv- 
ed  but  by  a^  of  Parliament,  To  the  long  conti- 
nuance of  which  Parliament,  were  all  the  cala- 
mities of  the  civil  war  to  be  imputed. 

This  ftatute  of  the  i6th  of  Charles  I.  was  re- 
pealed by  the  llatute  of  the  i6th  o{  Charles  II.  c.  i. 
But  notwithflanding  the  fond  humour  the  nation 
was  then  in,  even  by  the  fame  a6l  it  v/as  declared, 
That  by  the  laws  of  this  realm^  Parliaments  are  to  he 
held  very  often  •,  and  to  the  end  there  might  be  a  fne- 
quent  calling.,  affembling^  and  holding  Parliaments., 
once  in  three  years  at  leaft.,  it  was  declared  and  ena^- 
ed.,  That  Parliaments  Jhould  not  be  intermitted  above 
three  years  at  the  jnoft, 

F  f  2  la 
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In  King  Charles  IPs  time  another  turn  of  policy- 
was  taken,  which  was  to  bring  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  the  bent  of  the  Miniflry,  by  the  fecret  ap- 
pUcation  of  penfions  to  the  members.  Such  Was 
the  modefty  even  of  that  age,  as  not  openly  and 
avowedly  to  byafs  with  offices,  thofe  who  ought 
at  leaft  to  be  the  faithful  reprefentatives  of  the 
people. 

For  the  efFe6ling  of  this  pernicious  purpofe  of 
corrupting  the  Commons,  it  was  necelfary  that  the 
Parliament  fhould  be  prolonged  •,  which  it  was  for 
eighteen  years  :  Aflurance  of  which  being  privately 
given  to  many  of  the  members,  and  there  being 
time  fufficient  to  gain  upon  others,  (not  fo  far  in- 
trulled  with  the  fecret)  the  defign  was  effe<^ed. 
And  fuch  was  the  behaviour  of  that  Parliament, 
that  it  acquired  the  infamous  name  of  thePenfioner- 
Parliament. 

The  attack  thus  made  on  the  conftitution  of  Par- 
liaments, by  depriving  the  people  of  their  right  of 
frequent  eledions,  gave  birth  to  the  jealoufy  the 
nation  entertained  of  the  intention  that  Prince  had 
of  aflliming  to  himfelf  a  defpotic  power.  How 
uneafy  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  became  on  that 
account,  is  well  known  ;  and  the  nation  has  felt 
the  effedts  of  the  ferment  and  divifions  which  then 
arofe ;  and  by  the  artifice  of  ill-defigning  Minifters, 
have  been  ever  fince  continued. 

The  people  being  warned  by  the  narrow  efcape 
their  liberties  met  with  from  that  Parliament,  did 
(after  much  ilruggle)  obtain  this  law  of  triennial 
Parliaments,  the  only  remedy  left  for  preferving 
their  ancient  conftitution. 

And  now,  after  above  an  hundred  millions  given 
by  the  people,  in  order  to  preferve  their  old  form 
of  government,  here  is  a  bill  fent  us  by  the  Lords, 
which,  if  it  pafles, '  muft  expofe  us  again  to  the 
greateft  of  dangers,  which  is  that  of  a  long  Par- 
liament, 

In 
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In  the  time  of  that  Penfioner- Parliament  (which 
beo-an  in  1662)  the  means  of  temptation  in  the 
Mmifter's  hands,  were  not  fo  great  as  they  now 
are :  The  civil  lift  is  well  nigh  double  to  what  it 
then  was  :  The  dependance  on  the  crown  i^  great- 
ly enlarged,  by  reafon  of  the  increafe  of  officers 
for  managing  the  public  revenue  and  funds.  What 
influence  thefe  may  have  upon  an  exhaufted  nation, 
under  the  terror  which  forty  thoufand  regular  troops 
carry  with  them,  is  eafily  forefeen. 

No  wonder  the  Lords  (who  are  ever  fond  of 
power)  have  fent  us  a  bill  which  admits  of  their 
having  a  fliare  in  the  nomination  of  the  houfc  of 
Commons :  But  I  cannot  guefs  what  fhcuid  induce 
them  to  exped  our  concurrence.  Surely  they 
cannot  think  fo  meanly  of  us,  that  for  the  fake  of 
continuing  our  feats  here,  we  fhould  give  into 
what  fo  greatly  affeds  the  rights  of  thofs  that  fent 
us.  Can  we  be  thought  fo  ungrateful,  as  to  join 
in  the  deftrudion  of  the  power  that  raifed  us  ? 
Can  they  think  us  fo  unfaithful,  as  to  betray  our 
truft  in  this  grofs  manner,  by  renouncing  our  re- 
lation to  the  people,  and  accepting  from  the 
crown,  and  from  themfelves,  a  renewal  of  our 
right  to  fit  here  ?  Should  they  imagine  us  no  lon- 
ger to  be  influenced  by  the  rules  of  juftice  and 
morality  ;  yet  methinks  they  fhould  allow  us  to 
have  {Dmz  fenfe  of  fhame  remaining,  which  mull 
give  us  pain  when  v/e  return  into  our  countries, 
and  look  thofe  in  the  face  whom  we  have  fo  greatly 
injured. 

I  would  take  notice  of  a  matter  that  wa'  men- 
tioned  in  the  debate  (fuppofing  this  bill  fhoul4 
undergo  the  forms  ufed  in  the  paffing  of  bills)  whe- 
ther it  would  carry  with  it  the  obligation  of  a  law  ? 
Of  this  I  own  my  felf  much  in  doubt. 

The  powers  we  are  intrufted  with,  as  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,   appear  in    tlie  form  of 
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the  writ  for  fummoning  the  Parliament.  And  in 
the  indentures  annexed  to  the  return,  the  writ  re- 
cites, Whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to  call  a  Parlia- 
ment^ touching  divers  urgent  affairs^  concerning  us^ 
the  ft  ate  ^  and  defence  of  our  kingdom  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, it  then  requires,  'That  the  Sheriff  do  caufe  two 
to  he  clewed  Knights^  &c.  to  a^  in  and  confent  to 
what  fhall  he  ordained  hy  the  common  council  of 
Great- Britain,  fuper  negotiis  antedidis. 

The  indenture  annexed    to  the  return,   anfwers 
the  writ,   vtz.  -That  they  have  ele^Ied  fuch  and  fuch 
to  attend  according   to  the  tenor  of  the  writ^   and 
given  them  full  powers  to  atl  in^  and  co7ifent  to  all 
things  in  the  f aid  Parliament^  which  fhall  he  hy  com- 
mon council  and  confent  ordained^  touching  the  ftate 
and  defence  of  his  Majefty^s  kingdom  of  Great-Bri- 
tain.    The  queftion  then  is,  Whether  the  autho- 
rity thus  given  us  to  ad,  touching  the  defence  of 
the  government,  does   enable  us  to  lay  afide  one 
of  the  three  great  ellates,   (the  people)  by  deny- 
ing them  their  right   of  ading  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives     in    Parliament,     and     confequently    their 
fliare  in   the  legiflature  ?    Does  the  power  put  into 
our  hands  by  the  people,  juftify  our  turning  the 
dagger  into  the  bowels  of  the  conftitution  .?    This 
doubt  is    increafed   by  the    notion   that  prevailed 
touching  the  invalidity  of  the  ftatute  of  the  *  i6th 
Car.  I.  c,  7.    whereby  that  Parliament  was  not   to 
be   diflblved  but  by   an  ad  of  Parliament.     No 
ad  of  Parliament  was  ever  made  for  that  purpofe  ; 
which   would   certainly   have  been  done,  had    the 
fubfequent  Parliament  thought  that  a  law  made  in 
diminution  of  the  people's  intereft  in  the  legiflature 
had  been  valid. 

*  By  an  a  Si  of  the  con^ueniion  that  met  in  April  1660,  the 
long  Parliament  that  met  in  1640  nxias  declared  to  be  dijfolved : 
But  that  a^  Hvas  not  conjirmed  by  Parliament ^  as  moji  of  the 
other  a8s  of  that  cou'vention  nxere  hy  the  Jiatute  of  the  i^th 
Car.  II.  c.  7. 

I  fhould 
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I  fhould  be  very  willing  to  hear  anfwered  what 
a  worthy  member  (who  jufl  now  fpoke  for  com- 
mitting the  bill,  and  owned  his  fentiments  altered 
touching  the  triennial  adt)  has  told  the  world  in  an 
excellent  treatife  of  his,  *  That  no  people  can  give 
away  the  freedom  of  themfelves  and  their  pofierity  : 
That  fuch  a  donation  ought  to  he  efleemed  of  no  greater 
validity  than  the  gift  of  a  child ^  or  of  a  mad-man  : 
That  people  can  710  more  part  with  their  legal  liberties ^ 
than  Kings  can  alienate  their  crowns. 

Every  body  is  fenfible  that  the  public  occafions 
will  require  large  fupplies ;  and  fhould  fo  much  ^ 
as  a  doubt  arife  in  mens  minds  touching  the  le- 
gality of  the  taxes,  it  will  tend  to  increafe  the  ge- 
neral diffatisfaclion,  (fo  often  mentioned  in  this 
debate)  and  fubjecl  us  to  a  hazzard  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  to  run,  did  we  content  ourfelves  with  pro- 
ceeding in  the  common  methods,  which  the  ufage 
of  many  ages  does  juilify.  For  thefe  reafons  I 
am  againft  committing  the  bill. 


Air.  Speaker^ 

I  A  M  very  fenfible  under  what  difadvantage  I  sir  Robert^ 
mud  fpeak  after  fo  long  a  debate  :  I  will  there-  ^^eX""  ^ 
tore  endeavour  to  contradl  what  occurs  to  me  on 
this  fubjed,  and  to  avoid  repeating  what  has  been 
faid  before  by  other  Gentlemen  :  And  in  what  I 
have  to  offer,  I  fliall  obferve  this  method  ;  I  will 
firfh  confider  the  arguments  that  have  been  ufed 
for  this  bill,  and  then  give  my  reafons  why  I  am 
againft  it. 

The  arguments  for  the  bill  are,  I  think,  chiefly 
thefe  : 

The  expences  In  eledlions. 

*  Preface  to  the  hijiory  c/*  Denmark. 

F  f  4  The 


440  Parliamentary  A.  1716. 

The  animofities  and  divifions  made  and  continued 
by  triennial  elections. 

The  advantages  our  enemies  may  take  of  thefe 
animofities  and  divifions :  And 
"^  The  encouragement  (I  think  no  Gentleman  has 
rpoke  plainer)  that  this  bill  will  f^ive  to  our  allies  to 
treat  with  us,  and  to  enter  into  proper  alliances  for 
^lir  mutual  benefit  and  advantage. 

As  to,  the  expences  in  eledbions,  it  mud  be  ac- 
knowledged that  they  are  grown  very  fcandalous, 
as  well /as  grievous  and  burthenfome  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  England.  They  have  increafed  upon 
them,  not  from  the  contefts  of  neighbouring  Gen- 
tlemen with  one  another,  but  from  ftrangers  (by 
what  influence  or  diredion  I  cannot  tell)  coming 
to  their  boroughs,  who  have  no  natural  interefl 
to  recommend  them,  nothing  but  bribery  and 
corruption,  which  has  put  Gentlemen  under  the 
neceflity  of  great  expences  to  preferve  their  inte- 
refts,  and  to  ferve  their  country.  And  you  muft 
give  me  leave  to  add,  that  another  caufe  has  been 
the  impunity  that  bribery  and  corruption  have 
met  with  in  this  houfe,  when  they  have  been  very 
notorious,  and  very  fully  detedled.  But,  I  fear, 
this  bil^can  be  no  cure  to  that  evil,  it  will  rather 
increafe  it ;  for  as  the  term  of  the  continuance  of 
a  Parliament  is  prolonged,  fo  the  expences  will 
increafe  with  it.  An  annuity  for  feven  years,  de- 
ferves  a  better  confideration,  than  one  for  three  ; 
and  thofe  that  will  give  money  to  get  into  Par- 
liarnent,  will  give  more  for  feven  than  for  three 
years!  Nothing  will  fo  efFe6lually  prevent  ex- 
pence^,  as  annual  Parliaments  :  That  was  our  an- 
cient conftitution,  and  every  departing  from  it, 
is  uilially  attended  with  great  inconveniences. 

As  for  our  animofities  and  divifions,  I  am  for- 
ry  there  are  any, _but  cannot  believe  this  bill  will 
be  a  "^ remedy  for  them.     The  animofities  and  di- 
vifions 
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vifions  raifed  by  eledlions,  are  of  a  private  na- 
ture, and  little  affe6l  the  public  •,  thofe  that  do, 
are  otherwife  to  be  accounted  for,  which  might 
have  been  extinguifhed  •,  but  the  opportunities  have 
been  negledled,  and  I  wifh  fome  Perfons  have  not 
fludied  rather  to  continue  and  increafe  them,  than 
to  extinguifh  them.  I  will  fpeak  plainly  on  this 
occafion.  I  think  the  greateft  animofities  and 
divifions,  the  greateft  difcontents  and  uneafmefTes, 
now  among  us,  have  been  owing  to  the  unrea- 
fonable  refentments,  avarice,  and  ambition  of 
fome,  and  to  the  unaccountable  folly  and  madnels 
of  others.  * 

That  our  enemies  will  take  advantage  of  our 
divifions,  is  not  to  be  doubted,  if  it  is  in  their 
power  ;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that  fince  the  trien- 
nial a6t  palled,  there  have  been  ten  feveral  Par- 
liaments called,  moft  of  them  when  you  were 
adually  in  war,  your  animofities  and  divifions 
great,  and  your  enemies  vigilant  -,  yet  no  incon- 
veniencies  followed,  nor  were  any,  as  I  have  heard 
of,  fo  much  as  attempted  at  the  times  of  thofe 
eledlions. 

The  la^  of  the  arguments  I  have  recited,  is  the 
encouragement  this  will  give  to  your  allies  to  en- 
ter into  treaties  with  you.  No  one  fays  they  want 
this  encouragement ;  no  one  fays  they  alk  it ;  fo 
that  I  may  conclude  this  is  only  a  pretence.  I 
fhould  be  forry  we  had  fuch  allies  as  would  not 
treat  with  his  Majefty  without  our  giving  up  our 
conftitution.  Should  the  like  be  afkcd  of  them, 
they  would  certainly  entertain  fuch  a  propofition 
with  the  contempt  and  indignation  it  deferved. 
But  what  you  are  now  going  to  do,  inftead  of 
ftrengthening  the  King's  hands,  will,  I  am  per- 
fwaded,  lelTen  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  allies ; 
for  this  is  proclaiming  to  the  world,  that  he  dares 
not  call  a  new  Parliament  5  that  he  dares  not  truft 

the 
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the  people  in  a  new  choice.  Befides,  not  daring 
to  call  a  new  Parliament,  carries  along  with  it  a 
fuppofition  to  the  difhonour  of  this  houfe  ;  for  it 
fuppofcs  that  another  houfe  of  Commons  would 
a6t  differently  from  the  prefent ;  which  is  to  con- 
fefs  that  this  houfe  does  not  truly  reprefent  the 
people  ;  that  they  and  their  reprefentatives  are  of 
different  minds  ;  and  that  if  they  were  to  chqfe 
again,  they  would  chufe  men  of  other  principles, 
and  of  other  fentiments. 

1  will  not  trouble  you  farther  with  anfwers  to 
the  aguments  for  this  bill ,  thofe  againft  it,  that 
weigh  mod  with  me,  ai^  thefe:  That  frequent 
new  Parliaments  are  our  conftitution  ;  that  a  long 
Parliament  is  plainly  deftruclive  of  the  fubjc6ls 
juft  right,  and  many  ways  inconfiftent  with  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Is  it  reafonable  any  parti- 
cular men  fhould  for  a  long  time  engrofs  fo  great 
a  truil,  exclufive  of  others  ?  Can  it  be  of  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  that  the  counties,  cities,  and 
boroughs,  fnould  be  long  confined  to  thofe  they 
have  once  chofen,  their  interefts  admitting  of  great 
variation  in  length  of  time  ? 

Frequent  new  Parliaments  are  our  cqnftitution, 
and  the  calling  and  holding  of  them,  was  for  many 
ages  the  pradlice.  Before  the  conquefb,  Parlia- 
ments were  held  three  times  every  year,  at  Chrift- 
mas^  Eajler^  and  Whitfuntide,  In  Edward  the 
II Id's  time  it  was  enacted,  nat  Parliaments  Jhoiild 
he  holden  every  year  once^  or  oftner  if  need  he. 
This  muil  be  underflood  of  new  Parliaments,  for 
prorogations  and  long  adjournments  were  not 
then  known  ;  they  were  never  heard  of  till  later 
years.  They,  began  in  Henry  the  Vlllth's  time, 
that  Prince  and  his  Minifters  knowing  long  Par- 
liaments were  befl  fitted  to  make  great  changes. 
They  were  therefore  inventions  when  extraordi- 
nary things  were  to  be  done,  when  what  v/as  then 

the 
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the  church,    was  to  be  altered,    and  the  church- 
lands  to  be  taken  away.     There  is  nothing  of  this 
fort  now,  I  hope,  intended.     From  that  time  our 
hiftories  tell  us,    that  whenever  the  fame  Parlia- 
ments were  long  continued,    or  the  meetings  of 
Parliaments  long   difcontinued,    they  gave  great 
uneafinefs.      In   the   unfortunate   reign    of    King 
Charles  the  Ift,    there  had  been  an  intermiffion  of 
Parliaments  twelve  years,    which  produced  an  acb 
in  the  fixteenth  year  of  that  King,   for  prevent- 
ing the  inconveniencies  happening  by  long  intermijfion 
of  Parlia7nents.     That  ad,    in^  the  preamble,    re- 
cites the  law  made   in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Illd,    that  Parliaments  ought  to   be  held   every 
year  once  ;    but  that  the  appointment  of  time  and 
place  belonged  to  his  Majefty  and  his  royal  pro- 
genitors:   And  that  it  had  been  found  by  expe- 
rience,   great   inconveniencies    and    mifchiefs   had 
happened   to    the   King,     and   to   the   common- 
wealth,   by  not  holding  Parliaments  accordingly  ♦, 
and  for  prevention  of  the  like  for  the  future,    it 
enads,    That  the  faid  laws  Jh all  he  flri^ly  obferved-, 
and  that  in  cafe  there  be  an  intermiffion  of  the  fitting 
of  Parliaments  for  three  years  together,    if  there  is  a 
Parliament  in  being,    that  Parliament  fhall  be  dif- 
folved ;    and  very  extravagant  powers  were  given 
for  the  calling  and  aflembling   of  another-,    and 
every  fuch   Parliament  was  not  to  be  diffolved  for 
fifty  days,    without  their  own  confent.     This  extra- 
ordinary ftep  was  foon  followed  by  another,   an 
ad,    nat  the  Parliament  floould  not   be  difjolved^ 
prorogued,   or  adjourned,    hut  by  aEi  of  Parliament  \ 
nor  the  houfes  of  Parliament  adjourned  but  by  them- 
felves  refpe£lively.     I  need  not  be  particular  in  re- 
counting the  confequences  of  this  ad  of  Parlia- 
ment-,   for  every  one  knows,    that  fet   of  men, 
when  they  had  thus  continued  themfelves,    never 
flopped  till  they  had  murthered  the  bed  of  Princes, 

and 
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and  entirely   fubverted   our  conftitution  both   in 
church  and  flate. 

Soon  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the 
lid,  the  a(5l  for  the  preventing  the  inconveniencies 
happening  by  the  Jong  intermiffion  of  Parha- 
ments,  was  repealed,  becaufe  derogatory  to  the 
prerogative,  and  becaufe  it  might  be  an  occafion 
of  many  mifchiefs  and  inconveniencies,  and  en- 
danger the  public  peace  and  fafety,  but  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  declared  and  ena6led,  That  becaufe^ 
hy  the  ancient  lai^s  and  ftatutes^  Parliaments  are  to 
he  held  very  oft  en  ^  the  fitting  and  holding  of  Parlia- 
ments fhall  not  he  intermitted  above  three  years  at 
the  moji.  This  law  not  having  been  fo  well  ob- 
ferved  as  if  ought  to  have  been :  At  the  revolu- 
tion, in  the  Convention- Parliament,  when  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  declare  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  fubjed:,  after  many  breaches  had  been 
made  upon  them,  it  was,  among  other  things, 
declared,  That  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held  fre- 
quently. And  what  follows  in  that  ad:,  is  very 
Itrong,  for  it  declares  and  enads,  That  all  and 
fingular  the  rights  and  liberties  ajferted  and  claimed 
in  the  fat d  declaration^  are  the  indubitable  rights  a7td 
liberties  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom^  and  fo  fhall  be 
ejfeemedy  allowed^  adjudged^  and  taken  to  be ;  and 
all  the  particulars  thereof  foall  he  firmly  and  firi^- 
ly  holden  and  obferved^  as  they  are  expreffed  in  the 
faid  'declaration.  The  right  claimed  and  aflerted, 
is,  that  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held  frequently; 
and  fo6n' after  a  new  Parliament  was  called,  which 
fat  "annually  :  But  this  was  not  looked  upon  to  be 
a  complying  with  the  right  claimed,  and  there- 
fore, after^that  Parliarnent  had  fat  three  times,  in 
the  fourth  feffion  it  was  thought  neceffary  to 
come  to  a  farther  explication,  and  a  bill  pafTed 
both  houfes,  but  was  rejected  by  the  throne,  for 
the  frequtnt  'meeting  and  calling   of    Parliaments, 

Others 
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Others  were  attempted  in  the  next  fefiion,  and  it 
is  well  known  how  they  came  to  mifcarry  in  this 
houfe ;  but  in  the  fucceeding  fefiion,  a  bill  pafied 
both  houfes,  and  had  the  royal  afftnt.  That  is 
the  acl  this  bill  is  to  alter  :  But  before  it  is  altered, 
I  hope  it  will  be  fliewn,  that  what  is  afierted  in 
the  preamble,  is  miftaken,  and  has  proved  other- 
wife.  In  the  preamble  two  things  are  afTerted, 
^ hat  by  the  ancient  laws  and  ft atutes  of  the  kingdom y 
frequent  Parliaments  ought  to  he  held  ;  and  that 
frequent  new  Parliatnents  tend  very  much  to  the  hap- 
fy  union  and  the  good  agreement  of  the  King  and  his 
people.  The  firfl  proportion  is  inconteftable  ,  and 
the  latter,  I  think,  will  not  be  denied  •,  for  fre- 
quent and  new  Parliaments  create  a  confidence 
betv/een  the  King  and  his  people,  a  very  necef- 
fary  flep  towards  an  union  and  good  agreement. 
If  the  King  would  be  acquainted  v/ith  his  people, 
and  have  more  the  hearts  of  them,  this  is  the 
fureil  way  ;  and  I  am  peifuaded  this  houfe  v/ill 
never  confent  to  any  thing  that  may  prevent  the 
one,  and  intercept  the  other. 

I  cannot  entertain  fo  unworthy  a  thought  of 
this  houfe,  that  any  Gentleman  in  It  would  at  this 
timie,  in  dired:  terms,  be  for  perpetuating  them- 
felvcs ;  yet  if  they  confent  to  this  bill,  I  Ihall 
reckon  they  are  doing  it ;  for  'hough  it  only  pro- 
longs this  Parliament  for  {^vtw  years,  I  cannot 
doubt  but  hereafter  there  will  be  another  for  con- 
tinuing it  longer  \  becanfe,  before  the  end  of  this 
term,  the  reafcns  will  probably  be  ftronger  for  it, 
than  they  are  now :  Neither  can  I  imagine  that 
Gentlemen  are  afra;d  to  truft  the  people's  choice 
again :  Do  they  think  that  the  great  and  memo- 
rable things  this  Parliaments  has  done  for  the  fer- 
vice  and  benefit  of  their  country,  will  make  them 
lefs  acceptable  to  the  people  ?  No  one  will  fay  fo  ; 
and  then  I  fee  no  reafon  why  they  fliould  be  for 

making 


446  Parliamentary      A.  1716. 

making  this  alteration  in  our  laws  and  conflitutioh, 
which  will  certainly  have  a  very  ill  efFed  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  :  For  they  will  be  ready  to  fay, 
and  with  reafon,  that  after  the  expiration  of  the 
three  years,  you  are  no  longer  their  reprefentatives, 
becaufe  they  chofe  you  to  ferve  them  no  longer. 
With  great  fubmifTion  I  fpeak  it,  in  my  poor  opi- 
nion, King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  can  no  more 
continue  a  Parliament  beyond  its  natural  duration, 
than  they  can  make  a  Parliament.  I  know  at  ex- 
traordinary jundures,  conventions  have  been  turned 
into  Parliaments  •,  but  it  has  been  thought  advifable 
foon  to  determine  them,  and  to  pafs  a6ls  in  the 
fubfequent  legal  Parliam.ents,  to  confirm  what  they 
have  done.  And  I  make  no  doubt,  but  (if  this 
bill  pafles  into  a  law,  and  this  Parliament  is  con- 
tinued more  than  three  years)  there  will  be  an  a6t  in 
the  fucceeding  Parliament,  to  confirm  whatever 
fliall  be  done  for  the  three  years.  There  is  an  in- 
ftance  in  your  ilatute-book,  where  all  the  a6ls  of 
a  Parliament  were  declared  void,  and  repealed,  be- 
caufe the  Parliament  was  unlawfully  fummoned,  and 
the  members  not  duly  chofen. 

I  need  not  urge  farther,  that  the  wifeft  governments 
that  have  preferved  a  face  of  liberty,  have  never  con- 
tinued thofe  long,  with  whom  they  have  intruded 
the  fupreme  power.  That  by  this  bill,  you  have  all 
the  mifchief  of  a  long  Parliament,  without  any  of 
the  good  of  a  fhort  one. 

That  a  ftanding  Parliament,  and  a  Handing  army, 
are  convertible,  and  only  neceflary  to  fupport  one 
another. 

And  that  there  can  be  no  reafon  for  this  bill  at 
this  time,  becaufe  this  Parliament  may  have  two 
more  lefTions,  if  the  King  pleafes. 

But  I  have  already  taken  up  fo  much  of  your 
time,  I  fliall  only  add,-  that  for  the  reafons  I  have 
given,  I  am  againll  committing  this  bill. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  chief  arguments  that  wei'e  urged 
on  either  fide,  for  and  againil  the  bill  •,  and  upon 
the  whole  matter  it  was  refolved,  by  a  majority  of 
284  againft  162,  That  the  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

The  day  following  [Jpril  z§]  two  petitions  againft 
the  faid  bill,  one  of  the  borough  of  HorJJoam  in 
Suffex,  the  other  of  TVeJlkirg  in  Wilt/hire^  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  and  read  :  The  laft  of  them  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ;  but  the  houfe  taking 
offence  at  an  exprelTion  in  that  from  HcrJ/jam^  viz. 
That  they  looked  upon  it  as  an  overturnwg  of  the  con- 
fiitution^  and  as  an  infringement  of  their  liberties^  re- 
jecfted  their  petition.  Then  the  houfe,  in  a  grand 
Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Hampden  was  Chair-man, 
went  through  the  bill,  and  direded  it  to  be  report- 
ed without  any  amendment^  which  being  done,  the 
houfe  ordered  it  to  be  read  the  third  time  the  next 
day.  April  26,  two  other  petitions  againft  the  faid 
bill,  one  of  the  borough  of  Cardiff  m  the  county  of 
Glamorgan^  the  other  of  the  borough  of  Peter  sfeld  m 
the  county  of  Southampton^  being  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  and  read,  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
After  which,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
upon  Mr.  Hampden^  motion,  the  queftion  was  put. 
That  the  bill  do  pafs  ;  which  occafioned  a  debate 
that  lafted  about  two  hours.  Thofe  who  fpoke 
againft  the  bill,  were,  Mr.  Freeman^  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford^  Mr.  Fuller^  Mr.  TVykes^  the  Lord  Finch,  and 
fome  others ;  who  were  feverally  anfwered  by  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  Mr.  Comptroller,  Sir  JVilUam  Thomp- 
fon,  Mr.  Erie,  Mr.  I'ufnel,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Sir 
John  Brownlow,  Mr.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Hungerford 
having,  among  other  things,  infifted,  that  no  fatls- 
faftory  anfwer  had  yet  been  made,  either  as  to  the 
truft  repofed  in  the  Commons  by  their  principals, 
or  as  to  the  repealing  the  triennial  aft  N  O  W  ^ 
Mr.  Tufnel  made  thereupon  the  following  fpeech. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Speaker^ 
UurufneVs  ▼  Think  the  only  queftion  before  us  is,  Whether 
peec  .        j^  j.|^g  triennial  a£f^  as  it  now  flands,  or  as  it  is 
propofed  to  be  altered   by  this  bill,   is   likely  to 
conduce  more  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  ? 

However,  fince  in  this  debate  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  faid  of  the  conftitution  of  Parliaments, 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  mention  a  word  or  two,  on 
that  fubjeft. 

That  Parliaments  were  anciently  to  be  held 
annually^  appears  by  two  ads  made,  the  one  in 
the  4th,  the  other  in  36th  of  Edward  III. 
But  though  they  were  to  be  held  annually,  or 
oftner,  if  occafion  fhould  be,  in  order  to  remedy 
the  grievances  of  the  people,  yet  I  cannot  find 
that  there  ever  was  any  time  limited  for  eledions  : 
But  as  the  crewn  had  always  the  power  of  dif- 
folving,  fo  likewife  of  calling  a  Parliament  when- 
ever they  thought  fit. 

There  was  indeed  a  triennial  a6t  made  in  the 
1 6th  of  Charles  the  Ift,  to  prevent  the  inconvenien- 
cies  which  may  arife  by  the  long  intermijfion  of  Par- 
liaments i  and  therefore  it  provided,  ^at  there 
Jhould  he  a  fejjion  once  in  three  years  \  but  by  no 
means  limited  any  time  for  the  duration  of  Par- 
liaments. This  act  was  repealed  in  the  1 6th  of 
Charles  the  lid,  becaufe  there  were  fome  provi- 
fions  made  in  it,  which  were  looked  upon  as  a 
derogation  to  the  rights  of  the  crown. 

I  believe  I  may  venture  to  fay,  the  firft:  re- 
ftridion  which  ever  the  crown  lay  under,  as  to 
the  continuance  of  Parliaments,  w^as  in  the  6th  of 
William  and  Mary,  Then  fprung  up  the  trien- 
nial law,  which  is  the  fubjed  of  our  prefent  de- 
bate;  and  which,  however  was  defigned,  was 
certainly  an  innovation,  till  then  unheard  of.  So, 
what  is  now  offered  in  this  bill,  is  only,  in  fome 
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meafure,  to  re- inflate  the  crown  in  that  powef 
which  it  had  always  enjoyed.  And  I  can't  but  be 
furprized,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  hitherto.? 
boafted  themfclves  to  be  the  zealous  afTertors  of  theC 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  fhould  of  a  fudden  be  fo 
fond  of  a  law,  which  undoubtedly  is  a  very  great 
diminution  of  it. 

I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  mifuiiderfloodj  as  if  this 
were  the  only  reafon  which  induces  me  to  approve 
of  the  prefent  bill :  No,  though  I  fliall  always 
have  a  due  regard  to  the  prerogative,  yet  if  I 
could  imagine  that  this  bill  would  prove  the  lead 
detriment  to  the  public,  the  lead  infringment  of 
the  liberties  of  my  fellow-fubje6ls,  my  vote  fhould 
never  flatter  any  crown  fo  far,  as  to  revive  fuch  a 
prerogative. 

The  defign  of  this  bill  is  only  to  enlarge  the 
time  for  the  continuance  of  Parliaments,  by  making 
them  feptennial,  inftead  of  triennial. 

Of  the  law,  as  it  now  Hands,  we  have  already 
had  the  experience  about  two  and  twenty  years ; 
and  what  advantage  have  we  gained  ?  Has  it  ever 
anfwered  one  fingle  end  for  which  it  was  intended  ? 
On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  produced  the  mod  mif- 
chievous  efPeds  ?  What  endlefs  divifions  has  it  cre- 
ated among  neighbours,  friends,  nay,  the  nearelt 
relations  ?  How  has  it  ruined  gentlemens  eilates  ? 
Made  them  not  only  beggars,  but  flaves  to  the  very 
meaneft  of  the  people  ?  What  a  fcene  of  corruption 
has  it  every  where  introduced  ^  How  has  it  de- 
bauched the  morals  of  the  nation  ?  Even  the  admi- 
niftration  of  provincial  juftice,  which  has  always 
been  efteemed  the  glory  of  our  conftitution,  has 
been  infedled :  And  I  wifh  the  infcd:ion  may  have 
reached  no  farther. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  fatal  confequences  we 
have  already  experienced  by  this  triennial  law; 
and  thofe  alone,    in  my  humble  opinion,    would 
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be  fufficient  reafons  for  the  alteration  of  it.  How- 
ever, let  us  confider  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
our  affairs.  In  order  to  it,  let  us  a  little  look  back 
to  the  original  of  our  misfortunes:  And  are  they 
not  owing  to  that  unreafonable  cry  of  the  d.mger  of 
the  chuixzh,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  fupport- 
ing  the  church  of  England^  though  manifcftly  in 
favour  of  that  of  Rome  ?  That  unhappy  delufion, 
which  has  been  fo  induilrioufly,  fo  malicioufly 
fpread,  and  fo  fatally  indulged  :  Let  us  confider 
that  unnatural,  unprovoked  rebellion,  which  has  fo 
lately  raged  among  us  *,  and  that  fullen  groundlefs 
fpirit  of  difcontent  which  Hill  lies  murmuring  in  fo 
many  traiterous  breads. 

And  notwithftanding  that  indifference,  nay 
contempt,  with  which  I  hear  the  argument  of  our 
alliances  treated  by  fome  gentlemen,  I  mufl  own 
I  can't  but  think  there  ought  to  be  a  good  deal  of 
flrefs  laid  upon  it:  For  how  can  we  imagine  that 
any  foreign  powers  will  readily  enter  into  any 
treaties  with  us,  for  our  advantage,  without  fome 
fecurity  that  they  fhall  be  m.ade  effedual,  as  long 
as  our  government  is  fubje6t  to  fuch  a  fluctuation , 
and  as  it  were  triennial }  Efpecially  if  it  be  confi- 
dered  in  how  fhameful,  how  infamous  a  manner 
the  grand  alliance  was  broken  *,  the  Faith  of  trea- 
ties violated  ;  the  credit  of  this  nation  funk  *,  its 
interefts  betrayed  -,  our  ancient  and  beft  Allies  a- 
bandoned,  and  ill  treated  •,  new  ones  fought  for, 
and  carefTed,  with  no  other  defign,  but  to 
make  us  a  more  eafy  prey  to  the  Pretender  ?  Nay, 
have  we  not  too  jufl  ground  to  fufpect  that  this 
caufe  has,  all  along,  been  underhand  fupported 
by  thefe  very  Allies,  the  old  inveterate  enemies  of 
our  conflitution,  who  are  always  envious  of  our 
profperity,  and  only  wait  a  fair  opportunity  to 
give  us  frefh  difturbances  ?  And  could  their  vi- 
gilance, their  artful  management,    and  their  trea- 
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fure,  joined  with  the  unwearied  endeavours  of  a 
reftlefs  fadion  at  home,  procure  an  eledlion  in  their 
favour,  what  would  be  the  confequence,  but  to  un- 
loofe  the  doors  of  your  prifons,  to  fet  traitors  once 
more  at  the  head  of  your  affairs,  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  re-ading  their  former  unfinifhed 
fcenes  of  treachery,  to  make  you  a  tributary  pro- 
vince to  France^  and  for  ever  compleat  the  ruin  of 
thefe  kingdoms  ? 

To  fee  the  Britijh  honour  thus  proflituted,  the 
once  arbitrefs  of  Europe^  thus  infulted ;  thefe 
things,  I  fay,  ought  to  raife  in  every  Britijh 
breaft  a  juft  refentment  of  the  injuries  of  his 
country.  ^ 

After  all,  I  am  fenfible  there  have  been  feveral 
objedions  made  againft  this  bill,  which  carry  aa 
air  of  popularity  with  them  ;  yet  which,  upon  ex- 
amination, muft  appear  to  be  of  no  real  weight. 
I  Ihall  take  notice  of  but  one  or  two  of  the  mofl 
confiderable,  left  I  Ihould  trefpafs  too  far  on  your 
indulgence. 

It  is  faid,  our  eledors  chofe  us  their  reprefenta- 
tives  but  for  three  years,  and  that  we  can't  prolong 
the  term  without  betraying  that  truft  which  they 
have  repofed  in  us.  In  anfwer  to  which,  I  mull 
defire  gentlemen  to  confider  the  nature  of  the 
writs  of  fummons,  and  the  returns  to  them  :  Is  it 
not  to  confult  de  rebus  arduis  Regni?  and  that 
they  fhould  have  plenam  et  fiifficientem  pot  eft  at  em 
pro  fe  et  commiinitate  comitatus  pr^di5fi  et  pr^e- 
di5iorum  civium  et  burgorum^  divifun  ab  ipfis, 
ad  faciendum  quod  de  communi  confilio  or  dinar  i  con- 
tigerit  in  pramiffis  :  Ita  quod  pro  defeElu  hujufmodi 
poteftatis  negotia  pradi^a  infc5fa  non  remaneant  ? 
Nay,  may  not  the  fame  objedion  be  made  againft 
the  repealing  or  altering  any  law  in  force  at  the 
time  of  an  ek6tion,  and  confequently  defeat  the 
very  end  for  which  a  Parliament  is  chofen  ?  And 
G  g  2  I  (hould 
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I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  particular  authority 
they  were  invefted  with,  who  made  the  triennial 
Jaw,  which  was  certainly  a  great  alteration  of  the 
conftitution. 

There  is  another  thing  which  I  find  is  very  much 
infilled  on,  and  that  is,  fuppofing  this  bill  were 
reafonable,  yet  why  now?  Becaufe  'tis  now 
there's  the  moll  occafion  for  it.  Are  we  not  every 
day  threatened  with  new  infurredions,  new  inva- 
fions  ?  And  is  it  not  the  profpe^l  of  fuccefs  at  the 
next  eledlion,  however  ill-grounded,  which  ftill 
keeps  alive  the  fpirit  of  Jacobitifm  ? 

No  wonder  then  there  are  fuch  clamours  raifed 
without  doors  againfi:  this  bill,  by  the  enemies  to 
our  government,  as  well  knowing  that  this  muft 
prove  its  befb  fecurity  ;  that  it  muft  eff'edlually  de- 
feat their  meafures  •,  that  it  muft  ftrike  at  the  very 
foundation  of  all  their  traiterous  defigns  ;  and  for 
ever  blaft  the  Pretender's  hopes  of  rekindling  the 
flames  of  rebellion.  In  fhort,  I  am  fo  entirely 
convinced,  not  only  of  the  reafonablenefs,  but  of 
the  abiblute  necefTity  of  this  bill,  in  order  to  put 
an  end  to  our  unhappy  divifions,  to  ftop  that  ra- 
ging deluge  of  corruption  which  is  fo  univerfally 
fpread  throughout  the  whole  nation,  to  make  the 
crown  fit  eafy  on  his  Majefty's  head,  and  perpetu- 
ate the  Proteftant  fucceflion  in  his  royal  family ; 
and  at  the  lame  time,  that  it  is  no  ways  prejudicial 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjedls  of  Great- 
Britain  •,  that  how  ill  foever  a  recommendation  it 
may  be  to  any  future  election,  if  I  can  have  but 
the  pleafure  to  fee  my  country  f^^cured,  to  fee  thefe 
blefiings  fixed  upon  a  folid  and  lafting  foundation, 
and  if  I  can  have  but  the  honour  to  contribute  the 
leaft  fliare  towards  fo  glorious  a  work,  my  ambi- 
tion will  be  fufficiently  rewarded,  tho'  I  fliould,  by 
this  day's  vote,  for  ever  after  be  excluded  a  place  in 
this  houfc. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe  were  the  chief  arguments  that  were  urged 
on  either  fide,  for  and  againft  this  bill  ;  and  upon 
the  whole  matter,  the  quellion  being  put,  that  the 
bill  do  pafs,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
majority  of  264  votes  againfl  121  ;  and  Mr. 
Hampden  was  ordered  to  carry  the  bill  back  to  the 
Lords,  which  he  accordingly  did  the  next  morning, 
{April  ly)  accompanied  by  many  members  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons. 

The  other  mofl  material  tranfadtions  in  Parlia- 
ment, to  the  conclufion  of  the  feffion,  areas  follow. 

On  the  nth  of  February,  the  Lords  read  a  fe- 
cond  time  the  bill  for  a  land  tax^  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing. The  friends  of  the  lafi  minijlry  being  offend- 
ed at  the  preamble  of  that  bill,  the  Earl  o^  Abingdon 
moved,  that  all  the  Peers  in  town  might  be  fum- 
moned  to  attend  that  Committee,  which  was  done 
accordingly.     The  faid  preamble  is  as  follows : 

Aloft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE  your  Majefty's  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjedls,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain 
in  Parliament  affembled,  having  hearts  filled  with 
the  utmofl  gratitude  to  your  Majefly,  for  the  tender 
concern  your  Majefly,  on  all  occafions,  expreffes 
for  the  extraordinary  burthen  this  unnatural  rebellion 
makes  neceffary  to  be  laid  on  your  faithful  fub- 
je6ls,  for  preferving  all  their  rights,  both  facred 
and  civil,  and  for  your  Majefly's  unprecedented 
goodnefs,  in  giving  up  all  fuch  eflates  for  the  ufe 
of  the  public,  and  in  eafe  of  your  people,  as  fhall 
be  forfeited  by  this  rebellion  ;  the  raifing,  or  the 
dreadful  confequences  thereof  cannot,  by  the  mofl 
implacable  of  your  Majefly's  enemies,  be  afcribed 
to  any  one  ad  done  by  your  Majefly  fince  your 
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acceflion   to  the  Throne  of  your   anceilors  •,    but 
even   they  will  allow,  that   all  the   mifchiefs,  bur- 
thens and  calamities,  which  (hall  attend  this  horrid 
rebellion^  are,  in  truth,  owing  to  the  fatal  and  per- 
nicious cotinfeh  given  by  fome  perfons  in  the  late  male- 
admin  ftrati  on  ^    when   under   pretence  of  procuring 
peace  abroad,    the    prefent  deflruftive    war   was 
projected  to  be  brought  into  the  very  bowels  of 
our  native  country  at  home,  when  a  Fopijlo  army 
(part  of  which  God  has  delivered   into  your  Ma- 
jefty's  hands)  was  defigned  to  be  the  protestor  of 
our   holy  religion  •,   and  when  under  the  falfe  co- 
lour of  paying  the  public  debts,  (tho'  their  true  de- 
fign  was  to  deliver  us  bound  into  the  power  of  the 
ancient  eneyny  of  thefe  kingdoms)    the   fame   evil 
counfellors     contrived   unnecefTarily   to   encumber, 
for  a  long  time  to  come,  (if  not  for  ever)   feveral 
confiderable  branches  of  the  public  revenues,  which 
for  many  years  paft,    had,  from  time  to  time,  been 
ufefui  to  fupport  the  public  expence  •,   which  reve- 
nues, in  former  adminiftrations,    to  the  end,  that 
upon  the  conclufion  of  an  happy  peace,   which  we 
had  then  reafon  to  exped,  the  fubjecls   of  thefe 
realms  might  have  reaped  the  fruit  of  a  fuccefsful, 
tho'  expenfive  war.     And   we  your  Majelly's  faid 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  being  fully  refolved   to 
maintain  your  Majefly's  juft  title  to  the  Imperial 
crown  of  thefe  realms,  againft  all  enemies  and  traitors 
whatfover  \  and  for  that  end,  purpofing  to  raife  fuch 
fupplies  as  are  necefiliry  ro  defray   your  Majefty's 
public  expences,   have  chearfully  and  unanimoufly 
given  and  granted,  i^c. 

On  Monday  the  13th  of  February^  the  Lord  Har- 
courts  late  Lord  Chancellor,  went  early  to  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  and  caufed  the  journals  to  be  dili- 
gently fearchedi  ^oi:  precedents  of  amendments  made  by 
the  Lords  to  a  money  bilk     But  few,  if  any,  could 

be 
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be  found,  at  leaft  fince  the  Reft  oration  in  the  year 
1660,  from  which  time  the  Commons  would  never 
fuffer  the  Lords  to  make  alterations  in  bills  of  that 
nature.  When  the  grand  Committee  was  fat,  fe ve- 
ra! Lords  made  fpeeches  againfl  the  'preamble  in 
queftion,  2iS>  prejudging  matters  of  a  very  high  and  im- 
portant nature^  the  cognizance  and  determination  of 
which  properly  belongs  to  the  houfe  of  Peers.  The 
Courtiers  and  other  Whig  Lords  were  fenfible  that 
this  objedion  was  well  grounded  ;  but  being  unwil- 
ling, on  the  other  hand,  to  put  a  flop  to  a  bill  of 
fo  great  importance,  at  this  critical  jundlure,  an  ex- 
pedient was  propofed,  and  admitted,  viz.  That 
they  fhould  enter  into  their  journal  a  kind  of  pro  t  eft 
or  declaration.,  importing,  in  fubflance,  '  That, 
'  tho'  the  faid  preamble  was  derogatory  to  the  pri- 
'  vileges  and  authority  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  yet 
'  their  Lordiliips,  in  confideration  of  the  King's 
'  and  the  nation's  fervice,  in  this  dangerous  con- 
'  jundlure,  were  willing  to  give  their  concurrence 

*  to  the  faid  bill,  without  amendments ;  but  that 

*  the  fame  fhould  not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  for 
'  the  time  to  come,  or  conftrued  to  be  any  diminu- 
'  tion  of  the  judicial  authority  of  the  houfe  of  Lords/ 
The  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper^  and  the  Lord  Har- 
courts  were  appointed  by  the  Lords  to  draw  up  the 
faid  proteft  or  declaration.,  which  v/as  entered  in  the 
journal  of  the  houfe. 

Upon  a  melTage  fent  from  the  Lords  to  the  Com- 
mons, on  the  2d  of  May.,  That  their  Lordfhips 
had  paffed  a  bill,  intituled,^;?  a5l  for  allowing  of  Conn- 
fel  to  all  pcrfons  who  fhall  be  proceeded  againft  in  Par- 
liament for  any  crimes  of  treafon.,  or  mifprifion  of  trea- 
fan.,  to  which  they  de fired  the  concurrence  of  the 
Commons,  the  faid  bill  was  read  the  firft  time  ;  and 
after  fome  debate,  the  queftion  being  put,  That  it  he 
read  a  fecond  time^  it  Jpaffed  in  the  negative.     Here 
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we  may  take  notice,  that  there  is  a  law  in  force,  for 
allowing  counlel  to  all  perfons  in  cafes  of  treafon,  or 
mifprifion  of  treafon,  provided  the  faid  counfel  con- 
fine themfelves  to  ipeak  to  matters  of  law  only  : 
But  by  this  bill  which  the  Lords  had  pafTed,  they 
were  alfo  to  be  permitted  to  fpeak  to  matters  of 
fad  ;  which  the  Commons  would  not  confent  to, 
and  therefore  rejected  the  bill. 

After  this,  nothing  of  great  moment  paffed  in 
Parliament,  'till  the  middle  of  the  next  month ; 
fome  time  before  which,  the  King  had  refolved  to 
vifithis  dominions  in  Germany^  but  it  being  provided 
by  the  act  of  fettlement,  That  no  perfon  who  fliould 
thereafter  come  to  the  pofiefllon  of  the  crown,  fhould 
go  out  of  the  dominions  of  England^  Scotland^  or 
Ireland,  without  confent  of  Parliament,  the  court 
had  been  fome  time  in  fufpenfe  how  to  get  over 
that  refl:ri(5tion  •,  the  afking  the  Parliament's  con- 
fent, either  by  meflage  or  otherwife,  being  thought 
derogatory  of  the  royal  prerogative  ;  of  which  fome 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  being  made 
fenfible,  S'wjohn  Cope  moved,  on  the  15th  o^  June, 
That  fo  much  of  the  a6l  of  the  12th  and  13th 
years  of  the  reign  of  his  Majefty  King  William 
the  Illd,  intituled,  Ana£f  for  the  farther  limitation  of 
the  crown^  and  better  fe curing  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  fubjeEis^  might  be  read,  as  enatRis,  That  no  perfon 
who  ffjotild  thereafter  come  to  the  poffeffwn  of  the  crown, 
fbould  gf)  out  of  the  dominions  <?/ England,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland,  ^joithout  confent  of  Parli anient  :  The  fame 
was  read  accordingly,  and  then,  upon  his  motion, 
in  which  he  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Hampden,  it  was 
refolved,  nemine  co7itradicente.  That  a  bill  be  brought 
in  for  repealing  the  faid  claufe  ;  and  that  Sir  John 
Cop  and  Mr.  Hampden  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
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On  Monday  the  18th  of  June^  Sir  John  Cope^  ac- 
cording to  order,  prefented  the  faid  bill  to  the  houle, 
where  it  was,  that  day,  read  twice,  and,  without 
going  through  a  Committee,  ordered  to  be  engrofied. 
This  bill  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hampden ^  as  fol- 
lows: 

WHEREAS  it  has  plealed  Almighty 
God  to  place  his  Majefly  on  the  Throne 
of  his  anceftors,  and  farther  to  blefs  thefe  nations 
with  a  numerous  progeny  of  his  faid  Majefly's 
royal  family,  and  in  particular,  with  a  JPrince 
endowed  with  all  virtues  and  qualifications  requi- 
fite  to  render  pofherity  flourifhing  and  happy  :  And 
whereas  it  is  agreeable  to  the  ancient  conftitution  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  that  theperfon  of  the  King  fliould 
freely  enjoy  all  and  every  the  jufl  and  undoubted 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  the  crown  :  And 
whereas  by  an  a6t  of  Parliament  pafled  in  the  12  th 
and  13th  years  of  the  reign  of  our  late  Sovereign 
Eord  King  William  III,  of  glorious  memory,  in- 
titled.  An  a5l  for  the  farther  limitation  of  the  crown  y 
and  letter  fecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  cfthefubjeBs^ 
It  was  (among  other  things)  enacted.  That  no  per- 
fon  who  fhould  thereafter  come  to  the  poffeiTion  of 
the  crown,  fhould  go  out  of  the  dominions  of 
England^  Scotland^  or  Ireland^  without  confent  of 
Parliament:  which  reflridlion  may  prove  incon- 
venient with  regard  to  the  fervice  of  our  Sove- 
reign Lord  the  King,  (by  God's  mercy  now  pof- 
feffed  of  the  crown)  and  of  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  : 
Be  it  therefore  enabled,  That  the  claufe  in  the  faid 
recited  ad  contained,  and  the  reftridlion  by  the 
fame  claufe  meant  or  intended,  are,  and  Hiall  be 
repealed,  and  fhall  for  ever  be,  and  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  void,  and  of  none  effed:  ;  any  thing  in 
the  faid  recited  ad,  or  any  Oiher  aft,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithflanding, 
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June  19,  The  faid  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
palled  nemine  contradicentey  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords 
by  Sir  John  Cope, 

On  the  26th  of  June^  the  King  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and 
attending,  hisMajefly  gave  the  royal  afifentto  feve- 
ral  piibhc  and  private  bills,  after  which,  he  declared 
from  the  Throne,  That  he  had  ordered  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  deliver  his  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of 
Parliam.ent,  in  his  Majefty's  name  and  words :  And 
the  Lord  Chancellor  did  accordingly  read  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech  delivered  into  his  hands  by  hisMaje- 
Hy  from  the  Throne. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  King's  T  Cauuot  put  an  end  to  this  feffion,  without  ex- 
fjecch.  ^  prefiing  to  you  my  fatisfaclion  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Parliament.  The  wholefome  and  ne- 
cefHiry  laws  v/hich  have  been  pafled  with  fo  much 
ileadinefs,  refolution,  and  unanimity,  will,  I 
truft  in  God,  anfwer  thofe  good  ends  which  it  is 
evident  you  have  had  in  view,  by  defeating  the 
defigns,  and  reducing  the  fpirit  of  our  enemies,  by 
encouraging  our  friends,  and  raifing  the  credit  and 
reputation  of  the  nation  abroad  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  that  J  may  realbnably  expet^l  the  fruits  of  a 
fettled  government  •,  efpecially  being  fupported  by 
a  Parliament  zealous  for  the  profperity  of  their 
country,  and  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  Europe. 

I  am  confident  my  condudl  hitherto,  in  fuppref- 
fing  the  rebellion,  and  punifhing  thofe  concerned 
in  it,  has  been  fuch,  as  demonftrates  I  defire  ra- 
ther to  leiTen  their  numbers  by  reclaiming  them, 
than  by  making  examples  ;  but  am  forry  to  find 
that  the  num.erous  inilances  of  mercy  which  I  have 
lliewn,  have  had  no  other  effed,  than  to  encou- 
rage the  fadion  of  the  Pretender,  to  renew  their 
hifults  upon  my  authority,  and  the  laws  of  the 
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kingdom,  and  even  to  afFed:,  with  the  greatefl  in- 
folence,  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  from  my  good 
and  faithful  fubjeds,  adting  with  fuch  folly  and 
madnefs,  as  if  they  intended  to  convince  the 
world,  they  are  not  to  be  reduced  to  quiet,  and 
fubmiflion  to  my  government,  by  fuch  gentle 
methods  as  are  moft  agreeable  to  my  own  inclina- 
tions. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
I  return  you,  in  particular,  my  thanks  for  the 
fupplies  you  have  given ;  which,  although  they 
fall  fhort  of  the  fums  you  found  neceffary,  and 
have  voted,  for  the  fervice  of  the  whole  year  ;  yet, 
by  the  encouragement  you  have  given  to  make 
them  effecStual,  may,  I  hope,  be  fo  managed  as 
to  carry  on  the  current  fervice  till  another  fejOTion 
of  Parliament.  ^ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I  am  very  fenfible  there  are  matters  of  great 
confequence  ftill  depending  before  you ;  but  as 
they  have  hitherto  been  poftponed,  out  of  abfolute 
neceffity,  by  intervening  affairs  of  a  more  prefling 
nature,  and  of  the  moft  immediate  concern  to  the 
peace  and  fafety  of  the  nation,  I  thought  the  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  required  I  fhould  defer  your  far- 
ther proceedings  till  the  next  feflions  rather  than 
you  fiiould  be  detained  out  of  your  refpedive  coun- 
tries longer  -than  could  be  confiftent  with  your  pri- 
vate concerns. 

I  cannot  doubt  but  that,  during  this  recefs,  you 
will  all  ufe  your  beft  endeavours  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  difcourage  and  fup- 
prefs  all  manner  of  diforders,  fince,  as  the  firft 
fcene  of  the  late  rebellion  was  opened  and  ufhered 
in  by  tumults  and  riots ;  fo  you  may  be  aflured, 
upon  what  pretence  foever  they  are  raifed,    they 

can 
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can  have  no  other  tendency,  but  to  fupport  the 
fpirit  of  a  fadlion,  reftlefs  and  unwearied  in  their 
endeavours  to  renew  the  rebellion,  and  to  fub- 
vert  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  their 
country. 

I  defign  to  make  ufe  of  the  approaching  recefs, 
to  vifit  my  dominions  in  Germany^  and  to  provide 
for  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  during 
my  abfence,  by  conftituting  my  beloved  fon,  the 
Prince  of  Wales ^  Guardian  of  the  realm,  and  my 
Lieutenant  within  the  fame. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefiy's 
command,  prorogued  the  Parl-ament  to  the  7th  day 
of  Augiifi  following. 

After  feveral  prorogations,  the  Britijh  Parliament 
met  the  20th  of  February.  The  moft  remarkable 
tranfadions  of  that  feflions,  are  as  follows. 

ON  the  3d  of  April.,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  de- 
livered to  the  houfc    the  following  meiTage 
from  his  Majefty,  viz. 

GEORGE    R. 

The  K-nc^s  T  T  ^^  ^^M^(^b'  being  dejirous^  a^ove  all  things.,  not 
meffage  >or  J~J^  ohU  to  fcctire  hiS  kingdoiHS  againfi  the  prefent 
\^\ni'^slv£-  danger .^  with  'which  they  are  threatened  frord  Sweden, 
^-^  hut  likeivife  to  prevent,  as  far  as  is  pojfihle^  the  like  ap- 

prehenfwris  for  the  future,  thinks  it  necejfary^  that  fuch 
meafures  fhould  he  early  concerted  with  other  Princes  \ 
a'tid    States^  as  may  conduce  mojl   effectually  to  this  '' 
end. 

And  as  this  may  require  fome  e^cpence^  his  Majefty 

hopes  that  his  Commons  "joill^  hy  their  afjiftance  at  this 

jun  51  ure  ^-enable  him  to  make  good  fuch  engagements  as 

may  eafi  his  people  of  all  future  charge  and  apprehen- 

fyns  upon  this  account. 

The 
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The  confideration  of  this  iinexpe6led  mefHige  was 
put  off  to  the  next  day,  when  Mr.  Secretary  Sian- 
hope  made  a  motion,  nat  a  fupply  he  granted  to  en-  Debates 
able  his  Majcfty  to  concert  fuch  meafiires  with  foreign  '  ^"^"P°"' 
Trinces  and  States^  as  may  prevent  any  charge  or  appre- 
henfions  from  the  defigns  of  Sweden  for  the  future. 
Mr.  Stanhope  Ihewed  the  advantage  and  fecurity  that 
would  redound  to  the  nation,  by  enabling  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  reduce  the  King  of  Sweden  \  and  what  con- 
fidence they  ought  to  repofe  in  the  King's  honour, 
wifdom,  and  oeconomy  in  the  management  of  what 
money  fhould  be  thought  necelTary  for  that  fervice. 
Hereupon  Mr.  Shippen  faid,  among  other  things, 
'  That  it  was   a  great  misfortune,    that   fo  wife  Mr.  ^hip- 
'  and  fo  excellent  a  Prince  as  his   Majefly,  was  ^'"^^j^^ 
'  as  little  acquainted    with  the    ufage  and  forms 
'  of     parliamentary     proceedings,    as    with     the 

*  language    of  our   country:    That    if  he    knew 

*  either,  he  would  not  have  fent  fuch  a  melfage, 
'  which  he  was  fure,  was  unparliamentary  and  un- 
'  precedented  \  and  therefore  it  was  his  opinion,  that 
'  the  lame  was  penned  by  fome  foreign  Minifter, 

*  and  then  tranflated   into  Englifh.     That  fince  the 

*  King's  acceffion  to  the  Throne,  there  had  been 
'  many  refledions  cad  in  that  houfe,  upon  the  laff 
'  minifiry^  as  if  they  had  betrayed  the   intereft  of 

*  their  country  :  That,  on  the  contrary,  they  had 
'  often  been  told,  that  his  Majefty  had  retrieved  the 
'  honour  and  reputation  of  the  nation,  the  effe^s  of 
'  which  had  already  appeared  in  the  fiourifhing  condi- 

*  iion  of  our   trade.     That  after  all  this,  he  could 

*  not  but  be  very  much  furprized,  to  find  a  naotion 

*  made  for  a  fupply  of  money,  to  enable  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  to  enter  into  new  meafures,   to  fecure  his 

*  kingdom  againft-  any  future  apprehenfions  from 

*  the  Swedes.  That  the  neceflity  that  was  urged 
'  for  this,  feemed  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  ac- 
'  counts  of  thofe  glorious  advantages  his  Majefty 

''  had 
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<  had  obtained  for  us.     Asd  he  could  not  help  be 

<  ing  of  the  opinion,  that  if  the  new  alliances  and 

*  meafures  to  be  concerted,  were  fuch  as  were  to  be 

*  obtained    purely    by  the  force   of  our  money, 

*  that  the  happinefs  or  the  fecurity  of  the  nation 
«  could  never  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  counfels  ; 

*  for,  whenever  foreigners  come  to  tafte  the  fweetnefs 
«  of  Englijh  money,  we  might  depend  upon  it,  that 

*  their  adherence  to  our  intereft  would  laft  no  longer 

*  than  we  continued  to  fupply  their  necelTities.* 
Mr.  Hungerford^  who  feconded  Mr.  Shippen^  faid, 
among  other  particulars,  '  That  for  his  part,  he 
'  could  not  underftand  what  occafion  there  was  for 

*  new  alliances,  much  lefs,  that  they  fnould  be  pur- 

*  chafed  with  money  -,  that  it  mud  needs  be  very 
'  furprizing  to  the  whole  world,  that  a  nation,  not 
'  long  ago,  the  terror  of  France  and  Spain^  fhould 
^  now  feem  to  fear  fo  inconfiderable  an  enemy  as  the 

*  King  of  Sweden  ;  efpecially  when  we  had  fo  good 

*  a  fleet  at  fea,  and  fo  great  an  army  on  land.* 
Some  other  fpeeches  were  made  on  the  fame  fide, 
which  gave  Mr.  Stanhope  occafion  to  fay.  That  he 
was  very  forry  to  find  gentlemen  grow  fo  warm  upon 
a  fuhje^  of  this  nature  \  that  the  King  was  a  Prince 
of  that  integrity  and  honour^  and  had  already  given 
fuch  convincing  proofs  of  his  care  for  the  true  inter efi  of 

the  nation^  that  they  might  entirely  depend  upon  his 
wifdom  in  this  matter  y  and  therefore  he  was  of  opi- 
nion^ that  none  would  refufe  compliance  with  this  mef- 
fage^  but  fuch  as  either  were  not  the  King^s  friends^  or 
who  diftrufted  the  honefly  of  his  Miniflers  ;  or  words 
to  that  effe^l.  This  gave  offence  to  feveral  mem- 
bers; and  Mr.  Lawfon^  one  of  the  Knights  of  the 
fhire  for  Cumberland^  replied  thereupon,  '  That  he 
'  was  very  much  furprized  to  find  fuch  unguarded 

*  exprefiions  fall  from  that  worthy  and  honourable 
'  Gentleman,  for  whom,  he  was  fure,  the  v/hole 

*  houfe  had  a  very  great  regard.     But  fince  he  had 

^  thought 
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«  thought  fit  to  fpeak  fo  openly,  lie  hoped  he  might 

*  be  well  juftified  in  faying,  That  if  every  member 
'  of  this  houfe,  that  ufed  freedom  of  fpeech  on  any 

*  fubjedl  of  debate,  mud  be  accounted  an  enemy  to 

*  the  King,  when  he  happens  not  to  fall  in  with  his 

*  Minillers ;  he  knew  no  fervice  they  were  capable 

*  of  doing  for  their  country  in  that  houfe ;  and  there- 

*  fore  it  was  his  opinion,  that  they  had  nothing  elfe 

*  to  do,  but  to  retire  to  their  country  feats,  and 
'  leave  the  King  and  his  Minifters  to  take  what  they 

*  pleafed.'  Mr.  Bofcawen^  Comptroller  of  the 
houfliold.  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote^  Mr.  Horatio  WaU 
pole^  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  backed  Mr.  Stan- 
kopeS  motion  •,  but  William  Grimftone^  Efq;  mem- 
ber for  St.  Alban's,,  and  fome  other  /F/^/g-- members, 
fpoke  on  this  occafion,  on  the  other  fide  •,  and  what 
was  flill  more  emphatically  difcouraging,  was  the  fi- 
lence  of  Mr.  Robert  JValpole^  firflLord  Commiflion- 
er  of  the  treafury  •,  upon  which  the  court  members 
moved,  and  it  was  accordingly  refolved,  ll'hat  the 
houfe  would^  upon  the  Monday  morning  next^  refolve 
it  f elf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe ^  to  confider 
of  Mr,  StanhopeV  motion  for  afupply.  After  this 
it  was  alfo  refolved,  to  addrefs  his  Majefty.,  that  the 
the  treaty  made  between  his  late  Majefty  King  William 
(of  glorious  memory)  and  the prefent  King  of  Sweden, 
be  laid  before  the  houfe  :  Purfuant  to  which  addrefs, 
Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  on  Saturday  the  6th  of 
yf/>n7,  laid  before  the  houfe  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
with  Sweden,  the  16th  of  January  1699- 1700, 
which  was  read. 

April  8th,  the  Commons  went  into  a  Committee  Farther  ^e- 
of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider   of  the  motion  of  houfe'of '' ' 
'Thurfday  lafb,  for  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  his  Ma-  Comm<xis 
jefty,  againfl  the  defigns  of  Sweden  for  the  future  ;  fuppK-  a-" 
for  the  neceffity  of  which,  Mr.  Stanhope  alledged  fe-  g-|''^*^'  ^■^^••■ 
veral  reafons,    and  was  feconded    by   Mr.   Craggs 
Junior,  Mr.  Bofcawen^    Mr.  Aiflahie,    and  feveral 

others. 
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Others.  On  the  other  fide,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  Hun- 
gerford^  Mr.  Hutchinfon^  the  Lord  Guernfey^  Mr, 
Herne^  Mr.  Ward^  and  feme  others,  urged,  that 
'  'Twas  unparliamentary  to  grant  a  fupply,    before 

*  the  occafion  was  known,    and  an  eftimate  of  the 

*  expence  was  laid  before  the  houfe :  That  the  King'5 

*  meffage  about  this  matter  was  fo  unprecedented, 
'  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters  feemed  to  be  divided 

*  about  it;  and  that  'twas  a  great  misfortune  fucii 
'  divifions  fhould  happen  among  the  miniftry,    for 

*  then  a  Parliament  cannot  have  a  true  information 

*  of  things.     That  they  could  not  eafily  apprehend 

*  what  occafion  there  was  to  make  new  alliances, 
'  fince  we  had  a  {landing  army  in  Great -Britain^  and 
'  a  confiderable  fleet  at  feaj  which  fufficiently  fecured 
'  his  Majefty's  kingdoms  againft  any  danger  from 
'  Sweden  \  that  if  we  defigned  to  make  an  offenfive 
'  war  againft  that  crown,  why  did  we  not  fend  part 
'  of  cur  forces  on  board  our  fleet  -,  efpecially,  fince 

*  we  were  now  lecure  at  home,    both  by  the  fup^ 

*  prefTion  of  the  late  rebellion,  and  by  the  conclu- 
'  fion  of  the  triple  alliance,  which  the  Regent  of 
^  France  had  begun  faithfully  to  perform,    by  cau- 

*  fing  the  Pretender  to  pafs  the  Alps.     However,  if 

*  the  court  infifted  on  the  neceflify  of  entering  into 
'  new  engagements  againft  Sweden,  they  thought  it 
'  proper  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,    to  acquaint  the 

*  houfe  with  the  nature  of  thofe  engagements,  and 
'  the  fum  that  was  requifite  to  make  them  good.' 
To  this  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  fome  other  gentlemen, 
anfwered  in  fubftance.  That  the  difcovery  of  the  late 
confpiracy  carried  on  by  the  Swediili  Minifters^  in  con- 

jiinofion  with  the  difcontented  party  at  home,  fufficient- 
ly  evinced  the  necejfity  of  a  jianding  army  in  Great- 
Britain.  That  the  treaty  of  triple -alliance^  feemed, 
indeed,  to  fecure  us  againfi  any  danger  on  the  part  of 
France ;  but  that  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  the  f aid 
treaty  had  met  with  fo  great  oppofition  at  the  French 
court,    that  had  not  the  Regent  Jiickled Jlrenuoujly  for 

it. 
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?7,  the  fame  would  have  infallibly  ynif carried  ;  and  t ho* 
hitherto^  we  had  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to  commend 
the  honcjiy  and  candour  of  that  Prince  ;  yet  in  good 
policy y  we  ought  not  to  depend  on  that  treaty  any  longer 
than  it  fljall  be  the  inter  eft  of  France  to  cbferve  it. 
And  as  for  the  addrefs  that  was  moved,  it  was  an- 
fwered,  'That  the  fame  would  be  injurious  to  the  King's 
prerogative  of  entering  into  fuch  alliances  as  his  Maje- 
fty  thinks  necejjary  for  the  good  and  fecurily  of  his  do- 
minions^  withsitt  communicating  the  far,ie  to  his  Par- 
liament :  Which  prerogative  was  grounded  on  very 
good  reafons^  for  if  the  crown  was  obliged  to  impart 
the  fecret  of  affairs  to  fo  great  a  number  of  per f on s^ 
the  moft  important  negociations  might  thereby  mifcarry. 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote^  who  fpoke  on  the  court-fide, 
inentioned  the  great  loiTes  and  damages  which  the 
Britifh  fubjeds  had  fuflained  by  their  fhips  being 
made  prizes,  and  confifcated  in  Sweden  \  and  be- 
fides  thofe  contained  in  the  printed  account  which 
was  that  day  dehvered  to  the  members,  produced  a 
lift  of  other  lofTes  not  fpecilied  therein  ;  concluding. 
That  the  King  of  Sweden  having  feveral  times 
refufed  to  make  fatisfaclion  for  the  fame  •,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  his  Minifters  having  endeavoured 
to  raife  a  new  rebelhon  in  his  Majefty's  domini- 
ons, there  was  ground  to  declare  war  againft 
him.'  To  this  Mr.  Nathaniel  Gould  replied. 
That  the  Butch  having  fuftained  as  great  lofles 
by  the  Swedes^  they  had  an  equal  concern  with 
Great-Britain  to  declare  war  againft  them;  and 
therefore  it  would  be  proper,  before  we  proceeded 
farther,  to  engage  Holland^  in  the  firft  place,  to 
prohibit  all  commerce  with  Sweden^  as  we  had 
done.'  Hereupon  Mr.  Stanhope  faid,  '  That  he 
made  no  doubt,  but  tlie  States- General  would  rea- 
dily come  into  any  meafures  that  ftiould  appear 
neceffary  for  the  good  and  intereft  of  both  nations 
in  general  •,  and  to  obtain  fatisfadion  for  the  late 
Vol.  VI.  .    H  h  depre- 
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'  depredations  of  the  Swedes,  in  particular  ;    that 
-  *  their  High-mightinelTes   had  lately  given  fignal 

*  infbances  of  their  firm  adherence  to  the  crown  of 

*  Great-Britain,  in  caufing  the  Swedijh  Miniftersto 
'  be  feized  in  their  dominions,  upon  his  Majefty's 
'  defire  :  But  that  the  form  and  conftitution  of  their 

*  government,  and  the  good  of  their  fubjefts,  who 
'  moftly  fubfift  by  trade,  did  not  permit  them 
'  to  take  fuch  vigorous  and  fpeedy  refolutions  as 
*-  could  be  wifhed,  and   therefore  it  would  not  be 

*  fair  to  exadt  the  fime  from  them.'  Mr.  Craggs 
Junior,  prejGTed  the  necelTity  of  making  new  alliances 
againft  Szvede7i,  from  the  late  doubtful  condud:  of 
a  northern  Potentate,  (meaning,  as  'twas  fuppofed, 
the  Czar  cf  Mufcovy)  who,  by  his  inaflivity  againft 
Sweden,  and  the  poft  fome  of  his  troops  had  taken, 
gave  great  umbrage  to  the  Empire.  Mr.  Robert 
JValpole,  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Sollicitor-general, 
the  Lord  Molcjworth^  and  fome  others,  fpoke  alfo 
on  the  fame  fide  •,  and  Sir  V/ Hit  am  Thompfon  in  par- 
ticular urged,  TVbat  ivould  the  world  think  of  this 
Parliament,  if  they  jJooiiU  refiife  to  fupply  the  King  at 
this  exigency  ?  On  the  other  hand,  to  the  great  fur- 
prize  of  the  generality  of  the  affembly,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  John  Smith,  Efq;  one  of  the  tellers  of  the  Ex" 
chequer,  though  both  eminently  well  affedled  to  the 
prefent  happy  fettlement,  were  yet  of  a  contrary 
opinion  to  the  reft  of  the  courtiers,  and  faid,  that  they 
were  not  againft-  the  Supply,  but  againft  the  de- 
manding and  granting  of  it  in  fuch  an  unparliamen- 
tary manner :  And  Mr.  Speaker  propofed,  that 
part  of  the  army  fhould  be  dift^anded,  and  the  mo- 
ney thereby  faved,  applied  towards  the  making 
good  fuch  new  engagements  as  were  thought  ne- 
ceftary  to  be  entered  into:  But-Lieutenant-General 
Mordaunt,  and  fome  others,  fliewed  how  unfafe  and 
impolitic  it  would  be  at  this  jundure  to  difband  any 
of  the  troops.     Mr.  George  Cafwelly  a  Goldfmith, 

clofed 
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clofcd  the  debate  by  a  fhort  fmart  fpeech,  which 
was  much  applauded  :  He-faid,  among  other  things, 
'  That  for  his  own  part,  he  had  rather  pay  others 
'  for  fighting  than  fight  himfelf ;  that  he  thought  it 
'  more  advantageous  for  Greai-Britcin  to  carry  the 
'  war  abroad,  and  enjoy  peace  at  home,  in  order  to 
'  improve  our  trade,  and  reduce  our  publick  debts  ; 
'  and  that,  as  the  employing  foreigners  againft  Swc- 
'  den^  v/ould  be  a  far  lels  expence  than  national 
'  troops,  he  therefore  was  for  complying  with  his 
'  Majefty's  melllige.'  At  laft,  about  five  a-clock 
in  the  afternoon,  the  quellion  being  put,  upon  the 
motion  for  a  fupply,  the  fame  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  a  majority  of  fifteen  voices  only,  viz, 
16^  againft  149. 

The  next  day,  Mr.  Farrer  reported  the  faid  re- 
folution  to  the  houfe,  upon  which  there  arofe  a  frefh, 
but  fhort,  debate  :  Mr.  Shippen^  Mr.  Hungerford^ 
Mr.  Hutchinfon^  Mr.  Smithy  Mr.  Herne^  and  others 
of  the  oppofing  fide,  infiiled  again  on  the  unpar- 
liamentarinefs  of  afking  and  granting  fupplies  v/ith- 
out  an  eflimate  of  the  expence  ;  and  propofed, 
either  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  to  alTure 
him,  that  the  houfe  would  efFedually  make  good 
all  the  engagements  his  Majefty  fhould  think  pro- 
per to  enter  into  •,  or  that  his  Majefty  be  defired  to 
difband  part  of  the  army,  and  apply  t\\Q  favings 
towards  the  new  alliances.  Both  thefe  expedients 
were  rcje6led  by  General  Stanhope^  Mr.  Robert  WaU 
pole^  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole^  Mr.  Baillie  o^Jerwifwoody 
and  Mr.  Hampden  :  and  the  latter,  in  particular,  in 
anfwer  to  what  was  fuggefted,  that  this  manner  of  ' 
asking  and  granting  fupplies  was  unparliamentary  and 
unprecedented^  f\id,  He  remembered  that  about  ten  or 
eleven  years  before^  a  great  man  in  that  houfe  7nade  a 
motion^  for  allowing  and  providing  for  about  nine  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  which  the  government  had  e'lx- 
pended,  without  Ikying  any  eflimate  before  the  Commons. 
Hh  2        ^  To 


468  Parliamentary        A.1717. 

To  this  Mr.  Speaker,  who  was  the  perfon  meant, 
faid,  '  He  wondered  that  gentleman  would  bring 
'  in  as  a  precedent,  a  bufincls  that  was  tranflidled  fo 
'  many  years  ago,  and  which  was  not  parallel  to  the 
'  prefent  cafe  :'  Whereupon  Mr.  Hampden  replied, 
'  That  he  did  not  thereby  intend  to  reflect  upon 
'  Mr.  Speaker,  fince  he  had  the  honour  to  vote 
'  with  him  upon  that  occafion.'  After  fome  other 
fpeeches,  the  refolution^  for  granting  a  fupply  to  his 
Majefty^  to  concert  fuchmeafures^  with  foreign  Princes 
and  States^  as  may  prevent  any  charge  or  apprehenjions 
from  the  deftgns  ^/Sweden,  for  the  future^  was  agreed 
A  fupply  to,  though  by  a  majority  only  of  four  votes,  vi%, 
granted  only  ao;ainft  lAQ  \  and  It  vj^is  ordefrd,  that  his  Ma- 

bya  majori-   .   ^O      O  ^y   ^  i     •     n  r 

tyofiour     jelly's  mcllage  Oi  the  3d  inftant,  be  referred  to  the 

votes.         grand  Committeeof  the  fupply. 

This  hard-got  fuccefs,  which,  in  reality,  was  ra- 
ther a  defeat  than  a  vi^ory^  could  not  but  give  the 
King  fome  uneafmefs  •,  and  it  being  plain,  that  the 
great  oppofition  \vhich  the  court  found  on  this  occa- 
fion  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  mainly  proceeded 
from  a  party,  of  which  the  Lord  Vifcount  Tozvnjhend 
was  faid  to  be  the  head  ;  and  which  was  by  fome  re- 
prefented  as  tending  not  only  to  mdX^t  a  fatal  di- 
Jlinotion  among  his  Majefty's  fervants,  but'even  to 
carry  things  to  greater  extremities,  his  Majefly  re- 
folved  to  break  thiit  growing  knot ^  which,  at  firil, 
was  thought  might  be  done  by  the  removal  of  the 
perfon  who  was  the  center  of  their  Union.  Hereup- 
on, that  very  evening,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  by 
his  Majefty's  command,  wrote  a  letter  to  my  Lord 

The  Lord     TownfJoendy  acquainting  his  Lord  (hip,  that  his  Ma- 

rozvvjhend  -gf^y  returned  him  thanks  for  his  pafl  fervices,  but 
that  his  Majefty  had  no  farther  occafion  for  him  as 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  This  blow  being 
flruck,  Mr.  Robert  fFalpo le  rdolvQd  to  prevent  that 
which  he  imagined  would  infallibly  be  levelled  next 
againll  him  ;  and  accordingly  on  the  loth  oi  April 
in  the  morning,  he  waited  upon  his  Majefty,  to  re- 

fign 
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fign  his  places  of  Firft  Lord   Commiffioner  of  the 
Treafury,    and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     The 
King  fliewed  great  regret  to  part  with  fo  able  a  fcr- 
vant,  and  with  many  kind  exprefTions,  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  him  to  keep  his  pods  ;  but  tho'  Mr. 
Walpole^  melting  with  generous  forrow,  vowed  ne- 
ver to  fwerve  from  his  bounden  duty  to  fo  good  and 
fo  gracious  a  mailer  •,  yet  he,  at  the  fame  time,  re- 
prefented,  how  impolTible  it  was  for  him  to  ferve  his  ^^  ^^^^^. 
Majefly  in  the  prefent  circumftanccs  of  affairs.  Mr.  WaipoU, 
Secretary  Methuen^  and  Mr.  PiiUney^  Secretary  at  .^J^';^  ^^' 
war,  followed  Mr.  TValpolc\  example,  and  the  fame  Mr.  '-puUney 
morning  refigned  their  refpedlive  places.  pSs.^^"'^ 

On  Friday  the  12th  of  Jpril^  the  Commons  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confiderof 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majelly  ;  and  Mr.  Secre-  Frefii  debate 
tary  Stanhope  having  made  a  motion,  for  granting  to  ^^""'^  ^^^ 
his  Majefty  the  fum  of  250,000  /.  to  enable  him  to  Ayni'iu  1 
concert  m^eafures   againft  Sweden  •,    there   was  for  a 
minute  or   two  a  great  filence  in   the  houfe.     Mr. 
Fiihney^  vA\o  broke  it  firft,  expreffed   his  farprize 
at  it  •,  and  added,  among  other  things,  '  That  as  Mr.  TuU- 
'  for  his  part,  he  had  not  yet  faid  any  thing  to  this  '■'•>' ^  ^p^^"^  " 
'  matter,  becaufe  he  thought  it  inconfiftent   with 

*  decency  to  oppofe  a  motion  that  came  from  the 
'  court,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  be  his  Maje- 

*  ity's  immediate  fervant-,  but  that  having  refigned 
'  his  place,  that  he  might  a6l  with  the  freedom  be- 
'  com.ing  an  Englifljman^  he  could  not  forbear  de- 
'  daring  againfl  the  granting  a  fupply,  in  a  manner 

*  altogether  unparliamentary  and  unprecedented.  That 
'  he  could  not  perfuade  himfclf,  that  any  EnglifU' 
.'  man  advifed  his  Majefty  to  fend  fuch  a  mefilige  ; 

*  but  he  doubted  not,  but  the  refolutions  of  a  Bri- 
'  tijh  Parliament  would  make  a  German  miniilry 
^  tremble.'  My  Lord  Finch^  eldeft  fon  to  the  Earl 
pf  Nottingha?n,    feconded  Mr.  Pultney^    and  even 

H  h  3  fouixl 
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found  fault  with  feme  fieps  that  had  been  taken  in 
relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  Ncrth^  faying,  among 
The  Lord     other  things,  '  That  it  appeared  by  the  memorial 
^'eech!        '  prefented  by  the  Rujjian  Miniiler,  and  by  the  an- 
'  fwer  which  had  been  returned  to  the  fame,  that 
'  fuch  meafures  were  purfued  as  were  like  to  engage 
^  us  in  a  quarrel  with  the  Czar!'     Hereupon  Mr. 
Secretary  Stanhope  made  a  long  fpeech,    wherein  he 
fally  vindicated  the  King  and  his  Miniilers,  in  rela- 
tion both  to  the   Czar  and  the  King  of  Sweden. 
"With  refpe^l  to  the  firft,  he  faid  among  other  things, 
Mr.  5/^«-    i.  'p^.-jj-  hitherto  he  had  been  obliofed  to  be  filent  •, 

^r^e  sipecch.  .  ^, 

'  but  that  he  was  now  at  liberty  to  let  this  matter  m 

*  a  clear  light,  and  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  that  the 

*  coldnefs  which  appeared  of  late  between  the  King 
'  and  the  Cza)\  proceeded  from  his  Majefty's  refu- 
'  fmg  to  become  guarantee  of  his  Czarifh  Majefty's 
'  conquefts  -,  and  from  his  Majefty's  folliciting  the 

*  Czar  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Dutchy  of 
^  Mecklenhurgb.  That  as  to  the  hrft,  his  Majefty's 
'  condu6l  deferved  the  applaufe  and  the  thanks  of 
'  a  Brilifto  Parliament,  fince  it  appeared  thereby, 
^  that  his  Majefty  was  tender  not  to  engage  the  na- 
'  tion  in  foreign  quarrels :  That  this,  indeed,  had 
'-  been  his  Majefty's  principal  care  ftnce  his  happy 
'  accefiion  to  the  throne  -,  and  he  might  aftiire  them, 

*  that  Great- Britain  was  entirely  free  from  any  en- 

*  gagcments,  and  at  liberty  to  follow  fuch  meafures 
'  as  beftfuit  v;ith  her  intereft.     That  as  for  the  in- 

*  ftances  v/hich  his  Majefty  has  caufed  to  be  made 

*  Vvith  the  Czar^  and  the  meafures  he  may  have 
'  concerted  to  get  tliC  Ruffian  troops  out  of  the 
'  T>utc\\y  o'i  Mecklenhurgb.,  his  Majefty  has  a6led  in 
'  all  this  as  Elector  and  Prince  of  the  Empire. 
'  That  he  was  perfuaded,  all  the  gentlemen  here 
'  would  agree  Vv'ith  him,  that  the  King's  dignity, 
^  as  King  of  Great-Britain^  was  never  underftood 
'  to  tie  up  his  hands  with  refpe6l  to  his  interefts  in 

'  Germany y 
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*  Germany^  and  as  Prince  of  the  Empire :  But  be- 
^  fides,  he  muft  defire  gentlemen  to  confider,  that 
'  long  before  his  Majefty's  acceffion  to  the  Crown, 
'  Great' Britam  was  in  ftri6l  union  with  the  Empe- 
'  ror  and  Empire  •,  fo  that  if,  by  virtue  of  ancient 

*  alliances,  the  Emperor  fhould  require  Great- Bri^ 

*  tain  to  ufe  thofe  inftances  with  the  Czar,  which 

*  the  King  has  made  only  as  ¥\tdiov  o{  Hanover ^ 
«  Great- Britain  could  not  avoid  complying  with  his 
'  requeft.  That  in  relation  to  Sweden^  the  King's 
'  conduct  was  not  only  blamelefs  and  unfpotted, 
'  but  worthy  of  the higheft  commendations.  That 
«  in  the  late  Queen's  time,  Great-Britain  interpofed 
'  to  procure  a  neutrality  in  the  Norths  whereby  the 

*  King  of  Sweden  might  have  preferved  his   pof- 

*  feffions  in  the  Empire.  That  the  regency  at 
'  Stockholm  agreed  to  this   overture,    but  that  the 

*  King  of  Szveden  rcjeded  it  with  haughtinefs  and 
'  the  utmoil  fcorn,  declaring,  he  would  ufe  thofe 

*  as  his  enemies,  who  fliould  pretend  to  impofe  fuch 
'  a  neutrality  upon  him.     That  during  the  whole 

*  courfe  of  that  negociation,  the  King,  then  Elec- 
'  tor  of  Hanover,  ufed  all  friendly  offices  in  favour 
'  of  Sweden.     That  the  hmt  having  proved  inef- 

*  fedlual  through  the  King  of  Swede?i's  obftinacy, 
«  and  the  King  of  Denmark  having,  by  the  fortune 
'*  of  war,  reconquered  the  Dutchies  of  Bremen  and 

*  Verden,  his  Majefty,  as  Eledor  of  Hanover^  had 
'  purchafed  the  fame,  with  his  own  money,  for  a 
«  valuable  confideration.  Concluding,  that  altho* 
<  it  never  was  in  his  Majefty's  thoughts  to  engage 

*  Great- Britain  in  a  war  to  fupport  the  acquifition, 

*  yetif  gentlemen  would  give  themfelves  the  trou- 

*  ble  to  caft  their  eyes  upon  the  map,  and  fee  where 
'  Bremen  and  Verden  lie,  he  hoped  they  would  not 

*  be  indifferent  as  to  the  pofleflbr  of  thofe  two 
'  Dutchies,  but  would  agree  with  him,  that  their 
«  being  in  the  King's  hands,  fuits  far  better  with  the 

*  intereft  of  Great-Britain,  than  if  they  were  in  the 

H  h  4  ■   hands 
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<  hands  either  of  the  Czar^  who  gives  ah'eady  but 
'  too  much  jealoufy  to  the  Empire  ;  or  of  the  King 
'  of  Sweden,  who  endeavoured  to  raife  a  new  re- 
'  bellion  in  Great-Brilain,  and  harbours  our  fugi- 
'  tive  rebels.' 

This  fpcech,  which  was  dehvered  with  becoming 

earneiLnefs,  and  received  with  great  applaufe,  made 

a  juft  imjprefTion  on  the  majority  of  the  afTembly. 

However,  Mr.  J.  Sjnith  thought  fit  to  anfv/er  Mr. 

Y^^^^^""^^^^  Stanhope,  and,  among  other  things  faid,  '  That  he 

*  had  already  declared  his  reafons  for  oppofing  the 
'  granting  this  fupply  in  fuch  an  extraordinaay  man- 
'  ner  •,  and  that  fome  expreffions  that  had  efcaped  a 
'  gentleman  in  the  miniftry,  inflead  of  making  him 

*  alter  his  opinion,  rather  confirmed  him  in  it. 
'  That  as,  on  the  one  hand,  he  never  afix^dled  po- 
'  pularity  ♦,  fo,  on  the  other,  when  the  good  of  his 
'  country  came  under  confideration,  he  always  fpoke 
'  his  thoughts  with  the  liberty  that  becomes  an  Eng- 

*  UPrman,  without  any  regard  to  the  Miniflers. 
'  That  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  thoroughly  acquaint- 
'  ed  v/ith  affairs  abroad  ;  but  having  had  the  honour 
'  to  fit  fo  long  in  that  houfc,  where  fo  great  a  va- 
'  riety  of  bufinefs,  both  foreign  and  domeflic,   had 

*  often  been  debated,  he  might  prefume  to  have 
'  fome  knowledge  of  them.  That,  however,  he 
'  would  not  fay  any  thing  to  what  had  been  advan- 

*  ced  by  the  honourable  member  who  fpoke  lafl, 
'  but  if  an  edimate  of  the  condud  of  the  miniilry 
«  in  relation  to  affairs  abroad,  was  to  be  made  by  a 

*  comparifon  of  their  conduct  at  home,  he  was  fure 
'  they  would  not  appear  altogether  fo  faultlefs  as 
'  they  were  reprefented.  Was  it  not  a  miflake, 
'  (added  he)  not  to   preferve  the  peace   at  home, 

*  after  the  King  was  come  to  the  Throne,  with  the 
'  univerflil  applaufe   and  joyful  acclamations  of  all 

*  his  fubjeds  r  Was  it  not  a  miftake,    upon  the 

'  breaking 


A.  1717.  DEBATES.  473 

*  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  not  to  Ifliie  a 
'  proclamation,  to  offer  pardon  to  fuch  as  fhould 

*  return  home  peaceably,  as  had  ever  been  prac- 

*  tifed  before  upon  fuch  occafions  ?  Was  it  not 
'  a  miftake,  after  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion, 
'  and  the  tryal  and  execution  of  the  principal 
'  authors  of  it,  to  keep  up  animofities,  and 
'  drive  people  to  defpair,   by  not  palTing  an  adl 

*  of  indemnity  and  grace ;  by  keeping  fo  many 
'  perfons  under   hard    and   tedious    confinement  *, 

*  and  by  granting  pardons  to  fome,  v;ithout  lea- 
'  ving  them  any  means  to  fubfiil  ?  Is  it  not  a 
'  miftake,  not  to  truft  to  a  vote  of  Parliament 
'  for  making  good  fuch  engagements  as  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  fliall  think  proper  to  enter  into  ;  and 
^  inftead   of  that,    to    infift   on    the   granting    of 

*  this  fupply  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner  ? 
'  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  to  take  this  opportunity 
'  to    create    divifions,    and   render  fome    of  the 

*  King's  beft  friends  fufpedled  and  obnoxious  ?  Is 
'  it  not  a  miftake,  in  fhort,  to  form  parties  and 
'  cabals^  in  order  to   bring  in  a   bill  to  repeal  the 

*  a^  againji  occqfional  conformity?  '  To  this  fpeech, 
which  was  uttered  with  great  emphafis,  General 
Stanhope  only  replied,  '  That  he  had  the  ho- 
'  ncur  to  ferve  his  Majefty,  fmce  his  happy  ac- 
'  ceffion  to  the  Throne,  but  as  there  were  other 
'  perfons,  (fome  of  them  in,  and  others  out  of 
'  place)   who    had    a    greater  fhare  than  himfelf 

*  in    tile  adminiftration  of  affairs,    he   left   it   to 

*  them  to  juftify  themfelves.  That  however,  he 
'  would  clear  a  principal  point,  by  affuring  the 
'  affembly,  that  he  had  fome  time  ago  the  King's 

*  order,  to  draw  up  an  a^  of  indemnity^ 


Mr.  Barrington  Shute  anfwered  Mr.  S^nith  more  at  Mr.  Bar^ 
large,  and  faid  among   other  things,    '  That  the  '^^s^°J^ 

*  King  was,   indeed,  come  to  the  throne  with  the  Ipiecb. 

•  joyful  acclamations  of  moft  of  his  fubjcds ;  but 

'  that 
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*  that  the  difaffedion  that  appeared  foon  after,  did 

*  not  proceed  from  the  ill  condudt  of  his  Minifters, 

*  but  folely  from  the  removal  of  fome  perfons  in 
'  great     employments  ;    that   neverthelgfs,    in  the 

*  Cihanges  that  were  then  made,  his  Majefty  had 
'  followed  the  rules  of  prudence^  juftice,  and  grati- 

*  tude  *,  fmce  he  advanced  thofe,  who,  in  the  word 

*  of  times,  had  given  undoubted  proofs  of  their  af- 

*  fedion  and  attachment  to  his  intereft,  in  the  room 

*  of  thofe  who  had  been  preferred  in  the  lad  reign 
'  as  the  inftruments  to  deftroy  the  proteftant  fuc- 
'  cefTion,  even  before  it  took  place  ;  and  who  had 
'  fince  been  in  open  rebellion  againil  his  Majefty. 

*  That  as  for  the  other  miftakes  charged  upon  the 

*  adminiftration,  they  niight  be  reduced  to  thefe 

*  two,  z'iz.  the  notpafting  t\\ta5f  of  indemnity ^  and 

*  the  defign  to  repeal  the  occafional  hill.     That  a^  to 

*  the  firft,  there  were  various  opinions  about  it ; 

*  and  confidering  the  reftlefs  fpirit  of  the  difcontent- 
'  ed  party,  it  was  hard  to  determine,  whether  an 
'  indemnity  was  a  proper  way  to  reduce  them  ;  fince 

*  it  was  notorious,  that  the  repeated  inftances  of 
'  clemency   which  his  Majefty  has  given  fince  his 

*  acceflion,  have  been  abufed  and  defpifed.  That 
'  as  to  the  repeal  of  the  acls  againft  the  dijjenters^ 

*  nothing,  in  his  opinion,  was  either  more  juft  or 
'  reafonable  •,  and  he  could  not  but  wonder,  that  a 
'  Gentleman  who  had  been  turned  cut  of  his  em- 
'  ployment  in  the  laft  reign,  and  reft()red  fince  the 

*  King's  corqing  to  the  crown,  ftiould  account  it  a 
'  miftake,  on  the  one  hand,  not  to  grant  an  indem- 
'  nity  to  hisMajefty's  declared  enemies^  and  a  miftake, 
'  on  the  other  hand,  to  make  his  Majefty 's  undoubted 

*  friends^  eafy'  Mr.  Smithy  after  an  explanation 
demanded,  and  given,  about  his  being  turned  out 
of  place  and  reftcred,  replied  to  the  laft   part  of 

Ux.^nnth\  Mr.  SlMte's  fpeech,    '  That  he  ever  was  for  allow- 

fpeech.        (  jj^g  libei-ty  of  confcience  to  the  dijjenters^  and  had 

'  even  voted  againft  the  occafional  hill  s  but  that  the 

'  fam 
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'  fame  being  pafifed  into  a  law,  it  was  his  opinion, 

*  that  it  could  not  be  repealed  without  difquieting 

*  the  whole  nation.' 

IVilliam  Toimg^  Efq*,    (Ton  to  ^\x  Walter  Toun£) 
who  fpoke  in   the  next  place,   faid    in  fubftance, 

*  That  fome  days  before  he  had  been  againft  the  J^^^-  ^'^''^*- 

*  motion  for  granting  a  fupply  upon  the  King's  ^^"'* 

*  meffage,  bccaufe  he  thought  it  unparliamentary  ; 
'  and  it  was  then  his  opinion  to  addrefs  the  King  to 
'  enter  into  fuch  engagements  as  hisMajefty  fhould 

*  think  proper,  and  that  the  Commons  would  make 

*  good  the  lame  :    But  that  fince  the  majority  9f 

*  the  houfe  had  determined  to  grant  a  fupply,  they 
'  had  brought  themfclves  to  this  dilemma^  either  to 
'  grant  what  was  afked  as  neceflary  for  the  fervice, 
'  or  to  tell  the  King  that  that  fervice  muft  remain 

*  unperformed,  which  they  had  in  a  manner,  de- 
'  termined  to  be  neceffary,  by  granting  a  fupply.' 
This  fpeech,  though  from  a  young  member,  had  a 
great  deal  of  weight,  and  was  backed  both  by  Sir 
John  Brownlow^  and  by  Mr.  Gould^  who  owned, 
'  That  we  could  not  carry  on  our  trade  to  the  Bal- 

*  tick  without  bringing  the  King  o^  Sweden  to  rea- 
'  fon  •,  and  therefore  he  was  for  granting  this  fup- 

*  ply.'  Mr.  Robert  JValpok^  who  brought  up  the 
rear,  faid,  among  other  things,  '  That  having  al- 
'  ready  fpoken  for  the  fupply,  he  would  not  re- 
'  fufe  the  court  his  vote  ;  and  the  fam  being  named, 
'  he  was  for  granting  it.'  Hereupon,  moft  of  the 
Tory  members,  who  v/ere  divided  ^mong  them- 
felves  as  to  the  fum,  went  out  of  the  houfe  ,  and  fo 
it  was  carried  without  dividing,  '  That  a  fum  not 
'  exceeding  250,000/.  be  granted,  to  enable  his  Ma- 

*  jefly  to  concert  fuch  meafures  with  foreign  Princes 
'  and  dates,  as  may  prevent  any  charge  or  apprehen- 
'  fions  from  the  defigns  oi' Sweden  for  the  future.' 

Mr.  Farrer  having,  the  next  day,  reported  this 
refolution  to  the  houfe,  the  Tories^  contrary  to  all 
cxpedation,  endeavoured  to  render  it  ineffedual,  by 

moving 
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moving  that  it  fhould  be  recojnmitted.  To  debate  this 
motion  with  the  more  freedom,  Mr.  Bromley^  taking 
notice  that  feveral  peers  and  others  were  got  into  the 
houfe ;  moved,  that  the  houfe  be  cleared  of  all  flran- 
gers  ;  which  being  done  accordingly  •,  and  the  ferjeant 
at  arms  having  by  order,  fummoned  the  members 
in  the  court  ofrequefts^  and  places  adjacent,  to  attend 
the  fervice  of  the  houfe  •,  Mr.  Shippen  made  a  long 
fpeech,  and  infifted  on  the  recommitting  of  the  re- 
folaticn  in  quefrion.  He  was  feconded  and  fupport- 
ed  by  the  topping  men  of  that  fide,  particularly  by 
Mr.  Hungcrford^  Sir  Thomas  Hanmey\  Mr.  Herne^ 
and  Mr.  Lawfon  :  But  they  v/ere  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  when  they  found,  that  inilead  of  lofing 
time  in  debating  a  m.atter  that  had  already  been 
thoroughly  canvafTed,  the  court-party  called  for  the 
queftion  ;    and  the  faid  refolaticn  being  read  a  fe- 

350,000/.    cond  time,  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority   of   153 

granted.       voiccs  againft  1 3 2. 

An  account      On  Mo'dday  the  24th  of  Jiine^  came  on  the  long 

of  'oxfo^d^f  expeded    trial  of  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl 

triaj.  Mortimer^  of  which  affair  we  fhall  give  ^fummary 

account.     In  order  to  that,  we  mud  deduce  it  from 

the  fix^ petition^  which  the  faid  Earl  prefented  to  the 

houfe  of  Peers,    on    Wcdnefday  the    2 2d  of  May^ 

His  petition  fcttlng  fotth,  '  How  loHg  he  had  been   confined, 

i&?\^°"^'' '  "P^^  ^^  impeachment  brought  up  againfc  him  to 

'  their  Lordfhips  houfe,  by  the  Commons  of  Great- 

'  Britain.,  for  high  trcafon.,  and  other  high  crimes 

'  and   mifdemeanors  ;    fubmitting  his  cafe  to  their 

'  Lordfhips  confideration,  and  praying  that  his  im- 

*•  prifonment  might  not  be  indefinite.'     The  Lord 

Trevor.^  who  prefented  this  petition,   made  a   long 

fpeech  in  behalfof  the  petitioner  •,  and  v/as  feconded 

and  backed  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^    the  Lord 

Harcoitrt.,  the  Earls  of  Nottingham   and  Abingdon., 

and  the    Lord  North  and   Grey.     It  was,  among 

other  arguments,  fuggefted,  that  the  impeachment 

was 
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was  determined  and  fuperfeded  by  the  prorogation 
of  the  Parliament ;    which,  being  oppofed  by  the 
Lord  Coningshy,    a  Committee  of  Lords  was  ap- 
pointed to  fearch   precedents.     Three  days  after, 
the  Lord  'Trevor  made  his  report  from  the  faid 
Committee,  upon  which  the  queftion  was  put,  Vv'he- 
ther  the  Earl  ox  Oxford's  impeachment  was  fuperfed- 
ed or  determined  by  the  prorogation  ?    which  oc- 
cafioned  a  long  debate.     The  Dukes  of  Buckingham 
and  Argyle^    the  Earls  of  Nottingham^    Abiyigdon^ 
Aylesford^    and  Ihy^    the  Lord  North  and   Grey^ 
and  fome  others,  were  for  the  affirmative :   But  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland^  the  Lord  Coningshy^  and  feveral 
others,  maintained  the  negative  •,    and  the  Lords  ^^^^'^j^''^^. 
Har court  and  Trevor  being  of  this  lafl  opinion,  the  peichment 
queftion  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  8  7  voices  j-^JJ^''/"  a^*^' 
againft  45.     After  this,    the  Duke  of  Buckingham  prorogation. 
moved  for  the  fixing  a  day  for  the  trial  of  Robert 
Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer-,    upon  which  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  fearch  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  for  precedents  of  the  Lords  proceedings 
in  the  like  cafes. 

On  Monday^  the  27th  of  7V%,  the  Earl  of  Not^ 
tingham  afl<.ed  leave  to  enter  his  proteft  againft  the 
refolution  of  the  Saturday  before,  which  was  readily 
granted  ;    and  after  the  difpatching  of  fome  private 
bufinefs,    the  Lord  Trevor^   from  the  Lords  Com- 
mittees, made  a  report,    containing  feveral  prece- 
dents from  the  year  1666,  to  the  year  17 16,  of  the 
Lords  appointing  the  day  of  trial  upon  impeach- 
ments of  the  houfe  of  Commons.     The  clerk  hav- 
ing read  the  faid  report  a  fecond  time,    the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  made  a  fpeech,    wherein,    among 
other  things,  his  grace  reprefented,  '■  That  it  con-  Duke  of 
'  cerned  the  wh(>]e  Peerage  of  Great-Britain^    to  J)).',"^' 
'  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  this  affair,    becaufe  the  Peers  fpeech. 
'  are  chiefly  liable  to  profecutions  of  this  nature. 
'  That  he  v/ould  not  enter  either  into  the  merits  of 
*  the  caufc,  or  into  the  reafons  v/hlcli  the  Commons 

^  had 
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'  had  for  not  profecuting  their  impeachment  •,  but 
'  that  it  was  certain,  that  the  Peer  who  occafioned 
'  this  debate,  had  been  confined  about  two  years  -, 
'  that  unlefs  this  houfe  interpofed,  his  imprifonment 

*  might  become  perpetual  \  and  therefore  fince  it 
'  appeared  by  fo  great  a  number  of  precedents  as 

*  had  been  laid  before  them,  that  the  Peers  have  an 
'  uncontefted  right  to  appoint  the  day  of  trial,  they 

*  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  make  ule  of  that  right 
'  on  this  occafion.  That  he  doubted  not  but  all 
'  the  members  of  that  aflembly  would  readily  agree 
'  with  him,  as  to  the  thing  itfelf,  and  if  there  were 
'  any  difference  of  opinions  among  them,   it  would 

*  be  as  to  the  day.     That  confidering  the  advanced 

*  fealbn  of  the  year,  and  the  approach  of  fummer, 

*  which  rendered  the  being  in  town  very  difagree- 
'  able  and   incommodious,    he  thought  not  only 

*  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  but  the  King  himfelf 
*•  would  be  glad  of  a  recefs,  to  go  and  enjoy  the 
'  country  air  -,  and  therefore  he  was  for  appointing 
'  ^fbort  da}\  and  named  the  6th  of  June  next.* 
The  Lord  Ferrers  feconded  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham \  but  the  Earl  of  Sunderland^  who  fpoke  next, 
anfwered,  '  That  no  mian  had  a  greater  regard  to 
'  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Peerage,  or  would 

*  do  more  to  maintain  them  than  himfelf:  That 
'  on  the  one  hand,  he  had  a  hearty  concern  for  the 
'  fufferings  of  thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  to  lie 

*  cvz:.  In    c  under  impeachments  -,  that  he  had  *  already  com- 

the ^Irxli  '  plained  of  the  delays  of  the  Commons  in  thefe 

straffsrd,     c  profccutions,  becaufe  he  thought  the  whole  Peer- 

'  age  concerned  therein  ;    but  that,    on  the  other 

*  hand,  there  might  be  jull  reafons  for  thefe  delays ; 
'  and  therefore,  in  order  to  preferve  a  good  corref- 
'  pondence  between  the  two  houfes,  he  was  either 
'  for  fending  a  melTage  to  the  Commons,  to  know 

*  whether  they  were  ready  for  the  trial  of  the  Earl 
'  of  Oxford^  or  to  fix  the  I'i^th  o^June  next  for  the 
'  faid  trial.'     The  Lord  Vifcount  Townfloend^  who 

fpoke 
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fpoke  next,  faid,  that  the  Satm'day  before,  when 
another  queftion  relating  to  this  affair  was  under 
debate,  the  houfe  feemed  inclined  to  appoint  3.fiort 
day ;  that  a  noble  Lord  has  made  a  raotion  for  it ; 
and  fo  he  was  for  the  dth  of  June.  Altho'  his 
Lordfliip  backed  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^ <&  opini- 
on, yet  his  grace  faid,  '  That  noble  Peer  ought 
'  not  to  bring  in  a  motion  made  before,  as  an  in- 
'  fiance  of  the  fenfc  and  inclination  of  the  houfe, 
'  urging^  that  a  motion  is  nothing  of  itfelf,  unlefs 
'  it  be  feconded,    and  afterwards  confirmed  by  a 

*  vote  ;  but  that  any  member  of  that  aflembly  was 

*  at  liberty  to  name  what  day  he  pleafed.'     After 
this,  my  Lord  Coningshy  m.ade  a  long  fpeech,    im- 
porting in  fubftance,  '  That  it  appeared,  indeed,  i-omC^n- 
'  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  that  had  been  J-pfech.^ 

'  read  to  them,  that,  in  cafes  of  impeachment,  the 
'  Lords  have  the  right  to  appoint  the  day  of  trial ; 
'  but  that  it  appeared,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
'  had  feldom  exercifed  that  right,  till  after  they  had 
'  been  acquainted  by  the  Commons,  that  they  were 
'  ready  for   the  trial.      That  if  the   Peers  a6i:ed 

*  otherwife,  on  this  occafion,  the  fame  might  create 
'  a  mifunderftanding  between  both  houfes,  which 

*  might  be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences. 

*  That  the  In  (lance  of  the  four  Peers  who  were 
'  impeached  towards  the  end  of  the  late  King 
'  PVilliam's  reign,    which  was  much  infilled  on, 

*  was  an  odious  precedent,  and  fuch  as,  he  hoped, 

*  would  not  be  foliov/ed  at  this  time.     Thatthere- 

*  fore,  it  was  his  opinion,    before  they  proceeded 

*  farther  in  this  matter,  to  fend  a  meflage  to  the 

*  Commons,  to  give  them  notice  to  prepare  for 
'  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford -^  and  then,  upon 
'  the  anfwer  of  the  Commons,  the  Peers  might  de- 

*  termine  what  they  fliould  think  proper.'  Urging, 
'  That  this  method  appeared  the  more  reafonable, 

*  becaufe  feveral  accidents  had  intervened  which  had 
'  interrupted  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons,  and 

'  in 
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<  in  particular,  the  prorogation  of  the  Parliament. 

*  That  he  would  charge  no  body  with  fuch  a  de- 
'  fign  •,  but  that  he  could  not  forbear  faying,  than 
'  the  faid  prorogation  feemed  to  have  no  other  view, 

*  than  to  fcreen  great  offenders  from  the  juftice  of 
'  the  nation  ;  and  that  this  was  the  more  apparent, 

*  from  the  ftruggle  there  was  in  that  houfe,  the 
'  Saturday  before,  to  procure  a  vote,  that  the  im- 
'  peach  men  ts  were  fuperfeded  by  the  prorogation, 

*  That  this,  however,  was  certain,  that  the  Com- 
'  mons  had  thereby  loft  the  living  evidence  they  had 

*  in  their  hands,  one  Prior ^  one  Harley^  Szc.  having 

*  been  fet  at  liberty  by  the  favour  of  tiie  proro- 

*  gation.' 

Several  members  feemed  offended  at  his  Lord- 
ihip's  naming  perfons  in  that  manner ;  and  the 
Lord  North  and  Grey^  who  fpoke  next,  faid,  among 
other  things,    '  That  that  noble  Lord  had  been  fo 

*  long  among  tlie  Commons,  that  he  appeared  to 
'  be  very  well  acquainted  with,    and  be  much  con- 

*  cerned  for,  their  privileges  ;  but  that  he  muft 
'  give  leave  to  thofe  who  were  born  Peers  to  take 
'  care  of  their  own.  That  the  greateft  preroga- 
'  tive  of  the  Peers,  was  to  be  the  fupreme  court 
'  of  judicature ;  and  as  they  were  the  dernier  refort 
'  of  juftice,  fo  he  doubted  not,  but  they  would 
'  ever  make  juftice  the  rule  and  ftandard  of  their 
'  proceedings.  That  the  whole  Peerage  was  con- 
'  cerned  in  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  cafe ;  and  there- 
'  fore  he  was  for  appointing  the  fliort  day  that  had 
'  been  named  for  his  trial'  The  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  backed  this  fpeech,  animadverted, 
in  particular,  upon  what  the  Lord  Coningshy  had  in- 
finuated  about  the  prorogation,  faying,  '  That  the 
^  fame  was  arraigning  either  the  royal  prerogative 
'  of  proroguing  and  diflblving  Parliaments,  when- 
'  ever  the  crown  thinks  it  convenient,  or  the  King's 

*  Privy-Council,    who  might  advife  the  exercife  of 

*  the  faid  prerogative.'     My  Lord  Harcourt  made 

afterwards 
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afterwards  a  fpeech,  wherein  having,    in   the   firft 
place,    fhewed  the  neceflity  of  putting  an   end   i.> 
this  affair,  he  faid,    '  They  ought,  in  his  opinion.  Lord  uu, 
*-  to  give  the  Commons  a  longer  day  than  had  yet  T^^^^ 
'  been  propofed  ;   that  on  this  occafion,  they  ought 

*  to  proceed  according  to  the  rules  of  equity  and 
'  juftice,  and  even  of  the  inferior  courts,  who  the 

*  longer  a  caufe  had  been  fulpended,  by  unforefeen 
'  interruptions,  allowed  the  more  time  to  the  coun- 

*  fel  to  prepare  for  trial.  That  it  was  his  opinion, 
'  that  the  lo/iger  day^  provided  it  were  -peremptory^ 
'  was  t\\tJhorteJi  zvay  to  make  an  end  of  this  bufi- 
'  nefs  •,  for  if  they  appointed  a /6<?r/ ^(^jy,  the  fame 
'  might  occafion  difputes  and  conferences  between 
'  the  two  houfes,  which  would  take  up  a  great 
'  deal  of  time.     Concluding^  It  was  to  be  hoped, 

*  that  if  the  Peers  allowed  a  reafonable  time  for 
'  the  trial,  the  fame  would  not  be  prevented  by  a 
'  prorogation  ;  efpecially  confidering,  how  long  the 

*  Peer  who  lay  under  an  impeachment,   had  been 

*  confined.'     The  Duke  of  Buckingham  faid  there- 
upon,   '  That  he  did  not  underftand  the  paradox  Duke  of 
'  that  was  juft  now  advanced,  viz.  That  the  longeft  ham\^' 

*  day  was  the  floor  left  way  to  come  to  a  determina-  Speech. 
'  tion   of  this    affair  •,   that  let  the  Peers  appoint 

*  what  day  they  think  fit,  yet  the  Commons  have 
'  flill  a  right  to  demand  more  time,  nor  can  the 

*  Lords,  in  juftice,  deny  it,  if  the  Commons  fhew 
'  juft  reafons  for   their   demand.     And  as  for  the 

*  prorogation^  which  'tv/as  apprehended  might  pre- 
'  vent  the  trial,  the  fame  entirely  depended  on  the 
'  royal  prerogative  *,  and  if  fuch  a  thing  fhould 
'  happen,   no  body  could  fay  any  thing  to  it  ^  con- 

*  eludings  That  whatever  he  had  faid  on  this  occa- 
'  fion,  was  merely  out  of  regard  to  public  juf- 
'  tice,  and  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  peerage  •,  for, 

*  he  hoped,  no  body  would  fufpeft  him  of  partia- 
'  lity  to  the  Lord  who  occafioned  this  debate.'  His 
Grace  having  done  fpeaking,  the  queftion  was  put. 

Vol.  VL  I  i  "That 
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'That  the  6th  of  June  he  appointed  for  the  trial  of  the 

Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  ;  which  being 

carried    in    the  negative  by    85  votes  againft  44  ; 

then  it  was  carried  without  dividing,  that  the  13th 

The  13th  of  of  June  be  appointed  ;  and  a  meflage  was  imme- 

^U7ie  ap-      diately  fent  to  the  Commons  to  acquaint  them  there- 
pointed  for        .  ,    '  ^ 

the  trial  of     With. 

the  Earl  of       The   Commons  having,  on  the  30th  of  May^ 
taken  the  faid  mefTage  into  ccnfideration,   ordered, 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  confider  of  the 
flate  of  the  impeachment  againft  the  faid  Earl.    Se- 
veral members   of   the  fecret  Committee  who  firft 
pulhed  on  that  profecution,  being  called  up  to  the 
Committee   houfc  of  Pecrs,  fuch  as   Sir  Richard  Onflow^    the 
manage  the  Lotd  Couingshy^  and  Sir  Robert  Marfham^  others  ab- 
impeach-      ^^^^    ^^^  otlicrs  grown  remifs  and  indifferent   in 

ment  againft  '  ^  &  r  i  i       r 

the  Earl  of  the  matter  ;  K  was  thought  proper  to  fupply  thole 
Oxford.  defedls,  by  adding  to  the  remaining  members  of 
the  {2^1^  fecret  Committee^  the  following  perfons,  viz. 
Lawrence  Carter^  Efq-,  Sir  William.  Thompfon^  Knt. 
Sollicitor-General  and  Recorder  of  London  ;  Mr. 
Serjeant  Reynolds^  and  William  Guidott^  Efq;  all 
eminent  lavv'yers :  And  it  was  ordered^  that  the  faid 
Committee  have  power  to  fend  for  perfons^  papers^  and 
records^  and  to  adjourn  to  fuch  times  and  places  as 
Junei.  they  fhould  think  fit .  Upon  their  firft  meeting  at 
the  Cock-pit^  the  Committee  chofe  Lawrence  Carter ^ 
Efq;  for  their  chair-man,  in  the  room  of  Robert 
Walpole,  Efq;  who  like  feveral  others,  abfcnted 
himfelf ;  and  General  Stanhope  happening  at  this 
time  to  be  indifpofed,  the  Committee  met  feveral 
times  without  being  able  to  do  any  bufinefs.  This 
was  the  reafon  why  four  other  perfons  were,  fome 
days  after,  added  to  the  reft,  viz.  Mr.  Secretary 
Addifon.,  James  Craggs^  jun.  Efq;  Secretary  at  war, 
Sir  Nathaniel  Mead.,  ferjeant  at  law,  and  William 
Jofeph^  Efq;  an  eminent  lawyer. 

On  Friday^  the  7th  of  June.,  the  Lords  took  in- 
to  confideration,   the   petition   of  Robert  Earl  of 

Oxford 
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Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer^  prefented  the  day  be- 
fore, praying,   '  That  the  counfel  formerly  allowed 

*  him  by  their  Lordlhips,  might  be  continued  to 
'  him  ;  and  that  Sir  Robert  Raymond^  Knt.  and 
'  Mr.  Reeves  might  be  added  to  them.*  Bat  feve- 
ral  Lords  having  reprefented,  that  this  laft  demand 
was  irregular,  the  fame  was  rejed:ed.  The  Duke 
of  Buckingham  faid,  however,  on  this  occafion, 
'  That  as  the  v/hole  Peerage  was  concerned  in  a 
'  profecution  of  this  nature,  he  would  readily  give 
'  his  vote  for  granting  the   Earl  of  Oxford's   re- 

*  queft,  if  he  thought  it  of  any  ufe  to  him  ;  but 
'  that,  in  his  opinion,  all  thofe  who  had  impeach- 
'  ed  him  of  high-ireafon  were  by  this  time,  afham- 
'  ed  of  it ;   except,    perhaps,   one  fingle  perfon, 

*  who  could  be  afhamed  of  nothing.' 

About  this  time,  the  Lords  addrefTed  his  Maje- 
fly,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  appoint  a  High- 
Steward  for  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  \  in 
compliance  to  which  addrefs  his  Majefty  was  pleaf- 
ed to  appoint  the  Lord  High -Chancellor, 

On  Wednefday  the  12  th  o^June^  Mr.  Carter  re-  Report  of 
ported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  confider  ^^^^'^j^^^g 
the  ftate  of  the  impeachment  againft  Robert  Earl  o^  jum  i». 
Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer^    '  That  the  Committee 
'  had  met  feveral  times,  and  made  fome  progrefs 

*  in  the  matters   to  them  referred  ;   but  that  the 

*  profecution  of  the  faid  impeachment  having  been 

*  interrupted  for  fo  many  months,  by  the  interven- 
'  tion  of  many  weighty  and  urgent  affairs,  which 

*  more  nearly  and  immediately  concerned  the  wel- 

*  fare,  defence,  and  fecurity  of  the  kingdom  •,   it 

*  was  become  abfolutely  necefliuy  for  thofe  who 

*  Ihould  be  appointed  to  manage  the  faid  impeach- 
'  ment,  to  review,  and  carelully  perufe  all  the 
'  treaties,   records,  letters,  and  other  papers  proper 

*  and  neceffary  for  Ripporting  this  profecution  -^ 
'  which  being  very  voluminous,  it  would  be  im- 
«  poflible,  within  the  time  appointed  tor  the  trial, 

I  i    2  '      '   tQ 
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*  to  adjuft  and  apply  the  urop^^r  evidence  to  the  fe- 
Motion  to  «  veral  articles.'  PI?reupon  it  was  moved,  that  a 
tS^time^^'  meflage  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  acquainting  them 
for  the  tmi  ^vith  the  rcaf'M.s  why  this  houfe  could  not  proceed 
If  Oxford,    on  ibe  trial  of  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  a7td  Earl 

Mortimer,  at  the  time  appointed ;  and  to  defire  that 
the  fa„ie  might  be  put  off  to  a  farther  day.  Hereupon 
there  was,  for  two  or  three  minutes,  a  filence  in 
the  houfe,  the  members  looking  upon  one  another. 

Great  debate  Waiting   who    fhould    fpeak  firfl.      At  laft,   Mr. 

thereupon.  jJungerford  being  called  upon  by  feveral  gentlemen, 
fofe  up,  and  after  a  little  flourifli,  fpoke  ferioufly 
to  the  matter  before  them,  and  in  particular,  took 
notice  of  the  great  hardfhips  which  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford  had  undergone.  Hereupon  Mr.  Bofcawen  ex- 
prefTed  his  concern,  '  That  a  profecution  which  the 
'  Commons  had  begun  in  fo  folemn  a  manner,  and 

*  which  was  thought  fo  neceifary  to  vindicate  the 

*  honour  and  juftice  of  the  nation,  fhould,  at  laft, 
'  be  dropt  j  which,  he  was  fure,  would  be  a  re- 

*  fled  ion  on  that  houfe.' Here  again  was  a  deep 

filence  ;  and  Mr.  Speaker  rifing,  in  order  to  put 
the  queftion,  Mr.  Samuel  Tufnel  took  that  oppor- 
tunity to  fpeak  to  the  effed  following : 

Mr.  Speaker^ 
Mr.r«/w/'s  '  T  Have  not  as  yet  troubled  the  houfe  upon  any 
fpcech.        t  j^  Qf  ^l^g  impeachments  :  However,  fince  I  have 
'  given  my  affent  to  every  article  exhibited  againft 

*  this  noble  Lord,  I  think  it,  in  fome  meafure,  in- 

*  cumbent  upon  me,  to  declare  the  reafons  why  I 

*  did  fo.  I  am  fure,  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this 
'  houfe,  that  at  any  time  more  unwillingly  comes 

*  into  any  thing,  that  has  the  leafl  appearance  of 

*  feverity  towards  his  fellow  fubjeds,  than  myfelf. 

*  And  I  can,  with  a  great  deal  of  fmcerity  affirm, 
'  that  no  perfonal  pique,  prejudice,  or  refentment, 
«  ever  did,  and  I  hope  never,  will,  influence  my 
'  vote  ;  efpecially  when  either  the  life^  the  fortune, 

'  or 
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*  or  the  reputation  of  any  man  is  concerned.     What 

*  I  did,  I    did  out  of  a  difinterefted   zeal  ;  out  of 

*  an  indifpenfable  love  and  duty  to  my  country  : 
'  And  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  profecution, 

*  I  then  thought,  and  flill  am  of  opinion,  that  the 

*  meafures  which  this  noble  Lord  entered  into,  as 

*  Prime  Minifter^  have^  if  I    may  be  excufed  the  ' 

*  impropriety  of  the  expreflion,  laid  a  foundation 
,  for  the   ruin  of  his  country.     I  have  already  de- 

*  clared  that  I  have,  in  every  part  of  the  accufation, 
'  voted  againil  this  noble  Lord.     As  to  the  articles 

*  of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours^  I  believe  there 
«  is  no  body  but  thinks  there  was  fufficient  ground 
«  for  them  :  As  to  the  high-treafon^  where  lay  the 
«  only  difficulty,  I  muft  freely  own,'  had  I  confult- 

<  ed  only  my  private  opinion,  I  could  fcarce  have 

*  thought  it  included  in  the  25th  of  Edw,  IIL 
'  But  when  an  honourable  Gentleman^  who  was  then 

*  chairman  of  the  fecret  Committee^  undertook,  in 

*  a  fad:   which  the  houfe  had  already  adjudged  to 

*  be  high-treafon,  to  bring  that  matter  as  home  to 

*  my  Lord  of  Oxford^  as  the  report  had  done  to 

*  the  then  Lord  Bolingbroke  •,  when  he  gave  us  all 
'  the   aflurances   imaginable,    that  they  had  living 

<  and  legal  evidence  to  fupport  the  charge  •,  fuch,  as 

*  it  was  almoft  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Com- 
'  mittee,  might  be  given  in  Weftminfier-Hall  %  and 
'  he  hoped,  that  fince  the  houfe  had  thought  fit  to 
«  repofe  a  confidence  in  them,  it  would  not  be  ex- 
'  pe6led  the  evidence  fliould  be  difcovered,  lefl  it 
'  might  give  them  an  opportunity  of  being  fedu- 

*  ced :  This,  I  fay,  and  this  alone  fwayed  my  opi- 
'  nion.     I   then  confidered  myfelf  a6lingnotasa 

*  judge,  but  as  a  profecutor.     And  when  that  very 

*  ingenious  Gentleman,  (whom  I  always  hear  with 

*  the  greateft  pleafure,  and  to  whofe  judgment  I 

*  always  pay  the  greatefl  deference)  I  fay,  when 

*  his  honour^    his  mderflanding^    his  veracity^  his 

*  every  things  was  fo  far  engaged,  the  only  queflion 

113  with 
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*  with  me  was,  whether  it  was  reafonable  to  under- 

*  take  the  profecution,  or  no  ?  And  upon  thefe  con- 

*  fiderations,   I  can't  but  think  I  fhould  have  been 
'  extremely  wanting  in  that  duty  which  I  owe  my 

*  country,  if  I  fhould  have  declined  giving  my  vote 

*  to  bring  an  offender  to  public  juftice  ;  when,  at 

*  the  fame  time,  I  was  fully  convinced,  that  he  had 

*  betrayed  the  honour  and  the  inter  eft  of  the  nation.^ 

This   pathetic  fpeech   rouzed  the  houfe  of  that 
kind  of  lethargy  they  feemed   to  be   in  •,  and  Mr. 
Bromley  taking  notice  that  the  dint  of  it  was  prin- 
cipally levelled  at  Mr.  Walpole^    endeavoured,  in 
*  fome  meafure,  to  vindicate  him,  by  faying,  '  That 

*  tho'  he  was  the  Chairman  of  the  fecret  Committee, 

*  yet  if  any  thing  was  done  amifs  amongft  them, 

*  it  were  hard  to  lay  all  the  blame  at  his  door,  fmce 

*  the  whole  Committee  were  equally  concerned  in 

*  the  impeachment.'  As  to  the  matter  now  under 
confideration,  Mr.  Bromley  added,  '  That  they  had 

*  been  told   above  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  that  the 

*  evidence  was  ready:  But  that  they  ought  not  to 
'^  give  the  Lords  the  trouble  of  going  through  the 

*  whole  impeachment,  fince,  in  his  opinion,  twen- 
'  ty  of  the  articles  were  altogether  vain  and  need- 
*-  lefs.'  Some  m.embers  being  fhocked  at  this  af- 
fertion,  Mr.  Bromley  immediately  explained  himfelf, 
faying,  '  That  if  the  two  articjes  that  were  for  high 
.'  treafon   could    be  made  good,  the  other  twenty 

*  would  be  needlefs  and  infignificant.'  Mr.  ShippeUy 
who  fpoke  on   the  fame   fide,  faid,  among  other 

WsfSh.  things,  '  That  this  impeachment  had  been  depend- 

^  ing  fo  long,  that  every  body  expeded  it  would 

'  be  dropt:  And,  indeed,  unlefs  the  two  articles 

'  of  high-treafon  could  be  made  good,  he  thought 

*  it  unreafonable  to  give  the  two  houfes  an  unnecef- 

*  fary  trouble  about  the  other  articles,  by  keeping 

*  them  fitting  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the  Summer. 

*  Tiiat,  after  all,  thofe   who  had  firft  begun  their 

^  im- 


A.  1717.         DEBATES.  487 

impeachments,  ought  to  be  flitisfied  with  having 
gotthe  places  of  thofe  that  were  impeached  ;  which, 
indeed,  Icemed  to  be  what  they  had  principally  in 
view.     That  the  truth  of  this  appeared  evidently 
from  the  behaviour  of  the  gentleman  who  was  the 
moft  forward  and   aftive  in  the  impeachments, 
whofe  warmth   was  very  much   abated  fmce  he 
was  out  of  place.     That  he  did  not  mention  this 
as  a  refledlion  on  that  gentleman,  for  whom  he 
ever  had  a  great  refped  ;  but  that  he  was  afraid 
this  would   lefTen  him  in   the   efteem  of  others. 
That  for  his   own   part,  he  was  not  in  the  leaft 
furprized  at  his  condudl  •,  of  which  he  had,  of 
jate,  obferved  many  inftances,  but  that  he  ever 
difapproved  it.     That  if  he  would  have  been  a 
iime-ferver,    he  might,  as  well  as  other  people, 
have  got  fome  good  employment  -,  but  that   he 
rather  chofe  to  be  contented  with  a  fmall  private 
fortune,  than  betray  his  fentiments.     And,  as  an 
inftance,  he  added,  he  could  never  be  guilty  of  fo 
much  adulation^  as  to  compliment  a  certain  perfon 
with  the  rank  o^fecond  G£';2^r^/( meaning  the  Lord 
Cadogan)   to  the  prejudice  of  an  honourable  and 
worthy  member  of  that  houfe,  (meaning  General 
IVebh)  whofe  glorious  anions  had  gained  him  an 
immortal  name.'     Mr.  Htmgerf or d hid  thereupon. 
That  for  his  own  part,  he  ever  was  againil  im- 
peachments, becaufe  he  had  obferved,  that  they 
generally  come  to  nothing  •,  and  as  for  the  reflec- 
«  tion  made  by  the  worthy  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
«  he  fuppofed  it  was  meant  for  fome  body  clfe  :' 
Looking,  as  he  fpoke  this,  towards  Sir  Jofepb  JckylU 
who  fat  near  him,  and  v/ho,  fome  days  before,  had 
fpoken  in  behalf  of  the  Lord  Cadogan,     Sir  Jofepb 
juflified  himfelf,  both  as  to  this,  and  as  to  the  Ihare 
he  had  in  the  impeachment  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  ; 
which  'twas  eafy  for  him  to  do,  having,  from  the 
beginning,  been  againft  the  articles  ^ov  high -ire  afon. 
After  this,  Mr.  Walple  made  a  faint  apology  for 
I  i  4  hii^- 
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himfclf,  faying,  among  other  things^    '  That  he 

*  had  of  late  looked  over  fome  of  the  moft  mate- 

*  rial  papers  relating  to  this  impeachment,  and,  he 

*  was  ftill  convinced  in  his  conscience,  that  the  late 

*  miniftry  had  given  themfelves  up  entirely,  and 

'  were   ready  to  deliver  up  the  nation  to  France  * 

But  having  let  drop  an  infinuation,  as  if  many  who 

followed  his  opinion  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  impeachments^ 

did  ii  rather  out  of  compliment  to  his  power ^  than  to  his 
perfon  :  Mr.  Tufnel^  j^ftly  refenting  this  innuendo^ 
immediately  repelled  the  dint  of  it,  at  leaft,  in  rela- 
tion to  himfelf,  by  appealing  to  that  honourable  mem- 
her^  whether  he  had  ever  made  his  court  to  him  ?  And 
whether  he  had  not  paid  him  more  refpe^f^  ftnce  he  was 
out^  then  when  he  was  in  place  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.  Lechmcre  flrongly  fupported  the  motion  for  the 
mefiage  \  and,  among  other  things,  faid,  '  It  was 
Mr.  Lech'  '  no  wonder  that  a  certain  ^tt  of  men  who  had,  at 
M.^/t'.rpcech  c  f^i'fi-^  oppofed  the  impeachments,  fnould  now  be 
'  for  letting  them  drop  ;  and  that  this  v/as  yet  the 
'  lefs  furprizing,  in  that   the  fame  gentlemen  had 

*  conflantly  oppofed,  all  that  had  been  propofed 
'  for  the  fupport  of  the  prefent  happy  fettlement : 
'  But  that   for  his  own  part,  he  was  of  the  fame 

*  opinion  he  ever  was,  viz.  that  the  nation  could 
'-  not  profper,  till  they  had  brought  thofe  to  juftice, 
'-  who  betrayed  its  Allies  in  fo  fcandalous  a  manner, 
'  and  brought  it  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin.     And 

*  that  he  would  venture  his  life  in  this  profecution.' 
This  fpeech  had  fo  much  weight,  that  it  was  carried, 
without  dividing,  that  th^  melTage  be  fent  to  the 
Lords  ;  which  being  done  the  fame  day,  their  Lord- 
fhips  took  it  immediately  into  confideration.  The 
Earl  of  Sunderland  moved  to  allow  the  Commons 
a  fortnight  longer,  but  the  Duke  of  Bevonfhire  faid, 
twelve  days  were  fufiicient ;  and  fo  moved,  ^  That 

Tt'S^oi  '  ^^^  ^^T^^  ^  farther  adjourned  to  Monday  the  24th 
cxfi^dvut  '  of  June.'  The  Lords  Trevor,  Harcourt,  North 
°!hnrr!r.^^^  G/'OS  and  fome  others,  infilled,  That  the 
"^     -  Lords 
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Lords  having  fixed  a  peremptory  day  for  the  tryal, 
they  ought  not  to  grant  any  farther  time :  But 
the  queftion  being  put  upon  the  Duke  o(  Devon/hire's 
motion,  the  fame  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
a  majority  of  76  voices  againft  ^y.  The  next  *  day,  *  jum  13. 
the  Lords  fent  a  meffage  to  the  Commons,  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  faid  refolution  ;  which  the 
Commons  having,  on  the  14th  ofjune^  taken  into 
confideration,  it  was  ordered,  i.  Tba(  managers  i^e 
appointed  to  make-  good  the  articles  of  impeachment  a- 
gainft  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer. 
2.  ^hat  the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  confider 
of  the  fi ate  of  the  faid  impeachment^  he  the  faid  mana- 
gers (to  whom  four  other  gentlemen  were  this  day 
added  by  the  houfe).  3.  l!hat  the  faid  Committee 
have  power  to  fend  for  fiich  perfons,  papers ^  and  re^ 
cords ^  as  floall  be  thought  neceffary  to  be  ufed  at  the 
tryal  of  the  faid  Earl  j  and  that  they  have  power  to 
fit  de  die  in  diem,  and  to  adjourn  to  fuch  time  and 
place  as  they  think  fit ;  and  they  are  to  prepare  evidence^ 
and  to  proceed  in  the  mofi  fpeedy  and  fecret  way  they 
can^  for  the  advantage  of  the  profecution.  And  4, 
'That  Mr,  Anthony  Cratchrode  he  appointed  Sollicitor 
to  attend  the  managers  in  profecuting  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment againji  the  faid  Earl. 

Four  days  after*,  the  Commons  ordered  alfo,  ^Jurtcn, 
That  fuch  members  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  he 
managers  at  the  tryal  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  as  are 
Juflices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  (j/*  Middlefex,  be 
empowered  to  examine^  in  the  moft  folemn  manner ^ 
fuch  perfons  as  fijall  be  judged  neceffary  to  be  produced  at 
the  faid  tryal. 

On  the  day  appointed  by  the  Lords,  viz.  Monday  Orders  of  the 
the  24th  of  June^  the  Commons  refolved^  '  That  forThdr"pro- 
'  this  houfe  will  be  prefent  at  the  tryal  of  Robert  ^J"^J^ 
'  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mor timer .^  as  a  Com-  hliCjutc 
'  mittee  of  the  whole  houfe  \  And  ordered.,   i.  That  *4. 
*  the  managers  appointed  to  make  good  the  articles 

'  of 
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«  of  impeachment  againft  the  faid  Earl,  do  firft  go 

*  out  of  the  houfe  to  the  places  appointed  for  them 

*  in  Weflminfter-halU  before  the  other  members  do 

*  go  out  of  the  houfe.  2.  That  after  Mr.  Speaker 
'  Ihall  have  left  the  chair,  the  members  be  called 

*  over  by  the  Clerk,  by  their  counties,  as  ufual, 

*  for  their  more  regular  proceeding.  3.  That  no 
'  member  do  prefume  to  go  out  of  the  houfe  till  the 
*-  county  for  which  he  ferves  be  called.     4.  That  no 

*  perfons  but  members  of  this  houfe  do  prefume  to 
'  fit  in  the  places  appointed  for  the  members  in 
'  Weftminfter-halL  5.  That  the  pafTages  for  the 
'  members  of  this  houfe  to  and  from  their  places 

*  in  Weftmrnfier-hall  be  kept  clear,  {^c,     6.  That 

*  the  Serjeant  at  arms  do  take  into  his  cuflody  all 
'  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  be,  or  fhall  attempt  to  come 

*  into  the  places  prepared  for  the  members  of  this 

*  houfe,  ^c.     And  7.  That  the  names  of  the  Com- 

*  mittee  appointed  to  be  managers  be  called  over  :' 
which  being  done  accordingly,  the  houfe  refolved 
itfdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  in  order 
to  be  prefent  at  the  faid  tryal. 

Manritr  of       The  fame  day,   about  ten  of  the  clock  in  the 
H^gh-'sL-  morning,    the  Lord  High-Chancellor  Cowper^  m 
ard's  going  to  quality  of  Lord  High-Steward  o^ Great-Britain^  ap- 
^ejiminjicr,  ^^'^^^^^  ^^  ^^3  Majcfty  for  the  tryal  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford^    was  attended   from  his  houfe  by  all  the 
Judges  of  his  Majefcy's  courts  in  Weftminfter-hall^ 
in  their  robes  ■,    as  alfo  by  Garter  King  of  arms, 
and    the   Gentleman-Ufher    of  the  Black-rod^    to 
vv^hom  his  Majefty  had  delivered  the  White  Wand 
to  be  carried  before  his  Lordlhip  •,  and  fet  forward 
in  his  coach  towards  Weftminfter^  fitting  at  the  hin- 
der end  thereof-,  Garter^  and  the  gendeman  who 
bore  the  Great-[eal\  fitting  both  uncovered  at   the 
other  end  :  One  of  the  Serjeants  at  arms,  with  his 
mace,  being  placed  on  the  right  fide  of  the  coach, 

and 
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and  the  Ulher  of  the  Black-rod  carrying  the  White 
Wand  on  the  left :  The  Judges  and  his  Lord  (hip's 
gentlemen  foUowino;  after  in  feveral  coaches.  Being 
thus  come  to  the  flairs  foot,  afcending  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  the  Judges  went  up  two  and  two  toge- 
ther, the  juniors  firft,  next  the  Lord  High- Steward's 
gentlemen,  after  them  the  Serjeant  at  arms  with  his 
mace,  and  the  feal-bearer ;  and  laftly,  the  Gen- 
tleman-Uflier  of  the  Black-rod^  bearing  the  White 
Wand^  Garter  King  of  arms  going  on  his  right : 
Then  his  Lordfliip  alone,  his  train  borne  by  one  of 
his  Gentlemen.  In  this  manner  entering  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  he  found  all  the  Lords  in  their  fcarlet 
robes,  alfo  the  Bifhops  in  their  rochets,  and  took 
his  place  upon  the  uppermoft  Woolpack.  This 
done,  and  prayers  ended,  his  commifTion  for  Lord 
High- Steward  was  read  :  And  then  the  Lords  ad- 
journed themfelves  into  the  eredled  court  in  Wejlniin- 
fier-hall^  where  the  managers^  and  other  members 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  a  grand  Committee, 
had,  by  this  time,  taken  their  refpedive  places. 
The  King,  the  Prince,  and  Princefs  of  Wales^ 
were  alfo  feated  in  the  boxes  prepared  for  the  royal 
family,  as  were  alfo  the  foreign  Minifters  in  the 
feats  appointed  for  them  ;  and  the  other  part  of  the 
Amphitheatre  was  filled  up  with  a  vaft  number  of 
Gentlemen,  Ladies,  and  other  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion. 

All  things  being  thus  in  a  readinefs,  and  a  large 
door- place  made  through  the  upper  end  of  the  faid 
hall,  into  that  which  was  heretofore  the  Court  of 
Wards ^  their  Lordfliips  pafTed  from  their  houfe, 
firfl  into  the  painted  Chamber^  then  through  that 
called  the  Court  of  Requefis  ;  thence  (turning  on  the 
left  hand)  into  that  called  the  Court  of  Wards ^  then 
entered  at  the  door  (lb  broken  down  as  above 
mentioned)  into  Weflminfier-hall^  and  pafTed  through 
a  Gallery  (placed  between  the  King^s-Bench  and 
Chancery  courts^  into  Weftminjler-hall^  the  procef- 

fion 
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fion  being  in  manner  following,  viz.  The  Lord 
High-Steward's  gentlemen  attendants,  two  and  two ; 
the  Clerks  afliflant  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Parliament,  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
crown  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  bearing  the  King's 
commiflion  to  the  Lord  High-Steward  ;  the  Ma- 
ilers in  Chancery^  two  and  two  ;  then  the  Judges, 
the  Peers  eldeft  fons,  and  Peers  minors,  two  and 
two  *,  four  St^rjeants  at  arms  with  their  maces,  two 
and  two ;  the  Yeomen  Ufhers  of  the  houfe  ;  then 
the  Peers,  two  and  two,  beginning  with  the  youn- 
geft  Barons.  Then  four  Serjeants  at  arms  with  their 
maces ;  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  the  Great-fed 
and  Pm-fe -hearer ;  then  Garter  King  of  arms,  and 
the  Gentleman  Ulher  of  the  Black-rod^  carrying  the 
White  Staff  before  the  Lord  High-Steward  j  and 
laft  of  all,  the  Lord  High- Steward  alone,  his  train 
borne. 

When  the  Lords  were  placed  in  their  proper 
feats,  and  the  Lord  High-Steward  upon  the  Wool- 
pack^  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery^ {landing  before  the  Clerk's  table,  with  his  face 
towards  the  flate,  having  his  Majefty's  commifiTion 
to  the  Lord  High- Steward,  made  three  reverences 
towards  his  Grace,  and,  on  his  knees,  prefented  the 
commiflion  to  him ;  after  which,  and  ufual  reve- 
rences, the  fame  was  carried  down  to  the  table ; 
and  then  proclamation  for  filence  being  made,  in 
the  ufual  manner,  the  Lord  High-Steward  flood 
lip,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  Peers,  faid.  His 
Majefty^s  commiffion  is  going  to  be  read ;  your  Lordjhips 
are  defired  to  attend.  Hereupon,  all  the  Peers  un- 
covered themfelves,  and  they  and  all  others  flood  up 
uncovered  while  the  commiflion  was  reading,  after 
which,  the  Serjeant  at  arms  faid,  God  fave  the  King. 
Then  the  Herald  and  Gentleman -Ufher  of  the 
Black-rody  after  three  reverences,  kneeling,  pre- 
fented- the  White  Staff  to  his  Grace  ;  and  then  his 
■  Grace,  attended  by  the  Herald,  Black-rod,  and  Seal- 

karer. 
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bearer^  (making  his  proper  reverences  towards  the 
Throne)  removed  from  the  wool-pack  to  an  armed 
chair,  which  was  placed  on  theuppermoft  flepbut  one 
of  the  Throne,  as  it  was  prepared  for  that  purpole,  and 
thenfeated  himfelf  in  the  chair,  and  delivered  the  ftaff 
to  the  Gentleman-Uiher  of  the  Black-rod  on  his  right 
hand,  the  Seal-bearer  holding  the  Purfe  on  the  left. 

Then  the  Clerk  of  the  crown  ordered  the  Serjeant  The  Eari  of 
at  arms  to  make  proclamation  for  filence,  which  he  ,^,^J^ht  to 
did  accordingly  j  after  which  another  Proclamation  his  tryai. 
was  made,  commanding  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower  of  London  to  bring  forth  his  prifoner  to  the 
bar.  Hereupon,  the  Earl  of  Oxford^  who,  between 
ten  and  eleven  of  the  clock  that  morning,  was  con- 
du6ted  from  the  Tower  to  Weftminfter  by  water,  was 
brought  to  the  bar  by  the  Deputy-Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower ^  having  the  ax  carried  before  him  by  the  Gen- 
tleman-jay lor  of  the  Tower ^  who  flood  with  it  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  prifoner,  with  the  edge  turned  from 
liim.  The  prifoner,  when  he  approached  the  bar, 
after  kneeling,  bowed  to  his  Grace  the  Lord  High- 
Steward,  and  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  •,  which  com- 
pliment was  returned  to  him  by  his  Grace,  and  the 
houfe  of  Peers.  Then  were  read  by  the  Lord 
High-Steward's  command,  Firft^  The  articles  of 
impeachment  exhibited  by  the  Commons ;  Secondly^ 
The  prifoner's  anfwer  to  the  fame  -,  and  Thirdly^ 
The  replication  of  the  Commons  \  after  which  the 
Lord  High-Steward  made  a  fpcech  fui table  to  the 
occafion,  and  fignified  to  the  managers  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  that  this  was  the  time  for  them  to 
make  good  the  articles  of  impeachment. 

*  TJ  Obert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer,  it  XJ'^j^^sTet. 
'  X\.  ^^^s  been  ufual,  before  the  Commons  pro-  ard^s  fpe^h. 
'  ceed,  to  fay  fomething  from  this  place  to  perfons 

'  in  your  Lordfhip's  prefent  condition  •,    partly  by 

*  way  of  exhortation  to  a  reafonable  conhdence  in 

*  the 
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*  the  great  honour,  juflice,  wifdom,  integrity,  and 

*  candour  of  their  Judges,  their  Peers,  the  houfe  of 

*  Lords  in  Parliament  alTembled,    and  partly  by 

*  way  of  diredlion,  to  alTifl  them  in  their  behaviour 
'  and  condudl  during  the  courfe  of  their  tryal. 

'  But,  confidering  the  many  great  offices  your 

*  Lordfhip  has  borne  in  the  itate,  your  long  expe- 
'  rience  and  known  learning  in  all  parliamentary 

*  proceedings,    I  cannot  but  think  it  would  feem 

*  improper  for  me  to  be  fpeaking  to  your  Lordlhip 

*  in  that  manner. 

'  Wherefore  I  proceed  barely  to  acquaint  your 

*  Lordfhip,  and  others  whom  it  may  concern,  with 
'  fuch  orders  as  the  Lords  have  made,  which  'tis  fit 

*  fhould  be  taken  notice  of  thus  early  in  this  tryal. 

1.  *  Your  Lordfliip,  and  all  qther  perfons  who 

*  have  occafion  to  fpeak  to  this  court,  mufl  addrefs 
^  their  fpeech  to  the  Lords  in  general,    and  not  10 

*  any  Lord  in  particular. 

2.  '  Your  Lordfhip's  counfel  may  be  prefent  at 

*  the  bar,  in  order  to  be  heard  to  any  point  or  mat- 

*  ter  of  law,    if  fuch  fhall  arife  on  either  of  the  ar- 

*  tides  for  high-treafon,    and  that  you  may  make 
'  your  full  defence  by  counfel,  if  you  think  fit,  on 

*  the  articles  for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours, 

*  as  well  on  matters  of  facl,  as  of  law. 

3.  '  That  your  witnefTes  are  to  be  examined  on 

*  oath,    as  well  to  the  articles  for  high-treafon,  as 

*  thofe  for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.' 

Then  the  Lord  High-Steward,  with  the  Lords 
leave,  went  down,  and  having  feated  hlmfelf  by  the 
table,  told  the  gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
that  they  might  now  proceed :  Upon  which  Mr. 
Stanhope  faid,     '  My  Lords,    the  diflance  of  the 

*  Lord  High^Steward  from  this  place,    may  have 

'  been 
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*  been  the  occafion,  that  we  have  miftaken  fome- 
'  thing  that  fell  from  thence  ,    we  do  therefore  de- 

*  fire  to  avoid  all  miftakes  (and  I  believe  we  might 
'  be  miftaken)  for   we  underflood  by   my    Lord 

*  High-Steward,  that  counfel  fhould  be  allowed 
'  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  as  v/ell  to  the  defence  of 
'  the  High- treafon,  as  to  the  high-crimes  and  mi f- 
'  demeanours :  It  is  poflible,  we  mifapprehend  his 

*  Lordfhip,  but  we   hope   his   Lordfliip   will   be 

*  pleafed  to  explain  it  to  us.'  Hereupon  the  Lord 
High-Steward  faid,  *  To  prevent  miflakes,  I  re- 
«  pear  what  I  faid,  that  counfel  for  the  Lord  (the 
«  prifoner  at  the  bar)  may  be  prefent  at  the  bar,  in 

<  order  to  be  heard  to  any  matter  or  point  of  law 

*  (if  any  fuch  fhall  arife)  relating  to  the  big h- treafon  ; 

<  and  likewife  to  make  that  Lord's  defence  on  the 
'  articles  of  impeachment  of  high-crimes  and  mif- 

*  demeanours,  as  well  in  matters  of  fa5i^  as  matters 
'  of  law? 

Hereupon  Richard  Hampden^  Efq;  one  of  the 
managers^  opened  the  impeachment  with  the  follow- 
ing fpeech. 

My  Lords  ^ 
'  r-rn  H  E  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parlia-  ^^  ^ 
'     JL     ment  aflembled,  out  of  indifpenfable  duty  je«'s  fpeech, 
'  to  their  country,    and  zeal  for  the  prefervation  of 
'  the  common  liberties  of  Europe,  have   brought  to 

*  your  Lordfhips  bar,  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford^  and 
«  Earl    Mortimer^    late  High-treafurer  and  Privy- 

*  counfellor  of  this  kingdom,    charged  with  the 

*  highefl  crimes  and  mifdemeanours,  by  him  com- 

*  mitted  and  done  againfl  the  perfon,    crown  and 

'  dignity  of  his  Sovereign,  the  peace  and  interefl     ■ 

*  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  breach  of  the  feverai 
'  trufts  repofed  in  him. 

'  The  Commons,  in  their  charge,  fet  forth  the 
\  many  folemn  treaties  and  alliances  which  had  been 

'  entered 
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entered  into  between  the  crown  of  England^  and 
other  Princes^  and  Potentates  of  Europe,  for  their 
mutual  fafety,  from  the  confiderations  of  the 
common  danger  which  then  threatened  all  Chri- 
Jlendom^  from  thQ  immoderate  growth  of  tht  power 
of  France. 

'  They  likewife  take  notice  to  your  Lordlliips, 
of  the  profperous  and  flourilhing  condition  which 
the  liberties  of  Europe  were  in,  when,  under  thefe 
treaties  and  alliances,  it  pleafed  Almighty  God, 
to  blefs  the  confederate  arms,  under  the  command 
oftheir^r^^/ and  w^md?^^  G^;;^r^/,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  with  fuch  a  feries  of  fuccefles  as  far 
exceeded  their  own  expedacions  ;  and  by  the  wif- 
dom  and  unanimity  of  their  councils,  many  fignal 
advantages,  both  by  fea  and  land,  were  obtained 
againft  the  common  enemy,  whereby  the  glory 
of  the  confederate  arms,  and  the  reputation  of 
Great- Britain  in  particular,  was  raifed  to  a  higher 
pitch  than  in  any  former  age. 

*  That  in  this  profperous  condition  of  affairs,  the 
pr  if  oner  at  the  bar,  with  other  evil  minded  perfons, 
enemies  to  the  true  interefl  of  their  country,  as  well 
as  to  the  common  liberties  and  welfare  of  Europe. 
did,  by  many  wicked  arts  and  infinuations,  obtain 
accefs  to  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  got  into 
her  councils,  and  into  places  of  the  higheft  truft, 
to  make  way  for  his  and  their  pernicious  enter- 
prizes,  formed  a  treacherous  correfpondence  with  the 
emiffaries  of  France,  and  gave  falfe  and  pernicious 
councils  to  her  Majefly. 

*  The  particular  articles  exhibited  by  the  Com- 
mons, to  which  proper  evidence  will  be  applied, 
contain  a  charge, 

*  That  this  great  perfon  at  the  bar,  having  no 
regard  to  the  honour  or  fafety  of  his  Sovereign, 
or  thefe  kingdoms,  wherewith  he  was  intrufted, 
or  to  the  many  folemn  engagements  with  the  old 

*  and 
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*  and  faithful  Allies  of  this  nation,  but  being  de- 

*  voted  to  the  intereft  and  fervice  of  the  common 

*  enemy^  did,  by  private  and  fecret  negociations,  in 

*  breach  of  all  publkfailb,  malicioufly  and  wicked- 

*  ly  cultivate  and  improve  the  demands  of  the  ene- 

*  mies  of  his  country,  more  to  their  advantage  than 

*  they  themfelves  could  have  ever  hoped  for. 

'  That  by  clandeftine  and  fecret  negociations  with 
'  the  enemies  of  England,  he  gave  up  the  particular 

*  intereft  of  his  own  country  ;  that  he  affumed  to 
'  himfdf  regal  power,  and,  in  3.  thviQ  of  open  war, 

*  took  upon  himfelf  to  meet  and  treat  with  the  ene- 

*  my,  without  any  authority  or  power  from   his 

*  Sovereign,  and,  did  what  in  him  lay  to  fubvert  the 

<  ancient  and  cfiahlijhed  conftltution  of  this  kingdom. 

'  That  he  concealed  the  advice  and  pernicious  in- 

*  fluence,  whereby  he  had  engaged  his  Sovereign, 

*  and  proftituted  her  honour,  which  had  been  raifed 
'  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory  abroad,   and  been 

*  juftly  held  in  veneration  with  her  Allies ;  and  the 

*  royal  hand  was,  by  the  wicked  arts  of  the  prifo- 
«  ner  at  the  bar,  made  the  inftrument  to  advance  the 

<  intereft  of  the  common  enemy. 

*  That  by  deceitfully  amufmg  the  Allies  of  the 
'  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  by  private,  feparate, 
'  and  unjuftifiable  negociations,  entered  into  and 

*  carried  on  by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  a  lafting  re- 

*  proach  was  brought  upon  this  nation,  and  the  pub- 

*  lie  faith  of  many  treaties,   wherein  England  was 

*  engaged  in  the  moft  facred  and  folemn  manner, 
'  was  notorioufly  violated,  and  the  faithful  Allies  of 
'  the  crown  amufed  and  deceived. 

*  That  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  did,  in  the  moft 
'  fatal  manner,  impofe  upon  and  delude  his  Sove- 

*  reign,  in  accepting  a  pretended  expedient  from  the 

*  enemy,  which  the  enemy  at  the  fame  time  decla- 

*  red  to  be  null  and  void.     That  the  moft  unjufti- 

*  fiable  and  deftrudlive  meafures  were  taken  by  him- 

*  to  diflblve  the  whole  confederacy,  without  any  re- 
VoL.  VI.  K  k  '  gard 
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^  gard  to  religion^  liberty^  or  the  faith  of  treaties ; 

*  and  in  confequence  of  his  wicked  advice,  great 

*  numbers  of  the  confederate  troops,  who  had,  on 

*  many  occafions,  fignalized  themfelves  in  the  de- 

*  fence  of  the  caufe  of  Europe^  were  given  up  as  a 

*  facrifice  to  the  fury  and  revenge  of  the  enemy. 

Ai'j  Lords, 

*  The  Commons  in  their  charge   fet  forth  the 
«  particular  meafures  concerted  and  taken  by  the 

*  prifoner  at  the  bar,  to  complete  the  deftru6lion  of 

*  the  common  caufe  of  Europe,  and  the  Proteftant 

<  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms.     And  they 

*  charge, 

*  That  the  prifoner  now  before  your  LordJIoips^ 

*  did  traiterou/ly  aid,  ajjtft,  and  adhere  to  the  enemies 

*  of  his  ^teen  3.nd  country,  and  advifed  and  promo- 

*  ted  the  giving  up  to  thofe  enemies  the  important 

*  town  and  fortrefs  of  ^ournay,  together  with  Spain 

*  and  the  Weft- Indies. 

«  That  he  facrificed  the  trade  and  commerce  of 

<  Great- Britain  to  its  common  enemy,  without  the 

*  leaft  fhadow  of  advantage  procured  to  thefe  king- 
'  doms  i  and  betrayed  the  national  faith  and  honour 

*  of  the  crown,  employing  againft  his  Imperial  Ma- 
'  j^ftj  (the  great  and  faithful  Ally  of  this  kingdom) 
'  the  naval  power  of  the  crown,  and  the  fupplies 
«  granted  by  Parliament,  in  diredl  violation  of  the 
'  grand  alliance,  and  contrary  to  her  Majefty's  re- 

*  peated  declarations  from   the  Throne,    and  her 

*  plain  and  full  inftrudions  to  her  Plenipotentiaries 

*  at  Utrecht. 

*■  That  he  took  upon  himfelf  to  exercife  the  moft 

*  arbitrary  and  unwarrantable  authority,  aifuming 

*  to  himfelf  the  chief  diredion  and  influence  in  her 

*  late  Majefty's  councils,  and  moft  wickedly  profti- 
'  tuted  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  dignity  of 
'  Parliament ;  totally  depriving  her  Majefty  of  the 
'  wholefome  and  neceffary  advice  of  her  Parlia- 

*  ment 
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'  ment,  and  mifreprefenting  the  mod  effential  parts 

<  of  the  negociations  of  peace,  to  obtain  t\\t  fanuiion 

*  of  Parliament  to  his  wicked  and  pernicious  pro- 
'  ceedings,  thereby  fatally  deceiving  her  Majeily, 
'  her   Allies,    her    Parliament,    and   her  people, 

<  by  feveral  falfe  fpeeches  and  declarations,  concert- 

*  ed  and  advifed  by  him,  to  be  made  by  her  Ma- 

*  jefiy  from  the  Throne  to  her  Parliament,  on  the 

*  fubje6t  of  the  faid  negociations  of  peace  -,  and  by 

*  fuch  wicked  and  unexampled  evil  counfel,  he  did 

*  mod  ungratefully   abufe  the  favour  of  his  royal 

<  Miftrefs,  and  by  means  of  her  authority  mifled 

*  her  Parliament  into  groundlefs  and  prejudicial  re- 

*  folutions  ;   and  thereby  not  only  prevented   the 

*  juft  advice  of  the  Parliajnent  to  her  Majefty,  in  that 

*  critical  junElure,    but  obtained   the  approbation 

*  of   Parliament    to   his   myfterious    and    dangerous 

*  practices  ;  and  did  not  only   deprive    her    Ma- 

*  j^fty  ofathe  confidence  and  affedion  of  her  Allies^ 
«  but  expofe  her  Majefiy  and  her  people  to  the  con- 

*  tempt  of  the  enemy. 

*  That  he  had  ufed  his  utmofl:  endeavours  to 

<  fuhvert  the  ancient  conftitution  of  Parliament,  the 

*  great  and  only  fecurity  of  the  prerogative  of  the 

*  crown,  and  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  properties 

*  of  the  people,  and  mod  wickedly  attempted  to 

<  deftroy  the  freedom  and  independency  of  this 
«  noble  houfcy  the  great  ornament  and  neareft  fupport 
'  of  the  crown ;  difguifing  his  mifchievous  inten- 
'  tions,  under  pretence  of  fuperior  zeal  for  the  pre- 

*  rogative  of  the  crown,  but  by  his  falfe  advice,  her 
'  Majefiy  was  deprived  of  the  feafofiable  and  whole- 

*  fome  counfels  of  her  Parliament,  and  the  prercga- 

*  tive  perverted  to  the  difhonour  of  the  crown,  and 

*  irreparable  mifchief  to   the  conftitution  of  Par- 

*  liament. 


K  k  2  My 
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My  Lords^ 
'  The  Commons  have  farther  charged  the  nohle 

*  Lord  with  corruptions,  in  illegally  mifapplying 
'  monies  appropriated  by  Parliament^  and  with 
'  preventing  any  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the 
'  fame,  to  the  reproach  and  fcandal  of  Parliaments, 

*  in  breach  of  his  truft^  the   higheft  abufe  of  the 

*  goodnefs  of  his  Sovereign^  and  the  greateft  injuftice 

*  and  oppreflion  of  her  fubjeSts  ;    and  that  he  de- 

*  frauded  her  late  Majefty  of  the  public  money  with 

*  which  he  was  entrufted,  for  the  fupport  of  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  dignity  of  the  crown. 

•  That  this  great  per/on  did  affumeto  himfelfthe 
'  fupreme  dfredion  in  her  late  Majefty^s  councils^ 

*  and  did  introduce  to  her  Majefty  for  a  pretended 
'  public   Minifter^   a  Traytor  in   difguife,    named 

*  in  the  articles ;  and  gave  fuch  tray  tor  feveral  con- 
'  fiderable  fums  out  of  her  Majefly's  trea%ry,  in  a 

*  fidlitious  and  fcandalous  manner ;  fuch  perfon  be- 
*      '  ing  fent  into  this  kingdom,  under  falfe  pretences, 

'  fecretly  to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  Pr^/f»i^r, 
'*  whereby  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  did  ungratefully 

*  expofe  the  perfon  of  her  Majefty,  and  notorioufly 
'  encourage  the  adherents  of  the  Pretender^  to  the 
'  apparent  danger  of  the  Proteftant  fuccefTion  to  the 

*  Imperial  crown  of  thefe  realms.     And, 

Laftly^  '  That  this  great  perfon  at  the  bar,  did  by 
'  the  moft  falfe  and  wicked  counfels  and  pradices, 
'  betray^  and  give  up  as  a  facrifice  to  the  implacable 

*  refentments  of  their  enraged  and  powerful  enemy, 

*  ^^  free  2indL  generous  people^  tht  faithful  and  ufeful 

*  Allies  of  this  kingdom,  the  brave  Catalans; 

*  who,  by  the  evil  meafures  concerted  and  taken 

*  by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  were  betrayed  into  ir- 
'  revocable  flavery,  and  the  honour  of  the  Britifh 
^  nation,  always  renowned  for  the  love  of  liberty, 

*  a<id  for  giving  protection  to  the  dijlrejfed  ajfertors 

*  of 
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*  of  it,  therein  moft  bafely  proftituted  by  the  per- 

*  nicious  and  deteflable  counfel  of  the  prifoner  at  the 
«  bar. 

'  Thus  your  Lordfiiips  have  a  view  of  the  guilt 

*  in  which  the  treafons  and  other  crimes  committed 

*  by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  have  involved  him  : 

*  And  it  is  with  aflonifhment  the  Commons  ob- 

*  ferve,  that  his  defence  is  an  attempt  to  afperfe  the 

*  memory  of  his  royal  miftrefs^    with  the  blame  of 

*  what  was  tranfafted  during  his  adminiftration, 
'  which  by  impofing  upon  her,    he  had  effe<5ted  a- 

*  gainft  her  honour,  and  the  good  of  his  country, 
'  thereby  attempting  to  reflect  upon  the  juflice  of 
'  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  caft  an  odium  upon 

*  their  proceedings  againfl  him.  But  we  doubt  not 
'  your  Lordfhips  vindication  of  the  honour  of  her 
'  late  Majejiy^  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons 

*  in  this  profecution. 

'  The  Commons  think  it  their  duty  to  exprefs 

*  the  utmofl  abhorrence  of  the  traiterous  and  wick- 
'  ed  proceedings  of  the  prifoner  at  the  har,  and  to 
'  fiiew  their  refentment  againft  him,  as  the  author* 
'  and  promoter  of  them. 

'  They  have  found  him  abufing  and  betraying 

*  the  honour  of  his  royal  mijirefs^  into  whofe  favour 
'  he  had  infinuated  himfelf  for  the  moft  deftrudtive 

*  and  wicked  purpofes.  They  have  found  him  infi- 

*  dioufly  dividing  and  weakening  us  and  our  Allies y 

*  betraying  our  councils^    traiteroujly  giving  up  our 

*  ftrong  holds^  fortrejjes  and  defences  of  Europe,  and 

*  her  moft  wealthy  and  fiouriftiing covinnies,  to  the 

*  common  enemy  in  time  of  open  zanr  :    Ar  A  con- 

*  triving  and  effecling  the  diffolution  of  the  ;^reateft 

*  and  moft  noble  confederacy,  that  ever  Wa^  formed 

*  and  united  in  defence  of  the  Frctefinra  interefi^  and 
'  the  glorious  liberties  of  Europe. 

'  They  have  found  him  attcmpang  to  depri'/e 

*  thefe  kingdoms  of  the  only  bleffing  \m  to  their 

*  hopes,  and  which,  by  the  providence  of  God  on- 

K  k  3  ^^  ly, 
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*  ly,  they  now  enjoy,  the  moft  aufpicious  govern- 
'  ment  of  his  prefent  Majejly^  the  greateft  and  beji  of 

*  Princes^  whofe  magnanimity,  wifdom,  piety,  and 

*  other  Princely  virtues,  have  filled  the  hnperial 
«  Throne  of  Great-Britain,  with  a  luftre  unknown 
«  in  any  former  age.  In  this  attempt,  the  noble 
«  Lord  at  the  bar,  wickedly  endeavoured  to  defeat 
'  us  of  our  happy  profpedl  of  lading  felicities,  in  a 
'  long  fucceflion  of  Proteftant  Princes  in  the  ro'^al 

*  line  of  his  moft  excellent  Majeftj^  the  moft  illu- 

*  ftrious  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  and  their  ijjiie^ 

*  eminently  endowed  with  all  graces  and  accom- 

*  plilliments  for  making  a  generous  and  free  people 
'  happy  :  On  the  continuance  of  which  fucceftion, 
<  next  under  God,  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to 
^  us  entirely  depends. 

Afy  Lords, 
*  The  Commons  juftly  refent  and  deteft  the  re- 

*  proach  brought  upon  the  faith  and  honour  of  their 

*  country,  by  the  great  evil   Minifter  at  the  bar: 

*  But  they  promife  themfelves,  your  Lordftiips  will 
'  ever  be  a  terror  to  all  evil  Minijlers,  how  great 

*  foever  -,  and  that  your  Lordfhips  can  never  fail  to 

*  do  juftice  to  your  injured  country,  upon  ^Wperfi- 
>  dious  coiinfellors,   who  lie  in  wait  to  deftroy  our 

*  religion^  laws,  and  liberties.'' 

After  this.  Sir  Jofeph  Jehll  ftood  up,  in  order  to 
proceed  to  make  good  the  firft  article  -,  but  the 
Lord  Har court  having  fignified  to  the  Lords,  that 
before  the  managers  proceeded  farther,  he  had  a 
motion  to  m.ake,  their  Lordfhips  thereupon  ad- 
journed  to  their  own  houfe,  and  the  Commons 
returned  to  theirs. 


As 
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As  foon  as  the  Peers  were  come  to  their  houfe,  ^^^'-^^  i" 
the  Lord  Harcourt  made  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  re-  pcers  about 
pre  rented,  «  That  the  goin^?  thro*  all  the  articles  of  ^^^"'"ho^ 

^  .  ?  Ill  ,       ,       P    .  of  the  ma- 

*  impeachment,  would  take  up  a  great  deal  ot  time  nageripro- 
'  to  little  purpofe  ;  for  if  the  Commons  could  make  ^^'^^J.'^'^ ^^ 

*  good  the  two  articles  for  high-treafon,  the  Earl  thcartides. 
«  of  Oxford  would  forfeit  both  life  and  eftate,  and  J;;;.f.f^'- 

*  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  matter  •,  whereas  fpeech. 

*  the  proceeding  in  the  method  the  Commons  pro- 
«  pofed,  would  draw  the  tryal  into  prodigious 
<  length  -,  urging,  that  'twould  be  a  great  haidfhip 

*  upon  a  Peer,  who  had  already  undergone  fo  long 

*  a  confinement,  to  appear  every  day  at  their  bar, 

*  like  a  traytor,  and  be,  at  laft,  found  guilty  only 

*  of  high- crimes  and  mifdemeanors ;  and  therefore 

*  he  moved,  that  the  Commons  he  not  admitted  to  pro- 
'  ceed  in  order  to  make  good  the  articles  agatnft  Robert 

*  Earl  of   Oxford    and  Earl  Mortimer  for  high 

*  crimes  and  mifdemeanors^  till  judgment  he  firfl  given 

*  upon  the  articles  for  high-treafon* 

The  Lord  Harcourt  was  feconded  and  backed, 
by  the  Lord  'Trevor^  and  the  Earls  of  Anglefey  and 
Nottingham  :  But  the  Lord  Parker  anfwered  them, 

*  That  in  all  courts  of  judicature,  'tis  the  ufual  and 
«  conftant  method  to  go  through  all  the  evidence 
«  before  judgment  be  given  upon  any  part  of  the 

*  accufacion.     That  though  the  houfe  of  Peers  be 

*  xhtfupreme  court  of  the  kingdom,  yet  it  has  ever 

*  a  regard  to  the  rules  of  equity  and  juftice,  and 
'  even  to  the  forms  obferved  in  the  courts  below : 

*  And  as  for  the  prifoner's  appearing  in  the  abjedl 

*  condition  of  a  traytor,  it  was  but  a  piece  of  for- 

*  mality,  which  did  him  no  manner  of  hurt,  and  to 

*  which  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank  had  ever  fob- 

*  mitted,  in  order  to  clear  their  innocence.'  The 
Earl  of  Sunderland^  the  Lord  Coningsoy^  and  the 
Lord  Cadogan  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide ;  but  the 
Dukes  of  Buckingham  and  y^rgyk^  the  Earl  of  Hay^ 

K  k  4  the 
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the  Bilhop  of  Rochefter^  the  Lord  North  and  Grey^ 
the  Lord  I'ownjhend^  and  fevcral  others,  having  ftre- 
nuoufly  fupported  the  Lord  Harcourt^s  motion,  the 
fame  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of 
2>^  voices  againft  ^6. 

The  Lords  being  about  going  down  again  to  JVeft- 
mivfter-halU  fent  a  mefiage  to  the  Commons  to  ac- 
quaint them  therewith  ;  upon  which  the  Commons, 
in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  returned  alfo  to 
Weftmivfter-hall^  where  the  Lord  High- Steward  ac- 
quainted the  managers  with  their  Lordihips  refoluti- 
on,  '  That  the  Commons  be  not  admitted  to  pro- 

*  ceed  in  order  to  make  good  the  articles  againft 
«  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  for 
'  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours,  till  judgment  be 

*  firil  given  upon  the  articles  for  high- treafon.* 
Hereupon,  Sir  William  nomffon^  Sollicitor-general, 
one  of  the  managers  for  the  Commons,  acquainted 
their  Lordfhips,  '  That  they  conceived  it  to  be  fo 
'  much  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Commons  to 
'  proceed  in  their  own  method,  in  maintenance  of 
'  the  articles  exhibited  by  them,  and  did  apprehend 

*  that  this  refolution  of  their  Lordfhips  might  be 
'  of  fo  fatal  confequence  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
'  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain^  that  they 

*  could  not  take  upon  them  to  proceed  any  farther, 
'  without  reforting  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  for 

*  their  diretSlion  therein.'  Upon  this  the  Lords 
and  Com>mons  went  up  to  their  refpedlive  houfes; 
and  Mr.  Sollicitor-general  having  made  his  report 
to  the  Commons  of  what  had  paffed  in  Weftminfter- 
hall^  the  fiid  report  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  the  next  morning. 

*  June  25.  The  Commons  having  the  next  *  morning  taken 
Mr.  Sollicitor-general's  report  into  confideration, 
ordered  their  managers  to  fear ch  -precedents  in  relation 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons  in  profecution  of 
impeachments  ;    after  which  they  received  a  meflage 

from 


Which  oc- 
cifions  a 
difference 
between 
both  houfes 


A.  1717,        DEBATES.  505 

from  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them,  '  That  their 
'  Lordfliips  had  ordered  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and 

*  Earl  Mortimer  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  their 
'  houfe,  in  Weftminfter-hall^  that  day  at  eleven  o'clock 

*  in  the  forenoon.'  Hereupon  it  was  refolved,  ne- 
mine  contradicente^  *  That  a  meiTage  be  fent  to  the 
'  Lords,  acquainting  their  Lordfhips,  that  the  Com- 

*  mons   have  taken   into  their  confideration  their 

*  Lordfhips  refolution  communicated  to  their  w^- 
'  nagerSy  relating  to  the  proceedings  on  the  tryal  of 
'  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  \  and 

*  being  defirous  to  preferve  a  good  correfpondence 
'  between  the  two  houfes,  have  appointed  a  Com- 
'  mittee  to  fearch  precedents  upon  a  matter  of  this 
'  great  importance,  and  delire,  that  their  Lordfhips 
'  will  not  proceed  at  the  time  appointed.'  Mr, 
Carter^  who  was  ordered  to  carry  this  mefTage,  be- 
ing returned,  reported,  '  That  their  Lorfhips  ha- 
'  ving  taken  the  fame  into  confideracion,  would  not 

*  proceed  on  the  tryal  of  the  faid  Earl  at  the  time 

*  appointed,  but  would  proceed  farther  on  the  faid 
'  tryal  on  '^hurfday  morning  next,  {June  2j.)  at 
'  eleven  o'clock.' 

On  Thurfday^  the  27th  of  Jtine^  Mr.  Carter, 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  fearch  precedents, 
reported  the  matter  they  had  diredled  him  to  report 
to  the  houfe :  Upon  which  it  was  refolved,  '  That  a  conference 

*  a  conference  be  defired  with  the  Lords,  relating  to  terween  the 

*  proceedings  in  the  profecution  of  impeachments  •,' 
and  ordered,  '  That  the  fame  Committee,  that  is,  the 

*  managers,  do  draw  up  what  is  proper  to  be  ofTered 

*  to  the  Lords  at  the  faid  conference,  and  that  they 
'  do  withdraw  immediately  into  the  Speaker's  cham- 
'  ber  to  draw  up  the  fame.'  Mr.  Carter  having, 
fome  time  after,  made  his  report,  of  what  the  Com- 
mittee thought  proper  to  be  offered  to  the  Lords, 
and  the  fame  being  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  the  Lord 
Morpeth  was  fent  to  defire  a  conference  with  the 

Lords, 
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Lords,  which  their  Lordfhips  having  readily  agreed 
to,  and  appointed  the  fame  prefently  in  the  Painted- 
chamber^  the  managers  of  the  Commons  went  thi- 
ther j  and  delivered  to  the  Lords  what  the  Commons 
had  direded. 


The  fame  day  the  Lord  Privy-feal  reported  to 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  that  they  had  been  at  the  con- 
ference, and  met  Mr  Carter  and  other  managers 
for  the  Commons,  who  delivered  to  their  Lord- 
fhips  a  paper,  as  follows  : 


The  Com-     < 
monsreafons 
againft  the 
Lords  refo-     ^ 
lution  com- 
municated at   ' 
a  conference,  4 


TH  E  Commons  having  taken  into  their  con- 
fideration  your  Lordlhips  refolution  com- 
municated to  their  managers,  relating  to  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  tryal  of  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford 
and  Earl  Mortimer^  and  being  defirous  as  far  as 
in  them  lies,  to  maintain  a  good  correfpondence 
with  your  Lordfhips,  have  defired  this  conference, 
and  have  commanded  us  to  acquaint  your  Lord- 
fhips, that  they  conceive  it  to  be  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  Commons,  to  impeach  a  Peer,  either 
for  high-treafon,  or  for  high-crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors,  or,  if  they  fee  occafion,  to  mix  both  the 
one  and  the  other  in  the  fame  accufation. 
'  The  impeachment  preferred  againft  Robert 
Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  is  one  conti- 
nued accufation,  confifting  of  high-crimes  and  mif- 
demeanors,  and  alfo  of  charges  of  high-treafon. 
The  fads  on  which  the  articles  preceding  thofe  of 
high-treafon  are  grounded,  are  laid  together  in 
order  of  time,  and  follow  one  another  fuccef- 
fively,  in  the  manner  they  were  committed. 
'  As  the  Commons  thought  this  the  moft  natural 
method  for  exhibiting  the  feveral  articles  againft 
the  faid  Earl,  they  were  of  opinion,  that  they 
fhould  proceed  in  the  proof  of  thefe  feveral  fadls, 
after  the  fame  method,  fince  it  is  manifeft,  that 
in  laying  open  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  wicked  admi^ 

^  niftration^ 
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«  niftration,  the  preceding  parts  of  it  give  light  to 

*  thofe  which  follow  ;  and  that  the  proof  of  the 
«  feveral  articles  of  high-crimes  and  mifdemeanors 
'  would  naturally    lead  to  the  proof  of  thofe  of 

<  high  treafon. 

'  Your  Lordfliips  received  thefe  feveral  articles 

*  of  impeachment,  without  making  any  exception 

*  ^gainft   the  form  in  which  they  were  exhibited. 

<  The  faid  Earl  made  his  anfwer  to  them  in  the 
'  fame  order,  and  has  no  where  infilled  to  be  tried 
«  in  any  other  method  ;  fo  that  the  Commons  are 
'  furprized  to  find  a  (top  put  to  their  profecution 
'  by  an  objedlion  which  has  never  been  ftarted  by 
'  the  faid  Earl,  and  which  your  Lordfhips  had  gi- 

*  ven  them  fo  little  reafon  to  expe(fl. 

'  To  this  muft  be  added,  that  as  the  Commons 

*  only  are  mailers  of  the  evidence,  and  as  upon 
'  that    account  they  are  bed  able   to  determine, 

*  what  to  charge  firft,  and  what  next  ;  fo  they  are 
'  mod  proper  to  determine  in  what  method  to  pro- 

*  ceed  for  the  advantage  of  the  profecution,  in  the 
'  event  of  which  all  the  Commons  of  Great-Bri- 
'  tain  are  fo  highly  concerned. 

'  To  which  they  farther  add.  That  they  fee  no 
'  reafon  but  that  your  Lordfhips  may  as  well  invert 
'  the  whole  order  of  the  articles,  as  prefcribe  to 
'  the  Commons  thofe  particular  articles  on  which 
^  they  are  firft  to  proceed,  which  will  neceffarily 
^  produce  fuch  a  confufion,  both  in  the  fadls  and 
'  evidence,  as  is  by  no  means  confident  with  that 
'  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity  in  which  the  Commons 
'  think  this  affair  ought  to  appear. 

*  The  Commons,  upon  examining  precedents, 
'  do  find  divers  precedents  of  impeachments  for 
'  high- treafon,  and  other  high- crimes  and  mifde- 
■  meanors,  in  the  fame  accufation  •,  and  do  not  find 
'  that  the  Lords  ever  objected  to  fuch  proceeding, 
'  orever  gave  judgment  upon  any  particular  article 

'  of 
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*  of  impeachment  before  the  Commons  had  gone 

*  through,  and  concluded  their  evidence  upon  all 

*  the  articles,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  they  thought 

*  fit ;  and  the  Commons  are  at  as  great  a  lofs  to 
'  conceive  what  arguments,  or  precedents,  can  be 

*  brought  to  fupport  the  refolution  of  your  Lord- 

*  fhips,  to  give  judgment  upon  one  part  of  the  fame 

*  accufation,  referving  the  other  part  for  afubTe- 

*  quent  tryal,  as  they  are  to  know  what  your  Lord- 
'  fhips  mean  by  admitting  the  Commons  to  proceed 

*  upon  thearticlesof  high-crimes  and  mifdemeanours, 

*  after  the  judgment  is  given  upon  the  articles  for 

*  high-treafon,  fuppofing  the  judgment  proper  for 

*  high-treafon  fhould  be  given  againfl  the  faid 
'  Earl. 

*  For  thefe  reafons,  the  Commons  afTert  it  as  their 

*  undoubted  right  to  proceed  on  the  tryal  of  Robert 
'  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer^  after  the  me- 
^  thod    in  which  their  managers  were  proceeding, 

*  when  interrupted  by  your  Lordfhips  refolution.' 

The  Lords  having,  the  fame  afternoon,  taken 
into  confideration  what  was  offered  to  them  by  the 
Commons  at  the  faid  conference,  it  was  moved, 
and'  the  queflion  put,  I'hat  their  Lord/hips  do  adhere 
to  their  refolution  of  the  Monday  before^  viz.  Not  to 
admit  the  Commons  to  proceed^  irt  order  to  make  good 
the  articles  for  high-crimes  and  mifdemeanours^  till 
judgment  be  fir  ft  given  upon  the  articles  for  high-trea- 
fon ;  which,  after  a  fmall  debate,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  Then  another  motion  was  made,  and 
the  queflion  put,  that  the  Lords  do  give  to  the  Com- 
mons^ reafons  for  their  Lordfhips  adhering  to  their  for- 
mer refolution  :  Which  was  alfo  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative ;  notwithflanding  the  oppofition  made  there- 
to by  the  Lord  Hafcourt^  and  fome  other  Peers, 
who  urged,  Thditfuch  a  condefcenfion  was  derogatory 
to  the  prerogatives  of  the  Peerage  ;  and  a  Committee 
of  Lords  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  faid  reafons. 

The 
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The  next  day  *,  the  Lords  fent  a  mefTage  to  the  *  >''"  ^^' 
Commons,  defiring  them  to  continue  fitting  for 
Ibme  time  ;  with  which  the  Commons  having  rea- 
dily complied,  another  meffage  was,  foon  after, 
fent  to  them  from  the  Lords,  to  defire  a  prefent  con- 
ference in  the  painted  Chamber,  upon  the  fuhje5i  mat- 
ter of  the  laft  conference.  The  Commons  agreed  al- 
io to  this  conference,  wherein  the  Lords  delivered 
their  reafons,  for  adhering  to  their  refolntion^  to  the 
managers  of  the  Commons,  as  follows. 

'  Their  Lordfhips,  in  order  to  preferve  a  good  The  Lords 
'  correfpondence  with  the  houfe  of  Commons,  fupp*o?t'of 
'  (which  they  fhall  always  endeavour  to  do  as  far  ^'^^^  re^o^"- 

*  as  lies  in  their  power)  have  defired  this  conference 
'  upon  the  fubjed  matter  of  the  laft  conference,  and 
'  have  diredled  us  to  acquaint  you,  that  their  Lord- 
'  fhips  judge  it  a  right  inherent  in  every  court  of 

*  juftice,    to  order  and  dire<5l  fuch  methods  of  pro- 

*  ceeding,  as  fuch  court  fhall  think  fit  to  be  obfer- 
'  ved  in  all  caufes  depending  before  them,  which  can 

*  have  no  influence  to  the  prejudice  of  juftice  ;   and 

*  where  fii  :h  methods  of  proceeding  are  not  other- 

*  wife  fettkd  by  any  poficive  rule.     The  power  of 

*  judicature  on  all  impeachments  being  a  right  un- 

*  queftionably  inherent  in  tneir  Lordfhips,  and  it 
'  not  beiiig  determined  by  any  pofitive  rule,  whe- 

*  ther  the  houfe  of  Commons  may  proceed  to 
'  make  good  the  feveral  articles  exhibited  for  mif- 

*  dememours,  in  fuch  order  as  they  fhall  think  fit, 

*  before  they  proceed  to  make  good  the  articles  ex- 

*  hibited  for  high-treafon  ;  and  there  being  no  pre- 
'  cedent  where  the  Com.mons,    upon  the  trial  of 

*  any  fiich  impeachment,  attempted  to  proceed  in 
'  the  firft  place,  to  make  good  any  of  the  articles 

*  contained  in  fuch  impeachn^ent  for  high  crim.es 
'  and  mifdemeanours  *,  their  Lorafhips,  confidering 
'  the  nature  of  the  impeachment  now  depending  be- 

'  fore 
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*  fore  them,  and  the  method  wherein  the  managers 
'  for  the  houfe  of  Commons  were  beginning  to 
'  proceed  upon  the  trial,  to  make  good  the  firft  ar- 
'  ticle  thereof,  which  is  a  charge  for  high-crimes 
'  and   mifdemeanors  only  ;   and  alfo  confidering, 

*  the  very  different  methods  of  proceeding  on  an 

*  impeachment  of  a  Peer  for  high-treafon,  as  well 
'  before  as  upon  the  trial  thereof,  and  the  circum- 

*  fiances  attending  fuch  a  trial,  thought  themfelves 
'  obliged  to  come  to  the  refolution  communicated 
'  to  the  Commons  on  the  24th  inftant,  as  well  for 
'  the  doing  juftice  in   the  cafe  depending  before 

*  them,  as  for  the  preventing  a  new  precedent  to  be 
'  made  on  this  trial  •,  in  confequence  whereof,  a 
«  new  and  unjuftifiable  form  of  proceeding  againft 

*  a  Peer,  upon  an  impeachment  for  high-treafon  and 

*  high  crimes,  might  be  introduced  at  his  trial  up- 
«  on  thofe  articles  in  which  he  is  charged  for  high- 
'  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  only,   to  the  prejudice 

*  of  the  Peerage  of  Great- Britain  in  all  time  to 
'  come,  viz.  The  trying  a   Peer  on  articles  for 

*  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  without  the  bar, 
'  the  detaining  in  cuftody  a  Peer  fo  accufed,  and 
'  repeated  commitments  of  him  to  the  Tower^  dur- 

*  ing  the  time  of  fuch  trial,  and  fubjedting  a  Peer 
'  to  as  ignominious  circumftances  on  his  trial,  on 
'  articles  for  mifdemeanors,  as  if  he  was  then  on 

*  his  trial  on  articles  for  high-treafon  :  Whereas  a 

*  Peer  on  his  trial  on  articles  for  mifdemeanors  on- 
'  ly,  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  his  liberty,   nor 

*  fequeftered  from  Parliament,  and  is  intitled  to  the 
'  privilege  of  fitting  within  the  bar  during  the 
'  whole  time  of  his  trial  :  In  all  which  particulars 

*  the  known  rule  of  proceedings  in  fuch  cafes  may 
«  be  evaded,  fhould  a  Peer  be  brought  to  his  trial 
'  on  feveral  articles  exhibited  againft  him  on  high- 

*  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  and   for  high-treafon 

*  mixed  together,  and  the  Commons  be  admitted 

'  ta 
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«  to  proceed  in  order  to  make  good  the  articles  for 

«  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  before  judgment 

<  be  given  upon  the  articles  fDr  high-trealon.  Their 

*  Lordihips  have  fully  confidered  the  matters  offer- 

*  ed  to  them  by  the  houfe  of  Commons  at  the  lad 
«  conference,  relating  to  the  proceedings  againft 
«  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  •,  and 
«  their  Lordlhips  are  fully  fatisfied,  that  the  refo- 

*  lution  they  have  taken  and  communicated  to  the 
«  Commons  on  the  24th  inftant,  is  juft  and  reafon- 
«  able  •,  and  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  are  not  put 
'  under  any  real  inconvcinience  thereby,  in  carrying 

*  on  their  prefent  profecutlon.  Their  Lordihips 
«  have  commanded  us  to  let  you  know,   that  they 

*  do   infift  on  their  faid  refolurion,  ^viz.  That  the 

*  Commons  be  not  admitted  to  proceed  in  order  to 

*  make  good   the   articles  againft  Robert  Earl  of 

*  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  for  high  crimes  and 
'  mifdemeanors,  till  judgment  be  firft  given  upon 

*  the  articles  for  high-treafon.' 

Mr  Carter  having  reported  the  Lords  reafons 
to  the  houfe,  it  was  refolved^  to  take  the  faid  re- 
port immediately  into  confideration.  Hereupon  a 
meifage  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  to  acquaint 
the  Commons,  That  tbej  had  ordered  Robert  Earl 
of  Oxford,  &c.  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  their  houfe 
in  Weftminfter-Hall  the  next  jnorningy  being  Satur- 
day, the  2gth  cf  this  inftant  June,  at  eleven  o\locky 
in  order  to  proceed  farther  on  the  trial  of  the  faid 
Earl, 

This  was  very  furprizing  to  the  Commons,  who 
thereupon  fent  Mr  Toung  with  a  meffage  to  the 
Lords,  to  defire  that  their  Lordflnps  would  continue 
fitting  for  fojue  time ;  which  the  Lords  having 
readily  agreed  to,  the  Commons  took  their  Lord- 
fhips  reafons  into  confideration,  and  then  refolved, 
That  a  free  conference  be  defired  with  the  Lords  upon  fJl^'J^^^l, 
thefubje^  matter  of  the  laji  conference*  led  by  the 

Tv^      Commons. 
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Mr.  Pelham^  who  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  Lords 

and  defire  the  faid/r^^  conference^  reported  the  next 

*  June  ag.  moming  *,  that  having  performed  that  order,   the 

Lords  anfwered,  nat  they  would  fend  an  anfwer  by 

meffengers  of  their  own.     The  fame  day,  the  Lords 

took  the  defire  of  the  Commons  of  a  free  conference 

into  confideration,    and  after  long  a  debate  it  was 

Free  confe-  rcfolvedy  *  That  the  fubje6l  matter  of  the  laft  con- 

bytheLords.     lerence,   concerning  a  point  or  judicature  deter- 

'  mined  by  their  Lordfhips  after  trial  began,  their 

'  Lordfhips  did  not  think  fit  to  give  zfree  conference 

*•  on  the  fubjedt  matter  of  the  faid  conference,  as 

*  was  defired  by  the  houfe  of  Commons.'  The 
Lords  would  have  fent  that  evening  a  meffage  to 
the  Commons,  to  acquaint  them  with  this  refolu- 
tion  :  But  the  Commons  having  timely  notice  of  it, 
immediately  adjourned  till  Monday  the  ift  of  July. 
The  Lords  having  on  that  day  fent  a  meffage  to  the 
Commons,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  faid  refolution^ 
and  withal,  '  That  their  Lordfhips  had  ordered 
'  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer^  to  be 
'  brought  to  the  bar  of  their  houfe,  in  Wefiminfier- 
'  Hall^    that   very   Monday   at  eleven   o'clock   m 

*  the  forenoon,  in  order  to  proceed  farther  in  the 
'  trial  of  the  faid  Earl.'  The  Commons,  there- 
upon, ordered  their  Serjeant  at  arms  to  fummon  the 
members  in  Wefiminfler-Hall^  court  o^  Requefis^  and 
places  adjacent,  to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  ; 
which  done,  it  was  refolved^  nemine  contradicente^ 

*  That  a  conference  be  defired  with  the  Lords  up- 

*  on  the  fubjedt  matter  of  their  Lordfliip's  melTage, 

*  relating  to  the  free  conference  defired  by  this 
'  houfe  -,'  And  ordered^  the  Commitee,  or  mana- 
gers, immediately  to  draw  up  reafons  to  be  offered 
to  the  Lords  at  the  faid  conference.  At  the  fame 
time,  a  meffage  was  fent  from  the  Commons  to  the 
Lords,  by  Mr.  Gibbon y  to  defire  their  Lordfhips  to 
defer  their   going    to    Wefl minder- Hall  for  fome 

time  \ 
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time ;  and  Mr.  Carter  having,  from  the  mana^hs^ 
reported  the  reafons  by  them  drawn  up,  the  fame 
were  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Cr^ggs  was  fent  to  the 
Lords  to  defire  the  faid  conference.  Some  time 
after,  Mr.  Gibbon  reported,  '  That  the  Lords  would 

*  defer  going  into  PFeJlminfter-hall  for  fome  time, 
'  as  was  defired  by  the  Commons ;'  And  Mr. 
Craggs  alfo  reported,  '  That  their  Lordfliips  agreed 
'  to  a  conference,  and  had  appointed  the  fame  pre- 
'  fently  in  the  painted  Chamber J"  Hereupon,  the 
managers  of  the  Commons  went  to  the  faid  confe- 
rence, and  being  returned,    Mr.  Carter^  reported, 

*  That  they  had  delivered  the  reafons  direded  by 

*  the  houfe  to  the  Lords,  as  follows. 

'  ne  Commons  having  taken  into  conftderation  your  The  Com- 

'  Lordjhipsfnejfage^  viz.  That  your  Lordfhipsdid  not  w\o"t"he 

'  think  fit  to  give  a  free  conference  on  the  fubjed  L^^ds  rea» 

*  matter  of  the  lad  conference,  as  was  defired  by  the 

*  Commons  ;  and  they  being  ftill  defirous,  to  the  ut- 
'  moil  of  their  power,  to  prefer ve  a  good  correfpon- 

*  dence  with  your  Lordfhips,  have  aiked  this  con-- 

*  ference  ;  and  have  commanded  us  to  acquaint  your 

*  Lordfhips,  that  they  are  very  much  furprized  to 
'  find  your  Lordfhips  deny  a  free  conference,  after 
^  your  Lordfhips  have  already  agreed  to  a  conference 

*  defired  by  the  Commons  on  the  fame  fubje6l  iriat- 
'  ter,  and  after  your  Lordfliips  have  on  your  parts 
'  alfo  defired  a  conference  upon  the  fame  fubje<51:. 

*  That  free  conferences  are  the  moft  antient  and  efba- 
*•  bliflied  methods  for  adjufting  the  differences  thac 
'^  have   at  any  time  arifen  between  the  two  houfes, 

*  and,  as  the  Commons  conceive,  is  the  only  method 
'  to  preferve  good  correfpondence  between  themon^ 

*  fuch  occafions,  which,  at  this  time,  is  of  the  high- 

*  efl  importance,  becaufe  a  mifunderftanding  on  this 
'  account  would  tend  to  defeat  the  trial  of  the  im- 
'  peachment  of  the  Commons.  That  the  Commons 

*  conceive  clearly,  that  the  fabjed  matter  of  the  lad 
Vol.  VI.     '  LI  '  confereric^ 
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^  conference  is  not  a  point  of  judicature,  but  a  point 

^  relating  only  to  the  profecution  of  the  Comnwns^  it 

*  having  arisen  before  any  matter  of  judgment  had  come 
'  before  your  Lordfhips  upon  the  trials  for  which  reafons 

*  the  Commons  conceive^  that  your  Lordfhips  ought  not  to 
'  have  denied  them  a  free  conference  upon  the  fubjeoi 
'  matter  of  the  lajl  conference,'' 

Then  a  .meffage  was  brought  to  the  Commons 
from  the  Lords,  nat  their  LordfJjips  deftred  the 
Commons  to  continue  fitting  for  fome  time  \  which  be- 
ing readily  granted,  another  meffage  came  foon  af- 
ter from  the  Lords,  to  deftre  a  prefent  conference 
with  the  Commons  in  the  painted  chamber,  upon  the 
fubje£i  matter  of  the  lafi  conference.  This  was  like- 
wife  agreed  to  ;  the  managers  of  the  Commons 
went  to  the  Lords,  and  being  returned,  Mr.  Carter 
reported,  That  the  Lords  did  infifi  to  deny  a  free 
conference.  This  put  the  houfe  of  Commons  into 
a  flame ;  and  it  being  thereupon  ordered^  that  the 
faid  report  be  now  taken  into  confideration^  feveral 
warm  fpeeches  were  made  on  that  occafion  by  Ge- 
neral Stanhope^  Mr.  Cfaggs^  and  Mr.  'TufneL  The 
laft  Gentleman  made  the  following  fpeecii. 

Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  TufneVz  *  T  Caunot  but  think  the  proceedings  of  the  Lords 
fpeech.  c  J^  ygj-y  extraordinary  upon  this  occafion,  that,  af- 
'  ter  having  received  the  articles  as  delivered  in  by 
^  this  houfe,  they  Ihould  now  come  to  a  refolution, 
'  that  the  Commons  be  not  admitted  to  proceed  up- 
'  on  the  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  till  judgment 

*  be  firfl  given  upon  the  articles  for  high-treafon, 
'  And  here,   though  unwillingly,    I  muft  obferve, 

*  that  the  expreffion  made   ufe   of  in  their  Lord- 

*  fliips  meffage  to  the  Commons,  to  me,  feems 
'  very  unfuitable  to  that  candor  which  they  have  fo 
'  remarkably  fhewn  upon  all  occafions,  and  from 
'  whence    this  houfe   might  reafonably    expect  a 

*  more 
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more  becoming  treatment.  There's  another  thing' 
which  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of^  which  is,  that 
after  having  had  conferences  with  the  Commons 
on  this  fubjed,  they  fhould  now  refufe  a  free 
conference^  which  I  fhould  have  thought,  muft 
have  been  the  natural  refult  of  the  former,  as  be- 
'  ing    the    mod   probable    way   to  accommodate 

*  matters  in  cafes  of  difficulty.     The  reafon  they 

*  give  for  their  adhering  to  their  refolution  is,  that 

*  this  is  a  point  of  judicature  which  folely  belongs 
'  to  their  Lordfhips  \  whereas  the  Commons  fay, 
'  it   is  only  a   matter  of  frofecution.     And  yet,  if 

*  this  objection  were  good,  why  was  it  not  equal- 
'  ly  fo  againft  their  agreeing  to  the  firft  confe- 

*  rence  ? 

'  Notwith (landing  thefeconfiderations,  if  I  could 

*  be  of  opinion  with  thofe  gentlemen  who  think, 

*  either  that   the  honour  of  this  houfe  is  fo  much 

*  concerned,  or   that  it  is  fo  effential  to  the  rights 

*  of  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain^   I  fhould  be 

*  as   unwilling  as   any  one  here,  to  contribute  the 

*  leafl  towards  the  betraying  of  them.     But,  fince  1 

*  don't  hear  'tis  pretended,  that  there  are  any  pre- 

*  cedents  on  either  fide  •,  And  I  can,  by  no  means, 

*  think  it  of  that  confequence  which  fome  Gentle- 
*•  men  feem  to  imagine,  efpecially  if  there  be  a- 
^  faving  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  houfe  :  I 
'  fhould  be  inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  it  would 

*  be  better  to   acquiefce  in    the  method   propofed 

*  by  the  Lords,  than  to  let  a  profecution  entirely 
'  drop,  which  has  fo  univerfally  railed  the  exped'a- 
'  tions   of  mankind.     Then  we   fhould  fee,  what 

*  that  living  and  legal  evidence  is,  which  we  have 
'  been  fo  often  promifed  from  thofe,  in  whom  the 
'  houfe   rcpofed    the  greatest  confidence  j    and  if 

*  there  fhould  be  any  failure  in  the  proof  of  the 
'  high-treafon,   the  Mame  might    lie  in  its  -proper 

*  place. 

L  1  2  SIR, 
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is  I  R, 

'  I  am    very   forry  to  find  there  fhould  be  fuch 

*  refniffnefs   in  a  profecution,  which  was  formerly 

*  carried  on  with  fo  much  warmth  and  vigour.  And 
«  I  could  wiih  to  fee  that  fpirit  oi patriotifm^  which 

*  has  hitherto  animated  this  houfe  \  that  juft  refent- 

*  ment  for  our  injured  country,  once  more  removed. 

*  Where  is  now  that  publick-fpirited,  difinterefted 
'  zeal,  which  then  warmed   the  -patriots    breads  ? 

*  Why  is  it  now  grov/n  fo  languid  ?  Are  all  thofe 
'  glorious  thoughts  and  heroick  fentiments  quite 
'  evaporated  ?  How  comes  it  that  thofe  who  then 
'  felt,  and  made  others  too  feel,  fuch  an  intenfenefs 

*  of  heat^  fuch  a  lively  emotion  of  fpirit^  are  now  fo 
'  calm  and  undijiiirhed  ?  That  thofe  who  were  then 

*  fo   full  of  heat  and  flame^  arc  now  fo  cold  and 

*  lifekfs  ?  Is  the  nature  of  things  fo  far  altered,  that 

*  what  was  then  the  moft  flagrant  high-treafon^  is 
'  now  nothing  at  all, 

Mr.  Speaker^ 
*  My  concern  is  for  the  honour  of  this  houfe, 

*  which  has  been  fo  far  engaged  by  affurances 
'  of   evidence    to    fupport   the  charge.      I   mull 

*  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  call  upon  thofe  Gen- 

*  tlemen  who   gave  them,  to  extricate  us  from  our 

*  prefent  difficulties  :  And,  I  am  fure,  we  fhall  not 

*  want  their  alTiftance  in  an  affair  where  their  ho- 

*  nour  is  fo  nearly  concerned.  I  call  upon  them 
'  the  rather,  becaufe  it  is  a  juflice  which  they  owe 

*  to  themfelves,  it  is  a  juflice  which  they  owe  to 

*  this  houfe  of  Commons,  it  is  a  juflice  which  they 
'  owe  their  country,  their  poor,  unhappy  country, 
'  which  they  have  fo  often  defcribed,  as  involved  in 

*  the  greatefl  difficulties^  as  labouring  under  the  mofi 
^  ruinous  circumftances^  occafioned  by  the  ///  conduBy 

*  the  pernicious  counfels^  and  traiterous  praSfices  of 

*  the  ffbhle  per  (on  now  under  profecution  V 
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It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  tho'  Mr.  Tufnel  was, 
all  along,  very  earned  in  this  affair,  yet  upon  a 
motion  made,  the  fame  *  day,  by  Sir  William  *>^^  »• 
Strickland^  ^ov  2i  bill  o^  attainder  ^  he  faid,  he  could ^ 
by  710  meanSy  come  into  that  motion.  The  reafons  he 
gave  for  it  were,  in  fubflance,  '  That  how  necef-  Mr.  rufvd 
<^'fary  and  reafonable  foever  fuch  a  bill  midit  be '^"'""^" 

J  ,  .       C>  gainft   the 

*  at  another  juntflure,  he  could  not  but  think  it  un-  attainting  of 

*  reafonable  7iow',  when,  as  yet,  it  was  uncertain  *^^jZ}'' ""^ 

*  what  the  Lords  would  do.  But  that,  however, 
'  he  would  freely  declare  his  mind  on  this  occafion, 

*  that,  notwithftanding  he  was  convinced,  that  the 

*  Earl  of  Oxford  was  guilty  of  the  crimes  where- 

*  with  he  was  charged,  and,  that  no  man  had  ever 
'  contributed  more  to  the  ruin  of  his  country  than 

*  he  had  done  :  Yet,  fince  there  was  a  legal  profe- 
'  cution  begun  j  fince  that  noble  Lord  had  fubmit- 
'  ted  himfelf  to  public  juftice  *,  and  confidering, 

*  that  it  is  the  peculiar  glory  and  happinefs  of  a 

*  free-born  people  to  be  governed  by  known  laws, 

*  he  would  never  give  his  confent  to  a  bill,  which 
^  in  his  opinion,  mufl  make  the  lives,  the  fortunes, 
^  and  liberties,  of  the  fubjedls  of  Grcat-Britain^ 
'  fland  upon  fo  unfettled  and  precarious  a  foun- 
'  dation.' 

In  the  middle  of  this  debate,  another  meffage 
was  brought  from  the  Lords,  to  dejire  that  the  Com- 
jnons  would  continue  fitting  fome  time^    which  the 
Commons   agreed   to.     After  this,  Mr.   Lechmere 
made  a  fpeech,  wherein  having,  among  other  things, 
lamented  the  unhappy  dilemma  to  which  they  were 
brought,  either  to  fee  fo  great  an  offender  as  the 
Earl  of  Oxford^  efcape  unpuniihed,    or  to  acquiefce  jvjesativc 
in  'proceeding  on  his  trial  in  the  manner  prefer ibed  by  ^^^w  Mr. 
the  Lords.     He  faid,  he  thought  the  latter  the  more  ^oZTw 
eligible  of  the  two,  with  a  faving  to  the  rights  and  ^(^^'■<-'^^  "-^ 
privileges  of  the  Commons -,  and  therefore  made   a  p,«Vtdbcd  h- 
motion  for  it.     He  was  feconded  and  backed  by  ^^'^  ^'^"^'• 
Mn-  Hampden  and  feveral  other  members  •,  but  the 

L  1  3  qucftion 
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queftion  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the 

negative.     Then  a  meflfage  was  brought  from  the 

Lords,  to  acquaint  the  Commons,  "That  their  Lord- 

fhips  intended  prefenily  to  proceed  further  to  the  trial 

cf  the  Earl  ^/Oxford  in  Wefbminfter-  Hall ;  of  which 

the  Commons  took  no  notice ;   but  being  fenfible 

that  the  Lords  would  difcharge  the  prifoner.  Sir 

William  Strickland  moved,    that  leave  be  given  to 

Motion  for  bring  in  a  hill  to  infli£f  fuch  pains  and  penalties  upon 

\\a,\h^llr\  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer,   as  his 

€>i Oxford,    traiterous  practices,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mif- 

^ou.ne .    ^(,.^y^Q(mQYs  do  dcfcrve^  and  as  fhall  he  thought  reafon- 

ahle.     A  debate  arifing  thereupon,  the   fame  was 

adjourned  till  Wednefday  the  3d  of  Jidy. 

About  feven  a-clock  in  the  evening  the  Lords 
went  down  to  Weflminfter-Hall^  where  three  feveral 
proclamations  were  made  for  the  accufers  of  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  to  appear,  and  make  good  the  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment  againft  him.  No  body  ap- 
pearing, their  Lordfhips  went  back  to  their  houfe, 
where  the  Lord  High-Steward  faid,  My  Lords,  / 
frtall  now  flate  the  qiieflion^  upon  which  your  Lord- 
fiips  are  to  give  your  votes  ;  //  is  this^  '  That  Robert 
>  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  be  acquitted 

*  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  againft 

*  \\\n\  by  the  houfe  of  Commons  for  high-treafon, 

*  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours,  and 
'  of  ail  things  therein  contained,  and  that  the  faid 

*  impeachment  be  difmilTcd.     And  then  the  Lord 
<  High- Steward  put  the  queftion  to  the  Lords  pre- 

*  fent,  beginning  at  the  youngeft  Baron,  in  manner 
«  following. 

My   Lord, 

*  \/"  OUR    Lordfliip    has   heard  the  queftion 

*  X     ftated,   what  fiys   your  Lordftiip,  is  your 

*  Lordfhip  content,  or  not  content  ^ ' 
All  the  Lords  prefent,  were  content  5 

Then. 
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Then  the  Lord  High-Steward  faid,  '  My  Lords, 
«  upon  the  queiVion  dated,    I  am  content.     My 

*  Lords,  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer 
'  is  acquitted  of  high-treafon  and  other  high  crimes 

*  and  mifdemeanours  wherewith  he  ftands  charged, 
'  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  your  Lordfhips  here  pre- 
'  fent.'  And  the  Earl  being  called  to  the  bar,  the 
Lord  High-Steward  told  him,  '  Robert  Earl  of  Ox- 
'  /Wand  Earl  Mortimer,  I  am  to  acquaint  your 
'  Lordfhip,  that  your  Lordfhip  is  acquitted  of  the 

*  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  againft  you  for 
'  high-treafon,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemean- 
'  ours,  by  the  houfe  of  Commons,   and  all  things 

*  therein  contained  •,    and  thereupon  I  am  to  pro- 

*  noyjincttWxs  judgment,  which  I  pronounce  accord- 
'  ingly : '  It  is  conftdered,  ordered,  and  adjudged  by 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mor- 
timer fhall  be,  and  is  hereby  acquitted  of  the  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  exhibited  againfl  him  by  the  houfe 
of  Commons  for  high-treafon,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanours,  and  of  all  things  therein  contain^ 
ed,    and  that  the  faid  impeachment  fJjall  be,    and  is 

hereby,  difmipd.  ^   ^    ^ 

Then  the  Lord  High-Steward  commanded  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  of  London,  to  difcharge 
hisprifoner;  and  faid,  '  My  Lords,  this  is  all  that 
'  remains  to  be  done  by  virtue  of  his  Majelty  s 

*  commiflion,  I  do  therefore  declare  the  fame  to  be 

*  diffolved.*  ^  ^     ,      .  . 

Upon  which  the  Lord  High-Steward  broke  his 

ftaff. 

On  the  3^  of  July,  when  the  Commons  refumed 
the  adjourned  debate  of  the  Monday  before.  Sir 
miliam  Strickland  renewed  his  motion,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  infii5l  fuch  pains  and  penalties  upon 
Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer,  ^J  hts 
LI  4  traiterous 
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traiterous  pradices,  af^d  other  high  crimes  and  mif- 
demeanors  do^  defer've^  and  as  /hall  be  thought  reafon- 
ahle.  But  in  this  he  was  feconded  by  none.  On 
the   contrary,     Mr.    Hungerford   faid    thereupon, 

*  That  for  his  own  part,    he  had  ever  been  againfl 

*  violent  proceedings.     That  in  his  opinion,  where 

*  the  life,  fortune,  or  reputation,  of  any  man  is 

*  concerned,  the  Parliament  ought  to  go  upon  evi- 
<  dence  as  (Irong  and   as    full   as  is   required  in 

*  Weftminfter-Hall  -,  and  that  he  had  obferved,  that 
«  all  bills  of  attainder  proceeded  from  party  piques.^ 
BivTVilliatn  Strickland  being  offended  at  this  fpeech, 
made  fome  fevero  refiedions  on  it  •,  and  added, 
'  That  for  his  own  part,  he  had  no  perfonal  pique 
'  againft  the  Earl  of  Oxford ;  but  looked  on  him  as 

*  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  fince  the  Commons 

*  could  not  bring  him   to  juftice  in  the  ordinary 

*  way,  they  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  recourfe 

*  to  an  extraordinary  method  -,  for  which,  however, 
'  they  did  not  want  precedents,'     After  fome  other 

A  vote  for    ^^^^^^s,    the  Lord  Caftlecomer  moved,    '  That  an 
an  addrefs     '  humble  addtcfs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  fet- 

iS^oVox.  '  ^^"g  ^^'^^  ^^^^  "^^"y  g^e^^  crimes  of  which  Robert 
ford.  ^  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer  has  been  im- 

*  peached  by  thishoufe;  as  likewife  the  endeavours 
'  that  have  been  ufed  by  the  Commons  to  bring 
'  the  faid  Earl  to  juftice;  in  which  proceeding,  the 
'  unhappy  differences  that  have  arifen  between  the 
'  two  houfes,  have  difappointed  their  juft  expeda- 
'  tions :    and  likcAvife  humbly  to  pray  his  Majefty, 

*  that  he  will  except  the  faid  Earl  out  of  the  a^  of 
'  grace^  The  Lord  Caftlecomer  being  feconded  by 
Mr.  l^oimg,  and  the  queftion  put  upon  his  motion, 
the  fame  was  carried  in  the  aHirmative,  and  a  Com- 

■  mittee  appointed  to  draw  up  the  faid  addrefs. 
Another  Committee  was  the  fame  day  appointed  to 
infped  the  Lords  journals  in  relation  to  their  pro- 
ceedings on  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  to 
report  what  they  find  therein  to  the  houfe. 

Da 
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On  the  1 5th  of  Jidy^  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  de- 
livered to  the  houfe  of  Lords,   An  a5l  for  the  King's 
moft  gracious  y  general^  and  free  pardon^  which^  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  their  Lordrtiips  fent 
down  to  the  Commons,  with  a  mefiage  importing, 
^hatthe  Lords  bad  accepted  and  pajfed  the  fame,  Nemi- 
ne  contradicente.     The  Commons  having  read  the 
faida6t,  pafled  italfo,  Nemine  contradicente,  and  fent 
it  back  to  the  Lords  by  Mr.  Attorney- general :  But 
an   exception  being  taken  at  the   particular  form  of  The  Com- 
the  meffage,  with  which  this  adt  was  fent  down,i;i2:.  [ilJ'n  to^thT 
the  mentioning  the  words  Nemine  contradicente,  in-  Lords  mef- 
flead  of  the  common  expreffion,  nat  the  Lords  bad  ^^^' 
agreed  to  it,  and  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Com- 
mons :  A  Committee  was   thereupon  appointed  to 
fearch  precedents,  and  to  prepare  reafons  to  be  of- 
fered to  the  Lords  at  a  conference,  upon  their  Lord- 
fhip  mefifage.     Mr.    Lechmere,    Chancellor  of  the  ^'°"^^'\"he 
Dutchy,  having  reported  the  faid  reafons,  the  fame  tvvrhoufes. 
were  agreed  to,  and,  at  a  conference,  delivered  to 
the  Lords, ;  who,  at  a  fecond  conference,  delivered 
to  the  managers  of  the  Commons  their  reafons  for 
infifting  on  the  form  of  their  meffage.     The  Com- 
mons having  taken  their  Lordiliips  reafons  into  con- 
fideration,   ordered.  That  the  Committee  who  ma- 
naged the  laft   conference,  withdraw    immediately 
into  the  Speaker's  chamber,  to   fearch  precedents, 
and  prepare  reafons  to  be  offered  to  the  Lords  at  a 
conference,  upon  x}at  fubjecl  matter  of  the  laft  con- 
ference ;  which  reafons,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Dut- 
chy  having  foon  after  reported,  the  fame  were  agreed 
to,  and  Mr.  Comptroller  was  ordered  to  go  to  the 
Lords  to  defire  another  conference.     It  was  then 
about  half  an  hour  paft  five  in  the  afternoon  ;  and 
the  King  being  by  that  time  come  to  the   houfe  of 
Peers,  a  meffage  was  brought  to  the  Commons  by 
the  Uflier  of  the  Black-rod,  commanding  them  to 
attend  his  Majefty  immediately,  which  they  did  ac- 
cordingly i  when,  after  pafling  feveral  ads,  his  Ma- 
jefty 
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iefty  declared  from  the  Throne,  that  he  had  ordered 
*the  Lord  Chancellor  to  deliver  his  Majefly's  ipeegh 
to  both  houfes  of  Parliament  in  his  Majefty's  name 
and  words  ;  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  did  according- 
ly read  a  fpeech  delivered  into  his  hands  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  from  the  Throne,  as  follows  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  King's  «  y  Cannot  put  an  end  to  this  fefiion,  without  ex- 
ffeech.  ,  1^  preffing  my  thanks  to  you,  for  the  difpatch 
«  you  have  given  to  publick  bufmefs,  and  declaring 
'  the  fatisfadion  I  promife  my  felf  in  meeting  you 
«  again  early  next  Winter,  with  the  fame  good  dif- 
'  pofitions  for  the  fervice  of  your  country.  The 
'  meafures  we  have  taken  in  this  Parliament,  have, 
'  by  the  blefiing  of  Almighty  God,  eflFeaually  de- 
'  feated  all  the  attempts  of  our  enemies,  both^  at 
•^  home  and  abroad-,  and,  as  the  principles  on  which 
'  thofe  meafuresare  founded, are  equally  conducive  to 

*  thefupportingthejufl  rights  of  the  crown,  and 
'  the  liberties  of  the  people,  I  fliall  always  perfe- 
-  vere  in  them  my  felf,  and  diftinguifh  thofe  who 
'  adhere  to  them  with  the  fame  fteddinefs  and  re- 
'  folution. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 

'  I  thank  you  in  the  moft  affedionate  manner, 

*  for  the  fupplies  you  have  granted   me,  and  for 

*  that  conftancy  and  zeal  which  you  havefhewnin 

*  reducing  our  national  debts,  notwithftanding  the 
'  many  incidents  and  obftrudions  you  have  met 
'  with  in  the  carrying  on  that  great  work.     As  you 

*  have  furnifhed  me  with  the  means  of  difappointing 
'  the  defigns  of  -a  foreign  enemy  againft  thefe  my 
'  kingdoms,  fo  I  cannot  but  afcribe,  in  a  great  mea- 
'  fure,  the  happy  profpeft  of  our  affairs  abroad,  to 
'  that  publick  fpirit  which  has  appeared  in  your  pro- 

*  ceedings,  and  has  convinced  the  world,  that  no 
'  infinuations  or  artifices  can  divert  you  from  your 

!  duty 
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*  duty  to  your  Sovereign,  and  a  difinterefted  regard 

*  to  your  fellow -fubjeds. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

'  It  is  with  great  pleafure  that  I  fee  the  tranquilli- 
«  ty  of  the  nation  fo  well  eilablifhed  as  to  admit  of 

*  an  ad   of  grace,  which  I  have  long  defired  a  fit 

*  opportunity  to  grant.  I  hope  that  fuch  as  fhall,  by 

*  this  means,  be  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  fecu- 

*  rity,   and  the  prote6lion   of  thofe  laws  againft 

*  which  they  have  offended,  will  have  a  due  fenfe 

*  of  this  my  indulgence,  and  give  me  the  mofl  ac- 

*  ceptable  return  they  can  poflibly  make  me,  that  of 
'  becoming  friends   inftead  of  enemies,    to  their 

*  country,' 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's 
command,  faid, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen 

*  T  T  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that 
'  Jl  this  Parliament  be  prorogued  to  Monday  the 

*  twelfth  day  o^  Aiiguft  next,  to  be  then  here  held  ; 
^  and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
^  Monday^  the  twelfth  day  of  Auguft  next^ 

The  End  the  Sixr  u  Volume. 
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